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F r ie n d s  & n e ig h b o r s
Who needs Hollywood?

BY  SCOTT SPIELM AN
M aking an independent film  is  a len g th y  p rocess , but the  

rewards are worth it, says 30-year old Ken Guertin o f  Northville.
And he ought to know.
H is first fu ll length feature film , “The Incorporated,” w ill 

debut at the M illenium  Theatre in Southfield in tw o w eeks.
The film , shot entirely in M ichigan, w ith a M ichigan cast, was 

sold in 33 countries but has yet to achieve dom estic distribution. 
It is  th e  cu lm in a tio n  o f  m ore than 18 m on th s w ork , sa id  
writer/director Guertin.

“W e spent the first year just raising m oney,” Guertin said. 
“W e w ou ld  c a ll p eo p le , state  our ca se , and th ey ’d say  they  
w eren’t interested.”

Potential investors w ere scared o ff  by the rocky reputation o f  
M ichigan film s, Guertin said.

“A  lot o f  people say they are going to make m ovies but never 
do. Once w e started, and had som ething on tape to show  them, 
the process was easier.”

Then Guertin had to fill in cast and crew. The last roadblock  
was finding the director o f  photography.

W ith m ost o f  M ich igan’s v ideo production focused  in the 
com m ercial and industrial areas, Guertin had a hard tim e finding  
som eone who could com m it to a large block o f  time.

Guertin then heard about Robin Browne o f  B loom field  H ills, 
w ho had earned acclaim  as directory o f  photography in m ore 
than 70  productions, including James Bond m ovies, Gorillas in 
the M ist, Ghandi and A  Passage to India.

T hey’d found their Director o f  Photography.
“W e got lucky. W e went from thinking w e weren’t going to 

be able to find one to sitting in a huge house, drinking english  
coffee  and talking about Sigourney W eaver and 007 within the 
span o f  three hours.”

Once the cast and crew  w ere in place Guertin set aside 90  
days to film  the m ovie, a  tense, action drama about corporate

D irector K en  G u artin  an d  p rod u cer  D ave B aker-pose in  front 
o f  E m m y A w ard  th e ir  com pany, M ake B elieve  P roductions, 
w on fo r  a  com m ercia l. (C rier  p h oto , S cott S p ielm an)
espionage and intrigue. The temptation in m aking a first m ovie is 
som ething that can be shot cheaply, such as is som etim es done in 
art film s.

“It w asn’t an easy sell. A  lot o f  M ichigan film s d on’t do w ell 
because the p eo p le  m aking them  are m aking them  for them ­
selves. They throw in vio lence and sex scenes. W e think w e can 
make m ovies peop le w ill enjoy without those things.

“W e want to make m ovies everyone w ill enjoy," Guertin said, 
“not just writers or ourselves. This w ill p lease a m uch bigger  
audience than that.”

“T he Incorporated” prem ieres at the M illen n iu m  Theater  
Center in Southfield A ug. 14 The first public show ing is at 9:30  
p.m.

Spanish teen gets taste of the States

N eighbors 
in  th e  new s
C arlos B erm u d ez , o f  Canton and 

Joh n  C ullen  o f  Plymouth were invited  
to jo in  W ayne State U n iversity’s Phi 
Beta Kappa chapter.

Phi Beta Kappa is open to students 
in the top 10 percent o f  their class and 
have academ ic records that reflect the 
borad liberal arts apd science spirit,

•

S te v e n  D e c k e r  o f  P lym outh  w as  
named to the D ean’s List at Iowa State 
University.

Decker is majoring in M eteorology.
•

The follow ing students were named 
to the D ean’s list for the winter term 
1997 at the U n iversity  o f  M ich igan  
C ollege o f  Engineering. From Canton: 
M a tth e w  A b b o t , U z m a a  B a lb a le ,  
M ichael C h ap p ell, J en n ifer  G aw lik , 
D an iel G ru b e , A n d rew  H o isin g ton , 
H a r r y  L e e ,  M a r c u s  S a r k e s ia n ,  
B r a d le y  S p r e c h e r ,  R e b e c c a  
S tein h eb el, E la in e  W isn iew sk i, and 
N ick  Y an g; from Northville: J osep h  
A lle n ,  K e v in  B e c k e r ,  A a r o n  
F r a n k e l ,  A m ity  H e c k e m e y e r ,  
M ic h e l le  L o r e n z ,  S te v e n  M o o r e ,  
S r in id h i  N a g a r a j a ,  M a x w e l l  
S p r a u e r ,  and B e n ja m in  
Z u m b ru n n en ; and from Plym outh: 
T h eod ore B etley , B enjam in  G rover, 
A a r o n  L e a n h a r d t ,  J e n n i f e r  M a ,  
D aw n M arrocco, J en n ifer  M unfakh , 
A liso n  N em ier , C h r is to p h e r  P ra tt, 
M ark  R eed , N ee lesh  V a rd e , A n gela  
Z aetta .

•
The fo llow in g  students have been  

named to the D ean’s L ist for the win­
ter sem ester 1997 at the U niversity o f  
D a y to n . F rom  C an ton : G r a ig
B e l lo m o ;  F rom  N o r th v il le :  J i l l  
H e a th c o c k , E liz a b e th  R iv a r d ; and 
from  Plym outh: K a th le e n  D a n k e r t  
E liz a b e t h  L e m k u h l ,  and  A m y  
Stidw ell.

*

J e n n if e r  K u c h e r a  from  C anton  
and  A m a n d a  H u m p h r e y  fro m  
P ly m o u th  h a v e  b een  nam ed  to  the  
D ean’s list at Adrian C ollege.

K u chera  is  a ju n io r  m ajor in g  in  
p sych o logy . H um prey is  a freshm an  
majoring in art. Her work can be seen 
in The Crier, including the cover for 
the upcom ing Fall Fest edition.

•

M a rin e  L a n ce  C p l. J a m e s  P .  
A ltm an n , son o f  R u th  A . A ltm an n  o f
C an ton , recen tly  returned  to  C am p  
L e je u n e , N .C . a fte r  a s ix -m o n th  
deploym ent to the Mediterranean Sea.

Altm ann helped in  the evacuation  
o f  civilians from A lbania after the U .S. 
State Department decided that the civil 
unrest situation had worsened.

B Y  SCOTT SPIELM AN
W hen Maria V ivancos A lbentosa flies  

hom e next w eek , sh e ’ll be taking m ore  
than a recipe for chocolate chip cookies.

A lbentosa, 16, o f Murcia, Spain, spent 
a m onth in Canton as part o f  a cultural 
ex ch a n g e  program  learn ing  the d iffer ­
en ces  and sim ularities o f  A m erica  and  
Spain.

“I t’s b a s ica lly  the sa m e ,” sh e  sa id . 
“There are little differences. Little things 
like food . A nd m ost teenagers in Spain  
d on ’t w ork. Y ou  can find  teenagers in  
Spain that work, but it’s not the rule.”

Other differences include liv ing in an 
area as spread out as Metro Detroit com ­
pared  to  the sm a lle r  c o a s ta l to w n  o f  
Murcia.

“W e w a lk  ev ery w h ere  in M u rc ia ,” 
A lb e n to sa  sa id . “T h ere’s no w ay  you  
could w alk anywhere here. Everything is 
so far away.”

A lbentosa  has been staying w ith  the  
H olderack fam ily in Canton, part o f  the 
N a s e l O p en  D o o r  P rogram  fo r  h ig h  
sc h o o l s tu d en ts, a cco rd in g  to  M arn ie  
Holderack.

“It’s a one-m onth cultural exchange. 
She’s not here to go  to school, just parti- 
ciap te  in  a norm al fa m ily ,” H olderack  
said. “A lthough I’m not sure you could  
call us a normal fam ily,” she joked.

M arn ie  H olderack  an d  h er  S pan ish  
house guest M aria  V ivan cos A lbentosa. 
M aria  sp en t a  m on th  in  C anton  and  its 
environs as p art o f  a  cu ltura l exchange  
program  (C rier ph oto , Scott Spielm an).

H o ld erack  h as tak en  M aria  e v e r y ­
w here from  ca n o ein g  in A nn A rbor to 
m ovies to Canada, and sam pled all types 
o f ethnic foods, including chocolate chip 
cookies.

“It’s been  a lo t o f  fu n ,” H olderack  
said. “It’s a sham e m ore fam ilies d on’t 
take advantage o f  the program.”

Holderack said she learned o f  the pro­
gram late, and by the tim e the fam ily had 
f i l l e d  o u t th e  q u e s t io n a ir e  and  b een  
accepted, there w as barely tim e to express

m ail som e pictures and information about 
the fam ily to Maria in Spain.

T oo little time, as it turned out.
“It d id n ’t arrive there until a  w eek  

after she got here,” H olderack laughed. 
“T h e p o o r  th in g  d id n ’t k n o w  a th in g  
about us until she got o f f  the plane.”

T h is  is  n o t A lb e n to s a ’s f ir s t  tr ip  
abroad, she said. She also spent a  month  
with a fam ily in Ireland.

“It’s the best w ay to learn a language. 
W e have language school every day, but 
the teachers are British. There are 3 0  peo­
p le in the class and you can’t really prac-. 
tice your English,” she said. “A lso , there 
are things you can’t learn in school, like  
slang.”

M ichigan has held som e surprises for 
Albentosa. “M ost people in Europe think 
A m erica  is  fa st fo o d . P eo p le  o n ly  ea t  
hamburgers and hot dogs. I was surprised 
that the diet is so good.”

K n o w le d g e  o f  s im u la r itie s  w ill  be 
another thing A lbentosa brings hom e w ith  
her, she said.

“It’s go o d  to se e  p eo p le  around the 
w orld  are m ore the sam e than they are 
different,” she said. “People around the 
world are basically the same, custom s are 
different and thinking is different, but the 
people are basically die sam e.”


