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‘P la y in g  th e  c r o w d . . .  ’ Before crowds in Plymouth for the Ice 
Spectacular, P-C Schools’ “supporters” picketed Attorney Steve Boak’s 
office Thursday^ Boak is legal counsel to Jerry Vorva, who filed the suit that 
has delayed sale of the school-building bond. (Crier photo by Bryon Martin)

District to buy school site
BY BRYON MARTIN

What’s the hurry?
Before they’ve sold the bonds intended to 

finance the purchase, the Plymouth-Canton 
School Board has signed an agreement to buy 
a privately owned parcel of property at the 
northwest corner of Cherry Hill and Beck 
roads, in Canton.

The 16.5-acre parcel, which would host a 
new elementary school, will be bought with 
$700,000 from  the d is tr ic t’s C apital 
Improvement Fund, instead of the bonds 
originally approved for the purchase, accord­
ing to Board President Mark Horvath.

But the proper question m ight not be 
‘what’s the hurry,’ but ‘what took so long’.

P-C schools have been in “ongoing nego­
tiations for some time” for the parcel, accord­
ing to Horvath, who called it a good buy.

“I’m very excited about the property,” he 
said. The Cherry Hill-Beck site is central to 
the area where the district has said it wants to 
build: parts of Canton now growing and 
expected to grow more. District documents 
claim more than 700 homes are being built in 
subdivisions around the site.

The district announced its intentions to 
buy such a parcel in southwest Canton in 
early 1997, when details in the March 22 
bond were being worked out.

According to Horvath, the district “was 
made aware of the parcel long ago.” This site 
was the district’s first choice, he said.

What has held up the purchase, he said, is 
the ongoing lawsuit filed against the bond.

Sale of bond has not yet begun as it awaits 
further action in a lawsuit now before the 
Wayne County Court of Appeals. Sales are 
unlikely until a resolution in the case is 
reached. Had the bonds been sold following 
their March 22 approval by voters, the money 
for the purchase would have been available 
sooner.

The bond delays were hurting the dis­
trict’s chances of getting a site they wanted, 
he said. “Property goes quickly in Canton.”

With the board’s approval, the district 
gained permission to enter a purchase agree­
ment with Eleanor Wiles, who now owns the 
property.

A close on the deal may still be three 
months away, pending environmental tests.

Canton P.D. pursues 
‘interesting’ robbery
Report raises questions, police say

BY SCOTT SPIELMAN
C anton  P o lice  are in v es tig a tin g  an 

armed robbery that occurred in the Canton 
Crossing Apartments complex Thursday.

According to police reports two male 
victims, 31-year-old Tim Brown of New 
Boston and 27-year-old Westland resident 
Scott Perpignani were in the apartment of 
Kathryn Fischer, 30, who was out shop­
ping.

Brown, who was 
in the kitchen, felt 
som eone tap  h im  
on the shoulder. He 
tu rn ed  aro u n d  to 
see a m an w ith  a 
nylon over his head 
p o in tin g  a gun in 
his face, according 
to reports.

Perpignani said 
he w as p lay in g  
co m p u te r gam es 
w hen he heard  a 
scuffle and saw two 
men punching and kicking Brown.

The two men allegedly pointed guns at 
Brown and Perpignani and ordered them to 
get on the g ro u n d , and  k ep t a sk ing : 
‘W h e re ’s the m o n e y ,” acco rd in g  to 
reports.

The suspects then taped the victim s 
hands behind their backs, reports said, and 
forced them into the bedroom, where they 
taped their legs together and placed pil­
lows over their heads, threatening to kill 
them if they didn’t tell where the money 
was.

T he su sp ec ts  began  ran sack in g  the 
p lace looking for m oney, according to 
reports.

Fischer returned hom e while the sus­
pects were searching her apartment. The 
suspects forced  her in to  the bedroom , 
taped  her up and asked  her w here her 
boyfriend kept the money.

Fischer told the suspects, and they took 
the $260 hidden in the apartm ent, along 
with about $40 from Brown’s wallet and 
Perpignani’s leather jacket, according to 
reports.

“T his is a very in teresting  case ,” he 
said. “We don’t yet know if  it was drug- 
related, what the motive was or if it was a 
sim ple robberym ,’”"C anton Po lice  Ofc. 
Leonard Schemanske said.

A cco rd in g  to 
S c h e m a n s k e ,  
a lth o u g h  the ro b ­
bery  happened  
betw een  7 :30  and 
8:15 p.m. Thursday, 
F isch e r and
P e rp ig n an i d id n ’t 
rep o rt the crim e 
until the following 
day.

Schemanske also 
said that when ques­
tioned, Fischer told 
p o lice  tha t she 

hadn’t touched anything in the apartment, 
and had spent the night in a Red Roof Inn in 
Plymouth. When police arrived to examine 
the apartment, however, it had been cleaned.

Neighbors have been questioned, but thus 
far no one claims to have seen or heard any­
thing unusual at the time the crim e was 
committed, Schemanske said.

“Something smells funny,” he said. “I 
don’t think it was a falsified report, but I 
think there was some vital information left 
out.”

Police have recovered the tape that was 
a lleged ly  used to restra in  the v ic tim s, 
Schemanske said.

Canton police are investigating all leads, 
according to Schemanske.

“This is a very serious situation. Those 
people are lucky they weren’t shot,” he said. 
“It’s not very often that something like this 
happens in this community.”

‘S o m e t h in g  s m e l ls  f a n n y .

I  d o n ’t  t h i n k  i t  w a s  a f a l s i -  

f t e d  r e p o r t ,  b u t  I  t h i n k  

t h e r e  w a s  s o m e  v i t a l  

i n f o r m a t i o n  l e f t  o u t . ’

Ofc. Leonard Schemanske 
Canton P.D.

E a s t  M i d d l e  S c h o o le r  le a d s  i n

m a g ic  c lu b  f u n d r a i s e r

See Friends & Neighbors pg. 6

Changing recipes
N e w  m a n a g e m e n t  c h a n g e s

n a m e ,  f o c u s  o f  T im b e r  C r e e k
See Getting Down to Business pg. 8

On the road
W h a t 's  i t  l ik e  to  t r a v e l  w i t h  th e

W h a le rs ?  B r ia n  C o r b e t t  k n o w s
See Sports pgs. 18-21
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Pomorski promoted to Sergeant
Position blends patrol, detective duties for storied ̂ officer

BY SCOTT SPIELMAN 
You can’t take a pizza from a killer.
A simple, odd phrase, yet enough to help 

newly-promoted Sgt. Rick Pomorski solve 
one of the more difficult cases he has seen 
during his 10 year stint in Canton’s detective 
bureau.

The case involved a man who was shot 
several years ago in Canton Commons. There 
were no eyewitnesses, no leads. Pomorski and 
his partner, Jerry Hardesty, who was promot­
ed to sergeant early last year, went to a pizza 
parlor to interview someone who delivered to 
the area. He offered them a pizza. •

“I just got this strange, gut feeling and I 
turned to Jerry and said: ‘You can’t take a 
pizza from a killer,” ’ Pomorski said.

From  the gut feeling , Pom orski and 
Hardesty slowly hammered out a case, which 
eventually led to the delivery man’s arrest and 
conviction of First Degree murder; a case that 
was even shown on court TV.

Pomorski has been involved in solving 
some of Canton’s most notorious murders,

including Leonard Tyburski, who killed his 
wife and hid her in his freezer, and the hit- 
and-run of Melissa Chissom. Last week, he 
was promoted to sergeant.

Pomorski started with the department as a 
cadet Aug. 8, 1980. He was made full patrol 
officer within a year and was the first and only 
Canton police officer to serve an indefinite 
assignment in the detective bureau.

“Usually assignments last three years,” he 
said. “The department wanted someone to do 
the job longer than that, and they chose me.”

Pomorski returned to patrol shortly before 
his prom otion, but has nothing but good 
things to say about being a detective.

“It was an absolutely great job,” he said. 
“When it came to following leads, I was only 
limited by my imagination. I’ve always been 
pretty inventive and I’d get a thought and fol­
low it up. It would usually turn out pretty 
well.”

One of those thoughts took him and some 
fellow detectives to Lansing to try and get a 
state bill passed, he said.

He was trying to have the second-hand 
sporting goods store Play It Again Sports des­
ignated as a pawn shop, so the store would be 
required to keep better track of the used 
equipment they purchased.

“What we had was a number of cases of 
people stealing golf clubs and other equip­
ment from garages and selling them to Play It 
Again Sports,” Pomorski said. “They’re not 
required to keep any records, so there was no 
way of really tracking the equipment.”

The bill was never passed, but Pomorski 
said he was glad to work for a progressive 
Public Safety Department like Canton’s that 
would allow him and other detectives to go to 
Lansing to lobby for changes in the law.

Pomorski’s new job as sergeant is a com­
bination of detective and patrol officer tasks, 
he said. Traditionally, a patrol officer can fol­
low up on immediate leads to any of his 
cases, while those requiring fiirther investiga­
tion are turned over to the detective bureau.

Detectives are responsible for following 
leads that patrol officers don’t have the time

SGT. RICK POMORSKI
or jurisdiction to follow, he said.

Pomorski will go out on patrol, and over­
see the actions of other police officers, he 
said.

“It’s like middle management,” he said. 
“As a patrol officer I was just one person, but 
now I have other people working under me, 
and I can direct them.

“I’m going to miss the detective bureau, 
but one of the best things in life is change, this 
is a new challenge and I’m looking forward to 
it,” he said.
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R aise for some C a n to n  em ployes
4  p e r  c e n t  i n c r e a s e  f o r  n o n - u n i o n  w o r k e r s  i n  l i n e  w i t h  o t h e r  c o m m u n i t i e s

BY SCOTT SPIELMAN
T he C an ton  T o w n sh ip  B o ard  o f 

T rustees voted unanim ously Tuesday to 
approve a four per cent increase in pay for 
all non-union employes.

T he  reco m m en d a tio n  cam e a f te r  a 
M erit Commission study of communities 
o f  s im ila r  s iz e s , such  as W a te rfo rd  
Township, Shelby Township and Redford 
Township, showed that most Canton offi­
cials were below average salary for simi­
lar positions.

“I t ’s hard to get an apples-to-apples 
comparison,” said Dave Medley, Canton’s 
manager of Personnel Services. “A lot of 
communities have some of the same job 
titles, but different responsibilities. We 
try to benchmark positions found in most 
c o m m u n itie s  and d e te rm in e  m ark e t 
value.”

The C om m ission also recom m ended 
the Township increase the reimbursement 
rates for employes who use their own cars 
for township duties.

‘We try to be as impar­
tial as we can. We don't 

want to be way out in 
left field paying people 
what they don 't deserve, 
but we don't want to pay 
too little, either.'

Dave Medley
Canton Personnel Mgr.

The increase, from  $.26 per m ile to 
$.315 per mile, is the maximum allowed 
by the IRS.

The four per cen t increase in salary 
will require a budget amendment, accord­
ing to Dan D urack, A dm inistrative and

Com m unity Services director. C an ton’s 
1998 budget included a th ree  per cen t 
in c re a se  in sa la ry . The fo u r p e r cen t 
increase requires another $22,000, Durack 
said.

The Merit Commission is a three-mem­
ber civil service board created by a local 
ordinance, according to Medley, who also 
serves on the M erit C om m ission . It is 
responsible for oversight of hiring, firing 
and compensation of non-union employes.

One member of the Merit Commission 
is nom inated by the Board o f Trustees, 
another by Canton non-union employes, 
and the third by the first two commission­
ers, he said.

“We try to be as impartial as we can. 
We don’t want to be way out in left field 
paying people what they don’t deserve, 
but we don’t want to pay too little, either,” 
Medley said. “We try to determine the cost 
to attract someone to the job. I t’s one of 
those cases where you get what you pay 
for.”

Spectacular draw: near 750,000
:■& .  A   VVKXViw; '

M u n i c i p a l  

w o r k e r s  k e e p  

C i t y  s t r a i g h t  

d u r i n g  a n n u a l  

s p e c t a t o r  s i e g e

* #

BY BRYON MARTIN
S tree ts  in P ly m o u th ’s 

C en tra l B u sin ess  D is tr ic t 
were shut to vehicular traffic 
over the last six days — and 
this time, it didn’t have any­
thing to do with broken water 
m ains or stree t repair p ro ­
jects.

C ap ac ity  crow ds —  an 
estimated 750,000 people — 
show ed up fo r the 1998 
Plym outh In ternational Ice 
S cu lp tu re  S p ec tacu la r, 
according to Paul Sincock, 
assistant city manager and director of the 
Department of Municipal Services.

That’s more than ever before, Sincock 
said, a fact that was easy to see.

“(The turnout) doesn’t surprise me,” he 
said. “At any given moment you could see 
about 10,000 people around,” Kellogg Park 
and the rest of downtown Plymouth. And 
because of the cold temperatures and walk­
ing involved, Sincock said, that number 
would turnover about every hour or so.

As Municipal Services director, Sincock 
heads the City staff responsible for prepara­
tion and maintenance of the icy site of the 
annual siege. City Police, fire department 
personnel and others are part of the effort, 
too.

The annual siege of spectators th a t descend upon Plym outh fo r the In ternational Ice Scu lp tu re  
S p ec tacu la r h it reco rd  num bers th is  y ea r, accord ing  to  P au l S incock, assistan t city m anager. 
Estim ates p u t the total attendance a round  750,000 fo r the six-day event. Sincock said about 10,000 
people gathered around event sites and  in the City’s blocked-off streets during peak times. (C rier 
photo by Kenny Ingle) .

Part of their preparation, and one way 
Sincock estimates attendance, is through 
traffic control, he said. As the number of 
spectators driv ing in to  the C ity for the 
Spectacular increases, so does the size of 
the crowd downtown.

To avoid potential car-pedestrian acci­
dents, streets are closed to auto traffic in an 
area radiating from Kellogg Park. As more 
people arrive downtown, more streets are 
shut down, according to Sincock.

This year, the no-drive zone reached 
Wing Street, a first.

“I ’m amazed at how long traffic came in 
at high-control” levels, Sincock said, esti­
mating that about eight hours were spent 
with roads closed down.

Sincock himself worked about 40 hours 
beyond his normal workweek shifts during 
the  S p e c ta c u la r , he sa id . M u n ic ip a l 
Services workers pitched in equally.

“Some came in as early as 6 a.m. on 
Saturday. Some stayed until the end at 11 
p .m .,” he said. “I ’m very proud o f the 
crew. They worked very hard this week­
end.”

City Police patrolled the festival, and 
am bulances w ere on-hand fo r m edical 
emergencies.

Even the 35th District Court pitched in, 
picking up what others pitched out: the 
court probation  program  picked up the

Please see pg. 9

S e e  p a g e s  1 2  &  1 3  f o r  p h o t o s  f r o m  t h i s  y e a r ’s  S p e c t a c u l a r

Agenda
T h i s  W e e k

• Tonight, U.S. Rep. Lynn 
Rivers will hold a town 
hall meeting in the Canton 
High School little Theater, 
from 7 - 8:30 p.m. An 
update of recent actions 
in Congress will begin the 
evening, but will be an 
open forum for discussion 
of audience-initiated top­
ics. For more info, call 
Rivers’ office at (734) 
741-4210.

N e x t  W e e k

• Tuesday morning the 
Northville Senior Center, 
215 W Cady, presents a 
Breakfast Club meeting. 
Scott Baldwin will discuss 
“Life Style Planning”, from 
10:30 -1 1 :30 a.m. Coffee, 
doughnuts and muffins 
will be provided. Cost, $2 
per person.

• Wednesday, Plymouth- 
Canton Schools begin 
registration in the Canton 
High School Cafeteria for 
Community Education 
Racquetball. For $110, P- 
C residents can purchase 
one-hour blocks of court 
time for an 18-week peri­
od. Numbers will be 
issued beginning at 7 
p.m., and starting at 7:30, 
in numerical order, resi­
dents will have choose 
their time slot, Monday - 
Thursday, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
Call 416-2940 for info.

I n h e x

Business....................  pg. 8
Friends & Neighbors......pg. 6
Happenings.........pgs. 10- 11
Deaths......... .........   ,...pg. 5
Sports...................pgs. 18 - 21
Opinions.............. pgs. 22 - 23

The time most folks spend 
indoors during the winter is 
perfect for doing a little work 
around the house. Put The 
Crier’s Home Repair sec­
tion in with your other tools. 
Look for it next week.
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The
Community Crier
U S P S - 3 4 0 - 1 5 0  
P u b lis h e d  w e e k ly  a t  
8 2 1  P e n n im a n  A ve .,
P ly m o u t h ,  M I  
4 8 1 7 0 -1 6 2 4 .  C a rr ie r  
d e liv e r e d :  $ 2 7  p e r  
y e a r. M a il  de livered:
$ 4 0  p e r  y e a r .
P e r io d ic a ls  p o s ta g e  
p a id  a t  P ly m o u th , M i 4 8 1 7 0 -1 6 2 4 .  C a ll 
(7 34 ) 4 5 3 -6 9 0 0  fo r de live ry .

T h e  C r ie r ’s ad v e rtise rs  s trive  to  h o n ­
e s tly  p re s e n t c o m m e rc ia l m es s a g e s  to  
o u r  rea d e rs . If, fo r a n y  rea s o n , y o u  fin d  
p ro b le m s  w ith  a  C r ie r  a d , p le a s e  c a ll  
o u r  office a t  (7 3 4 ) 4 5 3 -6 9 0 0 .

C r ie r  a d v e r t is in g  is  p u b l is h e d  in  
a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  th o s e  p o lic ie s  s p e lle d  
o u t on  th e  c u r re n t  ra te  c a rd , w h ic h  is  
a v a i la b le  d u r in g  b u s in e s s  h o u rs  fro m  
o u r  o f f ic e  a t  8 2 1  P e n n im a n  A v e . ,  
P ly m o u th . T h e  p u b lis h e r , so le ly , m a k e s  
f in a l a ccep tan ce  o f  a  spec ific  a d v e rtis e ­
m e n t (n o t a n  a d v e rtis in g  rep re s e n ta tiv e ) 
a n d  o n ly  p u b lic a tio n  o f  th e  a d  s ign ifies  
s u c h  accep tance .

P o s tm a s te r , send change o f address  
n o tic e  to  T h e  C o m m u n ity  C r ie r ,  8 2 1  
Pennim an Ave., Plymouth, M I 4 81 7 0 -1 6 2 4 .

Please continue  
the  recycling loop

TH IS P A P E R  IS 
PROUDLY
PR IN T ED  O N  
1 0 0 %  RECYCLED 
PA PE R  W IT H  
SOY INKS

New address?
WELCOME WAGON® 
can help you 
feel a t home
Greeting new  neighbors is a  t r a d i t i o n  with WELCOME 
WAGON - 'America's Neighborhood .Tradition."
I'd like to visit you. To say 'H i' and present gifts and  
greetings from community-minded businesses. I'll 
also present Invitations you can  redeem  for more 
gifts. And it's all free.
A WELCOME WAGON visit is a  special treat to help 
you get settled and feeling more 'a t  home." A 
friendly get-together is easy to  arrange. Just call me.

In Canton In Plymouth
Call Cathie Wallace: Call Mary Moses:
313/438-1049 734/459-5582

Middle School parents night
P r o g r a m ,  t o  h e l p  8 t h  g r a d e r s  ’  m o v e  t o  C E P

I f  y o u ’ve g o t k id s  in P ly m o u th -  
C anton’s m iddle schools, a presentation 
tom orrow  n ight at CEP m ay help  you 
help  them  m ake the transition  to high 
school life.

M id d le  S ch o o l P a re n t N ig h t w ill 
highlight will highlight activities, events 
and requirem ents students can expect as 
they m ake the jum p from  8th grade to 
Canton and Salem High Schools.

R epresen ta tives from  d iffe ren t s tu ­
dent activities, as well as the JOURNEY 
and SPECTRA academic program s will 
be on-hand to answer parents’ questions 
and distribute information.

Both Canton and Salem High School 
w ill hold  program s in the ir cafeterias. 
S ta r tin g  tim es fo r the  p ro g ra m s w ill 
vary, depending on from  w hich school 
the parent comes.

I f  p aren ts  know w hich h igh  school 
their 8th grader will go to next fall, they 
are encouraged to attend the program  in

that school’s cafeteria.
For m ore in fo rm a tio n , ca ll CEP at 

416-7782.

Middle School
Parents Night
Lowell & Central parents

• Meet your counselors: 7:00 > 7:45 p.m.
• Tour the high school buildings: 8:00 -

8:30 p.m.

East, W est & Pioneer parents
• Tour the buildings: 7:30 - 7:55 p.m.
• Meet your counselors: 8:00 - 8:45 p.m.

Held in both the Canton and Salem High 
School cafeterias.

C H A R T E R  T O W N S H IP  O F  P L Y M O U T H  
B O A R D  O F  T R U S T E E S -R E G U L A R  M E E T IN G  

T U E S D A Y , J A N U A R Y  13,1998

Supervisor Keen -McCarthy called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. and led in the pledge of Allegiance to 
the Flag. All members were present.

Supervisor Keen-McCarthy conducted the swearing in of Lawrence Carey, Chief of Police.

Mrs. Massengill moved to approve the agenda for the January 13,1998, Regular Meeting of the Board of 
Trustees as submitted. Seconded by Ms. Arnold. Ayes all.

Mrs. Massengill moved to approve the consent agenda as submitted for the January 13,1998, Regular 
Meeting of the Board of Trustees. Seconded by Ms. Arnold. Ayes all.

Mrs. Mueller moved to approve the second reading of Ordinance No. C-97-03, amending Section 1, Chapter 
20, Building Code of the Charter Township of Plymouth with the revision requested by the Building Official 
deleting the last sentence in Section 112.3.1, which reads “All fees shall be paid at the time of application to 
the Township Treasurer or in such other manner as the Township Supervisor shall direct”. Section 112.3.1 
now reads: “Fee Schedule. A fee for each plan, examination, building permit, bond and inspection shall be 
established and may be changed from time to time by resolution of the Township Board”. Seconded by Ms. 
Arnold. Ayes all on a roll call.

Mr. Curmi moved to approve the second reading of Ordinance No. C-97-04, to amend Section 1, Chapter 21, 
National Electric Code of 1996, of the Charter Township of Plymouth adopted bty N.F.P.A., September 1, 
1995. Seconded by Mr. Griffith. Ayes all on a roll call.

Mr. Griffith moved to approve the second reading of Ordinance No. C-97-05, to amend Section 1, Chapter
25, International Mechanical Code of the Charter Township of Plymouth with the revision requested by the 
Building Official deleting the last sentence in Section M. 116.4, which reads “All fees shall be paid at the time 
of application to the Township Treasurer or in such other manner as the Township Supervisor shall direct.” 
Section M. 116.4 now reads: “Fee Schedule. The fees for all mechanical work shall be established by resolu­
tion of the Township Board.” Seconded by Ms. Arnold. Ayes all on a roll call.

Mr. Edwards moved to approve the second reading of Ordinance No. C-97-06, amending Section 1, Chapter
26, CABO One and Two Family Dwelling Code, 1995 Edition, of the Charter Township of Plymouth. 
Seconded by Ms. Arnold. Ayes all on a roll call.

Mrs. Massengill moved to approve the second reading of Ordinance No. C-97-07, repealing Ordinance No. 
C-94-06, Sectionl, Chapter 27, National Plumbing Code, 9th Edition, 1993, of the Charter Township of 
Plymouth. Seconded by Mr. Edwards. Ayes all on a roll call.

Mrs. MaSsengill moved to re-establish Public Hearing date on the request to transfer Industrial Facilities 
Exemption Certificate #96-020 from A.O. Smith to Tower Automotive, 43955 Plymouth Oaks Blvd. to the

January 27,1998, regular Board of Trustee meeting. Seconded by Mr. Griffith. Ayes all.

Ms. Arnold moved to re-establish Public Hearing date for January 27, 1998, on the request from Tower 
Automotive for a Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate for building improvements, machinery, equip­
ment, furniture and fixtures for their facility located at 43955 Plymouth Oaks Blvd. Seconded by Mrs. 
Massengill. Ayes all. '

Mrs. Massengill moved that February 10,1998, be set for Public Hearing on the request by Valu Tec that a 
Plant Rehabilitation District be established for Key Plastics, Inc., located at 40300 Plymouth Road.
Seconded by Mr. Griffith. Ayes all.

Mr. Curmi moved to approve the change of date for the Plymouth Township Work Session from Tuesday, 
January 20,1998 to Saturday, January 24,1998. Seconded by Ms. Arnold.

Supervisor Keen-McCarthy announced that the meeting will take place at the McDowell Center of 
Schoolcraft College commencing at 9:00 a.m.

Trustee Arnold requested tax abatement updates.

Supervisor Keen-McCarthy announced that the Recreation Committee will be meeting Wednesday, January 
14, 1998 at 4:30 p.m.

It was moved by Mrs. Massengill and seconded by Mrs. Mueller to adjourn the meeting at 7:55 p.m. Ayes all.

Marilyn Massengill, CMC
Clerk, Charter Township of Plymouth

Kathleen Keen-McCarthy, Supervisor 
Charter Township of Plymouth

The foregoing is a synopsis of the minutes of the Board of Trustees held on January 13, 1998. The full text is 
available in the Clerk’s Office for perusal. They will be submitted for Board approval at the next regular 
meeting on January 27, 1998.

PLEASE TAKE NOTE: The Charter Township of Plymouth will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids 
and services such as signers for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at 
all Township Meetings, to individuals with disabilities at the Meetings/Hearings upon two weeks notice to the 
Charter Township of Plymouth by writing or calling the following. Supervisor’s Office, 42350 Ann Arbor 
Road, Plymouth, MI 48170. Phone number: (313) 453-3840 x 200. TDD users: 1-800-649-3777 (Michigan 
Relay Services)

Publish: January 21, 1998
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Community
deaths

■ ■ ■ ■ ■

O bituaries 4T I
For more information on listing a paid obituary notice in The Crier, 

contact your funeral director or call (313) 453-6900

JENNIE SAMBRONE
Jennie Sambrone, a Northville resident, died Jan. 13, 1998 at the age of 88.
Mrs. Sambrone was bom Feb. 5, 1909 in Detroit. She owned and operated 

the Andrine Hotel and Bar in Plymouth, a family-owned bar for 50 years. She 
was a member o f Our Lady of Victory Catholic Church in Northville. She was 
a long -tim e P lym outh  res id en t. She loved  her g ran d ch ild ren , g rea t­
grandchildren and great-great grandchldren. She enjoyed doing puzzles at 
Allen Terrace with her friends. She also enjoyed going to the race track and 
playing cards.

She is survived by her son, Paul (Antoinette) Sambrone o f Plymouth; 
daughter, A nna C hristensen o f Redford; eight grandchildren; 11 great­
g randch ild ren ; th ree  g rea t-g rea t-g ran d ch ild ren ; and s is te rs , L o re tta  
Bommarito of Prudenville, MI, Neva Banks of California, Katherine Pelleritto 
of Roseville, MI. She is preceded in death by her husband, Andrew; and her 
son, Vito.

Services were held at Our Lady of Good Counsel Catholic Church with the 
Rev. Father Stanley Tokarski officiating. Burial was at Riverside Cemetery in 
Plymouth. Local arrangements were made by the Schrader-Howell Funeral 
Home in Plymouth.

ELIZABETH A. SIMPSON
Elizabeth A. Simpson, a Plymouth resident, died Jan. 17, 1998 at the age of 

84.
Mrs. Simpson was bom  Dec. 18, 1913 in Detroit. She was a homemaker. 

She came to the Plymouth Commnity in 1930. She loved her family and was 
especially fond of family gatherings. She enjoyed bird-watching, the outdoors 
and cooking.

She is survived by her husband, Charles “Chuck” F. of Plymouth; son, 
Charles F. (Susan) Simpson of Luzerne, MI; grandchildren, Karen (Ron) 
Mettal o f Canton, LeAnne (Dale) Booth o f Plymouth, M arni Chilcoff o f 
Plym outh; great-grandchildren, Brandy Booth, Shannon Booth, Ashley 
Chilcoff; and sisters, Freida O ’Leary of Northville, Esther Budd of Luzerne, 
MI, Dorothy Powell o f Luzerne. She is preceded in death by her son, Kenneth.

Arrangements were made by and services held at the Schrader-Howell 
Funeral Home with Pastor Drex Morton officiating. Burial was at Riverside 
Cemetery in Plymouth. Memorial contributions can be given to the American 
Red Cross.

PATRICIA G. REILLY
Patricia G. Reilly, a Westland resident, died Jan. 15,1998 at the age of 65.
Mrs. Reilly was bom Dec. 1, 1932 in Pittston, PA. She was a tax preparer 

for H & R Block for 22 years. She was also an administrative assistant with 
the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) from 1952 - 1964, handling top-secret 
information. She enjoyed cross stitch, her grandchildren and listening to good 
band music.

She is survived by her husband, Charles P. Reilly; daughters, Colleen 
(Kenneth) M acD onald o f Plym outh, K athleen Reilly o f W estland; son, 
Charles P. Reilly, Jr. o f Westland; sisters, Constance (Richard) Lunsford of 
Falls Church, VA, Cecilia (Reyes) Ponce of Alexandria, VA, Mary (Lonnie) 
Piatt of Hunlock Creek, PA; brothers, William Hoover of Wyoming, PA, Brian 
(Priscilla) Hoover of Pittston, PA; father, William T. Hoover of Harveys Lake, 
PA; and grandchildren, Stephanie and Megan.

Services were held at St. M ary’s Catholic Church of Wayne with the Rev. 
Jack  H. Baker offic ia ting . B urial was at H oly Sepulchre C em etery in 
Southfield. Arrangements were made by Vermeulen Trust 100 Funeral Home 
in W estland. M ass o ffe rings can be m ade to St. M ary ’s or m em orial 
contributions can be given to Angela H ospice, 14100 Newburgh Road, 
Livonia, MI 48154.

DOROTHY E. MOORE
Dorothy E. Moore, a former Plymouth resident, died Jan. 14, 1998 at the 

age of 63.
Mrs. M oore was born in Ann Arbor. She was a long-tim e resident of 

Plymouth, where she and her husband owned and operated A & W  restaurant 
for 28 years before moving to Naples, FL in 1986.

“Dot” was well known to Plymouth-Canton teenagers when the A & W 
was a popular hangout on the circuit —  also including other drive-ins — 
during the 1960s and ‘70s.

She was especially respected for an uncanny knack of knowing from inside 
the “A” when some shennanigans were afoot —  like a teen stealing an A & W 
mug after the root beer was gone.

She is survived by her husband o f 44 years, Charles; sons, Charles Jr. 
(Judy) of Westland, Melvin (Debra) of Plymouth, Richard (Lisa) of Columbia, 
TNT, Daniel of Naples, FL; daughter, Debra (Terry) Robinson of Dexter, MI; 
10 g randch ild ren ; brothers, M elvin  (C arol) G ilbertson o f D exter, A rt 
Gilbertson (Bert) of Lewiston, MI, Andy (Helen) G ilbertson o f M onroe, 
David Gilbertson, James (Sheila) Gilbertson, John (Bemie) Gilbertson, all of 
Ann Arbor; and sisters, Delores (Ray) Hankins of Ann Arbor, Diane (Bob) 
McGill of Harriet, AR. She is preceded in death by her son, Steven.

Memorial services will be held at 11 a.m. Saturday, Jan 24, at the First 
United M ethodist Church 45201 N. Territorial Road, Plymouth. Memorial 
contributions can be given to The American Cancer Society, 990 First Avenue 
South, Suite 200, Naples, FL 34102.

John  A. Schmitz, 61, cabdriver
John A. Schmitz, a redford resident, died Jan. 19, 1998.
He is survived by his brothers, Adelbert G. Schmitz of Northville and Thomas 

(Joyce) Schmitz of Plymouth.
Private services were held. Arrangements were made by the Schrader-Howel 1 Funeral 

Home in Plymouth.

F i r s t  u n i t e d

M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H  
OF PLYMOUTH

45201 N. Territorial Rd.
(West of Sheldon Rd.) 

(734)453-5280
Dr. Dean A. Klump, Senior Minister 

Rev. Tonya M. Amesen, Associate Minister

9:00 AM
&

11:00 AM
F a m i l y  W o r s h i p  

C h i l d r e n ’ s  C h u r c h  

N u r s e r y

First Baptist Church
45000 N. Territorial Rd. 

Plym outh, 48170 
(734)455-2300 

S a m e  L o ca tio n
S a m e  F riend ly  P eo p le  

N ew  M eeting Times:
Sunday School
9:30am
Morning Worship
H am J r * L

The end of your search for a jr m
friendly church! [sw

Your Guide 
to Worship

TRINITY
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

10101 W. Ann Arbor Rd., Plymouth 
a t Gotfredson & A nn A rbor R d . 

(From M-14 take Gotfredson Rd South) 
8 :0 0 a m  P r a is e  &  W o r s h ip  S e r v ic e  

9 : 3 0 a m  L i f e l in e - C o n t e m p o r a r y  
S e r v ic e

1 1 :0 0  a m  T r a d i t io n a l  S e r v ic e
Continental Breakfa st se rv e d  8-9:30am  

S u n d a y  S c h o o l fo r a ll a g e s 9:30am  
Dr. W m . C. Moors - Pastor 

Rev. W m . Branham - Assoc. Pastor 
Nursery Provided

(734)459-9550
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7  mLike magic
E a s t  M i d d l e  S c h o o l ’s  B r e n d a n  K o w n a c k i  h e a d l i n e s  m a g i c  c l u b  f u n d r a i s e r

B rendan  Kownacki displays some of the props he will use in his rou tine a t E ast 
M iddle School’s M agic N ight Saturday , including the Guillotie and  the D issector. 
(C rier Photo by Scott Spielman).

Neighbors 
in the news * •
R y a n  K e ith  C a lv in , from  

P lym outh , rece ived  a B ache lo r of 
Science in Business A dm inistration 
from  Sam ford  U n iv e rs ity  in 
Birmingham, AL

Air Force Technical Sgt. M ark  S. 
Braidwood has been named noncom­
missioned officer of the quarter.

Braidwood is a m unitions opera­
tions deputy element chief with the 4th 
Equipment Maintenance Squadron at 
Seymour Johnson A ir Force Base in 
Goldsboro, N.C.

He is the son of Janice K. Carbray 
of Flint and Duane C. Braidwood of
Canton.

•
' The following students graduated 
a fte r the Fall 1997 sem ester from  
M ich igan  S ta te  U n iv e rs ity : From  
C an ton : L a u r a  D a v is , A n g e la  
F o u n ta in , S tephen  H o rto n , Renee 
Jeffers, Kevin L ab er, Ryan M ainz, 
Amy Meese, M ichael Phillips, Alan 
Samouelian, C hristina Schafer, Lesli 
Schem ers, Amy Tyza, and Jeffrey  
Z a ro s le y ; from  N o rthv ille : K elly  
G a rry , E lizabeth G oering, Jenn ifer 
H a c h ig ia n , M a r ia  L o k h a n d w a la , 
S u z a n n e  M o r to n , and J e n n i f e r  
V an d erh av en ; and from Plymouth: 
Joh n  Bell, Jennifer C u rran , Melissa 
D a v is , D aw n  H a b k ir k ,  A y a n n a  
Jones, G erald ine Roc, C h ris to p h er 
S oave , C ra ig  S te sh e tz , and R y an  
Townsend.

•
The fo llo w in g  s tu d en ts  have 

rece iv ed  sch o la rsh ip s  to W alsh  
C o llege  in T roy. From  P lym outh : 
Tam m y Croxall, Sheryle Patterson; 
from Northville: L au ra  Casey, Jan e t 
E v a n s ;  and from  C an ton : L y n n  
C annon, Lila Gould, Amy Tolstyka, 
and Theresa Tyler.

Students m ust m aintain a Grade 
point Aveage of 3.5 to be eligible.

•
Albion College student Brooke L. 

K ilby has been selected as amember 
of the college’s award-winning cheer­
leading team.

A freshman at Albion, Kilby is the 
daughter of Gregory and Molly Kilby 
of Plymouth and a graduate of Salem 
High School.

•
L isa  L . C ra v e n  and L a u r a  

Logsdon of Canton have been named 
to the D ean ’s L ist at N orthw ood  
University in Midland, MI.

Craven is the daughter o f R ichard 
and M agdale C raven of Canton and 
Logsdon is the daughter of Jam es and 
Debbie Logsdon of Canton.

BY SCOTT SPIELMAN
It m ay be 12-year-o ld  B rendan  

Kownacki’s greatest magic trick yet: to 
pull funds out of a hat for East Middle 
School’s new sound system.

K ow nack i, a m em ber o f the Ann 
A rbor M agic Club, will be one o f the 
main performers at East’s Magic Night 
performance Saturday.

M oney raised  at the show  w ill go 
tow ard repaying the loan the school’s 
P a ren t-T each e r O rgan iza tion  (PTO ) 
received from Peoples State Bank to pay 
for the purchase and installation of a new 
sound system.

“We used to have just a microphone 
and speakers before,” says B rendan’s 
dad, John. “We were able to get rid of 
that and get something much better, state- 
of-the art.”

When it came to finding ideas on how 
to raise funds to help repay the loan, 
Brendan stepped forward.

“T he m agic club had done o th e r 
s events for charity clubs, so I suggested a 

magic show,” he says. “W e’re also trying 
to get local businesses involved to donate 
money.”

Kownacki says he will perform for 
about 30 minutes of the two-hour show, 
which will also feature acts from other 
Ann Arbor Magic Club magicians, such 
as a 78 -y ear old illu s io n is t who has 
p layed in p laces like Las V egas and 
Reno.

Kownacki has been performing magic 
since he was eight, and says he had plenty 
of material to present.

“I always watched magic on TV and 
found it interesting,” he says. “I started 
reading about it in books and started 
doing card tricks and eventually worked 
my way up.”

Kownacki goes by the stage name of 
The Great Brendini. His routine consists 
of magic ranging from “closeup” magic 
such as card h icks and other sleights of 
hand to more com­
plicated illusions 
invo lv ing  a 
G u illo tin e , and 
levitation and sus­
pension.

He is aided at 
times by his spe­
cial magic glasses, 
w hich  help  him  
d i f f e r e n t i a t e  
betw een  norm al 
ob jec ts  and spe­
c ially , m agically  
enhanced objects, 
he says.

“The secret is the extra thin lens,” he 
says.

L ike any m agic act, K ow nack i’s 
involves a lot of audience participation.

In addition to asking for volunteers for 
some tricks, such as the Guillotine or the 
D issec to r  in w hich K ow nacki w ill 
remove the volunteer’s hand, Kownacki 
also passes out his equipment for inspec­

tion  by sk ep tica l 
audience members.

“I find that people 
tend to be less suspi­
cious if  I le t them  
examine things first,” 
he says.

Kownacki has per­
form ed fo r various 
c lu b s, at o ther 
schools and at birth­
day parties, but this is 
the first time he has 
performed in front of 
a home audience of 
fellow  E ast M iddle

School students.
But that doesn’ t seem to bother him.
“I used to be nervous, but I ’ve gotten 

over it,” he says. “The more I do, the less

nervous I am. The magic club helps me 
get less nervous.”

Magic isn’t Kownacki’s only hobby. 
He also enjoys writing mystery stories, 
like Kidnapped, a story he wrote in which 
a boy is kidnapped and has to outwit his 
captors. The story is peppered with jokes, 
and has a surprise ending that would 
make Alfred Hitchcock proud.

Kownacki says he plans on keeping up 
with magic, and will probably use it to 
supplement his income someday.

“A lot of people have other jobs and 
do this on the side for extra money,” he 
says. “That way you can keep it a hobby 
and do it for the fun of it, not because you 
have to.”

East M iddle School’s M agic N ight 
begins with close up magic at 6:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Jan. 24th. The main perfor­
mance begins at 7 p.m. with tickets rang­
ing in price from $5 in advance and $6 at 
the door, according to Kownacki.

For more information call 416-4955 or
455-9804.

M a g i c  N i g h t

6:30 p.m. East Middle 
School
1042 Mill (Lilley) Rd. 
Plymouth. Call 
(734) 416-4955 or 
(734) 455-9804
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T h e  w i n n e r s  o f  t h i s  m o n t h ’s

R A N D O M  A C T S  O F  K I N D N E S S

I n v i t a t i o n a l . . .

PET SUPPLIES, INC.)

“Advice you can t r u s t 99
14 8  S . S h e ld o n  Rd. 

a t A n n  A rb o r R d.
(across from Kroger) • Plymouth (313)453-6930

WdwJi Ftotal Co.
J u s t  U n p a c k i n g  

E x q u i s i t e  S i l k  O r c h i d s

7 2 8  S . M a in  •  P ly m o u th  *  3 1 3 -4 5 5 -8 7 2 2

O T H e flo ra

5  &  W  PRO  

H A R D W A R E
875 W. Ann Arbor Rd. 
at Main SL, Plymouth
313/453-1290
6  Outlet Power Strip $3 .0°

W U N o r l d

Tr a v e l
Book pour d iscounted  

cruise w ith us.
PMC Center

42183 Ann Arbor Road * (313)459-6753

f t
C om m unity Crier

C a l l  f o r  h o m e  d e l i v e r y !

821 Penniman Avenue • Plymouth

313/453-6900

ccinrai
COMMITTED f  COMMUNITY f  COMMUNICATIONS

345 Fleet Street 
Plymouth, Ml  48170 

313/453-6860

$ 5 0  To The Winners, PCHS Class and Teachers 
bear Kindness Editor,

Please print the following “Random Act of Kindness: for the next edi
tion possible. Too many negative items are mentioned in our news today.
Therefore, when I see kind, selfless gestures by our teenagers today, I feel it should be printed.

Plymouth Canton High School’s Health Occupation Class” came to
our Nursing Facility today, Wednesday, December 17th, to sing Christmas
Carols. This in itself is a treat for our residents. Added to the wonderful
singing, the boys and girls collected money and purchased beautiful poin-
settias, candy and cookies. Most of the cookies were home-baked. One
teenager awoke at 5 AM to bake freshly-made cookies. The two class
teachers responsible for supervising the group were Judy McKay-Wall and Julie Gross.

Our residents love attention, visitors, entertainment and treats. It 
jgives them memories and puts a smile on their faces for days to come.

. Please see that such acts are published. Not enough “Thank yous “ and praises are given to deserving children today.
$ 2 5  To T h e  W inner, 
A n th o n y  T a m a g n e

Dear Kindness
Editor,

Anthony 
jTamagne stops 
every day at Wilcox 
Lake to feed the 
fowl-ducks and 
pigeons. They are 
so hungry and look 
so glad to see him. 
He has been doing 
ithis kind act for 4 to 
5 years.

Sincerely,- 
Diane MinutHIo 
Administrative Assistant 
West Trail Nursing Home

$ 2 5  T o  T h e  W i n n e r ,  
L a r r y  B i r d  

D ear K indness Editor,
Th is past w eek on 

[Tuesday N ovem ber 11, the staff 
a t G abria la ’s w as scheduled to  
have a  sta ff m eeting a t 6:00 p.m . 
Upon arriving a t G abria la ’s, 
unknown to the  staff, ow ner Larry 
B ird cancelled the sta ff m eeting 
and had a  big surprise fo r the  22 
(staff m em bers. The surprise?
He rented tw o  lim ousines and 
[tookfhe  s ta ff ou t to  dinner. The 
entire sta ff w as to ta lly  surprised.

W e w ould like to thank 
Larry B ird fo r h is “Random  A ct o f 
K indness.”

Thank you fo r your consid­
e ra tion  and don ’t  hesitate to  call 
m e should you have any ques­
tions.

A nne M usson

• WTwWBmtmm

O P E N  2 4  H O U R S !
9468 S. MAIN • PLYMOUTH

(313)459-2066

F u ll S e r v ic e  P h o to  L a b  
a n d  S tu d io

1150 Ann Arbor Road - 313/455-3586

Elizabeth M. Johnson
A tto rn e y  A t L aw

General Civil and Criminal Practice 

409 Plymouth Rd., Ste. 210 • Plymouth
(313) 455-9002

RAY R. STELLA
CONTRACTING, INC.

Plymouth's Hometown Remodeling Contractor 
Visit our Showcase Kitchen Display 

Klickm !jj Stella
747 South Main • Plymouth 

(313)459-7111

FORD A t c h i n s o n
F o r d

‘92, '93, ‘94 & '95 Distinguished Achievement 
Award Dealer for Quality 

9800 Belleville Road • Belleville • 1/2 Mile N of I-94
(313)697-9161

Send
R a n d o m  A c t s  

o f  K i n d n e s s
to the Kindness Editor

A t t e n t i o n  W i n n e r s :
please contact The Kindness Editor at 3 1 3 / 4 5 3 - 6 9 0 0  to make arrangements to receive 

your gift certificates. Congratulations! K eep up the K in d  Spirit!

I f  y o u  W i t n e s s  a  R a n d o m  A c t  o f  K i n d n e s s ,  p u t  i t  i n  w r i t i n g  a n d  s e n d  i t  t o :
T h e  C o m m u n i t y  C r i e r  K i n d n e s s  E d i t o r  •  8 2 1  P e n n i m a n  A v e .  P l y m o u t h  4 : 8 1 7 0  - 1 6 2 4
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Getting 
down to 
business

M EDHEALTH Wellness Centers,
in Plymouth, donated $7,000 to O u r 
L ady of Providence C en ter (OLPC) 
in Northville.

The funds were raised during the 
1997 Futures G olf C lassic, a ladies 
professional golf tournament and pro- 
am  fea tu rin g  m ore than  100 
professional golfers.

O LPC  p rov ides re s id e n tia l, 
ed u ca tio n a l and vo ca tio n a l 
op p o rtu n ities  for developm entally  
disabled women and children.

T he funds w ill go tow ard  
co n tin u in g  ed u ca tio n a l and 
recreational programs for residents.

#
Susan Hulce Cerletty, daughter of 

J o a n n e  W In k le m a n  H u lc e  o f
P lym outh , has been nam ed Senior 
Vice President and Chief Operations 
Officer o f the Rehabilitation Institute 
of Chicago (RIC) Hospital and Clinics.

Cerletty has more than 20 years of 
le ad e rsh ip  experience  in physica l 
rehabilitation . She is a graduate of 
P ly m o u th  H igh School, and the 
University of Michigan.

®
T h e  B u sin ess  N e tw o rk  

I n te r n a t io n a l  (B N I) P lym outh  
Chapter- has scheduled their regular 

m eeting for 7- 8:30 a.m. Thursday, 
Jan. 22 at the W ater Club Seafood 
Grill at Ann Arbor Road and L275.

For more information call the BNI 
regional office at (734) 397-9939.

Betty A shcraft, of Plymouth, will 
p re sen t a c la ss  on in tro d u c to ry  
co m p u te r tra in in g  beg in n in g  
Wednesday, Jan. 28.

Classes range from introduction to 
W indow s 95 to advanced softw are 
such  as M S W ord. F or m ore 
information call: (810) 227-7358 or 
(734) 416-8433.

e
Ed M cC om bs and Paul P etro ff, 

in v estm en t ex ecu tiv es  at P aine 
Webber, will give a free stock market 
seminar at the Plymouth Community 
A rts C ouncil bu ild ing  on Sheldon 
Road.

The hour-long seminar will start at 
7 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 28 and focus 
on how to take advantage of simple 
stock market strategies.

•
M a rk  M e r la n t i  has becom e a 

principal member in the law firm of 
Bassey and Selesko, P.C in Southfield.

Merlanti, a Canton resident, is also 
p re s id en t o f  the M ette ta l A irp o rt 
Advisory Board.

A change of recipes
New management team changes name, focus o f Timber Creek

C hef John  T urner (left), ‘C oach’ G ary Lcpak (Center), and  dining-room supervisor 
M ary O ’Donnell (right), hope build on foundations left by T im ber C reek restaurant. 
(C rier photo by Scott Spielman).

BY SCOTT SPIELMAN
Another change is on the way for one 

o f N orthv ille ’s m ore fickle restaurant 
spots.

Located on Northville Road between 
Six and Seven  M ile , it has hosted  a 
number of restaurants during its 24-year 
history, including R iffles and its most 
recen t o ccu p an t, T im ber C reek 
Restaurant.

Pending final approval from Northville 
T ow nsh ip  on the tra n sfe r  o f T im ber 
Creek’s liquor license, the restaurant will 
go through another change, adding to its 
reputation as a kaleidoscope of restaurants 
that seems to change names and styles 
more often than the artist formerly known 
as Prince.

The new name will be Mulligan’s of 
Northville, and will evolve the site into a 
more family-oriented business, according 
to Gary Lepak, manager of Timber Creek- 
Mulligan’s.

“Timber Creek was here for about a 
year and a half, and they didn’t do bad.” 
Lepak said. “They put a lot of the tools in 
place. They cleaned it up and now it’s 
bright and open. You can’t say that they 
failed.”

Previous owners opened up the interior 
of the restaurant, providing more space 
and light, according to Lepak. They also 
updated the kitchen, he said.

L epak  hopes to  b u ild  on those  
improvements by providing a new menu 
to go along with the restau ran t’s new 
atmosphere.

“We want to take it to the next level,” 
he said.

To do that, he brought with him the 
rest o f his m anagem ent team  from his 
previous restaurant, P.B. Putters in Lyon 
Township.

W ith assistant M ary O ’Donnell and 
chef, John Turner everything is in place to 
turn Tim ber Creek into a golf-them ed 
family restaurant, Lepak said.

“Everything com es together w ith a 
good  team ,” said  
Lepak, who considers 
h im se lf  m ore o f a 
coach  than a 
m anager. “A good 
coach does not win 
by him self, but puts 
the w hole program  
together. We have a 
strong commitment to 
each other and we’ve 
put together a great 
co n cep t w ith
co n sis ten cy  in 
se rv ice , food and a 
positive attitude.”

B ut changes a re n ’t re s tr ic te d  to 
management philosophy: Lepak is already 
exam ining the feasib ility  o f acquiring

adjacent property to expand the restaurant 
and add a group dining room, where clubs 
could get together for functions.

“There’s really no other place nearby 
where groups can meet,” he said. “I think 
if we could provide them with a place to 
meet, it would go over well.”

L epak  p lan s  to rep lace  the d eer 
tro p h ie s  lin in g  the  w alls w ith  g o lf  
equipment and photographs, he said.

* The restaurant would also sponsor golf 
events and a fte r­
game specials, he 
said.

P lans a lso  
include changing 
the focus o f the 
m enu from  w ild  
gam e to lig h t, 
healthy dishes, he 
said.

“ E v e r y o n e  
enjoys the game of 
go lf, w hether 
y o u ’re young , 
m idd le-aged  or 
retired. It’s a cross­

generation game, and we want to provide 
som ething that everyone w ill en joy ,” 
Lepak said.

“W e’ll re ta in  som e o f the popu lar

items but we’re going to add more fresh 
fish, steak, chicken and salads.”

Lepak is planning other changes too, 
such as keeping the restaurant open seven 
days a week, offering activities and daily 
specials.

He has a lready  s ta rte d  one group 
activity, the Senior Dinner Club, which 
offers a reduced-price m eal for senior 
citizens with activities such as cards or 
games afterwards.

“I t’s an opportunity for them to get 
out. W e’ll keep them occupied for about 
three hours, and it’s a lot of fun,” he said.

The changes should introduce the new 
restaurant to a wider range of people, and 
turn it into an everyday eatery rather than 
one peop le  w ould  w ant to go to 
occasionally, Lepak said.

It will also help the business overcome 
its greatest liability: location.

“This is definitely not a high-profile 
location . I t ’s a p lace  you have to be 
wanting to go to,” Lepak said. “But I’d 
rather be known as being a half-step out 
of the way and a full step ahead of the 
competition.”

Lepak isn’t sure when all the changes 
will take place, but hopes to have them 
complete sometime in February, he said.

M u lligan ’s o f N orth v ille

18730 Northville Rd. 
Northville 
(248) 449-6770
Open: 11 a.m. to 10p.m. Mom- Thurs., 
11 a.m. -11 p.m  Fri. and Sat.
11 a.m. -9  p .m  Sun.
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What’s Happening
To lis t y o u r group's event in  th is  calendar, send or deliver the  notice  
IN  W R IT IN G  to: T h e  C rier, 821  P enn im an Ave., P lym outh , M I 4 8 1 7 0 . 
In fo rm atio n  received B Y NOON FR ID A Y  w ill be used for W ednesday's  
calendar (space perm itting).

The Plym outh YMCA has a  num ber of children and adu lt w inter activities, includ­
ing indoor soccer, now in season. Call them  a t  453-29Q4 fo r inform ation.

Events
US REPRESENTATIVE HOSTS TOW N M EETING

Lynn Rivers is hosting a town hall meeting Today from 7:00 pm until 8:30 pm at Canton 
High School’s Little Theater.The program will consist of a brief overview of activities of 
the 105th Congress, followed by a question and answer period. This is a chance for the 
community to voice opinions, questions, and concerns directly to the Representative, For 
more information call Chip Silvis at (313) 741-4210 or (313) 722-1411.

MAID O F ERIN  PAGEANT
We are looking for girls ages between 17 & 23 of Irish descent for the “Maid of Erin” ' 
pageant to be held Feb. 28 at the Gaelic League. For further details call Bridie Flynn at 
313-464-8556 or Peggie Bolland at 313-255-5677.

CRAFTERS NEEDED
Crafters of every ilk are encouraged to apply for a spot in the 1998 Spring Craft Show at 
Schoolcraft College M arch 7. The fee for a 12’ by 12’ space is $90; 10’ by 10’ costs 
$55; 8’ by 9’ space costs $40; and there is a $40 fee for an 8’ by 4’ hallway space. There 
is an additional $15 fee for electricity. For additional information call (734) 462-4417 

SPRING YOUTH SOCCER REGISTRATION 
The Plymouth Recreation Department will be taking Spring Youth Soccer Registration 
the entire month of January at the Recreation Office, during business hours, Monday thru 
Friday, 8:00am-4:30pm. All registrations require a birth certificate. The fee is $40.00 for 
residents and $60.00 for non-residents. For more information call 455-6620.

Health
ADULT C PR  CLASS

The Plym outh-Canton Jaycees will be conducting an adult CPR train ing class on 
Saturday, Jan u ary  24. This course is free and the public is welcome to attend. It begins 
1:00 p.m. at the Plymouth Township Annex on the comer of Ann Arbor Rd. and Lilley. 
Please call (734) 463-8407.

B a s k e tb a ll:
C a n t o n  V s . L iv o n ia  F r a n k lin

F it Jan 23 7:30pm
PLYMOUTH-CANTON’S RADIO STATION

W e s t  S id e  
S in g l e s

Friday Dances, 
Every Friday

at Burton Manor
in Livonia on Schoolcraft. Rd.,
1 block vest o f Inkster Rd. Exit 176 off 1-96

W H E R E

s i l  PG. 13cfi>f
The GUIDE to
Plymouth-Carilbn-Northville
{734)453-6901

A d m is s io n
$ 2 . 0 0

w i t h  t h is  c o u p o n  
J t h r o u g h  1 / 3 0 / 9 8

21 & over • Dressy attire * Cash 
Bar • No jeans • 8:00pm to 
1:00am • Admission $5.00

OTUffl: (734)981-0909

WMM. on the tra il
1000 W. Ann Arbor Trail @ Harvey

M ike & M a ry  G lad ch u n  459-1234

www.gladchun.com
Full Time Professional Realtors

“It’s a Done Deal”

MCDONALD FORD
550  W . S e v e n  M i le

(Between Northville and Sheldon Road)
(248) 349-1400 • (734) 427-6650

★ ☆ ★ ☆ ★ ☆ ★ ☆ ★ ☆ ★ ☆ ★ ☆ ★ ☆ ★ ☆ ★ ☆ ★ ■ f t-*

oes your Crier Carrier 
90 beyond
the “call of duty" ??

☆  
★  
☆  
★  
☆  
*  
☆  
★  
☆  
★  
☆  
★  
☆  
★  
☆  
★  
☆  
★  

☆  
★  
☆  

★  
☆  

*  

☆  
★  
☆  
★

W h a t  m a k e s  y o u r  C r ie r  c a r r i e r  s o  s p e c i a l ? ?  

N o m i n a t e  y o u r  C r i e r  C a r r i e r  a s  

“ C r i e r  C a r r i e r  o f  t h e  M o n t h "
• In 25 words or less, explain what makes your Crier carrier 
so exceptional.

• Send or drop off your entry with your name, address, and 
daytime phone number to:

The Com m unity Crier Carrier C ontest 
821 Pennim an Avenue • Plym outh, MI 48170-1624

http://www.gladchun.com
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A look back at The 16th Annual

Plymouth 
Internation

% hp Hf* ; " v \

Ice Sculpture 
Spectacular

Spectators of all ages flocked to Plymouth to point out their favorite ice scupltures. The Ice 
Spectacular is one of Plymouth’s largest-drawing events. (Crier photo by Kenny Ingle).

Just when you thought 
it couldn’t get any 
bigger... Perfect 
weather — which 
probably was a first, 
helped
draw more to town 
than last year’s 
estimated 600,000.
Thousands of people 

jammed Kellogg park 
at a time, and lined up 
for more than an hour 
to go into The 
Gathering. (Crier 
photo by R. Alwood, 
Jr.)
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(Below) Fox 2’s Sportscaster Dan Miller was among the celebrities who 
braved chilly tem peratures for the celebrity carving competition 

Thursday (C rier photo by R. Alwood, Jr). Musicians Betsy Beckerman 
and Tom Wall (left) performed in the lobby of the A rbor Health Building 

for spectators who stopped by to warm up with complimentary cups of 
hot cider. (C rier photo by Kenny Ingle). A youngste r  stretches back for a 

better view of ice sculptures in The Central Parking Deck(bottom left); 
and (bottom right) Canton’s Ted W akar and teammate Jim  Bur display 

their expertise before heading off to the Wint er Olympic Games in 
Nagano, Japan  (Crier photos by R. Alwood, Jr.)

IflF
Mil.

' ~ 1  .. W

Total estimated 
attendance for ‘98: 750,000
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Draft of Cherry Hill Village plan OKd
BY SCOTT SPIELMAN

C anton’s Planning Commission voted 
unanimously Monday to approve a concep­
tual site plan for a proposed development in 
formerly agricultural Canton.

Tentatively called Cherry Hill Village 
East, the Planned D evelopm ent D istrict 
(PDD) is proposed for 100 acres on the 
north side of Cherry Hill Road between 
Beck and Ridge roads.

T he PDD w ill consist o f two parts, 
according to Bob Leighton, a land design 
specialist with Robert Leighton Associates, 
Inc. The eastern part of the PDD will be 
comprised of 98 lots for single-family resi­
dential homes, while the western portion 
w ill contain  42 detached condom inium  
units, Leighton said.

The condos and houses would be sepa­
rated by Denton Road, which the developer 
plans to extend north into the PDD.

Walkways, paths and a gazebo would be 
added to the village’s shared park areas, 
Leighton said.

“W e’re going to take advantage of the 
open space and really do some nice things,” 
he said.

The PDD agree­
ment allows devel­
opers to “c lu s te r” 
houses or condo­
miniums together to 
produce more open 
space in the form of 
public parks and 
increased  buffers, 
according to Je ff  
Goulet, Community 
Planner.

“We allow 25 per 
cent o f the to tal 
acreage to be used 
for setbacks, land­
scaping and buffers,” 
he said.

The PDD is w ith in  the Cherry Hill 
Historic District transition area, which was 
recently created to ensure a smooth transition

in developments between the Cherry Hill 
Historic District and eastern Canton, accord­

ing to
C o m m i s s i o n e r  
M e l i s s a  
McLaughlin.

The wood-and- 
brick  look  o f the 
b u ild in g s  in th e  
PDD are an ideal 
match for the dis­
t r i c t ’s h is to r ic  
feel, according to 
M cLaughlin.

“W e c h a l ­
lenged the deve l­
oper to break the 
mold of tradition­
al developm ent in 
Canton. This is a 
d iffe re n t ty p e  of 

property and a different neighborhood,” 
she said. “They certainly came through. 
It m atches the character o f the Cherry

Hill com m unity w ith a blend of brick, 
siding and color.”

The com m ission  asked L eighton to 
look into adding deceleration lanes along 
C herry  H ill. An in i t ia l  tra f f ic  s tudy  
show ed th a t a d d itio n a l lanes w eren ’t 
necessary, but the planning commission 
was concerned that coupled with other 
developments in the area, lanes would be 
needed in the future.

The developm ent will now return to 
the planning com m ission for final site 
plan approval.

Vic Gustafson, Planning Commission 
chairperson , w ished L eighton luck on 
the project, and urged him not to change 
the site plan too drastically.

“So many developers go back take the 
p re lim in ary  ap p ro v a l, go back  to the 
d raw ing  board  and s ta rt c u ttin g ,” he 
said. “They try and make it as cheap as 
possible and the result isn ’t even worth 
the approval. It really leaves a black eye 
on the com m unity, and I ’d hate to see

‘We challenged the 
developer to break the 
mold o f traditional 
development in Canton. 
This is a different type of 
property and a different 
neighborhood.’

M elissa M cLaughlin 
Planning Com m ission

Plymouth planners deny church annex
BY BRYON MARTIN

P lym ou th ’s Planning C om m ission denied the F irst 
Presbyterian Church of Plymouth’s request to convert a resi­
dential house into a classroom annex for youth and adult pro­
gramming.

The commission’s reasoning: incompatibility with its sur­
roundings, according to David Schaff, commission vice 
chairperson.

Schaff said the commission’s position on the project was 
one “in favor of what they’re trying to do, we’d just like to 
see them do in on their site,” he said.

“Obviously some people are disappointed, but there are 
two sides to every story,” David Brown, director of youth 
ministries at First Presbyterian, said. “We have to respect 
that.” Programs under Brown’s responsibility would likely 
have moved to the house from their space now in the church.

In late October First Presbyterian announced its plans to 
buy the house at the northeast comer of Harvey and Church 
streets. Amid protests from neighbors and congregation 
members, the church said it would convert the house into a 
classroom annex for youth-oriented classes.

Converting the house into an annex would mean more 
cars parked up and down Harvey, neighbors said, beyond the 
demands on parking they already felt. Some also voiced mis­
givings about the general incursion of non-residential uses in 
residential areas.

At their meeting last week, attended by both supporters 
and opponents of the annex, the commission listed similar 
concerns in their denial of the project.

“There were a number of traffic safety issues,” Schaff 
said, who presided over the meeting and request. “There’s no 
parking at the site.” Without a suitable arrival spot, visitors

to the annex would likely be dropped off in the streets, a situ­
ation the commission wanted to avoid, according to Schaff.

Converting the house would require a zoning variance 
and wider setbacks from adjacent lots per non-residential 
zoning, he said.

Part of the area is now zoned for multiple-family use, but 
is zoned single-family in the City’s master plan. Putting a 
church annex in a* neighborhood would represent “an 
encroachment into single-family residences. I think that was 
a valid issue,” Schaff said.

Schaff presided over the meeting and request because 
Commission Chairperson Larry Chute had stepped aside: 
Chute is a member at the church.

“I abstained because it may be a conflict of interest,” he 
said, perhaps summing up the situation: “It’s tough to mix 
politics and religion.”

W e  f e a t u r e  o n ly  
c a r e f u l l y  In s p e c t e d  

v e h i c l e s  a n d  o f f e r  a  
3 0  d a y , 1 0 0 0  m i le  
b u m p e r  t o  B u m p e r  

W a r r a n t y  a lo n g  w i t h  
a  1 2  m o n t h , 1 2 , 0 0 0  
m i le  E n g in e  &  D r iv e

"D ra in  W a r r a n t y .
A l l  o u r  c a r s  c o m e  w i t h  a  5  d a y , 

5 0 0  m i le  1 0 0 %  s a t i s f a c t io n  
G u a r a n t e e  o r  y o u  c a n  r e t u r n  i t ,  

p u r c h a s e  o r  l e a s e . .  _________

9 5  C h e v y  S - 1 0  P i c k U p

Ext. Cab, 4.3L V -6,38K  miles.

27 M o. Lease $ 2 2 7  Mo.+ tax
- $977 Out o f Pocket

9 6  H o n d a  C i v i c  E X  2  D r .

Loaded, Extra clean

36 Mo., 36K Mile ^ * 2 1 3  Lease + tax 
$963 Out o f Pocket + tax

9 4  E x p l o r e r  E d d i e  B a u e r

4 X 4 ,  Extra Clean

27 Mo. Lease, 12K Miles per yr. ^ * 2 2 6  
$1476 Out o f Pocket + tax

9 4  H o n d a  A c c o r d  E X

Loaded, Extra Clean

36 Mo. Lease, 36K M i l e s ^ 2 1 7  
$967 Out o f Pocket

8 9  N i s s a n  P i c k  U p

59K Miles, Extra Clean, 
Great Work Truck

$ 3 , 4 9 5

8 7  N i s s a n  S e n t r a  S E

97K Miles, 5 Speed, Sun Roof

$ 1 , 9 9 5  A s  i s

9 6  T o y o t a  T e r c e l

25K Miles, Like New

$ 8 , 9 9 5  o r

L e a s e  f o r  $ 1 3 0  m o .

8 9  H o n d a  A c c o r d  S E I
Very Clean, Loaded, Leather, 

Bose Stereo

$ 4 , 9 9 5

A  MEMBER 
OF THIS 

COMMUNITY 
SINCE 

1 9 8 1 , SELLING NEW 
AND USED HONDAS AND 

OTHER FINE AUTOS.

DRIVE AWAY FOR LESS AT

1205 Ann Arbor Rd.
1 1/2 Miles West of «75, Plymouth

P h o n e :  4 5 3 - 3 6 0 0  I
♦Closed end lease w/ purchase option, 150 per excess mile. Responsible for — wear & tear, plus 1st payment, tax, plate & refundable security deposit. !!Ssp r With approved credit. ^  W
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HERE COMETGUIDE?
to Plymouth-Canton-Northville-Salem-Superior

THE PREMIER REFERENCE RESOURCE for our communities: 
Plymouth, Plymouth Twp., Canton Twp., Northville, Northville 
Twp., Salem Twp., Superior Twp.
HOME DELIVERED to homes and businesses throughout 
Plymouth, Canton Northville
ADDITIONAL YEAR-LONG DISTRIBUTION through real 
estate, chambers of commerce, Welcome Wagon & others 
YEAR ’ROUND PROMOTION in The Community Crier

COVERAGE INCLUDES:
•City o f Plym outh  
•C anton Twp. 
•Plym outh Twp.
•City o f Northville 
•Northville Twp. 
•Salem  Twp. 
•Superior Twp. 
•Wayne County  
•Lawmakers 
•State Governm ent 
•U tilities 
•M aps 
•Culture
•Com plete roster of 
Plymouth, Canton, 
Northville Cham bers 
of Commerce 
m em bers and phone  
num bers  

•Voting Precincts 
•N ew  Area Codes 
•Zip C odes 
•C h urches

•Plym outh-Canton
Schools

•Com m unity D ining  
•Shopping Coverage 
•A nnual Calendar o f  

Com m unity Events 
•G roups, Clubs 
•O rganizations 
•A ssistance A gencies 
•Libraries 
•Recreation  
•Senior Citizens 
•H istory  
•Real Estate  
•Neighborhoods 
•Local Services 
•B u sin esses  
•Neighboring 
Com m unities 

•Frequently Called 
telephone num bers  

•Em ergency Phone 
Num bers

•Northville Schools  
•Schools Calendar 
•Public Schools  
•Private Schools  
•School telephone  
num bers

•School locator m aps  
•Local governm ent 
•Elected Officials; 
D epartm ents, Boards 
and C om m ittees 

•Transportation  
•U .S. Senators & 
R epresentatives 

•State Senators & 
R epresentatives 

•Colleges and  
Universities 

•Old Village 
•N am es & contact info 
for al local officials

C o m i n g  S o o n

Don’t Miss Out On Listing 
Your Information in

THE ULTIM ATE  
C O M M U N IT Y  

R E S O U R C E

A t t e n t i o  
A d v e r t i s

G e t  y o u r  m e s s a g e  i n  

y e a r  l o n g  r e s o u r c e  b  

C a l l  y o u r  A d  C o i  

T o d a y  a t

(734)453-69

i>v^«
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Rocks romp Canton,
S W I M M I N G

Sports
shorts

Canton Parks and R ecreation, in 
conjunction with the Wayne-Westland 
YM CA, is sponsoring youth floor 
hockey clinics and a Saturday game 
program. There will be six skill clinics 
and five games. Games will be played 
at the Summit on the Park Community 
Center. Clinics begin Jan. 26. There is 
no residency requirement for players.

For m ore inform ation, call 397- 
5110.

•

C ity  o f  P lym ou th  R ecreation  
Department is taking Spring Youth 
Soccer Registration the entire month 
of January at the Recreation Office, 
du ring  b u sin ess  hours, M onday 
through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
The Recreation Office is located in the 
Plymouth Cultural Center, 525 Farmer 
St. All registrations require a birth cer­
tificate. The fee is $40 for City resi­
dents, and $60 for non-residents. For 
more information, call 455-6620.

•

The Plymouth Figure Skating Club 
will host the United States Figure 
Skating Association M idwestern 
Precision Team Sectional champi­
onship at Com puw are Sports Arena 
Feb 6-8.

M ore than 145 team s and 3,000 
skates are expected to compete. The 
h ig h est p lac in g  team s at the 
M idwestern Sectional championship 
advance  to  the U SFSA  P recision  
championships in March in San Diego. 

•

The Canton Parks and Recreation 
S erv ices is sponso ring  its W inter 
Session of Mens Racquetball at Body 
Rocks Racquetball in Livonia.

The 14-w eek  has no residency  
req u irem en ts  and is held  on 
Wednesday evenings.

Court times are 6:30-7:30 p.m.
The fee is $100 per person. Players 

will be divided into divisions based 
upon ability  level. For registration 
information, call 397-5110.

•

New Soccer Referee training will 
be held at the Canton Township Hall, 
1150 S. Canton Center Rd, on Jan. 31, 
Feb. 7, Feb. 14 and Feb. 21 from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. each day. You must 
attend all four sessions. You must be 
at least 12 years old to take the class. 
To register send your name, social 
security number and a check for $43 
made out to the M ichigan Referee 
C om m ittee  to : P .O . B ox 700260, 
Plym outh, MI 48170-0945. If you 
have questions, please call 454-7335.

Class size is limited.

BY ERICA D ’ANGELO
The Salem  boys sw im  team  on 

T hursday  crushed  c ro ss-c reek  rival 
Canton, 118-68.

The Rocks seized top places in all but 
two events.

Some of Salem’s best swims included 
the 100 yard backstroke, where senior co­
captain Nick Corden came in at 56.17. 
Corden also took the 200 individual med­
ley, coming in at 2:07.49.

It was Brent M ellis’ first time swim­
ming the 100 yard butterfly, and he flew 
to first, coming in at 58.38.

Andrew Locke clocked in at 22.97 in 
the 50-yard free style, and Tim Buchanan 
took the 100-yard free style in 50.03.

The 500-yard free style went to Brian 
Mertens with a time of 5:03.06.

Salem was equally successful in the 
relay events.

Corden, Buchanan, and Locke, along 
with Jason Rebarchik took the 200 med­
ley relay coming in at 1:43.04.

Rebarchik, Locke, M ellis, and Dan 
Jones cap tured  the 200 free  relay  at 
1:34.40. Mellis, Locke, Buchanan, and 
Corden took first in the 400 free relay at 
3:23.72.

The Chiefs’ first places included the 
200-yard free style, won by senior cap­
tain Jason Musson with 1:53.35.

Musson just beat out Salem’s Mellis, 
who came in at 1:53.37.

Matt Heiss also took the top spot for 
Canton in the 100-yard breaststroke at 
1:07.23.

Canton did have many strong second 
places, including Kurtis Hornick in the 50 
free  sty le  at 23 .36  and the 500 free 
5:09.05.

John Theisen followed first in the 100 
fly at 1:00.47, and Aaron Reeder came 
close in the 100 backstroke with a 58.74.

Canton’s 200 medley relay team com­
posed of Justin Allen, Heiss, Theisen, and 
Hornick came in at 1:44.82.

John Cook, Chad W illiam s, Andy 
Schmidt, and Musson pulled in at 1:38.47 
in the 220 free style.

Canton’s Musson felt the outcome of 
the meet was no surprise.

BY KRISTEN VAN DUSEN
The Canton gymnastics team had its 

best p e rfo rm an ce  o f the season  las t 
W ednesday. The Chiefs defeated John 
Glenn at Canton, 133.05-127.45.

John Glenn and Canton always have 
been rivals. Last year both teams tied at 
regionals to qualify for states.

B ut it w ouldn’t finish in a tie this 
time.

The outstanding gymnasts were Liz 
F itz g e ra ld  and M arcie  E m erick .

from a state-level team such as Salem,” 
he said.

Salem is 3-0, and Canton is 0-3.
W ith Salem ’s recent capture of the

Fitzgerald scored an amazing 9.2 on the 
floor. Emerick scored a high of 9.1 on 
the vault.

Canton excelled in the vault and floor 
routines. They also scored high on the 
bars and beam.

Fitzgerald and Amy Driscoll had the 
top  scores fo r b ars , 8 .55  and 8.50. 
Emerick was the top scorer in the beam 
with 8.55.

118 -6 8
conference relay title, and such wins as 
the one over C anton  and Ann A rbor 
Huron two weeks ago, a sixth WLAA 
champion title isn’t that far away.

However, if  Canton wants to stay in 
the race, they’ll need to swim harder to 
stay afloat.

“We went in with the right attitude,” 
said senior Jenni Demsky, “and it really 
showed in our performance.”

“We knew John Glenn would be tough 
competition, so we gave it our best,” said 
captain Kristin Brooks, senior.

Canton meets next with Northville on 
Wednesday.

“Northville is one of the top teams in 
the state. This will be a difficult meet,” 
said Brooks.

Canton is 5-2 and 1-1 in WLAA.

‘It was what was expected, especially

In the paint

The Canton boys basketball team in action at home last Friday against 
the Farmington Falcons. Canton faces Livonia Franklin at home this 
Friday. JV begins at 5:30 p.m. The varsity games follows immediately 
after. (Crier photo R. Alwood Jr.)

Chiefs best John Glenn, 133.05-127.45
GYMNASTICS
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Wolves not so big, bad; Whalers win
BY BRIAN CORBETT

Sudbury w on 't be 
b low ing  th is  house 
down anytim e soon.
But they sure did huff 
and puff.

In one o f the best 
team  e ffo rts  o f  the 
season, the Plymouth 
W halers defeated the Sudbury Wolves 
Saturday, 5-0, before 4,368 fans, the 
largest crowd ever at Compuware Sports 
Arena.

The W halers, who led 1-0 after one

The number o f wins Peter DeBoer 
needs to set the franchise  coaching 
record for regular season wins.

Since 1995-96, DeBoer has compiled 
a regular season record of 84-66-13. He 
is 94-78-13 overall.

DeBoer is chasing his predecessor 
and current Carolina Hurricanes Coach 
Paul Maurice, who was 86-38-8 in two 
regular seasons and 113-49-8 overall.

period of play, got goals from Paul Mara, 
Julian Smith, Eric Gooldy, Nikos Tselios 
and Yuri Babenko. Dave Legwand had 
two assists for Plymouth

At the end of the second period with 
the Whalers leading, 4-0, the frustrated 
W olves did their best to start a bench­
clearing brawl when several fights broke 
out.

But the disciplined Whalers remained 
on the bench. Mara and Randy Fitzgerald 
of Plymouth were given two-game sus­
pensions for their roles in the fights.

P ly m o u th  4 , W in d s o r  2 —  The 
Whalers improved their record to 7-0 this 
season against the Spitfires behind Julian 
Sm ith’s two-goal effort at Compuware 
Sports Arena.

D efensem an Kevin H oldridge and 
captain Andrew Taylor also scored for 
the W halers, who jum ped out to a 3-0 
first period lead.

Plymouth improved to 24-14-3 overall 
and 14-5-2 at home.

Esche made 27 saves. He frustrated 
the Spitfires by plucking several high 
shots out of the air with his quick glove 
hand. Jason Ward ruined Esche’s bid for 
a second consecutive shutout with a goal 
at 13:18 of the second period.

Julian Smith opened the scoring 11:25

into the first period. He was set up from 
the left wing by Steve Wasylko. The goal 
turned the m om entum  in P lym outh’s 
favor after Windsor had pressured early.

Troy Smith and Dave Legwand set up 
H o ld rid g e ’s goal at 14:11 to  g ive

Plymouth a 2-0 advantage. Julian Smith 
extended the Whaler lead to 3-0 with a 
shorthanded goal at 16:38.

With Plymouth leading 3-1 in the third 
period, Yuri Babenko set up T aylor’s 
20th goal of the year at 1:19.

W halers fly with Fedorov
BY BRIAN CORBETT

While most of metro Detroit is begin­
ning to believe the Detroit media generat­
ed perception that Sergei Fedorov is an 
arrogant prima dona who lacks heart, peo­
ple who actually spend time with the for­
mer Hart Trophy winner have quite a dif­
ferent story to tell.

Fedorov, who is in the midst of a pro­
longed contract squabble with the Red 
W ings, p rac ticed  w ith the P lym outh 
Whalers last week at Compuware Sports 
Arena.

He provided electricity to a dressing 
room in the need of a spark after consecu­
tive losses in Belleville and Barrie the pre­
vious weekend. With the paparazzi filling 
the visitors bench, the pace of last week’s 
practices were noticeably faster than usual, 
players said.

“It’s awesome. He can fly,” said center 
Julian Smith, one of the fastest skaters on

the Whalers.
“He glides, and all o f sudden, he’s 

gone,” said center Eric Gooldy.
Fedorov centered the Whalers’ top line 

with captain Andrew Taylor and fellow 
R ussian Yuri Babenko. Rookie center 
Dave Legwand, who usually anchors the 
unit, was put of town at the OHL All Star 
game last week.

“I never thought I’d say T don’t want 
Legwand on my line’,” Taylor said, smil­
ing. “But it did help a lot. Everyone wants 
to impress Fedorov, and we had a good 
week of practice because of it.”

A pparen tly , Fedorov  was out to 
impress, too. He often was the first player 
on the ice, and the last player to leave the 
weight room. He signed autographs, and 
struck up casual conversations with sever­
al players. “First of all, he’s the nicest 
guy ,” said W haler defensem an Sergei

Please see pg. 21

New Hours 
For Your Convenience

M on.-Thur. 10am -8pm  
Fri. 10am -6pm  

Sat. 10am -5:30pm

340 S. Main Street 
Plymouth

( 7 3 4 ) 4 5 9 - 6 9 7 2

OHL&TANMfiGS
(Through Jan. 19)

WEST W L T Last 10 Pts.
LONDON 27 14 3 5-4-1 57
SARNIA 22 15 8 7-1-2 52
PLYMOUTH 24 14 3 5-5-0 51
ERIE 18 26 5 2-7-1 38
S.S.MARIE 14 25 2 4-6-0 33
WINDSOR 15 29 1 5-5-0 31

EAST W L T Last 10 Pts.
BELLEVILLE 28 15 2 8-2-0 $8
OTTAWA 23 11 7 6-3-1 53
KINGSTON 23 16 3 4-6-0 49
OSHAWA 19 22 4 2-8-0 42
PETERBOROUGH 15 23 5 2-8-0 35
TORONTO 10 24 8 2-7-1 28

CENTRAL W L T Last 10 Pts.
GUELPH 30 11 3 8-2-0 63
BARRIE 29 12 2 6-3-1 60
KITCHENER 17 20 5 4-6-0 39
SUDBURY 16 28 4 2-8-0 36
OWEN SOUND 16 24 2 2-8-0 34
NORTH BAY 12 29 6 2-7-1 29

WBfiLER JS.TjQT ISXLCS 
Team Leaders:
Goals: Legwand (38)
Assists: Legwand (31)
Points: Legwand (69)
PIM: Boulerice (123)
+/-: Legwand (+28)
GAA: Esche (3.02)

Defenseman Kevin Holdridge was 
named to the honor roll at 
Catholic Central High School with 
a 3.01 grade point average

UPCftlvnNr, GAM ES:

• Thurs. (7:30) at Windsor.
• Fri. (7:30) at London.
• Sat. (7:30) vs. London at CSA.
• Tues. (7:30) at Sault Ste. Marie.
• Jan. 30 (7:30) at Sarnia.

Value's A  
Family Tradition!

37300 Michigan Ave.
at Newburgh 

2 Miles East of 1-275 
( 7 3 4 ) 7 2 1 - 2 6 0 0

5BlactotUH
The North American 
Customer Excellence 

Award is presented 
by Ford Motor 

Company to dealers 
achieving high honors 

in customer satisfaction;

And your kind words have
EARNED US OUR SECOND,

41001 Plymouth Rd. • Plymouth
(7 3 4 )4 5 3 -1 1 0 0
www.blackwell.com

D O N ’T
M I S S
complete
whalers
coverage

j f y  C om m unity  Crier

Subscribe By Mail 
IS O  (7 3 4 )4 5  3 - 6 9 0 0

http://www.blackwell.com
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An outsider on the inside
Customs, ice storm s and life on the road w ith  the Plym outh W halers

“You know what?” Robert Esche, the 
W halers’ all-star goaltender, says to me 
the morning of Jan. 11 at the back of the 
team  bus som ew here in betw een 
Belleville and Barrie, Ontario, “I want to 
see someone write what an OHL road trip 
is really about.”

It’s about cellular phone calls to wives 
or girlfriends on the 401. It’s about busi­
ness-like scheduling. Quick meals at road­
side diners. The ear phone filtered sound 
of M etallica drifting past you from the 
Discman several rows back. Climbing 
over seats to get to the bathroom . 
Changing in the aisles as the bus rolls into 
to the next arena. It’s about playing cards 
games and chewing tobacco to pass the 
time. Or wishing you had more time as 
you prepare for your second game in 16 
hours.

W elcome to life as player, coach or 
trainer in a junior hockey league. There’s 
no customized je t with a gourmet chef 
preparing dinners, or suite reservations at 
the Radisson. Just a guy named Bill with a 
heavy Canadian accent driving a bus to 
the nearest Quality Inn off the freeway.

But you won’t ever see Paul Newman 
clim bing  on board  w ith  the H anson 
Brothers to make a sequel to “Slap Shot”, 
either. The only horseplay on this week­
end trip to eastern Ontario was Sunday’s 
7-3 loss to the Colts in Barrie.

W ith ju s t  dream s o f tu rn ing  my 
favorite game into a lifestyle, I can’t 
promise Esche and the rest of the Whalers 
the introspective he desires, and they 
deserve.

What I can deliver is a diary of an out­
sider who was inside for one weekend

J a n . 10 S a tu rd a y , 6 :30  a .m . — I 
already have an appreciation for what 
these guys do. Getting up before the sun 
oil a frigid weekend in January to make a 
five-hour trip through lower Ontario and 
into the worst ice storm in Canadian histo­
ry is no t en tic ing . B ut there are two 
im portant games to be played, tonight 
against the East Division Belleville Bulls,

and Sunday afternoon versus the Central 
Division Barrie Colts.

7:45 a.m. — I’m informed of Rookie 
Rule No. 1. “You can’t sit there,” says 
George Kirky Scott, the affable assistant 
to the coaches and the W halers’ video 
technician. ‘T hat’s a coach’s seat.” I may 
be a journalist by trade, but I’m a rookie 
this weekend, and first-year players have 
to “double up” on the bus, while the veter­
ans, coaches and trainers spread out over 
two seats for the bus ride. I slide in next to 
Pete Krupsky, the Whalers’ play-by-play 
radio commentator and a regular on these 
road trips.

7:50 a.m. —  Rookie Rule No. 2: you 
load the bus. (I’m spared of this detail.)

8:00 a.m . sharp — We leave. Head 
Coach Peter DeBoer, assistant coaches 
Greg Stefan and Steve Spott leaf through 
several new spapers looking for OHL 
gam e resu lts . Everyone quickly fa lls  
asleep. 9:40 a.m. — “Yuri. Sergei. Let’s 
g o ,” Stefan says. W e’re at C anadian  
Customs in Sarnia, and Immigration wants 
to see passports for the W halers’ two 
Russian players, Yuri Babenko and Sergei 
Fedotov. They put their pillows aside, 
grab a sweater and begin to climb over 
seats, rather than go through the isle criss­
crossed with a labyrinth of legs, to get to 
the front of the bus. Initially, I feel sorry 
fo r them  —  two young men, p lay ing  
hockey half of a world away from home, 
are singled out for their nationality and 
sent out into the biting January cold while 
the rest us continue to sleep. Then, I watch 
them  get o ff the bus w ith the m ost 
resplendent customs guard I’ve ever seen, 
and I begin wishing I was Russian, too.

10:00 a.m. — It’s time for a 10 o’clock 
showing of a yet to be decided to movie to 
kill the next two hours of the journey. The 
bus has a VCR, several televisions and a 
bathroom. It’s not John Madden’s cruiser, 
but we’re not driving across the country, 
either.

Men in Black, Pulp Fiction and Blown 
Away are among the movie selections.

“You guys should be 
asham ed o f y o u r­
se lves,” says Spott, 
who is known for his 
banter.

Blown Away wins 
out, only Kirky (the 
v ideo techn ic ian , 
mind you) has trouble finding the begin­
ning of the movie on the tape.

“Hey, Kirky, what movie is this,” a 
voice calls out from the back of the bus.

“Tell them it’s Legends of Hockey,”

Truth is Tough
By Brian Corbett

so, at worst, I figure he’ll speak only when 
I ’m not. For now, the room  is m ine; 
Bower is riding up on the fan club’s bus.

2:30 to 3:15 p.m. — At a restaurant a 
block away from our hotel, we sit down

G o alten d er S cott H olsinger (left) enjoying a  fav o rite  bus ac tiv ity  —  sleep ing . 
Holsinger and defensem an Shaun Fisher (right), both rookies, m ust “double up”  on 
road  trips during  the ir first year w ith the W halers. (C rier photo by B rian C orbett)

As veterans, (from  left) R o b ert Esche, A ndrew  T ay lo r, T roy  S m ith  an d  Steve 
W asylko enjoy several perks on the long bus rides through O ntario . They get to 
spread out in the back of the bus while the rookies load their hockey gear. (C rier 
photo by B rian C orbett)

suggests a certain coach. Guess who.
Noon —  Just where is Belleville, any­

way? It’s been four hours, and they tell 
me we’ve got another two to go. I guess I 
should’ve checked out travel distance 
before I decided which road trip I was 
going to go on. 1 p.m. — Have you ever 
heard of Prince Naseem Hamed? Or, what 
I should probably ask is, have you ever 
seen Prince Naseem Hamed? Neither had 
I until Kirky pops a tape of the London- 
bred fighter’s most recent boxing match at 
M adison Square Garden into the VCR. 
And let’s just say Hamed’s entrance into 
the ring is somewhere in between Michael 
Jackson and Hulk Hogan. I’m immediate­
ly a fan of Hamed, who dances his way 
down a lighted runway before backflip­
ping into the ring. And I think the players 
can learn from it too. Hamed is extremely 
loose and focused prior to a title fight. The 
Whalers could use that rare combination 
come playoff time. Later I’m asked who 
I’d rather fight, Hamed or Jesse Boulerice, 
the W h a le rs’ en fo rcer. T h a t’s easy . 
Hamed’s 10-minute ring entrance would 
give me plenty of time to run. Plus he 
keeps his gloves on when he fights.

2:05 p.m . — Welcome to Belleville. 
Stefan hands out room assignments, which 
are different every trip. Someone bemoans 
getting paired with a goalie. Does the 
same attitude that allows goaltenders to 
think it’s OK to get pelted with frozen 
rubber carry  over into th e ir o ff-ice  
life s ty le?  I ’m assigned  a room  w ith 
Whaler color commentator John Bower,

for a buffet meal, which is a good idea 
because these guys would wear out an 
entire wait staff with their appetites. “The 
bus leaves fo r the rink  at 5 :30 p.m . 
sharp,” Stefan says.

There’s that word again, “sharp.”
3:30 p .m . —  I ’m back in my hotel 

room  w atching the OHL gam e of the 
week on TV when Bower walks in, along 
with Ed Roberts, a reporter for the Great 
L akes H ockey A lliance . Soon after 
Krupsky knocks on the door, to join what 
soon is proclaimed the largest Plymouth 
Whalers media contingent ever. A candid 
conversation about hockey soon begins to 
sound a lot like a radio broadcast, once 
Krupsky and Bower get going. Krupsky 
returns to his room, and Bower mumbles 
something about waking him up at 5:15 
p.m. The hockey game and a smattering of 
Bugs Bunny cartoons keep Roberts and I 
engrossed.

5:15 p.m. — What time did John want 
us to wake him up? 5:20 p.m. —  Bower 
wakes up on his own, sending the rest of 
us into action. 5:30 p.m . (and about 20 
seconds) —  We missed the bus. So that’s 
what they mean by 5:30 p.m. sharp. I ’d 
have a hard time paying the team fine 
because I just realized I don’t have any 
Canadian money. Luckily, the media vet­
erans I am with can pay for the five- 
minute cab ride to the arena.

6:00 to 10:45 p.m . —  The W halers 
lose 3-1 before a raucous crowd of 2,500.

Please see pg. 21



THE COMMUNITY CRIER: January 21,1998 Page 21

Salem, in classic form, wins tourney
BY ERICA D’ANGELO

The Salem volleyball won its confer­
ence opener las t T hursday , and the 
Plymouth Salem Classic Saturday.

The conference opener went extremely 
well against Livonia Franklin, considered 
one o f the W estern  Lakes A ctiv ities  
Association better volleyball teams. Salem 
hardly allowed Franklin to get in on the 
action, winning the meet with a 15-2 and 
15-4.

Salem’s lead players, including seniors 
Amanda Abraham and Jenny Trott both 
had good games. Abraham had six impres­
sive kills, and Trott had four. Abraham 
also had several nice blocks, and three ser­
vice aces. Trott also had eleven digs.

VOLLEYBALL............. —— .....1 mwwm mm
On Saturday the Rocks again battled to 

victory, and left their close rival, Canton, 
in the dust. L ast year, the two team s 
played each other in the final round of the 
tournament. This year, however, things 
were a lot different. Canton didn’t even 
make it to the semi-finals, missing the cut 
by one point. Canton co-captain Amy 
Plagens w asn’t really sure why things 
went so out of favor for the Chiefs. “The 
team played really well, I guess there was 
just a lot of mental errors,” she said.

Maybe part o f the reason the Chiefs 
had such a unlucky tournament was that 
starters Plagens and Christy Even, were

To Belleville, Barrie and

both out. Plagens was out with a knee 
injury, and Even didn’t attend the game 
because she was attending a school field 
trip. The beginning of Canton’s season has 
started to look dim, esspecially compared 
to la s t y e a r’s im pressive cam paign . 
However, they hope to start turning things 
around this week, beginning with their 
first league game Monday night, against 
tough opponent W alled Lake C entral. 
They will play again tonight, 7:00 pm at 
Livonia Stevenson.

On the other side of the creek, Salem is 
just beginning. They are already proving 
to be another powerhourse team this year, * 
and th e ir goal to m ake it to sta tes 
shouldn’t be that out of reach.

back
Continued from  pg. 20
These old arenas seem to bring out the 
loudest vocal chords. The only seating 
here is along the sides, and the rows go all 
the way to the ceiling. The game has me 
on the edge of my seat, not because of the 
score, but so I can look down at the game 
being played almost directly below my 
spot in the rafters. You don’t miss any­
thing up here. The pre-game media dinner 
features KFC and pizza; it comes as no 
surprise when I’m told Compuware is the 
only five-star restaurant on the OHL cir­
cuit. Conversation continues to hover

around the terrible ice storm, which has 
closed highways and knocked out power 
lines just 20 minutes away.

11 p.m . —  Rookie Rule No. 3: You 
buy dinner. This one isn’t so bad, I even 
invited the coaching staff to join us since 
it was going on my travel expense 
account. But I am relieved (or at least my 
publisher is) that a late night chicken din­
ner is delivered to the 20 or so players at 
the hotel, and most adjourn to their rooms 
for a couple rounds of cards. As it turns 
out, it was a bluff, and Krupsky buys din­
ner and drinks. I’m getting lucky on this

Sergei Fedorov, w ho’s in the m idst of a  prolonged contract squabble w ith the 
Red W ings, p rac ticed  las t week w ith the P lym outh  W halers a t C om puw are 
Sports Arena. (C rier photo R. Alwood J r.)

Prim eau and Adam Graves also haveContinued from  pg. 19
Fedotov.

“I didn’t know him before he came 
here, but he’s the nicest guy you’d ever 
want to meet. He’s a great NHL player, 
unbelievably fast.”

This isn’t the first time an NHL player 
has skated at Compuware Sports Arena. 
Bob Probert practiced with the Whalers 
last summer, and Slava Kozlov, Keith

used the facility.
“It’s a great learning experience for 

the guys. It’s a good measuring stick, too. 
Sergei Fedorov is one of top five skill 
players in the NHL, i t’s good for our 
guys to see how hard he works during 
practice and afterwards in the weight 
room ,” said G M /H ead C oach P eter 
DeBoer... “He’s a great person, too.”

rookie initiation stuff. I wonder if hockey 
p layers know w hat “cub” rep o rte rs  
endure. 1 a.m. — Lights out for 8:30 a.m. 
bus departure; that’s 8:30 a.m. sharp. 3 
a.m. — Alright, who’s snoring? 7 a.m. — 
Wake up call, only it just briefly wakes 
me up. This is earlier than I get up during 
the w eek. 8 :15  a .m . —  
Springoutofbedthrowclothesonrundowntot 
helobbygetonthebusphew! 8:30 a.m . — 
Wheels are turning. 9:30 to 10:15 a.m. 
—  A buffet breakfast at a roadside restau­
rant. I tell Stefan, w ho’s arranged for 
meals an lodging, he’d make a good tour 
guide. 10:30 a.m . — I spend about 30 
minutes at the back of the bus with veter­
ans Andrew Taylor (the captain gets three 
seats to him self) Troy Sm ith, Esche, 
B ou lerice , S teve W asylko and Pat 
Parthenais. The conversation turns from 
the previous n ight’s loss, to who’s the 
team’s worst roomate to the finite life of a 
junior hockey player. “Every single per­
son at the camps I’ve been to has told me, 
‘Enjoy juniors as much as you can’,” says 
Esche. “I wouldn’t mind playing juniors 
for the rest of my life.”

“As long as the pay gets better,” Taylor 
says. 11 a .m . — W hat would a trip  
through Canada be without a stop at Tim 
Hortons? 12:08 p.m. — We roll into the 
Molson Centre in Barrie. It’s a brisk but 
bright and beautiful Canadian Sunday 
with a light snow scattered around the 
arena. The three-year old facility is radiant 
with glass facades at either end, and the 
inside is even more impressive. Two lev­
els of suites ring the arena, and a second- 
story restaurant overlooks the ice surface. 
The media is given a considerable amount 
of room behind the top of row seats. But 
the arena has no weight room for the play­
ers, and fans can ’t bring beer to their 
seats. That’s like not being able to eat a 
hot dog at a baseball game.

2:00 to 4:30 p.m. —  Even though the 
Whalers lose, 7-3, the game is as equally 
entertaining as the Molson Centre. 4:45 
p.m. — After a second loss in as many 
tries, the scene outside the locker room 
resembles as M.A.S.H. unit; it’s time to 
pull out in a hurry. 5:00 p.m. — Pizza is 
delivered to the bus, everyone is quickly 
done eating because no one is talking. 
Pretty soon no one is doing anything, 
that’s because the lights are out for a rea­
son, and I have a pretty good suspicion it 
doesn’t have anything to do with prevent­
ing me from writing this article on the

O n
d eck

SALEM  BASKETBALL
Friday at Farmington. JV begins at 

5:30 p.m. Tuesday at home versus 
Northville. JV begins at 6 p.m.

•
SALEM  SW IM M ING

Thursday at home at 7 p.m. versus 
North Farmington.

•

SALEM
W RESTLING

Thursday at John Glenn at 6:30 
p.m. Saturday at the Holt Invitational 
at 9 a.m.

O'

SALEM
VOLLEYBALL

Today at home versus John Glenn 
at 5:30 p.m. Monday at Farmington at 
5:30 p.m.

o

SALEM  GYMNASTICS
Saturday at the Adrian Invitational 

at 1 p.m.
o

CANTON BASKETBALL '
Friday at home versus Franklin. JV 

begins at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday at Walled 
Lake Central. JV begins at 5:30 p.m.

o

CANTON BOYS 
SW IM M ING

T hursday  at hom e versus 
Northville at 6 p.m. Saturday at the 
Monroe Invitational at 9 a.m. Tuesday 
at the Stevenson at 7 p.m.

o

CANTON W RESTLIN G
Thursday at home versus Harrison 

at 6:30 p.m. Saturday at the Belleville 
'Invitational at 10 a.m.

«

CANTON
GYMNASTICS

Today at 7 p.m. at hom e versus 
Northville. Monday at Farmington at 
6:30 p.m.

CANTON
VOLLEYBALL

Today at Stevenson at 5:30 p.m. 
Monday at home versus Northville at 
5:30 p.m.

bus. (Though it does succeed in doing just 
that.) No cards. No television. I t’s just 
time to think about the disappointing road 
trip, except for trainer Dave Hilger, whose 
job it is to think about how hard to make 
practice tomorrow.

9 p.m. —  American customs comes on 
board in Port Huron. “W here’s Sergei 
Fedotov? That’s Fedotov not Fedorov,” 
said the greybeard customs man. “He’s 
cheaper,” someone quips. 10:15 p.m. — 
The players are given instructions on 
Monday’s practice routine. 10:45 p.m . — 
Home sweet home. I ’m more than tired 
than I was Friday.
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opinions

Holding bond hostage ‘un-American ’

EDITOR,
I find  it deeply d istressing  that the 

school bond election continues to divide 
our co m m u n ity . T he e le c tio n  w as 
certified first by a unanimous vote of the 
b ip a r tisa n  B oard  o f C an v asse rs , who 
found no d efec t or b ias in the vo ting  
m ach ines. T his was confirm ed at the 
county level, by the Secretary of State, 
and by the  d ec is io n  o f C irc u it C o u rt 
Judge R ash id . O nce the e lec tio n  w as 
certified, the school board had no legal 
right to nullify the election, and was, in 
fact, required to implement the results of

EDITOR:
I have  read  w ith in te re s t abou t the 

“proposal” of the individual challenging 
the bond issue approved by voters last 
year. As I understand it, he wishes a select 
group o f the population to automatically 
receive absentee ballots for each election. 
W hile  I c e rta in ly  su p p o rt the m odel 
established by the State of Oregon last year 
to have voting by mail, I find the concept 
of preferring one group of an electorate a 
serious throwback and a challenge to equal 
access. I would also like to point out two 
issues.

the  e le c tio n . F o u r v en u es have 
determ ined that the vote was properly 
conducted, and that the equipment used 
was in proper working order.

In ev ery  e le c tio n , th e re  are  u n d er 
counts. These are e ither inadvertent or 
in te n tio n a l, an d , u l t im a te ly , are  the 
responsibility of the voter. Paper ballots 
can be cast in c o rre c tly , and absen tee  
ballo ts  have been re tu rned  unm arked. 
The punch-card  voting  system  used in 
school election prior to the bond election 
is notorious for the potential for spoiled 
ballots. As an example of a very narrow

First, I believe that federal and state 
election laws have prohibited any practice 
that prefers one group of voters over any 
other. Even if the school district, city or 
state passed legislation to allow such a 
voting preference, it would probably be 
unconstitutional.

Second, the laws of our state currently 
specify who can vote by absentee ballot, 
and the lawyers involved in the litigation 
may want to review  the statu tes which 
would prohibit any settlement based on the 
“proposal.”

MICHAEL S. KHOURY

election with many spoiled ballots, I can 
point to the 1992 election of K athleen 
Keen-McCarthy won that election by 17 
v o tes . P unch  card  b a llo ts  are  ea s ily  
spoiled in m ulti-seat 
e lec tio n s  if  a vo ter 
a c c id e n ta lly  ch o se  
m ore  th an  the
a llo tte d  n u m b er o f 
c a n d id a te s  (3 o f  6 
rather than 2 of 6)— 
an error that the new 
voting machines will 
no t a llo w , by the 
way.

It w ou ld  be a
dangerous precedent 
to rem o v e  the
re s p o n s ib il i ty  o f 
each  v o te r  to 
p ro p e rly  c a s t his 
b a llo t and re q u ire  
th a t e lec tio n s  m eet 
some standard for under-counts or spoiled 
b a llo ts . I f  w e d id  m ake such  a
requirem ent, any election could be held 
hostage by a m inority  o f people who, 
r e a liz in g  th a t th e ir  c a n d id a te  or
p ro p o s itio n  is u n lik e ly  to  p ass ,
deliberately fail to make a proper vote. 
Unlikely, you think? Well, consider what 
som etim es happens in e lections where

m u ltip le  se a ts  a re  b e in g  f ille d . 
Supporters o f a w eak cand ida te  often 
advise their voters to cast only a single 
vote, and forfeit their remaining votes, in 

e s s e n c e  
‘d i lu t in g ’ the 
v o te  fo r o th e r  
candidates.

I f in d  it 
alarming and un- 
A m erican  th a t 
one man should 
deliberately hold 
an e le c tio n  
h o s ta g e  u n d er 
the g u ise  o f 
‘d e fe n d in g  the 
d e m o c r a t i c  
p ro c e s s .’ I am 
a p p a lle d  th a t 
people are naive 
en o u g h  to
be lieve  tha t the 

issue is what he has tried to make it. The 
actions o f the school board have been 
unjustly cast in the worst possible light, 
and may voters have been unreasonably 
turned against the schools.

W e need  to  re fo cu s  on the  schoo l 
children of this district. We need to build 
the schools.

PATKIEW ICZ

Proposal ‘unconstitutional’?

T t would be a 
JLdangerous precedent 
to remove the 
responsibility of each 
voter to properly cast his 
ballot and require some 
standard fo r  under­
counts or spoiled ballots.

An A developm ent on F o rd  R d . could be  a  jew el 
in  C a n to n ’s crow n. B u t is now  the  r ig h t tim e?

J  . /  T he DDA h as a  m o n th  to  decide.

----------------------------------------- ' —

Off the cuff * #
By S co tt S p ie lm an  \

T he B u rton -K atzm an  deve lopers have bough t 
themselves another month of breathing room.

The developers presented an ambitious plan to Canton 
Township’s Downtown Development Authority (DDA) last 
month. Their aim is to create a mixed use, but consistantly- 
them ed  com m ercia l park  on about 125 acres  o f 
undeveloped land at Along Ford Road between 1-275 and 
Lotz Road.

Burton-Katzm an proposed to 
clean up the watershed, improve the 
storm water drainage system and fill 
the park with four or five upscale 
restauran ts, a 20-screen m ovie 
theater, a shopping center and about 
400,000 square feet of office and 
residential space.

And all they asked for in return 
was about $4 m illion  in in itia l 
infrastructure improvements.

Understandably, the DDA board 
blanched. C hairperson Ralph 
Shufeld t requested  additional 
information from the developers, 
such as the actual cost o f the 
development and an intensified traffic study, with the intention 
of pursuing these issues further in a January meeting.

That meeting, originally scheduled for last Thursday was 
postponed until the third week in February: Burton-Katzman 
claimed their information was not yet ready.

So while the developers have more time to prepare 
before they give their final pitch on what will be a pretty 
tough sell, there’s time for the DDA to consider one other 
aspect of the proposal:

Do we need it?
Take away all the traffic concerns, the w etland 

concerns, even the monetary concerns, and just look at 
how fast Canton is growing.

W ith  a ll th e  su b d iv is io n s  
being  b u ilt up and b u sin esses  
e x p a n d in g  in the  a re a , the 
T o w n sh ip  is a lre a d y  
overcrowded.

It rem in d s  me o f  a s im ila r  
situation in Eugene, OR. Eugene 
is a w o n d e rfu l c ity  by a ll 
p ra c tic a l  m ea su re s  (e x c e p t 
annual ra in fa ll). A bout a year 
before I left, Hyundai wanted to 
lo ca te  a m ajo r m an u fac tu rin g  
p lan t on the ou tsk irts o f town. 
The p lan t offered  som e o f the 
sam e th in g s  th a t the  B u rto n - 
K atzm an  d e v e lo p m e n t o ffe rs  

Canton: they would clean up under-utilized w etlands, 
give the econom y a shot in the arm and bring in an 
estimated 1,200 jobs.

The city said no.
Not because of the wetlands or the extra traffic and

certainly not because Eugene didn’t need an economic 
boost. The city said no simply because they liked the 
city the way it was.

Canton is at a point where growth will continue out 
o f control if  planners aren’t careful. The DDA already 
has a full plate this year, and the im provem ents they 
have proposed for Ford Road need time to be completed 
and tested. Only after the DDA has had time to judge 
the efficacy of the improvements can it accurately judge 
how a developm ent the size of Burton-Katzm an’ s will 
effect the area.

The DDA should think well w hether Canton needs 
the development enough to contribute $4 million to it. 
Burton-Katzman should examine ways to complete the 
project without the funds.

The answer could be simple: the development, while 
a potential jew el in Canton’s crown, is a concept whose 
time has not yet come.

And the DDA should allow the Ford Road corridor to 
catch up with growth in Canton.

B efore developers give 
their final pitch on 

what will be a pretty hard 
sell, there’s time for the 
DDA to consider one 
other aspect of the 
proposal: Do we need it?
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Ice Spectacular going logo ?
For years you have seen it in Hollywood 

movies. This year it reached the Rose Bowl. 
Not even die produce aisle is safe.

More and more product placement and 
marketing opportunities are priorities where 
they w eren’t before: corporate logos and 
slogans are slapped across the remote and 
disparate parts of contemporary American 
society.

Where the average consumer is likely to 
look, corporate logos are likely to be.

So, when 750,000 folks show up in 
Plymouth for the International Ice Sculpture 
Spectacular, it it’s no surprise to find ads. 
Plymouth is following a cultural-economic 
trend.

On the big screen, advertisers have paid to 
put th e ir products in unobtrusive-but- 
unmissable spots ever since E.T. first nibbled 
on a bag R eese’s Pieces. And videotape 
versions of the film Jerry Maguire are about 
40 seconds longer than the version seen in 
theaters. Why? Reebok forced a contractual 
issue and now one of the characters in the

movie, a football player, 
appears in a faux ad for 
Reebok athletic shoes.

To a degree, sports 
have always been tied to 
advertising. F irst pro 
athletes, and eventually 
college players were marked with the Nike 
Swoosh. It’s a little symbol, but symbolic of a 
bigger trend in advertising and corporate 
marketing strategies. It’s one that has even 
reached the upper echelons of collegiate 
athletics: the next Rose Bowl will have a 
corporate sponsor.

Is there nowhere that corporate images 
don’t appear?

If there is, it apparently isn’t the produce 
aisle. W hen I w ent to grab a bunch o f 
bananas while grocery shopping last week, I 
found a little sticker. Chiquita? No. It was 
oval, black and asked ‘Got Milk?’

“Yes, I’ve got milk! I bought it three aisles 
ago. What I want is bananas —  and a break.”

With ads as far arid near as the eye can

Some Might Say
By Bryon M artin

Kudos to P-C bus drivers
Thursday’s snowstorm —  although not 

huge by any means —  hit just before the 
morning commute, snarling drivers.

School bus drivers here were especially 
stymied, both because of other traffic, and 
because the Plymouth-Canton Community 
School District is so far flung over roads 
way down the priority list.

But they did a magnificent job!
One em pty bus did tem porarily lose 

control on its way to pick up kids. But no 
damage was done, and the bus moved on.

And sure, some stops were late and the

routes took extra tiriie past the riiorning 
bell, but the job got done, and done safely.

Congratulations to a dedicated group 
th a t’s often overlooked and som etim es 
under fire.

. Community 
jjgL Editorials
MLLL The C om m unity  Crier

see, i t ’s no surprise that P lym outh’s Ice 
Sculpture Spectacular would be influenced by 
the greater culture of which it is a part.

By no m eans does it com pare w ith 
Hollywood or the others in being too pushy 
with products. But there are signs.

Last year there was the giant Progresso 
Soup can cluttering the view near Kellogg 
Park. This year brought the giant Pepsi logo 
sculpture in The G athering. I know 
sponsorship must be important to pulling off 
the Spectacular, but come bn. The Pepsi 
logo? If I felt ripped off, how did people who 
drove an hour or more to get to Plymouth 
feel?

And where did they spend their money 
once they got here? I’m sure restaurants did 
well, but how about retailers? Do Plymouth 
clothiers need competition from a guy who 
rented a tent on Main Street to hawk wool 
sweaters? They bore no apparent connection 
to the Spectacular, other than they were 
sweaters and the weather was cold.

Sure, a few wool sweaters are preferable 
to giant Swooshes on the Mayflower (unless 
Nike has a renovation plan ready). But huge 
numbers of people come to the Spectacular 
each year; 1998 brought 750,000. Where 
possible, let’s keep the focus on town.

B ecause if  i t ’s corporate logos and 
invasive advertising spectators want, they can 
find it in p lenty  o f places o ther than 
Plymouth.

Just check the produce aisle.

Plymouth Soccer Club: no to YMCA rec.
i ' r p ]  

1  5

EDITOR’S NOTE: The following letter was 
sent to Plymouth City Manager Steve 
Walters.

Dear Mr. Walters,
As President of the Plymouth Soccer Club 

I am writing in support of a joint recreation 
program  fo r the C ity  and T ow nship  of 
Plymouth. The creation of a well funded, 
professionally administrated joint recreation 
program could well serve the needs of the 
more than 1100 children in our community 
who play soccer each season.

However, I must voice concern that to the 
best o f my know ledge, the com m ittee  
exam ining the establishm ent of this jo in t 
endeavor does not include a single recreation 
professional. Input from the people who 
know exactly what it takes to run a recreation 
program of the size that is being proposed is crucial to any decision.

The P lym outh Soccer Club is not in favor of the YMCA 
handling the administration of a joint recreation program for the 
simple reason that the YMCA in Plymouth has not demonstrated

he Plymouth 
Soccer Club is not 

in favor of the YMCA 
handling joint recreaton. 
The most logical path 
is to build upon the 
existing City o f  
Plymouth Rec. Dept/  

Fred Stafford

the ability to administer a program of this 
size at the level of quality that is required.

The most logical path is to build upon the 
ex isting  C ity  o f Pym outh  R ecreation  
Department. This is a professional group that 
has proven it can administer large programs 
e ffic ien tly  and d e liv e r quality  re su lts . 
Expanding this existing core and having it 
report to a joint governing body comprised of 
representatives from the City, Township and 
School Board could greatly minimize any 
growing pains the establishment of a jo in t 
recreation program will create.

Why start from scratch when you already 
have a solid recreation foundation that is 
serving the needs of the City and Township 
Residents?

S peaking  on b eh a lf  o f the P lym outh  
Soccer Club, we applaud your efforts in working to address the 
recreation needs of our children.

FRED STAFFORD 
President, Plymouth Soccer Club
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AC/HEATING

Puckett Co.,
Inc.

412 Starkweather 
Plymouth,Ml

(734) 453-0400
• Air Conditioning •  Heating

• Plumbing • Sewer Cleaning
• Visa •  Master Charge

• Night & Day •  Licensed
• Ail Areas

AUTO REPAIR

nutomotive
S pecia lizin g  in Ford

Starters • Alternators 
General Repair 

Imports & Domestic 
8508 Lilley • Canton

(734) 454-4804
Mechanics with a  conscience

D i a . l @ I t

S h o p p i n g  tflfl
H e l p  is o n l y  a p h o n e  c a l l  a w a y !

ADDITIONS / KITCHENS

C»Rt|>Sele Kilcken 
Dwigit

Visit Our Showcase Kitchen Display 
Showroom Hours by Appointment

RAY R. STELLA
Plymouth's Hometown Remodeling Contractor

•Additions •  Fam ily Rooms •  Dormers 
•  Sun & Garden Rooms

747 S. Main • Plymouth
(734) 459-7111

BATHROOMS

- .f l-H O R T O N  
V  PLUM BING

Sewer & Drain Cleaning
• W ater Heaters
• Com plete Service

Heating & Cooling b
V isit our new location! m e m

(734) 455-3332
1382 S. Main Street, Plymouth

AIR TREATMENT

DUNLAP
H E A T IN G  & C O O L IN G  IN C .

tmmnmmmmKfm
•  HUM IDIFIERS • AIR CLEANERS

* AIR CONDITIONERS •  FURNACES
S IN C E  1 949

(734) 453-6630

BORDERS & WALLPAPER
Retail & Commercial

Borders &. 
Wallpaper

We Have the Area’s 
Largest Border Selection 

In  Stock  &  Special O rder W allpaper

FREE SAMPLES
• Special O rder W indow  

T reatments
36143 Plymouth Rd. (at Levan)

734 -762-7273

ALUMINUM GUTTERS

FLOW RITE
G u t t e r  Co m p a n y

Aluminum Seamless 
Gutters & Downspouts

We Also Do
• R epair • Cleaning • Painting  

F i l l  ESTIM ATES 
(734)459-6280 

Licensed & Insured

ELECTRICAL

K E E T H
•  H E A T IN G  •  C O O L IN G  

•  E L E C T R IC A L  
One Call For All 

(7 3 4 )  4 5 3 -3 0 0 0
4 0 0  N . M a in  •  P ly m o u th

LENNOX-
Since 1951 • FINANCING AVAILABLE
Free Estimates •  Licensed/lnsured 

VISA • MASTERCARD

ASSISTED LIVING

M l t d n w d d

Waltonwood Assisted Living 
Residence is designed to meet the 

individual needs o f those who 
require assistance with the 

activities of daily living, but do not 
need the skilled medical care 
provided in a nursing home. 

(734)397*8300

FURNITURE REFINISHING
“Preserving Our Heritage ”

PLYMOUTH FURNITURE
REFINISHING
331 North Main 

Cali Jay Densmore 
(7 3 4 )  4 5 3 -2 1 3 3

• Custom Finishing
• Repairs & Regiuing
• Caning • Hand Stripping
• Antique Restoration

GIFT BASKETS

j?£Z5&. Holiday, 
Business & 

Personal 
G ift Baskets

734- 459-4506
THE GIVING SPIRIT LTD.

748 Starkweather • Plymouth
Serving the Community Since 1989

REMODELING

p
JAMES
FISHER
L I C E N S E D
B U I L D E R S

• Additions
> Remodeling
> Roofing
• Siding
> Decks
• Garages
• Finished Basements 
■ Free Estimates
• insured

(734)455-1108

HOME IMPROVEMENT
BUILDING A REPUTATION 

FOR QUALITY AND SERVICE 
IN HOME REMODELING

HOME MORTGAGES

Building and Remodeling 
(734)453-1478

Licensed • Insured

q
G r o u p  O n e

mortgage Corporation

Denise J. Staffeld
Mortgage Consultant

Bus. 17341953-4000 
Pager 1810)970-4996

RETIREMENT LIVING I  SNOWBLOWER REPAIR

H .
JlsoTTmTTNL H

vt  i r t.r

M i d

'98

N ow  A ccepting Reservations
•Studio ‘ Studio Deluxe 

•O ne Bedroom *Two Bedroom 
• Independent Living 
•Independence Plus 

Northville Rd. South of 5 Mile 
734-453-2600

SAXTONS
Snowblower Repair

$ 4 4 9 5
Plus Parts

2 cycle powered units 
only, includes 

carburetor rebtfld . 
(Regular49.95) 

587 W. Ann Arbor Tr. 
Downtown Plymouth

734/ 453-6326

PAINTING

DECORATING
SERVICES

• Painting
• Wail Papering ‘ Trim Moldings 

• Drywall & Plaster
free estimates/no obligations 

professional work/fully insured

(734) 451-0987

TRAVEL

W o rld  T ra v e l Inc.

PMC CENTER 
42183 Ann Arbor Rd. 
(734) 459-6753

Hours: Full Service
9AM - 5:30PM Travel
Sat. 10AM - 2PM Agency

PUBLISHING

COMMA,
W ith a  team -like  environm ent 

C O M M A , and its on-staff m arketing  
consultants, artists, designers, 

writers and photographers can help  
you build your publishing  

successes.

345 Fleet Street 
Plymouth, Ml 48170

734-453-6860

H O f i B
REAL ESTATE COMPANY

S pec ia liz ing  in 
Farms & Vacant Land  

A lso  R esid en tia l  
B u ild in g  S ite s

( 7 3 4 ) 8 7 8 - 4 6 8 6
Over 30 Years Experience

For more information on hew vein business or service can
appear here,

CALL YOUR AD CONSULTANT TODAV! „
Shopping is only a phone call away!

D i a l @ I t  734/453-69CC


