
'Green Soace' Called Plymouth's Biggest Need
Adequate "green space" for the Plymouth area

seems to be the community's greatest need for the fu-
ture.

ThaCs the view of City Manager Al Glassford who
returned this week from a four-day convention of city
managers where this problem--common to many sub·
urban areas-was discussed.

Glassford attended the International City Managers
Association's annual conference in Miami Beach and

came back with this impression-
'What 1 look for as a major problem in this area

and what concerns me is open space. Plymouth is in

the next wave of expansion from Detroit amd we've got
to start thinking about providing enough recreation
are•--enough 'green space'-as this area beglan to
expand."

Glassford quoted Ivan A. Nestingen. undersecretary
of the U.S. Department of Health Education and Wel-
fare, who spoke at the conference. as saying that. 'We
can't have one subdivision after another stretching out
from metropolitan areas without any green spaces to
separate them." Yet, Nestingen warned, this is becom-
ing the case.

The federal government, Glassford stated, is now
ready to contribute 20 per cent of the cost to local com- .

,

munities on a matching basis to purchase "green space"
recreation areas.

"We should start thinking about getting the County
to perhaps provide open spaces," Glassford said. "Per·
haps now it the time to get together with Livonia, North-
ville and other nearby communities to see what mutual
efforts can be made to help solve this problem."

·'The expansion wave is moving westward from De-
troit" he continued, "and we can prevent this from
becoming a serious problem if we begin to act in the
near future."

The City Manager also attended conferences on
Ethics and Lcal Government, Federal, State and Local

Emergency Planning and Future Health and Welfari
Problems during the Sunday-to-Wednesday convention.
Commenting on the need for bomb shelters. he aid it
was pointed out at the conference that, "We in the
suburbs-just as in the rest of the areas-must push
toward more public shelter space rather than individual
shelters."

Several hundred City managers from throughout
the naUon attended the conference. They were al:o
told by John J. COrson, chairman of the Municipal Min-
power Commission that "low salaries" are prevenUng
municipalities from "gptting the highest caliber people
coming out of college.'
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St. Nick
Arrives

Saturday
The holiday season's fa-

vorite guest=Santa Claus-
will arrive in Plymouth Sat-
urday morning to be greeted
by kids and their parents
from all over the city.

Old St. Nick will come rid-

lag down Main Street in a
big red engine to Kellogg
Park. where he'll remain'

through the holiday season.
Hls present timetable calls
for arrival at the eolorfully-
decorated park at 10 a.m.

Already many Christmas
season decorations have been

erected in the central park
by the Plymouth DepaMment
of Public Works.

Arrests

Break Up
Youth Gang

Several Plymouth area

youths rounded up this week
youths were rounded up this
week by Wayne County
Sheriff's officers in the after-

math of a breaking-and-enter·
ing investigatlon at a local
service station.

City Police Chief Ken
Fisher reported that some of
the youths had allegedly
been involved in a series of

brak-ins throughout the

general Plymouth area. The '
arrests stemmed specifically
from the recent holdup of a
Texaco service station at

Ann Arbor Road and Main
Street.-
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'Toluene'

Is Culprit
(Editor's Note: Recently

the rise of *'glue iniffing"
this newspaper reported on
mong youths of the area.
In the course of the investi-

gation, Redford Township
police submitted gamples
and a report to Lansing.
The following is a reply
from the Michigan Depart-
ment of Health.)

Det. Edwin J. Gleza

Redford Twp. Police Dept.
' Re: Sniffing of model glue

by teen age youths.
Dear Detective Gleza

On November 9, 1961, we
received your letter and ac-
companying article from the
Los Angeles Police Dept..
along with the specimen of
Revell type S cement.

This particular glue con-
tains toluene, as marked on
the outside of the container.
Toluene. as noted in the ac·

companyin article, produces
the effects of narrosis or

drunkennegs. Excessive
amount of the material. of

course, can produce death,
although the amount neees·
Bary to produce death Is
quite high and it is unlikely
thit youths taking it in this
fashion would get .fatal
concentration. I am not im-

plying that this would not be
pouible, ho•ever.

This problem of glue sniff-
ing has come to our attention
from the various parts of the
State. particularly in the low.
er peninsula. so that glue
sniffing is quite widely
known in Michigan. It is in-
teresting to note from your
your area are obtaining the
tetter that these youths in
intoxication by placing the
glue on a cloth and then
sucking on the cloth to ob.
tain the fumes. This would
probably be a combination
of oral ingestion coupled
with the sniffing but the tox-
icity would be comparable to
the toxicity obtained by sniff·
ing alone.

So I wish to thank you
kindly for the article. which
we can kee in our files.

Sincere yours

.
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OFF WE GO! Really "living," nine- Airport wit
year-old Jimmy Shinn of Plymouth sits dent at the

at the controls of a huge Boeing 707 Jet of Mr. and ]

airplane Young Jimmy got his big thrill Street. Ami

recently when he visitd Metropolitan chance for J

FACTS and

OPINIONS

by Paul Chandler

Among those who are watching the Constitutional Con-
vention in Lansing with great anticipation are the leaders
of our big Townships. Plymouth, Redford; Canton, Nankin
Townships all are particular cases in point.

They need, ind want, some law changes to make
their government more adaptable to the problems at
hand. -Townships" as inch,are an old and honorable
form of government, but legally they actually are chil-
dren of the State government itself. They possess no
local self·rule; they only can do the things which State
law permits.

tl is thus because "Townships" originally were con-
ceived as a low - cost, minimum form of government for ru-
ral and Lightly populated areas. Today, there are giant
metropolitan Townships such as Redford and Nankin; and
other poised to grow big and swiftly. as Plymouth and Can-
tonton. They are a different kind of -Township" and as yet
State law hasn't entirely recognized the fact.

Anyhow, the Townships hive a special "day" scheduled
before the Convention on Dec. 12. Among those appearing
will be Supervisor Jack McDonald of Redford. He has some
points to make. many of them the product of thinking by
the whole Redford Board, and his case will be good reading
in other Townships, because they all are seeking about the
same thing.

Here are some sample changes which will be proposed
and which Facts and Opinions hopes are heard with sym-
pathy and written one way or another into law quickly-

1. Basic law should provide for two kinds of Town-
shipi (a) the rural kind; (b) the urban kind. The voters
could decide which form they wanted. possibly with
population being a >ardstick. For instance, all Town-
ships of more than 20,000 population might be *'urban."

2. Townships should have a greater voice in the County
Board of Supervisors. Today they are limited to one dele-
gate, regardless of population. Cities-such as Livonia-have
two, threeor four delegates, even with leaer population
than neighboring Townships.

3. Fines and costs levied in Justice Court should be

returned to the Township where they are collected, where
the police protection is paid for locally. Today these funds
go into the general County pot. doled out over a wide area,
w·ith about 60 percent going into the City of Detroit.

4. Gas and weight taxes should be returned to urban
Townships, a figure that can be as much as $500,000 a

year. Today they stay with the State and County on the
Claulty theory that those bodies provide adequate street

and road maintenance. Cities today receive all the gu
and weight tax to Rpend them>.elves.

5. Justices of the Peace could be put on a municipal
basis, paid a good salary. rather than operate on the sticky
- fee system."

6 Make it casier. and legal, for Townships to write
their own laws into their own Charter.

Livonia's Chamber

Urges Sunday Ban
Uve,la Chamber of Commerce went I record 1

.lk im "4'ort o Sunday 11'h' 900 Ime ekee,
tiomt"

Guy A Speacer, Chamhr Flidemt, wired the,le-

his parents. He is a itu-
BM xhool and b the lon

In. John S/7/8 of 311 Ann

rleam AIrt!es 'MvMed the
amy, piloting" al,eriemee.

Swim Pool

Ordinance

Is Studied
Recommendations that the

setback requirements for
swimming pools constructed
in Plymouth be modifield
were proposed to the City
Commission this week by the
Appeal Board.

David W. Mather, chair-
man of the Board, told Com-
missioners that there are "a
large number of lots in the
City which are unable to
comply with the present or-
dinance on swimming pools"
because of lot sizes and set-
back requirements. ,

'Some members of our
Board." Mather said,ielt
that (the swimming pool or-
dinance) was discrminatory."

The present ordinance pre-
vents persons with 60-foot
wide lots from having under·
ground pools. The ordinance
also required a ten foot set-
back from all property lines.
Members of the Commission
indicated they would favor
modification to fall Into line
with County requirements of
only five or 811 foot setbacks.

Commission members also 1
heard the first reading of a
proposed ordinance that
would prevent short-term

"fire sales" from being held
by tnnsient merchants in
the city.

The ordinance - -designed
to "discounge" ittnerant

merchants from setting up
•hop in Plymouth - · would
require a license fee to be
paid by merchants who are
met permanent occupant; 01
the city. Comissioners could
not decide Monday on the
size of the fee.

"Frankly," Commissioner
Robert O. Beyer told the
meeting, Someone could

come in and rent a building
and sell $100,000 worth of
merehandise and not pay a
cent in taxes."

City Attorney Ed Drauge-
, lis told the Commission the
purpole 04 the ordinance was
"to prevent someone from
coming into Plymouth, opera-
ting a fire sale for four
months and leaving without
.paying a tax." Commissioner
Car! Shear suggested that the
license fee be based on the

inventory value of the itine-
rant merchant.

L.09 chbon were soked
1/rework the Irdin••ce
Wk- it be€-e evidemt Ilit
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New $3 Million Sewer Seen

Needed In Plymouth's Future
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Paases Away
Funeral services for Kel-

sey A. Neely were held Tues-
day afternoon at the Schra-
der Funeral Home in Ply-
mouth following the well-
known businessman's death
December 2.

Mr. Neely passed away at
his home at 1258 S. Harvey
St. after a five month illness.
He was the Ashland Oil Com-
pany's bulk dealer in Pty-
mouth since 1950, after com-
ing here from Livonia in
1941. He was born on April
9, 1925, in Sharp County,
Arkansas.

Surviving are his wife,
Beauthon (Spotts) Neely, his
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Alonzo
Neely of Livonia, a son,
Douglas, a sister, Mrs. Con-
nie Hoffman of Livonia, and
grandparents, Mrs. Ella

Plymouth was warned Monday that it would be faced The builders claimed that
construction of a new $3 million sewer system within the Commission's ruling -

years if storm water continues to flow through sanitary made in a resolution last
rs at an increasing rate. month - would wreak a
The warning came from engineering consultant Frank "hardship."
[e after a delegation of local builders appeared at the "With less than 100 build-

Commission meetings to argue for overturning a re- ing lots left in Plymouth,"
Jon banning storm drainage from flowing into sanitary a spokeman for the builders
:rs in new homes. said, "We'd like to continue

..
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6.ARDEN EN,HUSIASTS from Pty- Al Pint and Mrs. MAI Truek. of lhE Fly-
muth, Livonia and Bedford Township mouth branch; Mrs. Earl Blmhop, Mrs.
·owded the Community Center Bunding W. H. Rols- of the Reeedale Gardens
Northville for more than eight hours branch, and Mrs. Robert Shaftoe and Mrs.

itur,lay for a giant display of loral gifts C. W. Cooper of the Livonia branch.
Ensored by the'Women's National Farm Colorful flower and plant exhibits were
,d Garden Ass'n. Showing their hindi- supplemented by a number of other
·afts above were Mrs. W. S. Bake, Mrs. handicraft displays.

ymouthites 1
:hibit At IOOKING
ir€lens Show A Il /0/ li/I: lilM
colorful display of flow-
plants and handierafts
prepared by several Pty- Plymouth
th ladies Saturday for ex-
: at an area-wide Garden A new street name may soon grace Plymouth Town-
ival in Northville. ship. Officials said they were petitioning to change the name
·ores of individual exhi of East Side Drive to Riverside Drive.
were featured at the dis- -0-

, part of the Women's There'll be a new, permanent water cooler installed
onal Farm and Garden for the convenience of patrons and employees at City Hall
Iciation's winter show. The City Commission gave its unanimous approval Monday
festival w·as held in the to allocate $175 from the budget to purchase the cooler.

.hville Community Center -0-

ding and women from Paving projects on streets in the Garland subdivisior.
,nia. Northville, Canton, of Plymouth Township were completed last week, Town·
ford Township and other ship officials have reported. The subdivision is located
ounding communities al. opposite the entrance to Riverside Park on East Side Drive
articipated. Most of the paving was on River Oaks St.
)oths were organized by -0-

I branches of the Farm The first Christmas commemoration In Plymouth thi
Garden Associabon and Yuletide season will come Sunday afternoon at Plymoutt

nouth's branch of the or- High School auditorium when the Plymouth Symphon,
zation was responsible Orchestra presents Its annual holiday concert. The Granl
the local display. Williams Chorale, a newly-organized vocal group, be fea
mong local ladies who tired in a performance of Berlioz's "The Childhood 01
icipated in the showing Christ." The Plymouth Clvie Chorus will also participat,
2 Mrs. W. S. Bake. Mrs. in the concert. Curtain time is at 4 p.m. Admission 11 free
'int and Mrs. Max Trucks.
are members of the Ply- Miss Margaret Dunning, 994 Penniman Ave., was thanket
ith branch of the Associa- this week by the City Commission for her generous con

tribution to the city's growing collection of permanen
, Christmas decorations. "We sincerely appreciate your un

48ey Neeley selfish interest in desiring to further enhance the City dur
ing this Christmas season and the many Christmas holiday

, in the years to come," Mayor Robert Sincok wrote.
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as in the past. We've had
trouble digging basements
and putting in drainage
ditches." Under the Com-

 mission's resolution, only
future home construction is

prevented from hooking
storm water drainage to
sanitary sewers. Present
honnes which have such
connections are unaffected.

Lodge countered with the
statement that "in the city
during the next five years
you're going to have to put
in a new sanitary Bewer
system if you can't get storm
water out of the sewer."

"And," he continued, "a
sanitary sewer system will
cost $3 millions. It'§ not
economicallly feasible. The
sanitary sewer system is
just not going to take the
load. I suggest even taking
some of the present storm
water load out of present
hookups."

"Either," he concluded.
"you stop where you are all
start going biek to get 00-
atorm water out, or you
Art looking for a milir.
costly revision d the mtom."

Discussion between lodge.
the Commasslon and the
builders on the controversial
isgue continued for some

Umebefore the Commission

adjourned until next Monday
night to discuss the whole
situation.

Planning consultants
Johnson and Anderson, Inc.,
and representatives of local
buildrs groups will attend
the 7:30 p.m. meeting to
discuss the issue further.
Most Commissioners, how-
ever, indicated they favored
the viewpoint of consultant
Lodge over the builders'
protests.

$1500 Spent
To Expand
Township Hall

More than $1500 worth of

improvements in the Ply.
mouth Township Hall were
nearing completion this week,

i with enlarged facilities for
· the Township Clerk and the
1 Township Treasurer result-
, ' ing. Area of the Treasurer's

office was doubled, according
to Mrs. Elizabeth Holmes,

i Township Treasurer, and
i Clerk Fred Miller's office

i was likewise increased in 11:e.
"The net result," Mrs.

Holmes said, "will be better

r service to the public. The ex-
: pansion provides us with two
. windows with which to serve

citizens." Tax bills will be go-
I ing out shortly, she stated.

Moving a wall and relocat-
t ing the rear entrance to the
- Township Hall on Ann Arbor
- Rd. provided a 50 percent in·
s crease in the size of th€

Clerk's office.
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Rbach Every Home lature meethig in Battle Creek Tlial te D•g• ell- tabillk a Per--emt bisine- Lucy Neely of Arkansal
to the member• 01 a H•-e C-mittee d lie St,te le:* 0-11 mer€Iian• •71•g • 04 Reath- of Plymouth and Mrs.

This newspaper, the My- ddentlen el the luue. h liN d# =1*t ®i:IM wiiler Neely was a member of U
mouth edition 01 the Uv- The acti- w ordered b, the Beard,1 De--1. the ruling, thum previd;-: vonia Baptist Church and

]114 h delivered oi Wednes- h his wire, Spemeer adilied the committee tilt Ille di=niliient" for Ie• Plymouth Lodge of Elks, 17-
day to every home ta the City Chamber supported, t, prip€*le, Ike clacel/0/ 3-1,9 bulhe- 80.

closings which wo,Ild ban m- Inile-- Siiday lit In other businesi, Com-- Funeral lervice. were con-

· Phone GA Ull for all 11- permit exceptions which •IM allow "-ce-ry -- minion members heard City ducted by Rev. Willard Mar- HARD AT WORK in their newly-en- treamurer, and her mistant, Helen 11-

Fbimatton. For Our Powerful vices." Manager Al Gla=ford report tin and Rev. Reeder Oldham larged office at Plymouth Town,hip Hall
ardsm. The treas•rer'* office at the kidi

Wat Ads the phone is GA Farther study by the Chamber will result In a de- on progress of Parking of and interment wn at Park- wu douilled in size during recent Im·
WW .-1.'li parking Lot improvements view Memorial Cemetery. are Elhalieth Holmes (right), T,waihip provements.


