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Former residents back Vorva

Bond vote trampled rights

EDITOR:

It seems not that long ago that I was
compelled to write you regarding this
school bond issue. As the wind rages off of
Lake Michigan up here at our new home
near Mackinaw City, it makes for a good
metaphor. \

We have The Crier delivered by mail to
our outpost up here. Sadly, I pick up each
issue and I see that the storm still rages
~ among those who want Big Schools, vs.
Jerry Vorva who wants accountability.

I just finished reading a strong opinion
letter attacking Jerry’s work and intentions.
I am deeply disturbed by what the writer
had to say. I was saddened that this young
man has had his thinking manipulated by
the rhetoric of those who are still trying to
justify a poorly run election.

‘,a“ ratzonal world

It has been approximately one year since
this controversy arose. In a rational world
where special interests and hidden agendas

Whip appeal. » « Bill Baxter recently appealed to the Crier

for proof of allegations that he was “the most antiquated buggy-
whip” trustee when he put on a one-man picket in front of The Crier
offices. The description of him came in a March 11 column by
publisher W. Edward Wendover. The placard in Bill's left hand asks
The Crier to “Prove it!” The buggy whip in his right hand, does. -
(Crier photo by Bryon Martin.) .

Community opinions

were absent, this controversy would have
been settled. Unfortunately, we have
leaders in our educational system who are
willing to trample on the most important
right we have as Americans: the right to
vote.

This right was executed last year to vote
for this controversial bond proposal. It was
held on a Saturday (not a normal voting
day) in March (when many retirees are
away and, in this case, they did not receive
their absentee ballots) and on and on. After
the vote count the bond issue passed,
backers were thrilled. They were so excited
about getting their way that they were
willing to trample all over our right to vote.

In steps Jerry Vorva—thank God! He
is taking a lot of unfair abuse over
stepping in and taking action in order to
resolve an issue that has the potential for
causing far more damage than just
passing a bond that may not have been
what Plymouth residents wanted.

Wes Farrow had the courage and the
right to speak out and say that Vorva is
wrong. The curious thing here is that
Farrow does not see his own irony. He
has the right to speak his mind and to
speak it publicly. His right is protected
under the Constitution. Wes, our right to
vote is also protected there. We have the
right to cast a vote in an un-manipulated
environment. Why does our government
take such pains to send advisors to other
countries who want free elections? This
right is critical in preserving our rights
as individuals.

This bond issue should be put up for a
new vote. That would be the simple
solution. Hold the election on the first
Tuesday after the first Monday in
November. Make sure the out-of-
towners have their absentee ballots, and
use established voting machines. If it
passes, fine! If it does not, ok. The true
democratic process will have been
preserved. There are always going to be
winners and losers. But as long as our
rights remain in tact, we all win.

The rhetoric that is béing taught to our
students in order to serve special
interests is deplorable. Socrates was
accused of teaching rhetoric to the youth
and he had to take responsibility for his
own actions. I am not calling for a
hemlock solution to this issue, only a
new vote.

We need more Jerry Vorva’s in this
country. He has put the preservation of
our rights as individuals ahead of his
own right to live outside the eye of
public scrutiny.

Keep it up Jerry!

MARTY GARGARO

A former Plymouth resident who still

considers it home
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