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Symphony Board plays God;
E D IT O R  
W hen  the P D  

B o a rd  m em bers d :i
m outh Sym p h on y  
cided to f ire  Jo h a n

van der M erw e a fte r the season was 
com pleted and  s a i l ,  “ W e ’ re doing th is 
fo r  the good o f  t lie  o rc h e s tra ,”  it put 
m e in m ind  o f  A J o l f  H it le r  when he 
sa id , “ W e ’re  doii ig th is fo r  the good 
o f  G e rm a n y .”  |

D o  they really kn o w  w hat th ey ’ re'* 
d o ing ? . "

D o  those p e o p e  kn o w  w hat in  the 
w o rld  th ey ’ ve d o r e ? !

I ’ l l te ll y o u . T h  :y ’ ve :
1) F ire d  an  ;xce llen t co nd ucto r

w ith o u t due proct ss ; ' I
2 ) T ra m p le d  on the rig h ts and

fee lings o f  the ore hestra m em bers;
3 ) C o m p le te ly  disregarded a voiced 

vo te  by a  m a jo r ity  o f  the m em bersh ip  
o f  the o rch e stra ;

4 )  Su rro u n d ed  them selves w ith , 
listened to and  a low ed them selves to 
be in flu en ced  b y : e lf-seeking  persons.

T h e  S ym p h o n j B o a rd  has to learn  
one great lesson : T h e  P lym o u th

in existence to  serve 
self-seeking a im : 'o f  

:  c o n tra ry , the b eard  
heeds, d irectio n  and  

aud ien ce—  present and fu tu re  — . o f  
the P lym o u th  sy r ip h o n y .

je  ach ieved in  the
a f fa ir s .  T h e  board  

the o rchestra  m em -
* >f a  rep resen tative , in  
m ove they in tend  to 
d a ffe c t  the fu tu re  o f  

T h is  d ism issa l o f  the

S ym p h o n y  is  not 
the se lf-d irected  
the b o a rd , O n  th  
ex ists  to  serve th<

T h is  cannot 
present sta te  o f 
must co nsu lt . 
b e rsh ip , by w ay  
regard  to eve ry  
m ake w h ich  w ou 
the o rch estra .
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fo rm er representative fronji a ttendance 
at board m eetings because “ there are 
board  actions about w h ich  tlie  o r­
chestra  m em bersh ip  need not be 
a w a re ”  speaks most strong ly  o f  the ir 
de term ination  not to com m un icate  
the ir th in k in g  to the m em bersh ip  )at 

_ la rge . ' ■ j' I1 •
W hat d a  they th in k  hey a re  —  

som e autonom ous an o n ym ity?  Som e 
s ta r ch am b er?  j j .j •

T h e y  c a n ’ t  m a n ip u la te  w itho u t 
co n su lta tio n . Does the board  j w ant 
change in the P S O ?  A l l  r ig h t; co n su lt , 
step by step , w ith  the m em bersh ip . 
T e l l  them -the  b o a rd ’ s 'in te n tio n s  and  
waitj] fo r  feed b ack . D o n  t • put! tho se  
thoughts in  the hands o f  soj-called 
“ p laye rs ’ co m m itte e "  tha is  supposed 
to  com m un icate  w ith  the m em bersh ip  
and  doesn ’ t . .

T h e  board  d oesn ’ t 
decis ions and  pass them  b n ; decis ions 
o ver w h ich  they have  no ight to haye 
a n y  co n tro l —  so lo is ts , co n d u cto rs , 
lite ra tu re , yes-or-nO ch i d ren s ’ c o n - 1 
ce rts . " ' J  ■ |

T h e y  h ire  a n ' O rch e stra  G en e ra l 
M an ag er,, at a 's a la ry  m any people 
w ou ld  love  to  e a tti, to  v rite  w h a t 1 
th in k  are b o rin g , pedesti ian  p ro g ram , 
notes and  m a k e 'a r t is t ic  iee isions fo r  
w h ich  I ’ l l  bet you  an yth in g  he has 
b a re ly  a n y  q u a lif ic a t io n s . . '

I ’ l l  go you  one.b< t fa rth e r —  I’ll bet 
you  an yth in g  ,that t tey h ave , and  have 
had fo r  som e tim e , som eone like  
C h a rle s  G reen w e ll or R u sse ll Reed in 
the w in g s , w a itin g  t o take  o ve r.

van der Merwe'

he new co nd ucto r h i ay be, 
no right to b ring  h im /h e r in

ask they m ake

B e fo re ) G u n th e r H e rb ig ’ s a p - • 
p o in tm en t, the o rchestra  m em tersh ip  
w as g iven lan  o p p o rtu n ity  .to  vo t? the ir 
a p p ro va l.) Is the P S O  board  a n y  better 
than the D p O  b oard? I d o n ’ t care how 
fan tastic  I 
they have
w ithout a k ry o u t  and  ap p ro va l b y  the 
o rch estra ] A s  a w k w a rd  an  alius ion  as 
it m ay  seem , w o u ld  you buy a  hew car 
w ithou t test-driving  it ?

W h at m akes m e re a lly  ang ry  is- the 
thought th a t, jong  be fore the A p r il 18 
m eeting o f  the p rog ram  com m ittee , 
the boarq  p ro b a b ly  a lrea d y  knew  that 
van  der ^ lerw e w as not going to  be 
asked  back . S t i l l ,  they let h im  attend 
that m eeting an d  p lan  vyhat he t l ought 
w as going to  be his season . W h at a 
con tem ptib le  fa rce !

I f ' t h e y  had a n y 'c o lle c t iv e  b ra in s , 
th ey ’d have  kept van  der M erw e fo r  at 
least bne m o re  yea r and  not th ro w n  
the wet b |anket o f  up heava l o ver the 

an n ive rsary ,. T h e ir

‘R e m a i n s  O u t ” o m

actio ns p ro b ab ly  w o n ’ t destroy the 
P S O , but I kno w  fro th  35 yea rs ’ 
experience as an o rchestra  m usic ian  
that the group w ill be severely 
dem oralized'.

I d o n ’ t ca fe  how  m uch m oney the 
board brought in th is  ye a r; th a t ’s th e ir 
jo b . S t ick  to it . T h e y  shou ld  not ap p ly  
them selves to areas an w h ich  they have 
no expertise .

T h e  next tim e the board decides to 
f ire  a co n d u cto r, I hope they w ill have 
the courage to  do U. to h is/h e r face  — 
p e rso n , to person —  not through the 
an o n ym ity  o f  a ' letter —  and give 
H im /her a  chance to say fa rew e ll to 
t.he o rch estra  that he/she had sweated] 
b lood to m o ld  and  tra in  and lead to 

. the greatest heights o f  achievem ent in 
its  40 -ycar h is to ry .

T h e  P S O  board is- a group of 
m o rta ls ; they sh o u ld n ’ t p lay  G o d . 

R O B E R T  W . J O N E S ,
P L Y M O U T H

D o ^ y i i  T h e  R o a d

B y  B ria n  L y s a g lit

for the wonderful article about the Schoolcraft 
en’s Resource Center which appeared in the Women 
section of the May 8 issue of The Community Crier.

We have received many favorable comments about the article,
and we agrjee that Miriam Zahler did )a magnificent ĵbb of
describing o ir center and 
gave the add :d touch.

The entire Women Reaching
Thank you f )r allowing us jo be a part of it 

VIRGINIA WILHELM,
WOMEN’S RESOURCE

the services we provide. Your photos 

Out section was outstanding.
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n a t i o n  c a u t i o n :

$umiber Approaches quickly and with if the grand tradition of 
high school graduation. Fcir the seniors at Salem and Canton, it’s a 
time to don cap and gown,‘reflect on 13 years of school, and dream 
of what is to come. j ' ■ -

It is also a time to celebrate. Celebrating is painting outrageous 
slogans on l usted out four jvheel bombs, driving around town horns 
blaring and rubbing elbows with classmates.at parties. „ ■

But a no e o f  caution must be thrown in amidst (the fun; Don’t 
drink and d 'ive. If you drink, let someone sober driv 

With graduation approaching, the rules seemirgly have been 
suspended. But the rules of common sense apply,as a tways.

Celebrah this great accomplishment safely; Qon’t endanger 
friends or oved ones by getting behind .the wheel 
yoU’r^ttdei 0feep<ent«igh4Q drive*'; m 'U p m m y s / V i

You-re smart enough to know that, i -
THE CO MMUN1TY CRIER________ WOA?JA A

of a car when

i  AlHT/iY’D'

ever-end ing speed lim it battle  
between bo lice  and  m o to ris ts , po lice  
have ’the upper h an d . E ve ry b o d y  
kn o w s that -  o r  do  th ey? ■

E ve n  ra d a r detectors d o n ’t even the 
od d s. ,

I spent a  coup le ho u rs  on M em o ria l 
D a y 'M o n d a y  rid in g  w ith  S tate  P o lice  
T ro o p e r B o b  G a rc ia  o f  the N o rth v illc  
P o st w ho  w as assigned a  section o f  I- 
275 ru n n in g  th ro u g h  P ly m o u th  
T o w n sh ip , C a n to n  an d  p o in ts so u th .

M em o ria l D a y  is  tra d it io n a lly  one o f  
the heaviest h ig hw ay t r a f f ic ,  d ays  in . 
M ich ig a n , w ith  thousands o f  people in  
the sta te  re tu rn in g  hom e fro m  h o lid a y  
trave ls .

G a rc |n , the p p st’s  co m m un ity  serv ice  
tro o p e r n o rm a l ly ;  d o e sn ’ t d ra w  
h ig hw ay  d u ty . T h e  N o rth v illc  post 
doesn 't 'u su a lly  have eight ca rs  on the 
road  - l ik e  they d id  M o n d a y ; they 
usua lly | have  fo u r . G a rc ia  was 
p a tro llin g  as part o f  O p eratio n  C A R E ,  
o r) C o m b in ed  A ccid en t Reduction  
E f f o r t , ]  a fed e ra lly  funded program  
charged w ith  arrestin g  d ru n k  d rive rs  
an ti ticke ting  speeders, j 

G a rc  a sa id  h is a fte rnoo n  sh ift task 
w as to rem ain  v is ib le  and slow  t ra f f ic  
on the b ustling  h ig hw ay .

A fb o r
watcht

But being in v is ib le  helps som e. 
G a r c ia  parked  h is c a r  high along the 
entrance ram p  to  1-275 front .  A nn  

R o a d . T h e re , he w aited and 
d the h ig hw ay  fo r speeding cars 

o f  tru ck s . S tate  P o lice  tro o p e r ,, he 
exp la in ed , a rc  tra ined  to estim ate 
vch ic lc j speeds both in s ta tio n a ry  and 
m oving  p o s itio n s . T h e y  have to 
estim ate w ith in  fo u r m iles per h o u r the 

ecds o f  ca rs  in  25 stra ig ht tests.
Jn  lejis jUian a m inu te , he p icks  up a 

raycr itfid  pcgls o f f  a f jc r  |t . H e  Slips rn 
bcH ina the ca r1, fa k e fta ra d ia f  rcad in 'g 'o f

6 8  m iles per h o u r than th ro w s on the 
red lig h ts . . J

T h e  suprised m o to ris t , fuAr buster 
on the d ash , adm itted  he sped up a  bjt 
to pass som e ca rs  but had s ince  slowed 
d o w n . N o  m a tte r, he got a t ick e t .

W h ile  G a rc ia ’ s ca r w as rad ar 
eq u ipped , he d id n ’ t use ra d a r to c lo ck  
a ll the ca rs  he stopped . H e  can  do a 
v isu a l estim ate o f  the c a r ’ s speed then 
c lo ck  it on h is speedom eter.

O ne m o to ris t , w ho  w as d o cke d  
w ithout ra d a r , q u ick ly  polled h is fu zz  
buster o f f  the dashboard  when he saw  
the red lights fla sh in g  in h is rear-v iew  
mirror.

G a rc ia  says there is n ’ t a shortage o f  
speeders, w hether the ro ad w ay  is 1-275 
o r  M a in  Street in  P lym o u th .

“ T h e re ’ s no need to g ive out an y  bad 
t icke ts , because i f  ju st w a it , another 
guy w ill com e by and you can get 
h im .’ ’ G a rc ia  sa id . 1

A n d  ano ther • G a rc ia  p o licy : It •
doesn ’ t m atter w hat t ic  wheels look 
lik e , a sp eed eris  a speeder.

“ H ey  i f  they deserve jit, they get i t . ”
H e  then pulled  h is c a r  beneath a 

v iad uct along  the h ig hw ay and  pointed 
the rad ar gun at approach ing  and 
unsuspecting veh ic les. It d id n ’ t .ta ke  
long to spol a station  wagon pushing* 
7 0 m p h . '

“ Yo u  can catch speeders a ll day 
that p la c e ,"  he sa id .

G a rc ia  issued tickets to s ix  cars 
less than iw o  hours w ithout seem ing to 
try  too h a rd . ■

A lo n g  w ith  a  ticke t, G a rc ia  handed 
out a p a ir o f  pam phlets describ ing  ti c 
s ta te ’s seat belt law  w h ich  w ill go in to  
e ffect Ju ly . I . j-

P o in tin g  to the s lack  o f  pam phlets 
in  the c a r , G a rc ia  sa y s : “ N otice I ’m 
qn o p tim ist , I ’ ve got about 50 of: 
e a c h / -  ---------- 1;

!
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