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RPymblis Most StubbQBlaze, In 50 Years

Althollgh no:lives were lost

*Ad the extent of the damage
still is unknown, the nre that
destroyed the Penniman Build-
14 that housed Bode's restaur-
ant, Minerva's Dress Shop, the
Draft Board and several other

business firms Sunday after-

noon, was the worst and most
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The Plymouth City Commis-

ston gave round in its running pointed aut that nothing could price of the Wledman property ordered to report for induction the rapidly expending sc
.and, perhaps, th@ same should Jan. 10 by Local Draft Board population andth-eeverincreas- . developer may decide to bulld

battle"with fohn Robison

stubborn blaze in th-ecity's
history.

Started by a stray spark from
a welding machine in the base-
ment of the restaurant where
work was being done on the
refrigeration system Sunday
morning, the blaze required the

yeoman work of more than 100

a4

WHEN BOTH city officials

e done,-but to stretch the Pg

mer the special assessment set ments over a -10 year peri
* for the purchase ofthe Davis' and that would mean the setting
property that ts to be used for up of a new assessment roll

a parlang area.

tlremen, telling in sub-zero
temperatures, and equipment
from eight communities before
it was brought under control

shortly before midnight. Even
after the stubborness was sub-

dued the blaze continued well
into Monday afternoon.
Aside from the freezingtem-

peratures, tbe work of the flre-
men was made more difficult

because of the physical layout
Of the bulldinE- It had a series
of false cellings and the base-
ment was cut up in a number of
small rooms and hallways.

,WHEN WE answered the

alarm shortly before 1 O,clock”
Fire Chief George Schoenneman

explained, "and couldn't locate
the blaze | knew we were lit
trouble. It was then that |
called for mutual aid".
Immediately after this call
the firemen responded with

equipment from- Plymouth

Townehip, Canton Township,
Northville, and ]Northville

Township. In late afternoon
when the core of the blaze
still could not be found another
call vent out and ladder equip-
ment from Livonlaand Ypsilantl
Township responded, along with
an addltkmal. pumper from

HERE'S SCENE FROM EARLY STAGES OF FIRE THAT SET RECORD FOR STUBSORNESS-IN CITY »

City Commission Gives Ground
In Long Assessment Controversy

tribute a share of the purchase

Draft Call

Still Stands

All individuals who were

have been doce on Penniman 102 |n Plymouth must report as

Ave

Id was pointed out that the fIGials Tor the draftboard stated Commanity School Board Ras would

and another public hearing, Val. the original survey of the Pen- Monday.

Ever since the special as- tier threw up his hands and niman Avenue property ovmers
sessment was voted and the said, "Well, | guess that's it."

assessment on Dr. Robison's
ﬁro erty was fixed at $6,0
eh

Dr. Robison, who was seated

as claimed that it was Im in the audience, a(greed to the

fair and Imjust in that some of

his property was-being used for .

residences.

'l am- not dpposed to the nessmen were allowed to con-

Rarking.area project,”

once, -"but | do think that my

rate Is fixed too high for the
benents that | will recilve.”

plan and a new r
up and - a hearing arranged.

I will be set

did ;not favor- the contribution

and favored the assessment.
And so, another round m the
running battle has-been fought.

Meanwhile, the city has pur-

——— e e —

It was argued that the busi- means must be fold to pay for

it.

City Extends Thanks

*.. Mayor James Jabara and the the Simday fire. .

entlre City Commission went

thel-| (!Engl-llrép ubh!:'hean;to @Ft %ntcege t[t%rct%q MQ @gﬁﬁfxtl ltgmnve\zlﬂpa;]rhg |oﬁlvg{18 coefe mey and e-rOUte aS on the nort

the gramdt at he had not re- Army, American Legion, and all trucks, while all othets were
ceived his o¢Mcial notice. Since the business flrms and towns- quartered in the gas station at its office on Penniman Avenue *.

this charge the Admintstration peonIe who furnished food and Penniman and Harvey--and the last Sunday
ee to the firemen during Mayflower Hotel,

change{; its Policy and now co
by its service

Nnotices are

all such

registerld snail.

All the whne, hoeever, even

tharith thiepeclat.as.eyment.

eent

Joanne Hulce Given New Job

eastern

jonal supetvisar, the residents acre parcel from t

or his son has appiared before the board of education, has Council of Governments.
the city fathers wilth the Ke. been appointed as the board's
that it =u whir and asked representative to the Plymouth

for some sort O£ relief.

Meiting aner meeting has
been held, magfictalln-inth
members of th,
ment and only tio weeks ago
Commismlmer , James Hook
S.gested that the usessm.at
be le,ted over a 10 year loan
in-ad i five. Evin that did

not miet approval.

Area Planning Commission.

John Moehle, vice president board as a personnel liaison

from e.g(irn Union ha%;i%

Salem Township.

It was not until the Idder
equipment and the snorkels
arrived that much headway was
made in the gallant fight to
control the fire and save the
old P&A theater on the one

side and Fred Hadley's paint
store on the other.

4

Schools Acquire Two New Sites
In Unprecedented Agreemenl

In an effort to kee

up. with of a 700 acre lot that will

chool someday hold 3,000 homes. The

ing need for more schools and his first group of homes at the

sSsrooms, the

of t e700a

d not be near't

res, Whlcl'l

e origina

agreed to purchase a 20-acre school site.

Anyone who was ordered ancl school site and has taken an
fails to report will be eligible Option to ' purchase another of the company- has 'agreed to of-

to be delinglent and subject
to prosecution they said

18 acres.

Therefore-if this 13 the case,

ferthe school district a 10

The 20 acre site will cost acre parcel near the first sub-

The DraftBoard officials also -$50,000 while the option topur. dlvision if 200 homes or more
Stated that individuals who win chase the other 18 acres will have been built or are planned.

with the board, will be given

he has - .- - instructions and iInformation as

Soon as a new slte-for regls-
tration can be established

Western Union

it is bought.
The first site is located in

Canton Township

be reaching L8 years of ag& a1, cost $50d*and with the final —

who, therefore, must' register cost amounting to $22,000,

It i

THIS WOULD- eliminate thae

possible situation that would

between - force the school district tocch-

Warren, Lilley, Sheldon and struct an acces# road for stu-

Ford Roads and is owned by

dents in the new subdivist=.

the Quality Construction Com- Inglead of naving the students

pany.

th side of

west of Canton Center Rd. and

-acre site is_locate

Because of the fire that gutted east of Beck Rd. *

anernoon the

According to an announce-
ment from W.A, Obsert, re

come to, the school the school

Maben Rd studafts Wi Beiving <

However, the school district
does have the additional option

to refuse to accept the prof-

THE PURCHASE agreement fered 10 acres and keep their

from most cltracts betwlen
a school board and an owner.

and business firms of Ptymouth and then eventually building a

will be rout,11 through Ann school on that parcel, the com-

Arbor while those of Livonia pany has agreed to ader the

And, Robert Gilmore; trus- will be chinxieled through district 2 minumum of 10acres

e Ann Arbor

be reached at 962-2211.

tee, has been named by the Detroit. close to where a subdiviston is .

phone number built.

to te board, has been named between theboardandtheschool is 663 4221, and ‘Detroit can
ctty govern=. as the board's representative administration.

The school district's pro- t#ts type-0
perty is located in the center may met"

erentp

routed for the 20 acres ts different original 20 acros intact.

Possibly, however, the school

*district may have two schools

Instead of purchasing the 20 on
e comp enD N Cﬂ?

0 10 -acre s[iﬁs Iaﬁtﬁg
aces In tne

acre plot in the event it
does accept alternate sites of-
fered to it by the compeny.
John W. Moehle, schoolboard

tru=ee, expressed the hope that

gurch reemint
recedent 210

enable the dlstrlct to be some-

what fexible with growing pop-

Fires Uses 1,500, OOO Gallons Of Water Ci, TreOsurer
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be*g vah the use of th| "Our entire system work,d

property.

Not ooly were the city of-

wast emas3

e BT T A ST R g

- outstanding work of the meww v

ladder equlpment owned by '

praise.

"After wiltchirt it wo

ment ts ow of the flnest in-

vestments we ever have made™.
| | H B =W _—

"And | think we should be
gladr- too,-

A When they sal the 11 "le. en

-r— —

- Ken 'Way, Plymouth City

Mercy Hospital in A Ar or.
He was operated on shortly

Vallier st-d, after Christrn,g and doctors

- Commissioners James Mc- " that the water main held up have ordered J Wm to remain at
*Ut fine". Kennith Vogras, fict,1¢ plessed with the vator Keon and Arch varner, who well.¢'

home untnNn vyebruaryv.

ulation and subdivt*n de-

Telopment,
The 18-acre futur; school

site will cost the sctool dis-

trict .$22,000, 12 it Ricks up
the option after it llls made
soil tests and has *ermined

if it is the kind o®stte that

can.sipport a la* school

With the men worklng from
the high ladders and pourtz,
water in from the top theweight
forced the false cellings to give
way and the resultant draft
brought the flames into sight
after the are had been smould-

ering for almost six hours.
—

THROUGHOUT most of the
long, cold afternoon, the City d
Plymouth ladder truck was '
stationed in the rear of thi
building and pouredthousand*of
gallons of water through th,
windows. It was this nooding
that helped confine the fire in

one building and keep it from
spreadirg until the larger

equipment reached the scene.
The gruelling task Snally took

its toll late in the eventrli

when Chief Schoenneman, Yho
had been supervisit¥ the flght
from the start, was sighted- 0,1
the verge of collapse and mis
rushed to St. Joseph Hospital
in Ann Arbor, along with mur
others-. Richard Hill,Roger
Norris, Jim Jack Ind Coy
Robertson

They remained in the hospital.
for about four hours, but eli '
Chief returned to the job -4
stuck to the finish, even thote

he has been suffering from
bronchitis formorethanaweek.

"Thts ts the most sttibbont
fire | ever have seen’'s, bl.
commented before the root
caved in, *sand there seems to
be no uny to get at the flames-.
So, we'll just flood the bulldinf
and drown it”

That was the plan of batUe
and it worked when the roof
gave way, forcing a draft, and
bringing the names into the
open.

FOR A TIME it was feared
that Jimmy Allen, the veteran
rog cleaner who operate; his
business to the buildlg, and Mr.

and Mrs. Eugene Narry,--- -

serve as caretikers, wer,
trapped in ele building. For-
tonately, they had mae- O1-1-
enta shortly after the alarm
somided.

"l don't know just how much

damage was done", Herbert
Chalken, owner of Minervaes
Dress Shop, commented, "but
Isure am glad that our E¥,rt<
Stock was just starting to
arrive.
7 "We have been in business
here since 1951'-, he peinted
out while seeking shelter in the
corner gas station, "and this 10
positively the worst | ever have
seen. Nothing like thli1 ever
has happened to us."”

Nothing was left of Z»de's

Restaurant, the barber
was left in ruins ind therecord

in the Western Union aijd the
Draft Boards were ruined¢

Western Union Immediate.yre'
routed its service tb

Detroit and Ann Arbor, aod the
government stated more, tim,
.vould be needed to deterintly

Continued On Page 4 A

_ Expa#ded Coverage
Has News: For All

Continuing the exi,anded coverage of
news stories ad picture s during the blackout
of Metropolitsin dailies k,ecause of the strike
Situation, we have many unusual items for

your reading pleasure.

A picture. story of tlhe big fire in Plym-

outh. Pages 12-13A

Highway ,Departmeint plans hearing on
route of M-14 through P]Jymouth Township on

Thursday. Page 3A. .

Gov. Romney overruledes by Suprerne
Court in firing of Natiortal Guard cornmand-

er. Page 3A.

Lawyer says it isn't true that Dr. Clark’s

clinic- is for sale in Farnnington_ page 5A
Vice President Humphrey jeered in Ken-

va visit. Page,131

Black Pofkr leader Dick Gregory threa-
tens to disrupt the De:nocratic convention.

Page 15A

Area police search for missing Redford

* . boy. Page 161

Editorial comment:

Page 14A

What's doing in wdYid of women?.. Pages

1-4 C

-Activities in area churches. Pages 6-7C
Plymouth High ®©liltes-..24-second rule.

Page IB.

w PRackers anc,i__)

ut the great work spent a great;\,gl,e,:—g o) §Tpel =Nt

Oakland battle for

age 3

Oodles and boodles c>f classified advertia-

ing. Pages 1-11D

Council of Governmtents to. meet Satur-

day. Page 8B

64,000 Suburbanites,will find .bigger social

diastohess Eevst rrsEdore Brrethsitpese 0BT HeC TiRACHE

iln on April 1 due to 13
s- Page 9B.

Television programs for entire week.

Page 4E-

Crossword puzzle tb test your sKkill.

Page

8F and the answers Page 12D



