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"Teachers, schools go to medlatlon

Gs BY ALEX LUNDBERG

If an apple a day keeps the doctor away, over 800 of them
might be able to stop a possible strike.

Plymouth-Canton Education Association (PCEA) President
Charles Portelli spent Tuesday moming distributing the apples to
P-C teachers to remind them of the contract mediation that will

tart on Thursday.

“We’ll be sitting down with the schools with a mediator on
Thursday, there will be at least two sessions,” Portelli said.

The teacher’s negotiating team is Portelli, PCEA Vice
President and Hoben Teacher Sharon Belobraidich, Hoben
Teacher Dave Wert, Howell Teacher Joann Gustafson, Chief
Negotiator and Salem Teacher Tom Cotner and Lou Diaz of the
Michigan Education Association.

Portelli said the teachers are asking for a two-year wage
reopener, a defined calendar for the next year and school
improvement language in the contract.

“We also have agreed to talk about issues that we can both
agree to talk about,” Portelli said. “If we can’t agree to talk about
those things, they won’t be discussed.”

Members of the Plymouth Canton School Board were treated
to a rarity at Monday's meeting, 2 standing-room only crowd.

But the crowd was composed chiefly of teachers who came to
get news of the contract talks going on between the school board
and the PCEA.

Joyce Harrington, president of the Plymouth-Canton
Paraprofessional Association, said that her group was at the
building to support the teachers and that the board was not offer-
ing realistic concessions.

“The boards offers are all repressive, they’re offering more
hours before breaks,” Harrington said. “All of their offers are
take-aways.”

Inside the meeting, Portelli challenged the board to live up to
its recent words of praise for the teachers.

“We continue to hear that we are a team, but I continue to
wonder if when you're talking the talk that you're walking the
walk,” Portelli said. “I can think of no better way to honor the
teachers than by drafting a contract that looks to the future of the
district.”

Please see pg. 2

For those who served

Members of area veterans groups gathered near the war memorials in Kellogg Park Friday to commemmorate Veterans Day.
After the laying of wreaths, the honor guard gave a three-volley salute to their comrades who did not return after serving their

country. (Crier photo by Alex Lundberg)

-What will become of the WllCOX House?

BY ROB KIRKBRIDE

What’s in store for the future of the

historic Wilcox House next to Kellogg
" Park in downtown Plymouth?

We should know by March 3, 1995.
Jack Wilcox is seeking proposal for
development of the property and that’s
when the proposals are due at the
Downtown Development Authority.

DDA director Steve Guile said Wilcox
asked for assistance in marketmg the

NN

property. “We are looking for a developer
that will aggressively do something with
that property,” Guile said. “We have sent
out the request for proposals to all the
major developers in the Detroit area.”

But will the Wilcox House remain
standing after the developmental dust
clears?

Please see pg. 3

Cmmn men’s
soccer State
Champs!

See pg. 20 for
details

Agenda

THE WEEKEND

« Canton Parks and
Recreation will hold a
Children’s Thanksgiving
Party and magic show
featuring Philip Leja at the
Canton Recreation
Center on Saturday from
10 a.m.to 1. a.n. There
will be a movie, games
and refreshments. >pace
is limited to the first 100
children.

* Santa Claus will be coming
to the City of Plymouth to
move into his new house
on Sunday at 5 p.m. in
Kellogg Park. There will
be a family sing-along to
go with St. Nick’s return
to the Plymouth-Canton
community.

UPCOMING

« The holidays are upon us,
and with them come the
Plymouth-Canton
Goodfellows on the
streets of the community
with their annual paper
sale Dec. 3, to benefit
needy kids in the area.
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Teachers, schools will go into mediation tomorrow

Continued from pg. 1

One of the teachers present, Tom
Cotner, said that the teacher’s offering of
three per cent of their salaries last year
was a gesture of good faith and that
teacher salary increases should stay with-

in the rate of inflation.

“It should be approximately at the rate
of inflation, your offer is less than that,”
Cotner said. “The new contract is so far
out of whack with reality that it is an
insult.”

Cotner also said that the board was
headed in a direction that would put the
P-C schools at a disadvantage in compar-
ison with other school systems.

“The board’s offer is less than others
in the area,” Cotner said. “If these cuts go
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Kohler Fixtures
Kraftmaid Cabinets
93% Carrier Furnace

Alarm System

Ceramic Tile Baths
Designer Appliances

12" Ceiling Insulation

R STANDARD FEATURE
Wood Burning Fireplaces

All 1st Floor Master Bedrooms
Floor Coverings Throughout

Kohler Cast lron Steeping Tubs
Central Air Conditioning

Special Sound Proofing
Casement Windows Throughout
2 Car Atached Garage -
Brick Paver Driveways & Walkways
Raised Brick Paver Patio
Many Other Opfions Are Available
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Models Open - 1-6 Daily - Closed Thursday

Custom Condamincums Presented By S & S ﬂ‘amw
1,850 Square Foot Ranches Beginning At $208,900 ———

57 Luxurious Condominiums
Take your pick from the 45 prime sites that remain in this
walled community in Plymouth, Mallard’s Pond is very
beautiful and private, with many wooded walkout sites still
available. Make the right choice and come to Mallard’s
Pond for the lifestyle you deserve. We have 3 models to
choose from or we will customize your’s exclusively for you.

Bob Gerich

QUAIL RUN SUBDIVISION

Design a custom home on one of our remaining
pond lots at beautiful, Quail Run Subdivision.
There are only 19 lots remaining in this premier
Plymouth subdivision, with 9 outstanding
walkout sites available and 3 spec homes
beginning at $284,900.

IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY

WALKOUT LOT - $349,900

.

$299,900

cai Boe Geric 313)455-0300

Y"

through, we won’t be able to compare
these schools to others in the area.”

At the conclusion of his speech,
Cotner got a standing ovation from the
teachers in attendance. Board President
David Artley acknowledged the teachers’
contribution to the situation.

“Without the three per cent deferral;:

this would not be a nice place to go to:
school,” Artley said.

In response to the other points brought ‘

up by Portelli and Cotner, Artley deferred‘
to the process at hand.

“My only comment is that the process ‘

is ongoing,” Artley said. “The board has °

agreed to take part in the mediation.”

According to Assistant Superintendent ., .
for Employee Relations and Personnel”
Errol Goldman, negotiations are currently - -

going on with all of the groups in ques-
tion.

“We're talking with all of the groups,”
Goldman said.

Goldman said that the talks with the
teachers, who have been without a con-
tract since the end of the 1993-94 school
year, are discussing a wage reopener. The
reopener is part of the teacher’s contract,
which runs out in 1996, that basically
states that the parties agreed to talk about
wages in the 1994-95 school year.

“We want to get this resolved as soon
as possible,” Goldman said.

Other worker groups currently talking
to the schools are the maintenance, cafe-
teria, paraprofessional and transportation
workers. Goldman said that their con-
tracts have been expired since last year.

“They haven’t had a contract since
1993, together we decided to put the talks
on hold because of the school funding
controversy,” Goldman said. “They’ve
been running off of their old contracts as
the status quo.”

Goldman said that without a new con-
tract, there is no way to change the work-
ing conditions (break rules, vacation
time, wages) for the employees.

o ——
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Continued from pg. 1

It looks as if it will, but there are no legal guarantees.
Wilcox is on vacation and could not be reached for com- /
ment, but in the request for proposals sent to the develop- ;
ers the language points to keeping the historical mtegnty
of the property.

“His (Wilcox’s) aim is to select a developer and ulti- ' e /4

mately a project that best recognizes and emphasizes the ] .
image of the Plymouth community,” says the document.
“Mr. Wilcox also expects that the project will reflect his
dedication and service to the community.”

Guile said proposals will be reviewed by the Plymouth '
Historical District Commission, but apparently, short of PRI
the city stepping in and stopping a proposed project, there
is no guarantee that the house will remain standing —
unless Wilcox rejects the plan. There is also no guarantee
any of the proposals would call for the removal of the
historic house.

When a proposal is chosen, work will begin quickly.
In the request for proposals it says, “Acceptable propos-
als will be evaluated and a developer will be selected not
later than thirty (30) days after the deadline for submis-
sion of the proposal.

“Once a developer is selected, a contract and financial i
agreements will be finalized with Mr. Wilcox. ;

“After contract and financial arrangements are made,
construction will begin no later than six (6) months after
finalization of contract and financial arrangements,
‘unless final site plan approval has not been obtained from
the City of Plymouth.”

/,./
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This is not the first time proposals have been submit- N
ted for the 3.5 acre site. ~

A senior citizen high rise and two condominium pro- N
jects have failed in the past.
N

Housing is just one of the development options. Guile
said the site could be utilized as a retail or commercial
development under the area’s zoning.

“Jack has final control of the property,” said Guile.
“He has the final say.”
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The Wilcox House, shown here in as sketch by Plymouth Architect Eric Carne, is one of the most famous and
highly visible houses in Downtown Plymouth. Owner Jack Wilcox is requesting proposals for the development of
the house and/or 3.5 acres surrounding the house

New Plymouth City fire codes to affect area gas stations

BY ROB KIRKBRIDE

Self service gas stations in the city of Plymouth should be a little safer if the city com-
mission decides to pass proposed fire code amendments that unanimously passed their
first reading last Monday and will be reviewed one final time on Nov. 21 before becom-
ing law.

The amendments are being made as part of the fire merger with Plymouth Townshxp

One of the most significant changes in the fire code amendments is the requirement
for self-service gas stations to install a “fixed pipe, dry chemical fire extinguisher system
with a combined manual and automatic control system.”

Plymouth Fire Chief Alan Matthews said the changes are being made so Plymouth and
Plymouth Township have a uniform fire code when the departments merge later this year.

“Codes like these (with mandatory fire suppression systems at self-service stations)
are common around the area,” said Matthews. “Canton has it, Plymouth Township has it
and Northville city has it.”

The state fire code does not require the fire suppression systems at self-service sta-
tions, but does require two, listed, portable fire extinguishers no more than 75 feet from
the pumps.

There are five stations in the city of Plymouth that will be affected by the changes.
They are: Evenson’s Shell on Ann Arbor Road; Speedway on Plymouth Road; Total Gas
Station on Mill Street; Hop-N-Go at the corner of Mill Street and Ann Arbor Trail; and
the Clark Station on Main Street.

Under the proposed code changes, each of the stations would have one year to install a
fire suppression system.

The systems are estimated to. cost around $3,000 to $4,000

Matthews said each station owner was mailed a copy of the proposed changes.
letters were mailed Thursday and there has been no response yet,” he said.

The fire suppression units are incorporated into the canopy over the pumps, said
Matthews, with the pipes running along the underside of the canopy.

“When the system is activated,” he said, “the area is deluged with the dry chemical.”

Plymouth Township Fire Chief Larry Groth said although the changes can be costly
for the stations, they make pumping gas that much safer.

Groth said a fuel explosion at the Speedway gas station five years ago was controlled
with the help of the dry chemical fire suppression system. “People could have died at that
fire,” he said, “but that (fire suppression) system dumped and covered that car.”

“The

School Bible club under fire at Monday board meeting

BY ALEX LUNDBERG

Questions raised at the last meeting of
the Plymouth-Canton School board about
an after-school club has put the board in
the unenviable position of pondering the
separation of church and state.

Wendy Sadler, the mother of a
Kindergarten student at Field
Elementary, got up during the citizen’s
comments portion of the board meeting
“to address d-flyér that her child brought

home from school.

According to Sadler, the Boys and
Girls Bible Club does not fit the criteria
necessary for a Bible club at a public
school.

“The Equal Access Act says that it is
permissible to have a student-initiated
religious club at a secondary school,”
Sadler said. “Field elementary is not a
secondary school and this is not a stu-

'dent-initiated.-group.” - - - > - »

Sadler said that by allowing the club
to use the school as a base for their activ-
ities that schools were effectively using
school funds to finance religious activity.

“This is a clear violation of the separa-
tion of church and state,” Sadler said.
“We need to ask what policy the PTO’s
(Parent-Teacher Organizations) use to
advocate religion, how this group was
allowed into the school without being
checked out.”

Sadler asked the board to revoke the
group’s usage of the school as quickly as
it had been granted. .

“A line has been crossed,” Sadler said.
“I challenge you; it took you one night to
get the Boys and Girls Bible Club into
the school, take one night to get rid of it.”

Suzanne Weneger, another Field
Elementary parent who is involved with

Please see pg. 4:
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School Bible
club under fire
at Monday’s
board meeting

Continued from pg. 3

the Bible Club, said that the group had as
much a right to the school as any other
that uses it

“As a mother and a taxpayer,”
Weneger said, “the school is open to all
people.” :

Weneger said that the club was com-
posed of 17 children who were happy to
be there. She also said that all of the chil-
dren in the club had to have permission
slips signed by their parents before they
were admitted to the club.

According to Weneger, the Bible club
was not much different than other clubs
that use the school.

“There is nothing sneaky about this,”
Weneger said. “You let the Boy Scouts
use the school and part of their oath is ‘to
God and Country.’”

As a response to Sadler’s charge to end
the club’s use of the school that night,
Board President David Artley said that
there would be a discussion of the case at
a later time.

“You won’t see any action tonight,”
Artley said. “We'll discuss this once we
see the full facts.”

Boardmember Barbara Graham said
that the board needed to look at the issue
in depth.

Public notices

Bd yourself a good

The Plymouth Community Chamber of Commerce recently held their annual auction/dinner dance. Cindy Drager, ce-chairper-
son of the event holds up a signed jersey of Detroit Lions’ great Barry Sanders. Tom Bohlander and his wife Joyce bid $1,000 for
the jersey. Although the totals are not yet available, the chamber is expected to have made more money than last year. All the
meoney raised is used to benefit chamber of commerce functions. (Photo courtesy of the Chamb_er of Commerce)

NOTICE TO THE BIDDERS

The Board of Education of the Plymouth—Canton Community Schools
Purchasing Department cordially invites qualified Vendors to Bid on the
following:

1 - TOWABLE BOOM LIFT
(Model XL.B-3616A or equal)

Specifications can be obtained at Plymouth-Canton Schools Purchasing
Department located at:

454 South Harvey Street
Plymouth, Michigan 48170

The Board of Education reserves the right to accept any, or reject all bids, as
they judge to be in the best interest of the School District. Bids are due on or -
before Friday, November 18, 1994,

Respectfully submitted,

Susan E. Davis, Secretary
Board of Education

Publish 11-9 and 11-16

Rotary “FOWLS” up!

In our haste to meet Press deadlines, we
neglected to express our deep appreciation to
the following friends of Rotary:

State Senator Robert Geake
Aristocrat Nursery & Landscaping
Fox Hills Chrysler-Plymouth Jeep-Eagle .
Loc Performance Products, Inc. :
Parkway Veterinary Clinic, P.C.
Central Distributors — “Bud Dry”
Adistra Corporation
Plymouth Packaging
Plymouth Plating Works
Saturn of Plymouth
Sunshine Honda-Acura
World Travel, Inc.
Community Crier

For all their wonderful contributions to the
1994 Rotary Chicken Bar-B-Que

Thank You.
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City Streetscape project
expected to be within budget

The Plymouth
Downtown
Development
Authority held a
logo design con-
test for the
upcoming
streetscape pro-
ject. The DDA
board decided to
scrap the art
submitted for
the contest in
favor of “profes-
sional” work.

Downtown Plymouth
changing for the future

BY ROB KIRKBRIDE

Plymouth Downtown Development Authority has a new streetscape logo. But no one
who submitted a proposal for the DDA logo contest won.

DDA director Steve Guile said they went with an old standby — graphic artist Howard
Gelman. Gelman produces brochures and newsletters for the DDA.

“The DDA board looked at all the designs submitted from the contest,” he said. “They
didn’t find one that caught the spirit of the project, so they started all over again.”

The DDA is in the final stages of streetscape planning. They are expecting to receive
the finalized construction drawing in the near future. They will also come before the
Plymouth City Commission at their Nov. 21 regular meeting with a presentauon of their
progress.

“The pro;ect 1tself is going well,” said Guile. “We expect it to come in at budget.”

ADVERTISlNG ADVICE #107

USE THE "HOMETOWN" PAPER

' SPECIAL HOLIDAY SECTIONS

(313) 453-6900

821 Penniman « Plymouth, Michigan 48170 -

- FOR MORE ADVICE g

~ (WITHOUT OBLIGATION) 31 3/ 453-6900
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P-C School board adopts,

BY ALEX LUNDBERG

At Monday’s meeting of the
Plymouth-Canton School board, the
board moved unanimously to approve and
adopt the goals set down by the goals
committee.

The goals committee, made up of
members of the community and education
professionals, was charged with coming
up with goals for the school district for
the 1994-95 school year.

At the first meeting where the goals
committee released its report to the
school board, Dr. Little described some
of the meetings as stormy.

If the goals committee meetings were
stormy, then the workshop where the
board members discussed the goals report
could be best described as foggy.

Board member Roland Thomas was
concerned that the goals as written were
unquantifiable.

“There is no baseline measurement,”
Thomas said.

“We need to know how to measure the
success of this project. This said where
we’re going to be headed, now we need
to know how we are going to do it.”

Roland also wanted to know if the
order of the goals was related to their pri-

ority.

We

re. OPIEN on Saturdays
Get the BEBST DBALSY

Just another way we can better serve YOU.

“approves goals report

Dr. Little said that the charge of the
committee was to come up with goals,
not rate their importance.

Goals committee member Phil
Korovesis said that all of the goals set
down by the committee are immediately
implementable, but it was not their job to
come up with the way to get them accom-
plished.

“Get going, it’s not our job to come up
with ideas about how to make these
work,” Korovesis said. “Get out of the
gate, that’s our focus.”

A great deal of the conversation at the
study session revolved around which of
the goals could be put into effect immedi-
ately. The consensus was that it was trust
in the board and its operation.

“The key element is attitude and
increased communication,” said Jack
Farrow.

“We should ask what kind of attitude
is needed, them the goals will fall into
priority.”

Goals committee member Linda Kato
urged the board to keep the process of
implementing the goals open.

“As you go on with the process, please
remember the word ‘inclusive’,” Kato
said.

“Pon’t, in isolation, move ahead with
these goals.”

HOURS: Mon. & Thurs, 8 a.m. - 9 p.m; Tues., Wed,, Fri. 8 am. - 6 p.m; Sat. 9 am. - 3 pm,

,95 GEO TRACKER C(‘)Z,\'{')E(}%?lgu

STICKER PRICE
$15,834
OUR REBATE
s18
CM REBATE
$150

-A/C, 1.6 ter SORC lmumm:!m trans.,
‘power steering, AM/FM stereo cassetie radle.

YOUR PRICE'14,306*

‘95 BERETTA COUPE
WA YOUR PRICETZ,145*

$13.49
_OUR REBATE

$850
CMREBATE
$500

2.2{ter MFI LA engine, 3 s5d. auto traas., “spechal value” Beretta
package, AM/F stereo o snte, elchic tear window defogger

STICKER PRICE
$14,5%
O

‘95 CORSICA ¢
YOUR PRICE'13,195*

3.1 liter SF1 V6 engine, 4 spd. auto trans, w/overdrive, AM/FM
stereo radie system, rear window defogger.

4 DOOR
SEDAN

We're minutes away from Plymouth-Canton

v Ge®
3 13/425'6500 *Subject to tax, title « All rebates to deal

32570 Plymouth Rd.
Livonia

Fﬁ §
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Neighbors
in the news

Ferris State university bas released
its list of the 1,093 students who have
completed requirements for certifi-
cates, associate’s, bachelor’s and doc-
toral degrees during the winter quarter.

Naomi Pack of Canton received a
Bachelor of Science degree in Vision
Science with highest distinction.

Martin Gaut of Plymouth received
a .Bachelor of Science in
Biotechnology and Mark Krukowski
also of Plymouth received a Bachelor
of Science in Business Administration.

The University of Illinois at Urbana
Champaign has released its list of
recipients of undergraduate degrees for
the 1994 school year. )

Jill Esty, of Plymouth received a
Bachelor of Science degree.

Hope College has released the list
of high school students who have been
awarded Endowed Scholarship
Awards.

The scholarships are awarded to
students who have demonstrated an
ability to to excell in academic areas
as indicated by standardized test
scores and school history.

Amanda Fry of Plymouth was
awarded one of the scholarships,
which is renewable and worth $5,000
a year.

Central Michigan University has
released its list of 20 high school stu-
dents who have accepted Centralis
Scholarships to attend CMU.

Lisa Nicastri of Plymouth is one of
the recipients of the $30,000 scholar-
ship. The money will cover room,
board and tuition and comes with a

each year.

Only students with gpa’s of 3.75 or
better or scores of 28 on their ACT’s
are chosen for the scholarship.

Air Force Airman 1st Class
Richard D. Lint, of Canton, has been
decorated with the Air Force
Achievement Medal.

The medal is awarded to airmen for
meritorious service, acts of courage or
other outstanding accomplishments.

In the last semester, Madonna
University graduated over 700 stu-
dents.

Among those graduates from
Plymouth are Jill Burt, Christine
Carrier, Gerard Durocher,
Christopher Fricke, Joy Gornick,
Antionette Knechtges, Paul Lang,
Victoria McNair and Tracey
Ventola.

$500 stipend for books and supplies
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Friends & neighbors
‘They want you

The Salvation Army kettle drive is looking for a few
good volunteers and the work is easy as ringing a bell

' BY ALEX LUNDBERG

As the holiday season gets ready to
kick into gear (only 39 more shopping
days before Christmas) the signs of the
season are already starting to appear.

The sales at the malls are already on, -

only two more weeks before you can get
a picture with Santa and the Salvation
Army is looking for volunteers for its

“annual bellringer fundraiser.

According to Salvation Army Kettle
Drive Coordinator Martha Schultz, they
have been looking for businesses and
organizations to help out with the drive
since the beginning of September.

We send out flyers on Sept. 1 about
the Kettle Breakfast in October,” Schultz
said.

“Organizations that come to the break-
fast get the first choice of where they’d
like to do their fundraising.”

Groups that took part in last year’s
drive were contacted for this year’s drive.

Schultz said that the Kiwanis and
Rotary Clubs, which take part every year,
have a competition to see who can raise

Man on

Plymouth resident Richard Merrill
flew out to Houston, TX, Thursday to
lend a hand in the Red Cross’ flood
relief program for residents there,

The flood area, where damages are
estimated by the Red Cross to be in the
vicinity of $13 million, affects 15,775
families. The Red Cross stated in a
report that almost 1 million meals have
been served and 3,000 paid and volun-
teer staff have worked on the Texas
relief program.

Merrill is part of a four-person dele-
gation from the Southeastern Michigan
chapter of the American Red Cross. He
will be overseeing supplies for the effort
acting as logistics technician. If there
were a disaster in this area, all commu-.
nications for the relief effort would go
through Merrill’s committee.

The Red Cross provides temporary
accommodation, food and clothing to
disaster victims. Depending on the
need, the Red Cross also prevides
replaces household items, occupational
supplies and prescription medicines.

more money. Each year they take turns
on who will have the opening weekend,
Schultz said.

Even with the service clubs competing
for the biggest cash intake, last year’s
draw was not as good as expected.

“In Plymouth, Canton and Northville
we took in around $96,000,” Schultz said.
“Our goal was to bring in $100,000. We
just didn’t reach that goal.”

One thing that will hamper efforts to
raise money this year is the loss of a ket-
tle site. At Meijer’s in Canton

Schultz said that the company didn’t
discontinue their support for anything
that the Salvation Army did.

“The company just made a corporate
decision,” Schultz said.

“Hopefully we’ll be able to come back
next year”

Another stumbling block that they
would like to avoid is not getting enough
bellringers.

“We’re looking for 2 lot of volunteers,
if not we’ll be hurting,” Schultz said.

“Otherwise we’ll have to hire someone to
do it and dip into the funds that we’re try-
ing to raise, funds that are supposed to go
to the needy of The Plymouth-Canton-
Northville Commuynity.”

Schultz said that last year they had to
hire 20 people to cover the volunteer
shortfall and cover all of the kettle sites.
Schultz said that they have to hire,
because they cannot leave the kettles
unattended.

“It would be nice if we lived in that
kind of society,” Schultz said. “But we
can’t leave the kettles alone.”

The Salvation Army will be operating
kettles at 18 sites this year, the drive will
start at the area supermarkets on Nov. 21,
22 and 23, and on Nov. 25 all of the ket-

tle sites will be covered by bellringers.

In Canton, kettles will be at K-Mart,
Kroger, Builder’s Square, Target and
Farmer Jack’s.

In Plymouth, kettles will be at K-Mart,
Danny’s Market, Kroger, Arbor Drug,
Little Professor’s Book Store and the
Penniman Avenue Post Office.

a mission
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Schools extend lease on
Livonia’s Lowell middle
school for $40K cheaper

BY ALEX LUNDBERG

At Monday’s meeting of the
Plymouth-Canton School Board, the lease
agreement on Lowell School with the
Livonia Public Schools was continued for
another four years.

The school, which has been leased to
the P-C Schools since 1981, will be
leased to the schools for $90,000 a year.

The rate, which was fbrmerly
$100,000 a year, will save the P-C
schools $40,000 over the next four years.

As part of the agreement, the Livonia
Public Schools will be responsible for
hiring custodial services, snow removal
and the routine maintenance of the
school, which will be billed to the P-C
Schools.

“They do the hiring so they didn’t
have to lay anyone off,” Assistant
Superintendent for Business and
Operations Ray Hoedel said.

“We pick up the bill and also pay for
the utilities.”

Hoedel also said that the Livonia

schools own everything in the school that
is permanent.

So when the bill comes to the Livonia
schools for the school’s rewiring, it will
be reimbursed by the P-C schools.

The money for the wiring coming out
of the savings on the new lease.

At the meeting, Boardmember Roland
Thomas asked what provisions had been
made for community groups who might
want to use the school.

Hoedel said that the terms of the
agreement were liberal enough to allow
community groups to use the facility.

“If one of their community groups
wanted to use the school,” Thomas asked,
“and there was a conflict with one of
ours, who would get preference?”

“We do,” Hoedel said. “But we have
never been asked about it.” )

According to Hoedel, the schools are
leasing the building for its convenience.

“It’s so we don’t have to build one,”
Hoedel said. “If we didn’t have it we
would have to take 643 students and
redistrict them. It’s a good deal, we’re
getting the school for about $1 per square
foot and we keep the school in good con-
dition.”
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Judged well liked

Retiring Judge Jim Garber received a fond faréwell from friends, peers and family
last Thursday at a dinner held in his honor at the Plymouth Manor. (Crier photo by
Donna Angers)
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CHRISTMAS IN PLYMOUTH ', ‘&

The City of Plymouth
Parks & Recreation Department

<
P 7258

FREE SHOW DATES HOURS FREE

ADMISSION FRI-SAT - SUN Friday & Saturday
November 25th, 26th & 28th 10a.m. - 5p.m. PARRING
December 2nd, 3rd & 4th Sunday Noon - 5p.m.
At The Plymouth Cultural Center  piymouth Cultural Center
525 Farmer St. | |  Farmer

Plymouth v

For more information call
Plymouth Parks & Recreation

313-455-6623

\\ 1-275

Sheldon
Harvey
Mill St.
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Neighbors
“in business

The Canton Chamber of
Commerce will once again host their
Holiday Party for the Needy dinner
dance on Friday, Dec. 2 to help collect
donations for Gene “Santa” Reeves.

The dance is at 7 p.m. at Fellows
Creek Golf Club and will include hors
d’oeuvres, dining and dancing.

Reeves, 92, has spent the last 59
years collecting money for various
children’s charities such as the Dorsey
School for the Blind, and various
charities for the retarded and for foster
grandparent programs. The chamber
will be collecting donations for
Reeves all during the year.

Venture Outdoors, the new
outdoor outfitter on Penniman near
Harvey in downtown Plymouth,
continues to expand their inventory.

The store carries a wide variety of
outdoor clothing — including top-of-
the-line boots for the upcoming snowy
season.

Stella Contracting of Plymouth
received the Best Use of Space —
Kitchens award for their display at the
Builders Association of Southeastern
Michigan Fall Remodeling Show at
the Novi Expo Center.

Ideal Auto Body in Plymouth
recently opened for business. Besides
specializing in body work, Ideal Auto
Body does work in car maintenance.

The R.A. DeMattia Company, a
Plymouth-based design, construction
and land development firm, recently
announced the completion of Metro
North Technology Park II — a 105-
acre business park. The park is located
in  Auburn Hills along I-75
southbound and borders Joslyn Road
to the west, Giddings Road to the east
and Taylor Road to the south. The
park is designed specifically for
research, development and corporate
headquarters.

DeMattia will also be constructing
a district office and maintenance
building in Pontiac for Browning-
Ferris Industries (BFI).

The Canton Chamber of
Commerce and the Charter Township
of Canton will host the Third
Thursday Update at 7:30 a.m. on
Thursday, Nov. 17 at Palermo’s
Restaurant. Free to businesses, this
month’s topic will be “DDA Update”,
and the speaker will be Canton
Township Supervisor Tom Yack.

‘validation of car and truck seats and

Getting down to business

Crash test

Johnson Controls’ crash sled puts company on cutting edge

A new $2.8 million vehicle crash
simulator at Johnson Controls
Automotive Systems Group technology
center in Plymouth is helping the world’s
largest producer of automotive seating
systems speed up product testing and

requirements.

interiors.

With the start-up of the HYGE™
(hydraulically controlled gas-actuated)
Crash Simulator this week, Johnson
Controls became the first independent
automotive seat supplier in North
America to have in-house crash sied
testing capability.

“Our new testing system is an asset to
our community and to our customers,”
said Jerry Zimmerlee, chief engineer for
technical services at Johnson Controls.
“Having a state-of-the-art crash sled at
our engineering headquarters reflects our
commitment to being a full-service
supplier.”

The crash simulator installed at
Johnson Controls — supplied by CVC
Products of Syracuse, N.Y. — is one of
approximately 30 such systems in use by
major automotive companies worldwide.

Systems, Inc.

The HYGE system simulates crash
conditions in a way that will allow
Johnson Controls to assist its customers
in meeting their dynamic impact

accelerations of up to 55 g’s (55 times the
earth’s gravity) though typical tests are
run in the 30 to 35 g range.

Johnson Controls’
simulation system includes an 80-foot
track, an accelerating test sled, computer-
controlled activating devices and sensors,
seven high-speed cameras, a high-speed
video system, and an observation room.

To support its expanded testing
capability, Johnson Controls has added a
team of eight anthropomorphic (human-
like) test dummies.

Various groups of the dummy team —
which includes four adults and four
children — ride in vehicle seats during
crash simulations. Sensors on many
locations on the crash dummies’ bodies
collect data on the effect of specific types
of collisions. The dummies were supplied
by Plymouth-based First Technology

“The information we collect from each

crash simulation is critical,” said
Zimmerlee. “It enables us both to assist
our customers in meeting dynamic safety
requirements and better engineer the
product.

“And the data helps us build reliable
computer models that can help predict
how advanced seating systems comply
with federal standards.”

The new system is expected to speed
up Johnson Controls’ development of
future seating systems, according to
Zimmerlee.

In the past, the company relied on
outside companies to conduct crash tests
to ensure that proposed seat systems
satisfied Federal Motor Vehicle Safety
Standards (FMVSS). “Much shorter lead
times will be required for test scheduling
now that we have an in-house system,”
said Zimmerlee.

In January 1995, Johnson Controls
will start up a head-impact test station at
the Plymouth technology center. The
addition of this equipment will make
Johnson Controls the first complete seat
supplier in North America to offer full,
in-house FMVSS testing capabilities.

can generate

new crash

Little Professor celebrates National Children’s Book Week

Little Professor Book Center is joining with the Children’s

Book Council this week to celebrate the 75th annual observance -

of National Children’s Book Week.

“This year’s theme for National Children’s Book Week is,
‘Books for Everyone, Everyone for Books’,” said Jackie Powers,
owner of Little Professor. “National Children’s Book Week
brings us together to talk about books and reading. This yearly
celebration puts the cause of children’s reading squarely before
the whole community.”

" Powers said the beginning of Children’s Book Week can be

traced to 1912 when the recently-appointed librarian of the Boy

Scouts of America, Franklin K. Mathiews, tock the initiative to
give new direction to boys’ reading. From 1913 to 1915, he
toured the country to promote higher standards in children’s
books, culminating in a speech at the 1915 American Booksellers
Association Convention where he proposed creating a Children’s
Book Week. In 1916, the American Booksellers Association and
the American Library Association cosponsored with the Boy
Scouts a Good Book Week. World War I delayed the progress of
this Book Week until 1919 when a resolution was passed at the
annual ABA meeting for a Children’s Book Week in November.

“Just as the need for good books for children inspired the
creation of National Children’s Book Week, we feel strongly that
this celebration should work every year to advance the
involvement of more libraries, schools, bookstores, parents, and
most importantly, children,” Powers said. “The sentiments
expressed 75 years ago are the same today: Books should be
freely available to every boy and girl in this country. When we
teach children the joy of reading, we create lifetime readers who
are able to explore worlds previously thought out of their reach.”

Powers said this year PBS-TV introduced two nationally-
televised series that promote reading and learning. The series
“Storytime” showcased 127 books in its 40 episodes with
Hollywood celebrities and puppets reading books aimed at
children between the ages of three and seven.

Powers said one of the most popular series of books young
adults are buying is R.L. Stine’s Goosebumps. This series for

readers between the ages of eight and 10 issues a new book every.
month. Stine also writes one book a month in his Fear Street
series for readers between the ages of 10 and 13. Each new
release is consistently listed near the top of USA Today’s weekly
bestseller list that charts book sales.

“We’re proud to support National Children’s Book Week by
offering children and young adults a wide and varied selection of
titles to encourage them to réad,” said Powers.

Top sales

g Courtney, :
award as top office and John McArdie of the same office was
recognized as a Platinum realtor — at Republic Bankcorp

" Mortgage Inc.’s Recognition Night Celebratien.



“Soccer Champs Pictured Above:
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94 STATE CHAMPS

anton Mens Soccer

Shawn Conwéy, George Tommasso, Jeff Cohen, Anthony R1emma, Todd Stonestreet,
Chad Dale, James Bossieux, Jeremy Stillings. Pete Derergis, Robert Gumber, Graham Wilk,
Jeff Fliss, Sam McGrath, Keith Gniewek, Evan Sabourin, Jeff Knysz, Greg Kilby, Ryan Meath,

American Speedy

Printing Center

1052 W. Ann Arbor Rd. « Plymouth
313/455-2350
FAX:313/455-0686

World Travel Inc.

PMC Center
42183 Ann Arbor Rd.
Plymouth
313/459-6753

COMMA,
345 Fleet Street
Pl