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. School Report Grdphically
Presented in Todau' s Issue

Every year at this time, public schools of Michigan are
lequired by law to publish a financial statement. This year,
the state has asked school boards to present the involved
financial statements as graphically and clearly as possible.

Since last spring, work has been going on to prepare the
Plymouth Community School District's report which can
be found on pages 3-6 in Section 3. Twenty-nine photographs,
plus other charts make up the report which the board feels
that every citizen should study and keep for reference

The special four pages were prepared through the efforts
of the board, the administrative staff, Robert Wall of the
Wayne County Board of Education and The Mail.

A long list of new vehicle li-
censing laws is going into effect
and it took a day-long session
recently for Secretary of State
James M. Hare and his asslst-
ants to explain the new laws to
area license bureau managers.

Mrs. Doris Root, manager of
the Plymouth bureau. which
also serves Livonia and other
surrounding areas, attended the
meeting at the Veterans Merri-
orial Building with nianagers
from Wayne, Oakland and '
Washtenaw counties.

The 1958 license· plates will go
on sale about November 1, Mrs.

Root said this week. They will
be light gray with black numer-
als

These are among the more
important pieces of legislation
which will be or are now in ef-
feet:

1. Starting with the 1958
plates, the :agm will stay with
the vehicle owner instead of
with the car.

2. If an owner sells a vehicle

but does not put his plates on,
another vehicle within 10 days,
the plates must be turned Into
the license bureau. New plates
must be purchased if another
vehicle is purchased later.

3. Starting Sept. 27, the pur-
chaser of a car from a previous
owner must register the transfer
with the license bureau within

10 days or else pav an additional
transfer fee of $5.

4. Pick-up trucks will have
their own type of license plates
this coming year, Pick-ups
weighing up to 4,000 pounds will
pay only 50 cents per 100 pounds
instead of 90 cents.

5. There will be two types of
license plates for commercial
trailers instead of one. The di-
viding point between regular
and heavy trailers will be 2,500
pounds.

6. For the first time, the Pty-
mouth bureau will handle half-
year licensee plates for trucks.
Trucks which pay a license fee
of $50 or more can obtain half-
year plates.

7. Long desired by mobile
home owners is the new legis-
lation authorizing temporary
permits for trailers to bi mov-
ed from one location to anoth-

er. A fee of $2 allows the trail-

er to be on the highway 48
hours afier the permil is issu-
ed. Previously. the trailer
owner had to pay passenger
vehicle license fees to move a

trailer across public highways.

8. New during the past year
but not widely known is an ap-
plication form making it possi-
ble to drive trucks to weigh sta-
tions. A new or rebuilt truck, for
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HELPING TO LEAD the parade of fire equipment
next Thursday night in downtown Plymouth will be
Diane Fuelling who holds the title of Miss Plymouth.
Diane is shown trying out the driver's seat of the city's

' new $20,000 pumper which will be one of the many
pieces of equipment displayed next week by nine de-
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partments. While the fire departments want to show the
public what is available in case there is a fire. the fire-
men's first purpose is io prevent fires. Fire Prevention
Week. starting Sunday. is set aside to educate the
public with ways to prevent cosily fires.

9 Departments Take Part
instance, must be weighed be-
fore the license is issued. The .

tohrar thwoocntroae itto wo'NifIn •ire Prevention Show
the weigh station.

The Plymouth license bureau

SENIOR GIRL SCOUTS are this solicitation. Scouts. from left. are Suz is located at 181 W. Liberty,
between Mill street and Stark- - -- --- · Nine fire departments will invade Plymouth's downtown

wiek up to their merit badges in Ply- anne Phillips. Marsha Rubey, Elaine next Thursday night as part of the biggest Fire Preventionweather avenue.

mouth Community Fund literature thal Calahan and Barbara Gooch of Troop 21.
will be sent out to all homes and busi and Georgette Graham of Troop 1. Gravel Cave-in Traps City Week program ever attempt€1/here.

nessel next week. Over 6.000 envelopes Watching are Mn. Wayne Rubey, Troop
Joining the Plymouthikity and township clep,Ii·tinent:,

will be men and equipme,ft from Canton, Superior, Novi and
addressed by high school typing classe• 21 loader: and Mrs. Claude Gebhardi. The Weekend Employee for Over An Hour Salem townships, Livonia, Northville and the Detroit liouse
will be ment out containing information Mrs. J. Lorenz and Mn. Ed Goller. of Correction.

about the fund. a pledge card and a re- members of the r-idintial solicitation• Weathervane A bulldozer operator was,high as his knees, pinned him A parade starting at 7 p.m. led by Miss Plymouth (Iliane
tur. Invelop- Tht, r.pl.- door-door COm:atil/b ' 4. 1. W..th., Bureau o.nook trapped in gravel for nearly „n,bl le bend ennugh to dig Fuelling) will start on Forest avenue move east on Winn to

against the bulldozer. He was

an hour and a half Tuesday at himsH out and his legs soon be-  Main street; north on Main to Dodge'and south on Union t„
DETROIT (UP) - Temper-

Capture Brings Him to U.S. Old Cannon atures will average around 8 the city's refuse disposal site, came numb. Kennedy shouted - - --- • Kellogg Park.
and struggled between an hour It will be in the Main sheet

Businessman Once

Fought With Rommel
BY David Jolliff.

The jump from a private in Rommel's African Corps in
1941 to owner of Plymouth's Travel Centre in 1957 is a big
one.

But Berlin-born Kurt Thrun made it and hasn't stopped
jumping. Future plans include an African Safari he and 15
others will attempt next March.

In 1941 an African hunting trip seemed an unlikely pleasure
trip. December of that year found Thrun as a scared, very
green 17-year-old member of Rommel's spirited African Corps
fighting over the hot sands and through thirsty days, out-
numbered ten to one.

Thrun saw action against the
French Foreign Legion, Brnish
Eighth Army and Australians.

Today's 35-year old travel agent
saw Rommel on many occasions
Not only did he appreciate thi
German general s renowned leadership. but he was a "soldier's
gentleman.

"'There were many times when
Rommel himself would help

privates pull vehicles out of the , 5, I.

sandn Thrun explained. "He was
always in the front lines. in spite .61 -1

of advice from his staff."
For a while. Rommel'§ griat Kurt Thrun

monse of danger and military
instincts hold off the inivit- changed cigarittes. candy and

able. Probably :he gr/a//st
converiation. "It was kind of

Gorman military leader of all
Inlighioning 10 1- who You

time. he worked fantastic tricks. wen shooting al." ho recalls.
Thrun's war days were sud-

according to Thrun, to counter-
balanci the lack of German denly cut short. In May 1943,

mon and equipment.
shortly after the fall of Tunisia,

"In one particular action 1 he was captured.

remember Rommel ordering The African war was officially

dozens of German Volkswagons over at 10 a.m. on May 8, 1943
equipped with airplane props. lie Stripped of his Soldier's Oath by
would send the cars ahead of his surrender arrangements, Thrun
infantry with their prope,·going ' and several others fled the Ger-full blast. They'd kick up so much man encampment for the Medi-sand the enemy would think a terranean Sea, hoping to cross 200
full corps of tanks was leading miles of open water and reach
the attack. Axis-held Sicily. They found a

Rommel's favorite garb consist- small boat, but three miles from
ed of British trousers and sun- .shore made a frightening dis-
glasses with his famous leather covery. Their boat leaked!
overcoat. Although never wound- They beat a hasty retreat for
ed, the German generatz habitual- shore, a race between distance
ly appeared at the front lines. and a sinking boat. Distance won
Thrun believes this accounts for and the bedraggled party finally
the unbelievable ability of the had to walk a mile through shal-
African Corps. "We were inspired low water to shore.
by his courage and leadership." Friendly Arabs hid them for
he said. eight days. On May 16, eight days

An interesting aspect of Rom- after the official surrender.

mel's type of warfare occurred Thrun and seven survivors set
when the German and British out for another attempt at escape.
called an official "time-out" while In the space of a few dark
they met in "no-man's-land". hours that night Thrun's entire

During thin :emporar, coaze life was changed. He and the
&* heah ade, gath-d th- 1 group were captured when they
4004 -d wounded. Thel ex- (Continued on Page 8)

1957 Football Contest
EStarts in this Issue
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Era Of Theatre Organ Ends Here

Claims Victim
Th/ old Spanish-American .

War cannon in Kellogg Park.
which probably hain': fired a
shot in 60 years. claimed a
victim Tuesday and he's not
¥ory happy about it.

Kenneth Filt. 8810 Elmhurst,
wa• cutting across the park
Tue•day •fiernoon when he
walked into the barrel of :he
old fieldptice. A wound on hit
head drew blood and ruined

his suit, h. told police.
Fell :ugge,ted thal the plat-

form under the cannon be rail.

ed so :hal people can walk
under the barrel.

Outside of a few hundred
youngsters who may have

taken some bumps while crawl-
ing around the cannon. this it
thi first known casualty in-
flicled by thi weapon since il
wat movid :0 thi park in 1921.
It was thal year thal the local
chapter of thi Grand Army or
the Ropublic had asked the
government for a Civil War
cannon. but instead riceived
the Spanish-American War

fieldpiece. I: came from Ft. Toi-
lin. N. Y. and no one knows
if it was over used in the war

or not.

Although di,appointed be-
cause thi, got a ' modern"can-
non, the GAR had it installed

in the park anyway after it
wai immobilized.

But as far u Fill li concern.

ed. they didn't immobilize it
far enough-or high enough.

Stubborn Cellar

Fire Is City's
Costliest of Year

Plymouth city's costliest fire of
the year took place Sunday night
when flames and smoke caused
an estimated $3,500 in damage to
a North Main street home.

The home, located at 352 North
Main, is owned by Dr. G. H. Fitch
and ts rented to tenants. Firemen
said that the blaze apparently
started from an overheated coal

furnace.

The ceiling above the furnace
was first burning and flames then
spread out along the duet-work
and into the upstairs. Firemen
said that a composition board
covered the basement ceiling,
making the fire difficult to fight.
Smoke was heavy and masks
were worn by firemen.

City firemen answered another
alarm Friday afternoon when the
load in a city rubbish truck began
to burn. The load was dumped on
the A&P store parking lot and
extinguished by firemen.

The Plymouth township fire
department had no runs during
the month of September, except
to pick up a gasoline tank which
a truck had lost along M-14. . 1

degrees above normal in
southeait Michigan. Normal
high is in the 601 and normal
low in mid-40•.

It will be warmer Thurs-

day. Friday and Saturday.
Turning cooler Saturday or
Sunday. Precipitation will ave- -
rage 1/3 to 4 inch with show-
ers in northwestern Michigan
Friday and Saturday and
southeastern sections Satur-

day and Sunday.

Orehetra Pit Nt

By Jim Sponseller

Without pu*licity, cere-
mony or emotion, Ply-
mouth's first and only thea-
tre organ was recently re-
moved from the building
where it had stood for over

30 years. 8/3
A two-manugl Wurlitzer

organ which was installed in
the Penniman and Allen Thea-
tre orchestra pit in 1926,
was quietly carried out sev-
eral weeks ago and sold to a
Harper Woods resideht. It
had not been played for
many years.

Only in a few big city thea-
tres today oan one hear the
grand tones of an organ. In fact,
most of the modern generation
has never had the chance to ex-
perienee the thrill of watching a
huge spotlighted organ rise from
the orchestra pit, with music
literally shaking the walls.

The organ at lhe P&A Thea-
tre didn't rise from the pit, but
its effect, as recalled by many,
was just as thrilling.

Mrs. Kate Allen built the P &-
A with its doors opened prema-
turely on Nov. 11, 1918 to stage
an Armistice dance and celebra-
tion. On July 1, 1921, Harry
Lush. owner of the Penn Thea-
tre, leased the P&A from Mrs.
Allen.

It was in 1926 :hal Mrs. Al-
lon installed the. organ at her
own expense - and its cost
was $13.000. These were the
days of silint movie•. •o whin
thi organ was moved in. th•
piano was movid out.

As Mr. Lush, now a resident
of California, recalls, the organ
was played by Sidney Harris
who drove out here from De-

troit. Harris died just last year.
The organ was played before

the show and during the -entire
program until sound came in.
Sound on film hit the theatres
in the late 1920's and early
1930's. After sound movies, the
organ filled the auditorium with
its variety of tones before and
after movies and at intermis-
sions.

but his only injury we#§ a bad-
ly sprained right foot.

Herbert Kennedy, operator•
of the city's disposal site on
Chubb road in Salem Town-
ship, was at the side of his
stalled bulldozer getting
ready to start it when a seven-
foot-high embankment of
gravel collapsed.

The gravel, which went as

10 Empty

"Only one number was play- j
ed more often than others,"
Lush recalls, "and that was

'Song of India.' " He added
that before sound movies, the
theatre staged five vaudeville
acts. They also had amateur
shows brought in from Detroit
and vicinity.
Don Patterson's Orchestra

played for all of the vaudeville
and amateur shows. Don now

has Idlewild Golf Course on Five
Mile Road.

LAST LOOK at the :

which for 31 years sat in ilr
Allen Theatre k given by ]
co-owner of the theatre. T]
installed al the foot of the

and an hour and a half.

His home is neut· the large
gravel pit. Finally his wife, ·no-
living that the bulldozer had not
been running for a long time,
went to the scene and found her
husband. A neighbor was sum-
moned who dug him out.

The city emergency truck then
arrived and a local ambulance
took Kennedy to University Hos-
pital for X-rays.

Lush also remembers the big
night when a minstrel show

fi·rom Dearborn played. Henry
Ford and his party attended.

Pt·obably one of the longest
terms served in a Michigan
projection theatre roo,h was
chalked up here. Lee Jewell be-
gan as operator in 1921. When
Lush opened the Penn Theatre
in 1941, Jewell moved there and
contiI]ued until just last year
when he was sidelined by ill-

(Continued on Page 8)

13,000 organ orchestra pit
e Penniman- years. It han

talph Ruben. Woods man

1 Wurlitter, his home.

stage in the

To Pave Stretch
Of Sheldon Road

A stretch of Sheldon road from

Ann Arbor road to Joy road is
now bring prepared for black-
topping next summer, it was an-
nounted by the Wayne County
Road, Commission.

The road is now closed off

while being graderl. A stone base,
will be laid and allowed to settle

over the winter. Sometime next I

sunimer, a road commission

spokesman said, blacktop paving
will be added.

It is also tentatively planned to
eventually blacktop Sheldon road
from Joy to Ford roads, the
spokesman said. The stone base
may, be laid next year and the
hard surfacing completed the fol-
k,wing year. The new Gallimore
EleMentary school is located

along this part of the road.
I.ast year, Sheldon road was

blacktopped from Ann Arbor road
to Northville. A portion from Ann
Arbor trail, north to the (&O
railroad, had already been hard
surfaced. 0

had b-n Bilint for many
now boon sold to a Harper
who int,lids to initall U In

, r

t
t

block in front of Kcllogg Park
that mo:t of the activity will 1:ike
place. Pumpers, ladder truck ·,
tankers, utility tiucks, res<·up
squad trucks and fire chic·f c.-11 i
will be parked around the pink
and the public will bc· invited to
inspect the equipment.

In the park will also 11· di4-
play booths erected by fifth /:rade
students. The booths, having fur
prevention themes, will be coin-
peting for prizes. The Plymouth
Association of Insurance Agents
will also have a booth.

- Highlight of the program will
be waterball contests starting
at 7:30. A ball four feel in dia-

meter and weighing 75 pound&
will be placed in a court 75 bY
100 leet. Two teams of five mort

each. using inch and a half
homes. will play streams of wa-
ter on the ball in an attempt to
push it over each other's goal,
There will be eight teams parti-
cipating.

At 9 p.m„ prizes will be award-
ed to winners of the sloman and
booth contest. The slog:in conte#t
is for sixth, st·venth mid eighth
graders with th,· first prize, an
Evans bicyc·le, going for the best
fire prevention slogan. Judges
are officers of the Plymouth
township and city fire depurt-
mrnt.

Judging the booth contest will
br mayors and supervisors of the
participating coinmuniti,·s.. or

their reprew·ntatives. Don King
of the Plymouth township depart-
ment will refet'ce the· water ball
contest.

There is also a journaligm con-
test going on. Cash prizes will be
given for the best editorial or
news story written by high school
journalism students. Judges will
be Miss Elizabeth McDonald,
Fire Chiefs Howard Hohnes and

Robert McAllister, Lt. Paul Al-
bright and Sgt. Paul Saunders.

Fire Prevention Week. which

opens this Sunday; will also
find fire trucks from Plymouth
township and city and Canion
township visiting the element·
ary schools in their area.
On Tuesday, Sct. Saunders of

the city and Lt. Paul Albright of
the township, cc,-chairmen for the
week's events. will visit the high
school for short fire preventlon
talks. Literature on the subjecl
witt be distributed.

Grade school children will be
given sheets to check home fit e
hazards. Those completing thi•
sheets will receive a fire helmet

(Continued on Page 8)

Library to Close Day
For Construction

The Plymouth Branch Library
will close Friday, October 4, at
5 p.m. for construction purpses
and qpen again at regular hours
Saturday morning. At this time
the partition between the old
and new library will be remov-
ed. The book deposit may be
used to return books Friday
evening.
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