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BY“CHAS CHILD
It took an extra-inning game
that lasted two days, to elimi-
nate the Salem squad from the
Mickey Mantle tournament.
Salem’s. 15 and 16 year olds

-played . Buffalo to a 0-0 stand-

off through eight innings Satur-
day, before the game was called
because of darkness.

It took the Buffalo squad Only
one inning, however, to elimi-

nate Salem on Sunday. A throw-

ing error let the Buffalo’s lone
run to end the. drama in the
ninth inning.

Doug Holloway was

with the loss after he took over
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tion tournament .for‘

ta‘g‘ged .
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BIRTHDAY

Slide!

YER OUT! Plymouth’s Matt
Etienne is late at the plate in
the Mantle tournament Friday,
The ball is waiting in the De-
troit Yankee’s mitt as he be-
gins his slide. Plymouth went
on to win -the game, 7-2.
(Crier photo by Chas Child).

" Salem Mande

from Bruce P1per (f1ve mmngs}
and Brian James (three innings).

Salem stayed in the winner’s
bracket of the double-elimina-

games,
Their first v1ctory came at.the
expense of Detroit Southwes-

- tern, 7-2. Bruce Piper recorded

the win, going the distance with
12 strxkeouts and yxeldmg only
three hits.

Dearborn Slayton was their’
next victim; 4-1. Doug Hollo-
way also went. the dlstance
recording seven hits and 10 runs.
Matt Etienne, Salem’s leading
hitter fpr the tourney, rapped
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Waltress served

two hits in that contest.
Plymouth’s third victory was

over the tourney’s eventual win-:
‘ner, Glen Head North Sho_re of

Long Island, New York.

‘Doug Holloway proved he
could hit as well as pitch when
he smacked a two-run single in
the fourth inning, scoring Dave
Wilcox and Bruce Piper,

They were all winning pitcher
Brian James needed in the 2-]
victory.

1t was downhill from there,
however. The - Detroit Eagles
bombed Satem, 10-1, and then
Buffalo dealt ‘the finishing
blow with their 1-0 victory.
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‘Lucky’ Lansmg

defeats Koufax

Wmnmg coaches don’t always
admit they were lucky to win

a ball game.

But Lansing’s Koufax coach,
Carl Wagner, said his team was
able to eliminate Plymouth from

the Koufax tournament only on.’
rule”

some kind of
Sunday.

Going into the sixth mmng,
the Salem squad was ahead, 4-2,
with two outs, two on, and two

“mercy

strikes to Jim Keyton, the Lan-

sing batter. -

But Salem pitcher John Topa-
lian hung a curve to Keyton,
who slammed a 365-foot home
run at the Central Middle School
diamond to put his feam ahead
to stay.

Lansing went on to win the -

game, 7-6, and the tournament
The Salem squad finished third
in the eight team field from

around Mtchlgan ‘
Satem dropped to the losmg

bracket early when they drop-

ped their first game to pre-tour-
ney favorite, Detroit Redford,
4-2.

They bounced back quxckly
by walking all over "Marshall,
11-3. And Salem continued its
winning ways: by squeakmg by
Westland, 8-7, scoring all elght

‘runs in the last two  innings.

Bill Ward batted in the tying
and winning run in the seventh
with a pinch hlt single against
Westland.

This .set up the fateful Lan-
sing loss, which ended their
title hopes. '

“l told the. kids they have
nothing to be ashamed of,”
said Coach Bill Runge. “I've

never seen such a super bunch.

It was a team effort all the way.’

'Lomba'rdi’ parents- to meet

.
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e Plymouti-Canton — Viice Combardi

"Football

League will hold a parent s.meeting Thursday, Aug.
11 at the Canton High School cafetorium at 8 p.m.
Parents can register their boys aged 9-12 (as of June
1, 1977) and girls for the cheerleading. program.

_ _Ihe league_teams_play. a_seven game schedule with

teams from Allen Park, Ann Arbor and Dearborn

Heights.






















