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Canton grad takes aim at The Show

Son of former Yankee leaves OSU after two record-setting seasons

‘ BY SCOTT GOODWIN

Mike Stafford is two faced, but not in a bad way.’

On the one hand he is a practical joker, shaving cream on
the hat, hole in the cup, those kinds of things, leaving his
Ohio State University Baseball team on their heals and free
of tension.

“He keeps things loose, that’s for sure,” said Pat
Bangston, Ohio State’s pitching coach.

But when it’s his turn to play, Stafford is all game. His

- blood becomes iron, his nerves become steel, and the batter .

becomes his prey. When he comes into the game, it’s usual-
ly in the worst of situations. Two on, two out, bottom of the
ninth, game tied. As the closer, one mistake, one hanging
curveball, one ball too high in the strikezone, can be the dif-
ference between a win and a loss.

Luckily for OSU, those mistakes have come few and far

e betweenthe lasttwovears. .

d without him,”

. in earned run

1, including an

7as third on the

nd all-time in

agest scoreless
e o - L -e o uunngs, and led the
Big Ten thls season with most games closed.

As his OSU career winds down, Stafford will find out at
this week’s draft if what he’s accomplished is enough to
impress: the major leagues. Several teams, including the
Yankees, Mets, Phillies, and Blue Jays, have expressed inter-
est. But, according to Stafford, “the draft works in weird
ways.

“You never know,” he said. “Four teams are interested,
and somebody else completely will draft you. It all depends
on what a team needs.”

Right now, it appears as though the Blue Jays could use
him the most. As a left-handed pitcher, he is a valuable com-
modity. But in terms of what scouts usually look for,
Stafford isn’t typical draft material. He doesn’t have a 95
MPH fastball and he doesn’t overpower batters. What he
does do, however, is get batters out.

“That’s what makes up for my velocity,” Stafford said,
adding that his fastball
ranges between 79-85 MPH.
“It’s all about control and
keeping hitters off balance.
Those are my two bxggest
strengths.”

Favorable comparisons
-could be made to the Atlanta
Braves’ Greg Maddux, of
multiple Cy Young fame,
~ whose game is based on pre-
cision and placement. Like
Maddux, Stafford thinks his
way to an out, anticipating
what the hitter anticipates,
and throwing the unexpect-

“He has great instincts for
the game,” said Bangston. “That’s the best thmg going for
him. He just doesn’t get hit-hard.”

Bangston credits some of that to Stafford s genes and
upbringing. “That’s what comes from growmg up in a base-
ball family,” he said.

Stafford’s father, Bill, pitched in five World Series with

“his own hard-work.

Stafford stands with father, Bill, his sister and mother
ed. ' at Bill Davis Memorial Stadium.

the New York Yankees
during  the Mickey R
Mantle-Dynasty years of -
the 1960s. But Bill is
quick to point out what his "~
son has accomplished is””

all about him,” he sai..
“My kid loves this game |
more than anybody else.”

Bill keeps tabs on his
son’s  performances
through videos and radio
tapes when he can’t attend
the games himself.

“He’ll call me up and
tell me, “You might want
to try this,” or ‘You did
this real well,”” Stafford
said. “Getting feedback
from him has been real
helpful. He got me to
think as a pitcher instead
of a hitter.” ‘

Although he pitched in
high school (a 6-1 record
and a minute 0.30 ERA),
Stafford was recruited out
of Canton High School by
OSU in 1993 as a hitter, a
first baseman to be exact.
But three years spent in
the shadows of two all-
Americans at that position
kept Stafford out of the
line-up, and he started to
look for other outlets to
play.

“We were short of left-
handed pitching two years ago,” Stafford said. “I thought it
would be a great opportunity to get some playing time.”

During Fall practices in 1996, OSU coaches got their first
look at Stafford’s arm. “It was
a surprise,” admits Bangston.
“He said he had pitched in high
school, but if you ask 70 per
cent of our players, they’ve
" pitched in high school t00.”

season, Stafford went 4-2

During his 1997 breakout’

Although as a pltcher Stafford doesn’t get to hit, he did have one chance at the plate as a
freshman. Against West Virgina, Stafford was brought in to pinch-hit. He smashed a
three-run shot over the scoreboard, making him only the second player in OSU history
to hit ‘a homerun in his first (and only) at-bat. “I’m also one of only a handfuil of players
to have a homerun, a win, and a save in my career,” Stafford said.

Stafford said he doesn’t worry about comparisons to his
father. “I just use it as motivation,” he said. “What he has
accomplished is beyond what I think I can do. I just try to
be the best that I can.”

According to Bangston, when Stafford is done with
baseball, he has all the makings of coach. Besides his edu-
cation degree and his clubhouse antics, “he’s a good peo-
ple person,” Bangston said. “A lot of the younger players
looked to him. If the desire to be a coach is there, I think
Mike would do a real good job.”

with a 2.27 ERA mostly in
middle relief, helping lead
his team to a Big Ten
championship. He had
found his niche on the
mound, following in the
footsteps of his father with
an eye toward the major
leagues.

“I can’t believe I'm
waiting for the draft,” Stafford said.

If Stafford isn’t drafted, he’s play for the Chillicothe
Paints, an independent semi-pro team in Ohio this sum-
mer. He plans on finishing his degree in physical edu-
cation this fall, and hopes to one day pursue his mas-
ters.

Stafford Stats
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Searcy misses gold by 1.3 seconds, Salem places 8th

" BY BRYAN BOYD

Going into last Saturday’s Michigan Class A State Track
and Field championships at Bay City Western High School,
both Ian Searcy (Plymouth-Salem) and Nick Gow (Milford
Lakeland) had one thing in common- both hadn’t lost an 800
meter race this season.

The rivalry between these two foes dates back to last year’s
State championship in which Gow took top honors, Searcy tak-
ing third. “This was the one we waited for all year, to see these
two in action,” said Salem Coach Geoff Baker.

And the two senior middle distance runners were notto
leave anyone disappointed. Searcy led for approximately 700
meters until being overtaken by a strong finish from his worthy
adversary. Gow won (1 53.4) with Searcy narrowly traxlmg
(1:54.7).

The two also did battle in the 3200 meter relay, Gow again -
coming out on top. Lakeland took the event in 7:46.7, Salem’
finishing third (7:49.9).

“They both had great days,” said Baker.
won, they were both great races 1o watch.”

Behind Searcy’s efforts, Salem scored 22 points at
Saturday’s state championship, finishing eighth 17 points
behind state champion East Lansing. “We had a great day,”

-“No matter who

said Baker. “We’re real happy with how our kids performed.” .

Searcy was not the only bright spot on the Rock’s day to
shine. Nick Allen broke a Plymouth-Salem. school record in
the 3200 run, finishing eighth in 9:32.5. Allen also ran a per-
sonal best in the 1600 (4:25.4).

Senior Andy Briggs won the slow heat of the 800 meter run

- in 1:57.2, sneaking into eighth place.

Capping off the Rock’s fine performace was a third place
finish in the 1600 meter relay. The team of Briggs, Searcy,
Scott Kingslien, and Gabe Coble ran a season’s best 3:23.8.

The Rocks may have finished even higher if not for a missed
exchange in the 800 meter relay. “The team only had one -
senior,” said Baker speaking of Kinglien. “With Chris Mason,

- Mark Sheehan, and Mike Shull all coming back, we should
qualify again next year.”

The Chiefs sent two representatives to Saturday’s state
championships- senior captains Keving Keil and Shaun Moore.

A fmstmted Ben Tucker is settled by All-Conference catcher Dave‘ »
Kwiatkowski Saturday at CEP. Tucker couldn’t solve the 3-4-5 hit-
ter probiem of North Fax‘mmgton (Cner Photo by R. Alwood J r.)

- put.

Keil took sixth in.the discus in 154°4”. “He was a little dis-
appointed,” said Canton Coach Bob Richardson. “He had his
eyes set on a school record.” Keil failed to place in the shot

Moore also had his heart set on breaking a school record, his
particular interest the 800 meter record of 1:58.4. However, it
was not meant to be. Moore finished twelth in the event in
1:59.7.

“Both kids were real deserving of this experience,” said
Richardson. “They did their best and that’s all you can ask.
They represented their school well.”

Defending state champs
too much for Rocks, 4-0

BY ERICA D’ANGELO

For the second year in the row, defending state-champ Stevenson
has knocked Salem from playoff contention.

Stevenson, who had already twice defeated Salem earlier in the
season, did it again. This time 4-0

Jill Dombrowski was in the net when Stevenson’s first goal
came, only 1:45 into the game. Five minutes later, they did it again.
At 16:52 before the intermission, the Spartans were able to get the
ball in off of a rebound kick. The final goal came at 21:58 left in the
second half when Stevenson got the ball pass Salem goalkeeper
Jenny Fitchett.

Fitchett had some great saves in the second half, but ultimately,
Salem just wasn’t able to compete with Stevenson’s strong defense.

Salem closes their season at 17-2-2, both their loses to
Stevenson. The Sparatans, who are now 18-0, proved a tough oppo-
nent. They have allowed only five goals in their last seventeen
games.

Salem, Canton each fail
to reach regionals

 BASEBALL DISTRICTS

BY SCOTT GOODWIN
Oh, that dastardly North Farmington.
They came into CEP Saturday afternoon for the district tourna-
ment state-ranked and the-favorite, and left unscathed, leaving sea-
son-ending losses for both Salem and Canton in their wake.

* They first dropped Canton 5-1 in the semis, then moved on to ‘

take Salem in the finals, 4-2.

“They’re ranked but I don’t know if they deserve it,” said
Canton Coach Scott Dickey. “I know it sounds like I'm downplay-
ing it, but I really thought they were beatable.”

Ben Tucker pitched most of the game for the Chiefs. But after
an early overthrown ball on a pick-off move, Tucker could never
settle down, allowing nine hits on the afternoon.

The 3-4-5 hittters of North Farmington provided the bulk of the
damage Saturday, collecting 8 of the total 11 hits, including a two-
run home run in the fourth.

Two of the hitters, Jeff Trzos and Kirk Taylor are Michigan-

bound.

All-conference catcher David Kwiatkowski and Pat VanHull
played their final game for the Chiefs, but Canton looks to return a
strong team next year. The JV team went 21-5 this year, loaded
with young prospects. :

“We're real ex01ted about next year, Dickey said.

Sports
shorts

e e e
Canton Parks and

Recreation services is sponsor-
ing Junior Tennis Camps
throughout the summer. Each
student will be evaluated and
placed in their ability level,
either as a'Little Swinger or a
Junior.

All kids ages 4-15 are wel-
come. Each session lasts four
days. The first session begins
June 22, and the final session
begins August 3.

The Little Swinger Camp
last each of the four days from
9-10:30 a.m. The Junior
Camp lasts from 9 a.m.-noon.

Registration for residents
begins tomorrow from 6-8
p.m. at the Summit. Non-resi-
dents can begin registration-
Monday during regular busi-
ness hours.

For more infomation call
(734) 397-5110.

The Representative Council
of the Michigan High School
Athletic Association has
announced they are in favor of
expanding the high school
football playoffs to include
128 teams.

The change will not take
place next Fall, but will be
considered again at their next
meeting on December 2nd.

A survey of school princi-
pals and superintendents

_showed that 72 per cent
desired the expansion.

In additional action, the
Council delayed the 1999
Spring sports practice sched-
ule by one week.

On
deck
e ——

CANTON SO TBALL

State Regional Tournamesnt
Saturday at Brighton High
School. - First game versus
Walled Lake Western at 10 am.
With victory, Canton would meet
the West Bloomfield-Brighton
winner later that afternoon.

Regional winner moves to state
quaterfinals at Carleton versus
Southgate Regional winner.
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DARWIN WATTS

SUSAN DAVIS

JUDY MARDIGIAN

Voters in the Plymouth -Canton School
District have it pretty good this year.

‘When they go to the polls Monday, they’ve
got five candidates to pick from for two four-
year and one two-year seat on the School
Board. Each candidate stands to bring
something different to the board, something the

board needs in greater quanuty or lacks

altogether.

Darwin Watts was one of three new faces in
this year’s campaign, His openness to new
perspectives on school issues lets fresh air into
the district.

The current board has helped reach a better
climate for administration and district

employes. Watts says this issue should remain

on the front burner. Interesting. There certainly
are hotter issues a candidate could use to win
support. But few other issues deal more directly
with the process of education. Dissatisfied
teachers and stoic administrators make for a
lousy learning environment (just ask the
students who staged a walk-out during the
contentious negotiations of 1996).

Watts has business sense, but his vision isn’t
blurred by dollars and cents. He will make a
fine Board trustee.

Sue Davis is a member of the current Board.
But after more than a decade of volunteer
school participation, she is something more: a
library of experience, an asset to the Board. She
is hampered only by not voicing herself with
more force, more often. Davis should and can
do more with another term.

In that time the Board will try to answer
such questions as where to build the third high
school, how to allow Whaler players as
exchange students at CEP, and where to find

~ appropriate legal advice for the district.

They’re questions The Crler is curious
about, too.

Judy Mardigian is also an mcumbent
Appointed by the Board in March to fill the seat
Jack Farrow left, she steppéd into a role she
seemed meant to have (The Crier has always
said so)..

Why? Mardigian has demonstrated a skill
for finding ways to make schools better.
Uncluttered by the emotions that can surround
school issues, Mardigian’s efforts have helped
reduce average class sizes in the district. No
threats, no doom-and-gloom. She worked and
won, and that fits with the spirit of the current
board. She is not less of a stand-out in the
campaign because unopposed in the two-year
race.

Sheila Friedrich is another of this year’s new
faces. Spelled out in clear, simple type on her
literature were the words “common sense.”
Well put. Friedrich’s declared goal as a
candidate is just what common sense would
dictate: “the best school system.” Who could

ary /'LZC‘)

Community opinions
Monday, vote: Watts, Davis,
Mardigian for School Board

ELECTION COVERAGE

COUNTS IN
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But the road to the best schools is one not

easily laid. The tools Friedrich offers for the
effort are “open dialogue,” the timely address
of citizens’ concemns and “cooperative effort
between the schools and business community.”

-Though befitting of her common sense
platform, these tools lack the sharp, incisive
edges it takes to make the best schools. Further
district work could adapt the community-
mindedness she’s shown in the Tonquish Creek
Economic Club to benefit the schools.

Richard Ham-Kucharski made his district

debut in this campaign. Lucky for Plymouth-

Canton. Ham-Kucharski represents hope for
the schools in the form of a well educated well
reasoned and well meaning dad.

Parents should be able to expect more from
their students, and students should be given the
tools to meet those expectations. Ham-

Kucharski calls this “raising the bar.” Part of
the way to do it, he says, is by gem'ng the most
out of educational technology as is possible.
That takes forward thinking.

But it also takes a well-rooted sense of what
actually works for schools, teachers and
students. Ham-Kucharski doesn’t convey that
sense yet.

He and his wife are expecting their first
child this year. With that child will come
homework, school assemblies and all of the
experiences that are part of raising a student in
the public schools. Hopefully, committee work
in the district wil fit in there, too.

Crier readers should elect Davis and Watts
to four-year seats, and Judy Mardigian to a two-
year seat on the Plymouth- Canton School
Board.

THE COMMUNITY CRIER

Why you should vote

Why should you vote in this Monday’s School Board election? The
Community Crier believes that each voter counts immensely. This is
especially so when only 14 per cent of registered voters turn out, as in last

year’s election.

Elections bring our community together to decide on issues relevant to all
of us. Without the constituency’s input, elections fall short of their intent.
We all need to share our opinions through elections to make the right
decisions, and to keep the voice of the people alive.

THE COMMUNITY CRIER |

At the Community Crier, out staff watches
the day-in, day-out activities of government.
We’re witness to the cornmunity’s political
personalities in action.

And through our campaign season
reporting, The Crier staff has an opportunity
to meet and interview the newcomers, the
challengers, the “wannabes,” and to re-
evaluate the incumbents.

This endorsement is the collective opinion
of The Crier’s reporters and staff who vote

~ on the races following long debate. All votes

carry equal weight. All candidates have an

How, why we endorse

equal shot at endorsement; each is consxdered
and measured against the others.

" The Crier offers its endorsement of those
races that have real impact on The Plymouth-
Canton-Northville Community. Voters
should use our endorsement as one more
criterion for making choices at the polls, not
as the sole basis for electing a candidate.

The Crier’s endorsement can help
differentiate between the candidates. But the
choice that matters most is the voter’s, the

_one to get out and vote, See you at the polls.

THE COMMUNITY CRIER
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The 3rd high school:
Truly wonderful—for some

EDITOR:

In reply to the CEP students’ comments
regarding their school (The Community
Crier 5/20/98), I realize you, as well as
many others, have had very successful
experiences at the educational park. I too
have seen excellent teachers, counselors,
and programs, as well as bright and
creative students taking advantage of all
their school has to offer, and I salute them.
However, in a balanced portrayal of life at
the complex, I must say that I have had
experience at the park and have witnessed
activities that we as citizens of this school
district should not be so proud of.

I have seen lonely, lost teenagers who
were an easy mark for a culture which
feeds on such a huge facility. I have seen
teachers afraid of responding to students’
vulgar demands to be left alone in the

hallways (a place they’re not supposed to
be). I have seen counselors actually afraid
to use stairwells within the school, and
instead use only locked elevators. And I
have listened while leaders of the excellent
Journey program spoke of the large
amount of at-risk students.

High school should be for all students
the experience it has been for those whose
letters appeared in The Crier. Of course,
this is an unattainable goal, but is should
be a goal. :

I know that the plan for the third high
school is not a good one—it is unfair and
inadequate to expect some students to
attend a school so inferior to the others.
But I truly feel the alternative is
unacceptable. Enlarging the campus even
more can only increase the problems
which now exist. Before deciding on the

Community opinions

best plan and I sincerely hope and pray
for a better one to be developed, current
problems need to be dealt with. ,

" Unfortunately, whether or not you see
the drug use, fear and at-risk youth, they
are still there. And sadly enough, eighth-
graders (and even younger students) not
only know what dope looks like but are
often vulnerable targets for troubled youth
seeking to further their own desperate
measures. Sure, the problems are still there
in the smaller schools, but they’re
manageable.

Teachers and students need a safe place
to work and play, and parents need to
know that their sons and daughters will not
be lost in the midst of classes and
programs that are truly’ wonderful=—for
some.

CATHY SHUMAKER

Many Memorial Day thanks

EDITOR:
This letter is to publicly thank those

pamcxpams ‘and workers who made such a

success of the Plymouth Memorial Day
Parade.

It is difficult to decide whom to thank
first.

Certainly, the management and crew of
the Municipal Services Department cannot
be forgotten. As always, they diligently and
efficiently set up the stage, the

Jeers for beers:
Fall Fest, not
Octoberfest

email@ CRIER.com

EDITOR:

The community does not need a beer tent
at the Fall Festival.

It is a family event and the beer tent will
separate families that should be spending
time together, not at home with a sitter or
left to roam the festival while mom and dad
go for a drink.

Thanks for the opportunity to vent.

KEN BOL

microphones, the parade route; etc. In

addition, they wcre,'prepared for the new"

e: ;,whlch followed the
parade Thank you. '

Secondly, Plymouth City Commxssxoner
David McDonald deserves thanks and
praise for his very moving speech on behalf

of the military personnel whom we honor

on this day. Thank you, Col. McDonald.

Of course, appreciation and thanks are
due also to U.S. Rep. Lynn Rivers who also
gave a moving speech of thanks on behalf
of the civilian population for the sacrifices
made by our fellow citizens who served in
the military to protect our liberties.

Thanks to Kathleen McCarthy,
Plymouth Township supervisor for her
presence.

Many others deserve our thanks for their

_participation, including all of the Girl
couts, Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts who-

marched in the parade. Thank you to each
of you for being involved in our
community.

Kudos also are deserved by the
Plymouth Township Police Department

Jeff Felts. They did a su
“marching and'of presenting
“the National -Anthem and the'Pledge of

parade. Thanks to Joe Berman, Cdr.,

Color Guard, under the leadershlp of Sgt
b

Allegiance. Thank you.

Thanks, also, to Dave McGrath and .all
of the students who march and make
beautiful music in the Champion CEP
Marching Band. This community jewel is a
great source of pride for our area, and
deserves our praise and thanks.

Finally, thanks to all of the veteran and
auxiliary groups, and their members who
made up the military contingents of the
Post
112 American Legion; Lynda McCoy,
president of Post 112 Auxiliary; Calvin
Mason, VFW Post 6695, Plymouth and
Barbara Turnblom, president of VFW 6695
Auxiliary; Joe Dorey, Color Guard
Commander of Chapter 528 Plymouth-
Canton Vietnam Veterans Association; and
Jack Wilcox, USN (Ret.) for his
participation as Grand Marshall.

DENNIS F. SHREWSBURY

"Memorial Day Parade Chair

Not on Memorial Day, please

EDITOR:

What a sad, sad act by the Plymouth Rotary Club and City officials to dedicate the Perry
fountain in Kellogg Park on the same day set aside to honor the memory of our deceased

- .servicemen and servicewomen.

Memorial Day observances should be held for only that reason. The fountain could have

been dedicated at some other time. This is most troublesome. What an inconsiderable thing -

to do.
M.E.P. HOLLIS
Former Sgt., USMC
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