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today's

hot line

Supervisor Answers Complainers

Police Protection Adequate- -M cEwen
observerland

LIVONIA - Workmen of Rocco Ferrera
& Co..laying huge concrete sections of a
storm-drain system for Livonia, unwittingly
turned the,tVOrk area into a panic area late

. Friday evening when a mechanical crane bit
into a high-pressure gas line. Police blocked
tra ffic and onlookers from the area. in front of

the new Livonia National Bank building, Ply-
mouth and Wayne Roads. for more than eight
hours. until the danger of a gas explosion had
passed. The gas line. under 250 pounds of
pressure. was a feeder line in a Consumers
Power system supplying gas for the homes

, and industry of Plymouth. Livonia, Westland,
Northrille. Wayne and Farmington Township.

PIeas for more police pro-
tection have come from all

quarters of Plymouth Town-
ship in the last few years.

At one time or another, town-

ship residents have asked"Why
can't we have our own police
force?"

Township Supervisor John D.
McEwen was asked the same

question along with others, in
the hope that his answerswould

shed some light on the feeUng
of the administration.

Throughout the question and

answer period Supervisor Mc-
Ewen maintained thatthe Wayne
County SherifFs Department
was doing an adequate job.

CurrenUy the department has

two cars on duty during the
day and, then one car on duty
in Plymouth Township during
the night.

The service is split between
NorthviUe and Plymouth town-
ships. At night, when the ind-
dence of crime is the highest,
there is only a share of a

police car for Plymouth Town-
ship.

M¢Ewen said, '•Currently, I
feel the sherims department is
doing an adequate job.

"People in the township com-
plain because there are break-
ing and enterings, like there is
in any other community," he
said. "But," he added, "the
sheriff's department and the
State Police (which has one
car in Plymouth Township) re-
spond in a manner of minutes."

How many 'men would it take

.to man a police force in the
township?

MCEwen answered "It would

take between eight and ten--
when the time arises."

What would be the cost?

'•That is a tough one," he
said "Three years ago it was
$35,000 for one two-man car
a year. Now, costs must be
more thao $40,000 a yeam."

Is illegal for PlymouthTown-
ship to establish its own police
force?

"Yes it is," he quipped.

•'As 'far as the cost is con-
cerned," he remarked, "if
the people of Ply,mouth Town-
ship are desirous of having a
police force, additional millage
would have to be voted. "

How much additional millage?

"At least two mills", he
said. ,

Since the sheriff's depart-

ment has, at the most, one
and a half cars at any one

time covering the entire town-
ship, do you think one man
can cover it effectively?

"That depends on the area
which you have to cover. In
some areas 20 men couldn't
cover 12,000 people (approxi-
mate population of the town-
ship). Again, 1 think the sher-
iff's depart ment is doing an
adequate job.

"Plymouth Township will, in
the very near future, come up
with a definite plan for police
protecuon, but again the moneS'
must be voted in extra millage,"
McEwen concluded.

I Rail Crossing Study Reveals
* * 1.*

FARMINGTON - Formal negotiations
begin Thursday, March 7, between the Farm-
ington Board of Education and the Farmin:t-
ton Education Association.

* * 1*

FARMINGTON - Approximately 200
hourly employees struek the Star Cutter Co.
in Farmington Townsbip Monday morning.
Spokesman for Local 985 of the U.A.W. and
the company, which is the largest plant in the
township, conceded that they are still at odds
01;er both economic and non-economic issues.

Need For Two Underpasses
After analyzing and evaluat- crossing, the individual delays be considered as an underpass the City Commjssion George Conditions in some areas will - the survey M onday night the

ing the data compiled in the are generally short and the alternative to Main Street. Hudson advocated a move to change, too, with the construe- City Commission instructedthe
long survey of the various rail vehicle count is low. If Farm- ANN ARBOR TRAIL--This have the City Commission ask tion of 1-275 and the new M-14 City Manager to contact 'the
crossings in the Plymouth area er Street became a more im- crossing does not present an the State Highway Department route.,Starkweather likely will C,O officials, notify them Of
during the past year, the Wayne portant thoroughfare with im- unacceptable vehicle delay to include all underpass at Shel- become the main gateway from the finding, and ascertain what
Col ·•04 Road Commission has provement and extension to Mill problem. * * * don Road as part of the new the northwest. help can be expected from theconcluoed that two areas (which is planned), it could BEFORE HE resigned from route of M -14. After hearing the report of railroad.
should be considered for under-

passes.

. 1.

WESTI.AND - The economic and physi-
cal characteristics of the Westland-Warne
communities were outlined Monday by Irving
Rubin. director of the Transportation and
Land Use Study, known as TALUS. Some of
the data compiled for the two cities shcAK·s
that the percentage of pre-school children is
much higher than the surrounding area: the
median income is under the level of the rest
of suburban Wayne County: and there are
more families with children than in other
communities.

**

WESTLAND - The City Council Monday
listened to two state civil defense officials em-

phasize t h e importance of a local civil de-
fense plan and program for the, community.

* *1 *

GARDEN CITY - A long-standing park-
ing dispute involving an office next to the Sec-
retary of State auto license plate branch is
over - until next February. A local business-
man blocked his parking lot for nearly two
weeks to keep license plate buyers off of his
properly.

1 W*

BEDFORD - With less'than a month re-

maining until the start of a new contract per-
iod. the Redford Township Board ratified a
three-year contract with police Monday. An-
nual re-opening of salary negotiations is
possible. The patrolmen gained across-the-
board S600 raises in 1967. I

.
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both the Wednesday ar
tions of the Observer b
only

$444
When paid

w»hin 10 diys
of publication.

The two sites are the

Sheldon Road crossing, Main
Street or Farmer Street--un-
der certain conditions.

The Starkweather and Ann

Arbor Trail crossings were

cast aside as not presenting an
unacceptable vehicle delay

problem at the present time.

The survey, taken ht the sug-
gestion of the Mail & Observer

last Spring, brought out some
interesting findings.

For example, the Main Street
crosslog experiences the larg-

est total delay time, with

Sheldon Road tn second place.

FOR YEARS it has been

charged that the rail crossings
have been slowly strangling the
business life of downtown My.
mouth. Time and again the resi-
dents and the businessmen have

complained to no avail.
By the sametoken the'C & O

Railroad has complained of the

heavy fines it has been asked
to pay because of violations of
the city ordinance that limits

delays to five minutes.

It was to get some sort of
order out of chaos that the

Mail & Observer sponsored a
meeting of all concerned al-
most a year ago.

Since then the survey has
been made and the data studied

with the hope of providing a
solution to the problem that is

unique in the state of Michi-

gan inasmuch as the Plymouth

area has nine rail crossings.

HERE ARE the findings and

conclusions of the Wayne County
Road Commission Planning Dis
vision:

SHELDON ROAD--The Shel-

don Road crossing experiences
some long delays and the sec-

ond largest number of vehicle

minutes of delay. Especially

with the expectation that Shel-
don Road will become an in-

creasingly important thorough-

fare for the City and Township
as a major exit from M-14,
an underpass could be justified
at this crossing.

STARKWEATHER -- The

Starkweather crossing expert-

ences the largest total delay

time, but because of a lower

traffic volume it is only third

in vehicle-minutes of delay. An

underpass would probably not
provide as much benefit here

as at Sheldon or Main.

MAIN STREET--The Main

Street crossing experiencesthe
largest amount of vehicle-min-
utes of delay, because of its

large traffic volume and long

delays. From the standpoint
of the City, this crossing
would seem to have the most

justilcation for an underpass.
FARMER STREET .. Al.

though the total delay time is

larger at the Farmer Street

55 Rail
The results of the

survey rnade public
revealed the startli

the C&0 trains wer€

violations of the cil

in one week.

f i.

Ply Ir
Plymouth is going to get its

first "mini- mall" and the

northwest corner of Ann Arbor

Trail and Main Street wilt take

on a new look within the next

several months.

Under the plans announced

Monday by Lew Goddard, owner
of the building recently vacated

by the D&C Co., the space

School'l
About 80 persons--repre-

senting a cross section of bus-

iness, government and citizen

group leaders--listened as

three af the top Plymouth School

M cKeon H eads,
Incinerator

Committee
City Commissioner James

Mci<eon has been named chair.

man of the incinerator com.

mittee.

His appointment, made by
Mayor James Jabara, was apl
proved by the City Commis-
sion Monday evening.

Since the Leadership Con.
terence last spring City Man-
ager Richard Blodgett had been
chairman of the group that has

been working with the City of
Livonia officials toward acorn-

bined plan.

Violations
·ail crossing been heavil,

on Monday 'tions contin
g fact that
guilty of 55 During th
0 ordinance vey these vi

ed: SheIdor

·dinance, no weather 8, 3
r than five er Street 5,
he C&0 has and-five at

WED FOR CORNER OF MAIN AA

:ts First
A new entrance, to the north,

will be built on Main Street

and immediately inside there

will be an eight-foot mall. Each

of the four new tenants will

have its shop entrance on this
mall and there will be all sorts

of display cases on the north
wall.

The Wig Shop is a new bus-

Ming' Pr
ASSISTANT Superintendant

William Harding pointed out

that right now middle school
#3 on Ann Arbor Rdnear Canton

Center should be completed for

the first of September 1968.
The next school for the future

is high school #2 which hasny

yet come out of the complete

planning stages,
In general, Harding summed

up the feeling of planning with
children in mind. He said that

the board believes that chil-

dren who play and live near
each other should go to school

together.
When districting, 'te never

take just one side of street
but take both sides." He said

that he felt that children tended

to play with other children
across the backyard.

The other thing they watch
for is to never have a child

go by one school to attend
another. This takes· the child

out of his way and gives him

New Draw Due

By Draft Board
Local Draft Board 102, which

covers Plymouth, Livenia, part
of Westland and part of Redford
Township, is scheduled.to meet
Wednesday March 6.

The purpose of the session
will be to choose those boys
for the April draft call-the
largest So far this year.

thi

1 ANN ARBOR TRAIL.

"Mini-M
iness spreading out from a
residence activity. Wayside

Gifts is moving from Ann Ar-
bor Road and McC lumpha and
McCormick's YardGoodspres-
ently.has a store in Farming-
ton.

The re.modeling of the bust-
ness corner is the first major
job being done in the Main

)ves Big
extra harrassment for notht:2,
Harding added.

Assistant Superintendant
Earl Gibson explainedthebulld-

ing progress and attendance
areas for the elementary
schools.

He said·that elementary

school #9 on Canton Center Rd.
near Ann Arbor Rd. is sched-

Senior Hoi

Given Anol
After meeting with the fed-

eral omcials in Chicago last
week Clty Clerk Gene Sllder
and William Stlvis, Chalrman
of the Houslng Commission are
more confident than ever that

the Plymouth Senior Citizens
Housing project Will proceed
25 *lawled during the summer.

For $ time it was feared

that the design and construe-
tion would have to be changed
to stay within the bounds of '
the federal grant of $987,000.

The City Commission was
told at the last meeting in Ply-
mouth that the construction

would have to be of frame and

aluminum siding instead of
brick veneer.with small rooms.

At that time the Commission

went on record that such con-

struction would not be suitable

on the proposed site in thersa

will be divided into four Sec-

tions and four new businesses

will spring up where only one

crew before.

The new quartet will include:

Mr. Ray's Wig Shop
McCormick's Yard Goods

Wayside Gift Shop
Home Appliance Shop

'-'own Me
administrators forecast what

could be expected for the dis-
trict in the future.

It was the first meeting of
the-Plymouth Cc.... ilmity School
Colmcil, which was formulated
by the Board of Education to
establish direct communication

between the school board and

the communitytokeepthemboth

informed of the other's activi-
ties and desires.

Superintendant James Ross-
man explained/that the School
Board must plan and estimate
the coming, student population

.far in advance of even a house

+ being built. Therefore, he said,
."we keep in contact with gov.
ernment officials."

Rossman pointed out that the
School board tries to find the
trends in the community and,
then follow them as close as

possible so thattheboard meets
the requirements of the com-
munity.

In Week
f fined, but the viola-
ue.

ie week of the sur-

Lolations were report-
i Road 18, Stark-
dain Street 13, Farm-
Ann Arbor Trail 6,

the other crossings.
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HERE'S NEW LOOK PLANI ID

touth Ge [all"
Street block for years and

coming at a time when at
areas also are projecting

lifting moves.

On Ann Arbor Trail, t!
merchants soon will star

the covered Side walk prog

and within days the John S
Men's Store will occupy

space vacated by Davis & 1

7 € Success
uled to be completed Se;
and he was hopeful thatthel
would proceed on schet
Barring any labor strikes
added, things should goas;
ned.

THERE ARE always n

elementary schools in

Continued On Pa,

ising P la
ther Boos

of the Christi=,Sclence Cht

And there were fears tha

project maybe dropped.
Then, following an ins

tion visit of a project in R

ville, being built under

is termed a •,turnkey
gram", hopes soared fo]
original plan in Plymouth.

Under the "turn key" :
the City would invite a b
er or developer to dest

plan amd offer it If it
within the bound of the fe

grant the City would havi
I

right to use the govern'

money to pay the develc
0 Under this plan costs ari

considerably in that it eli
'ates the need for the ct

employ an architect.
According to the 01 It was to discuss these f

delay shall be longe that Slider and Stlvis met

minutes. Each year t the Housing andurbanDev,
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