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Plymouth is well on its way
toward completing many of the

recommendations made in the
AAA traffic research report, ac-
cording to an evaluation made by
the traffic safety committee at
its meeting last Saturday morn-
ing.

Most of the session was spent
in looking over the 57-page re-
port and checking off suggestions
which have been followed, re-
jected or yet to be followed.
Since the report was presented
to the city commission last year,
the following recommendations
have been carried out:

AN extra, patrolman has been
hired to allow another patrolman
to devote full-time to parking
meters: the task of counting
parking meter money has been
removed from the understa-ffed
police department and turned
over to the city treasurer; a
traffic safety committee has been

, formed.

A new traffic ordinance has

been prepared by the city at-
torney eliminating obsolete sec-

U-M Club to Hold
14th Annual All

College Banquet

Alumni from all colleges will
get together with members of
the University of Michigan club
,N February 3 when the club
holds its 14th annual all-college

banquet at the Presbyterian

- church. Each year the banquet

draws a large number of persons
from many different colleges and
universities, who now reside in
the Plymouth area.

4.>
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Dz. Eup..m.' Elliott

Featured spi-fer the event
will be Dr. Eugene B. Elliott,
president of Michigan State
Normal college. He has selected
"Tomorrow's Colleges" as his
topic. Dr. Elliott himself has a

(Continued on Page 8)
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tions and will be presented to
the city commission next week;
the commission, along with the
Chamber of. Commerce, is still
working to expand off-street
parking areas; a line-painting
program was completed last fall
which provided traffic lanes as
recommended; a control
device is being installed shortly
for the traffic light in front of
the city hall which will provide

a flasher signal except during
certain school hours.

new

Parking meters have been re-
moved near the Main street and
Penniman avenue intersection to
facilitate the flow of traffic; the
"right turn allowed on red light"
has been eliminated at the two
intersections where this was al-
lowed: there has been a "crack-

down" on vehicle double parking
standing: and parking
meters have been installed on
Fralick.

and

City Manager Al Glassford
states that the city has "progress-
ed in a good, sensible fashion
with limited funds on the recom-
mendations.” He complimented
the traffic safety committee for
their h*ful suggestions.

Some other recommendations
remain to be fulfilled. The com-
mittee has passed on the report's
recommendations to the commis-
sion for "walk-wait" signals at
downtown intersections for pe-
destrian safety. One major sug-
gestion made by the AAA ap-
pears to be doomed. It concerned
the changing of Farmer and
Blanche sStreets to one-way
thoroughfares. Citizens living in
the areas near these streets, how-
ever, strongly objected to the
proposal by claiming that the
thoroughfares would be danger-
otis as well as ruin the tranquil-
ity of tbe neighborhood.

The report also recommended
that merchants keep their stores
open on Thursday nights as well
as Friday nights in order toease
the Friday night traffic jam.

Businessmen have since voted

this proposal down. :

Firemen Answer

Two Minor Alarms

Two fire latarms have been
answered by' the Plymouth fire
department during the past week,
both of them minor. One of them
was last Saturday at 9:30 p.m. at
the home of Helena Robinson,
536 Deer street.

Chief Robert McAllister said
that boys had been playing with
matches and started some paper
on fire in an overstuffed chair.
Damage was confined to the
chair.

The other alarm sounded Wed-
nesday morning when a car
driven by Russell Pritchard, 989
Ross, skidded into another car.
The radiator of the Pritchard car
was cracked and alcohol running
over the hot motor block started
to burn. It was burned out by
the time firemen had arrived.
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consideration to the weighty
problem of where to secure more

funds ior school operation and
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school
board members went into special |
session Monday night to give
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Pragriyes

alary Hike ,

improvement following a request r 5/

from teaching, clerical -and main-

tenance personnel for pay in-

The Plymouth Teachers asso-
ciation, school custodians and of-
fice personnel had representa-
tives at the special meeting seek-
ing pay hikes to bring their
wages up to standards found in
many other Wayne

schools.

county

*There seems to be a feeling
among board members that a
salary adj ustment is needed to

retain the present staff," Super-
intendent Russell Isbister stated.

The board, however, took no ac- 4

tion at the special meeting but
will study further the problem

of how to finance an increase in 1

salaries.

Besides the need for salary ad-
justments. the Superintendent
pointed out that there are other
school improvements needed
within the near future. For in-
stance, both the junior high
building and St arkweather
school need relighting and acous-
tical treatment. He also pointed
to the condition of Bartlett
school. the need for improving
the playground areas at Smith,
Bird and Starkweather schools
and of the parking area behind
the high school. Citizens will also
be faced some day with the prob-
lem of providing additional
classrooms for the increasing
school population.

Harry Hunter
On Draft Board

Appointment of two additional
member, of Selective Service
Local Board No. 102 at Plymouth
has blen announced by Colonel
Abth(ir A. Holmes, state director.

New board members appointed
by the president are Mark A.
Cavanaugh, 34642 Elm street,
Wayne, and Harry L Hun*A
234 Maple avenue, Plymoull#Mr.
Cavanaugh is a graduate of'Mich-
igan State Normal college, a

currently serves as supervisor of

rnedical services for the Wayne -
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NO WONDER THEY'RE SMILING. Th ose tanks in th,e background will soon be

veteran of World War 11, and filled with oil pumped from jthe deposit found on the Roy L.eMaster farm located eight

—iles northwest of here. Frc>m left are, W. C. Taggart of Big Rapids. owner of the

County department of social wel- - dz illing firm. 1-Master and Leo Peterson, general superiniendent of the Taggari com-
fare. Mr. Hunter has been em- piiny. The picture was take]l shortly after the first oil w,as turned into one of the
ployed at the Detroit House of tanks. | i was a rainy and nnuddy day but there were stilll big smiles.

Correction for 35 years where
he is now chief of the fire and

Veter

tive i, local veterans' organiza-

graRsf Word Wart=it ac- namite to Topplie Huge Coal Dock

Featuring Junior

"oRpl- iintment of the two addi- C & O Yards 1ues,lay Morning Achievement Page

tional members will complete the ,...-

five-member Plymouth local ./An

board operation. Current mem-
ben include John L. Mokersky,

chairman. 4151 Jim Daly road,
Inkster: Leonard Broquet, secre:
tary, 17055 Beech road, Detroit,

and George A. Rose, 31508 Ches-

ter avenue, Garden City.

explosion next Tuesday
rhornijing will level another rail-

road landmark in Plymouth-the

Conci—ete coal dock which towers

some 90O feet above the C&O

yard:

Dy namite will be used to blast

InANnNnuallorchlight Clampaign Against Potio

1 A hundred and two Ply-
mout h mothers will be looking
for ] ighted porchlights tonight.
Thursday, January 28, starting
at 1' p.m., these mothers are

marc hing to collect money for
the 1March of Dimes wwhich is

used for the fight-*ainst para-
lyzing polio. -P#iting on the
pordilight «-rk[cates to the
Inoth ers that the occupants of the
dwelling wish to contribute to
the clrive.

SO'licitations will also be made
in t}ie tovwnship. with the Hi-Y
boys taking over the task. The
mem bers of the Hi-Y club of Ply-
moul_ h high school have also
done the work in planning the
Marc'h of Dimes ball which is
beinif held in the school gymnasi-
um.c,n Saturday, January 30. The
ball wvill climax the March of
Dim,m drive here.

with a tentative goal of $6,000
befoi.e them, March of Dimes
chait man, Walter Goodwin, stat-
ed tliat $329 has been turned in
thus far

frorn canisters and

perspnal contributions. Two

- hunt[red and two dollars of this

LEADERS OF TONIGH TS PORCHLIGHT CAMPAIGN are shown her, going over

their plans for the solicita ion of f undi for the March of Dim. The Mothon' March

11 the most important sing] a pha=-o

Money this year will go k ward the all-out effort to pro, e the effectiven-e of a polio
vaccine. Pictured above. 1 82 to right, are—-Mrs— 3R AW wolmiisamimeysn oNnd Gardner
American Legion auxiliar r; Mr= Harry B ariel. chairmali of the Mothers' March; Mrs.
Ralph Wagenschutz. child itudy group: and Mn. Charl- I©lson. of the Velerans of For-

lign Wars auxiliary.

44" 1+

amoiint has been brought in by
the canisters distributed by the
Hi-Y members. Goodwin added,
how,ever, that most of the con-

tribitions in past years came

HE€=lping Mrs. Harry Bartel.
chail-man of the Mothers' March

el

are Members of the VVeterans of
Foreign Wars
American Legion auxiliary, the
Chil,i-Study group, as well as 25
(Continued on Page 8)

auxiliary, the

away two bf the four legs which
support the heavy coal hopper

National Junior Achieve-
ment Week will begin this

Sunday and joining in the

which was constructed in 1915d>5>Eelebration will be members

It is the diesel locomotive which

made ' the coal dock obsolete

about a year and a half ago. The
C & O abandoned all steam loco-
motives at that time.

Betwen 300 and 400 tons of coal
were once held by the dock, ac-

cording toi 3. H. Fleury, yard-
master here. This will be a trial”

as far as the C&Ois concerned..

They have other coal docks at
Flint, Saginaw, Lansing and New
Buffalo which must also be dyna-
mited in the future.

There will be no need for citi-
zens to worry about the explo-
sion, Fleury said. A professional
dynamiting iirm is performing
the demolition task. Work was
actually started last week to
weaken some of the supports.

Time of the explosion has been
set between 10:15 and 11 a.m.
Tuesday. Exact time of the ex-
plosion will depend upon the
train schedules. The yardmaster
said that an attempt will be made
to topple the coal dock so thatit
does not fall on the "Saginaw
main line"” but just in case, there
will be a bulldozer, crane and
other machinery on the, scene to
quickly remove any debtis in the
way. The coal dock straddles a

spur. f
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of the Plymouth J. A. com-
panies.

For stories about the cele-
bration and of the back-
ground of Junior Achieve-
ment in Plymouth and the
nation. turmn Zo section 4,
page 7. It will answer your
questions about this unique
organization new io Plym-
outh.

What A VValue !

Only 70c For A 20-Word
Clauified INn The Mail-

Phone 00 -

$2.00 Per Year In Advance In Plymouth. $3.00 El-where

peculators Swarm Area

ollowing Salem Township Strike

5000 Barrel- per- Day Well

Predicted on LeMaster Farm

An oil boom which may reach major proportions hit the
Plymouth area over the weekend when it was learned that a
well drilled on the Roy LeMaster farm in Salem township
had struck a rich oil vein With a potential of 5’000 barrels

a day.

Dimes BaN EndE

Local Potio Drive

The month-long March of
Dimes drive will be conclud-

ed this weekend with the
March of Dimes Ball to be
held on Saturday. January 30.
at 9 p-m. in the Plymouth
high school gymnasium.

Bruce Campbell. music
committee chairman. has ar-

ranged to have Vernon Died-
rick's orchestra supply the
music for the dance. Refresh-
ments were planned by Bob
Willoughby.

Tickets to the March of
Dimes ball may be purchased
at the door. or at Barney'-

Grill, at the high school. from
Mrs. Bartel or from Hi-Y club
members.

Kenyon Olds Dies;
Operated Grocery

Kenyon "Doe"™ Olds, Plymouth
grocer for 27 years before his re-
tirement two years ago, passed
away at St. Joseph's hospital in
AnNn Arbor Monday evening fol-
lowing a lingering illness. He was
52 vean nld.

Mr. Olds came to Plymouth in
1924 when he opened the Olds
Grocery at East Ann Arbor trail
and Mill street. Prior to that time
he was a pharmacist in Red-ford.
The grocery has been opented
throughout the years at the same
location. Since his retirement, he

has been operating a summer re-
sort on Indian River near Burt

Lake, Michigan.

Born on December 25, 1901 at
Rives Junction, Michigan, he
was the son of Aden and Minnie
Olds. He is survived by his wife,
Dorothy: two sons, Kenyon G.

and Duane L. Olds; a sister, Mrs.
Katherine Wilson: a brother,
Paul Olds, all of Plymouth; four
grandchildren; and his mother
now living at Indian River.

Mr. Olds was widely known in
business circles and was a mem-
ber of the Knights of Pythias,
Plymouth lodge 238.

The Reverend Melbourne 1.
Johnson of the First Methodist
church will conduct funeral ser-
vices at the Schrader Funeral
home at 2 p.m. today. Burial will
te in Riverside cemeteity. Pall
bearers will be Jack Taylor, Wai-
ter Schultz, Dave Galin. Russell
Cook, Ernest Henry and Howard

Shipley.

As construction workers bu,ily
started to erect two large stoebge
tanks beside the wildcat v=ell
located several hundred yards
behind the LeMaster barnyard,
speculators by the dozens began
converging upon the area and
ringing doorbells of neighbors,
seeking a share of the mineral
rights and a possible fortune.
First oil was pumped from the
LeMaster well into a storage tank
Tuesday afternoon.

"My phone has been ringing all
week," LeMaster exclaimed.
"Neighbors have been asking me
whether they should sell their
mineral rights or risk getting all
the royalties should a strike be
made on their farm."”

Not until the acting state geo-
logist, william Daoust, made an
announcement in Lansing late
last week was it publicly known
that oil had been found on the
LeMaster farm, located eight
miles northwest of Plymouth. In
a test it was found that the well
vielded 50 barrels of oil in 15
minutes, giving it a potential of
5,000 barrels a day. The oil also
was tested for 48 per cent purity,
which is much higher than the
normal 28 to 30 per cent found in
this area.

There is a teriffic pressure in
the well but the William C. Tag-
gart company, wildcat drillers
from Big Rapids, had the situa-
the

tion under control erlice

time, according to LeMaster.
There was no "gusher" as com-
monly thought of when oil is
struck. Sunday morning a con-
struction crew moved in to start
building two 500-barrel tanks in-
to which oil will be pumped. 'Ae
oil will then be sold to refineries.

When The Mail visited the Le-
Master farm several weeks ago,
it was found that three crews
were working around the clock to
drill the well. LeMaster, a retired
Ford company worker, pointed
out that he and his wife are na-
lives of Oklahoma and knew
enough not to get excited too
early. In Clinton located in
Washtenaw county, four dry
holes were drilled last week in
the Clinton oil strike area. Two
wells are producing oil on a
small scale on the Charles Cur-
tis -farm.

But the state geologists call the
LeMaster well "the first prolific
producer we'vehit in the Trenton
layer in Michigan.” The Trenton
foundation is the backbone of
production in Ohio.

The Taggart company is al-
ready moving its drilling rig to
Glen
Angell farm on Seven Mile road.
The drillers plan to drill deeper

(Continued.on Page 8)

another location - the

Chestmobile Doors Open for Free Public
X-rous Here lteginning Tuesdall Morning

"X-Day is close at hand"” for
residents of Plymouth and Plym-
outh township, according to Sam
Hudson of Evans Products com-
pany, general chairman of the
1954 chest x-ray campaign which
was brought here on the request
of the Plymouth Chamber of
Commerce.

Here are the locations where

the public can find the Chest-
mobile for tree chestx-rays next

week:

McAllister Bros. Grocery,
Northville road, Tuesday, 10:30
a.m. to noon and 1 to 4:30 p.m.;

. Dickerson .Market, 198 Liberty
stre&t, Wednesday, 10:30 4.m: to
noon and 1 to 4:30 p.m.; Allen
elementary . school, Thursday,

2:30to 5 p.m., 6 to 8:30 p.-m.;

Plymouth Sta,mping company,

West Ann ArBor road, Friday,

10:30 a.m. to noon, and 1 to 4:30

pP-m.

Hudson praised committees
and volunteer workers who, he
said, "Have done a tremendous
amount of work in presenting in-
formation to the public about
this important health check. Now

it is up to all of us in Plymouth

x-rayed," he concluded.
INn support of the program,
Russell Daane, mayor of Plym-
(Continued on page 8)
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URGING CITIZENS to vid: 16 Ch-:mobile for a

free x-ray 16 Mayor Ru..11 Dian@ who b *hown her,
signing a proclamation daling th. appialL The Ch-t-

mobil

will be opon fort] 1. glneral public beginning

Tuesday morning. Looking on ari Walter Remul (lift).

chairman of the drive am.ong retail stor- and Dean

Sipion. publicly chairman.



