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To No Avail

The Coast Guard station at Muskegon has

reported its search for a 21-year-old Plymouth

High School graduate, who apparently was

swept off the breakwall by high Lake Michigan
-|_waves, has been taitile. The bodX of a second

-man who drowned in the same tragedy was
recovered.
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Skating Time

Work on half a dozen natural outdoor
skating rinks in the city and township of
Plymouth got unddr way when the tempera-
turf dipped within recent days. Their locations

are tld in Plymouth Brevities. -
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Festival Grows

The face of the Fall Festival will be
changed next September, and, in effect, Main
Street will become an entertainment
concourse from Kellogg Park to the area of the
new Cultural Center. Ramificationsof the new
plih are discussed in Bifocals.
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Who's He Mira

Thatmay beanunfamiliar nametoadult
readers, but a lot of youthful drug users in
Clz-ierverland know it asthe place where they
can get help in Inkster. Local officials are
helping Inkster get, more outside funding for

the work.
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Off The Tax!

The Wayne COunty Board of Supervisors
has new power toi levy a hotel-motel tax ta
finance a downtown Detroit stadium, but one
suburban innkeeper is certain he's going to be

" hurt -what with competitors going up just
over the county line.
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Amusements . sB

Bowling . . 8A
Churches in Action k.

Classified Want Ads 1-78B

Dateline Outdoors .4- 8A

Deaths and Funeral$ 5A

Sports -- Prep and Pro ...... 8-9A

' Spotlight on Women 7A

Turf Tips & Quips 8A
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Jnuary nwans many thigs to many people k means winter E
sports. winter sales and the beginning of a brand, spanking L
new year Read about the SpOrts. the sales and what your 9
friends ad neighbors age plianing for 1972 in today'$ Ob- |
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Rossman's Reply To Board:

'Injunction,”"Jalil, "Da ages

ByFREDDELANO

Deposed School Supt. James
H. Rossman let the Board of
Education know Thursday
that he's ready for a bare -
knuckle fight over his unex-
pired contract when, through
his attorney, he presented a
formal seven page reply to
board charges, stressing:

1. That unless the Dec. 13
dismissal motion is rescinded,
an injunction will be sought in
Wayne County Circuit Court to
restore him to his $28,000 - per

year - post and guaranteeing
him a public hearing.

2. That the four members
of the school board who voted
affirmatively Dec. 13 for his
discharge violated the
Michigan School Code and are
subject to prosecution, facing

punishment by fine and im- ROSSMAN AND his at-
prisonment in jailif convicted. torney hope to meet with the

3. That. if his legal position board prior to its regularly
is correct, the conduct of the scheduled meeting Monday
Board of Education will cost night, opening the opportunity
taxpayers of the ' Plymouth for settlement, but if he is not
School District "far in excess reinstated as superintendent
of :100.000" as compensation action will t,e started Tuesday
for breach of contract, under -piovisions of the
reduction of retirement Michigan Teachers' Tenure
benefits and damages to his Act.

professional reputation. Allen’s letter said. "We

believe that Mr. Rossman has

Rossman is represented by ,tenure as a superintendent of
H. Rollin Allen of the Detroit r schools with the Plymouth
legal firm of Kiefer, Allen, Community School District.
Ryan & Uhl, who declared in Even if this position is
his letter to Mrs. Esther L. ultimattly judicially deter-
Hulsing, board president, with mined to be incorrect, there is
a copy also delivered to board no question but that he does

Edward F, have tenure as a teacher with
the district.™

attorney

Draugelis:
"We have advised Mr.

Rossman that the action of the In demanding that Rossman

board was illegalL"” be restored to the payroll,

IT WAS A GREAT MOMENT in Plymoulh's recreational history
Wednesday when Mayor James B. McKeon brokeground for the $ 1.5
million Cultural and Recreation Center. a structure whose. multi-purpose
facilities will include Plymouth's first enclosed ice rink. Township, schbol

board. municipal, civic and construction leaders joined in the ceremony.
Observer photo by Bob Woodring)
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will be given a new dimensidf

Wednesday when radio station

1N

is entirely an entity of the The station will have

school system. alistening rattius of about six
miles, which is sufficient to

Plans call for the station to cover the entire 54-square

WSDP, located in Plymouth be on the air from 12 noon until mile school district.
# m—

igh School, goeés on

e air.

p.m. Mondly through

Friday. Except for faculty MRS. BONNIE DORE of the

The 10-watt WSDP is a FM supervision. it is being staffe4 J}IS faculty has the role of
station that will be found at entirely by students. Their station general manager, a,id
89.3 on the FM dial. It has been excitement about finally going underher direction a "dry run
licensed by the Federal on the air stamps this as the of all student functions has

Communications Commission most important moment of been under way since the start
as an educational station and their school careers. of the fall semester.
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THERE IS NEW REASON for excitement at Plymouth High School this
week. for the student radio station. WSDP-FM. will go on the air Wednes-
da#. Manning daily programs (left) are Jeff Howell. production director. and
Barbara Chlopan. assistant general manager. Mrs. Bonnie Ddre. PHS faculty

Allen claimed that under state
law:

"If suspended from (active
performance of duty, a
teacher's salary is to continue
during such suspension. There
is no provision in the Tenure
Act for discharge before a
hearing. Nevertheless, he

(Rossman) is no longey on the
payroll.”

It also was charged that the
board acted incorrectly in
discharging the , superin-
tendent "before charges were
prepared, without notice and
without a hearing."

ANOTHER assertion was
that "the conduct of the board
was in direct violation of the
Code of Ethical Procedures

governing relationships of
members of Board of

Education and superin-
tendent, as jointly adopted by
the Michigan Association of
School Administrators and
Michigan Association of
School Boards. «

The letter concluded: "If
our legal poition is correct,
the conduct of the Board of
Educatign is illegal and the
taxpayers in the district will
be compelled to pay Mr.
Rossman damages, which we
estimate to be far in excess of
$100,000.

"These damages include
compensation for breach «
contract, reduction of
Michigan Retirement
Benefits, and damages to the
professional reputation of Mr.
Rossman. Whatever the
amount, neither the taxpayers

nor Mr. Rossman will ever

receive adequate com-

All Signhals

Sale of $1..5 million in
revenue bonds by the
Municipal Building Authority
and an official ground-
breaking ceremony, both
within 24 hours this week,
have erased any vestige of
doubt that Plymoulb actually
is going to have Vits long-
discussed cultural . and
Recreation Center.

Work on the multi-purpose

center at Farmer and

Th€:odore behind Central
Junior High School is now
under way, and completion is
expected by next fall.

The structure will include
an indoor ice rink. meeting
rooms and recreation
facilities for all ages. The
municipal recreation
depagtnient
headquarter there.

It is a project which is a
direct outgrowth of an ice rink
recommendation by the 1967
Centennial Committee which

also wvill

the then-mayor, James Houk,
had charged with fmding a
suitable memorial to the

centennial.

TOESDAY NIGHT the
Building Authority heard bids

from three financial in-
stitutions on the bond issue
and accepted that of the First
of Michigan Corp., which
offered to buy the bonds at an

interest rate of 5.3593 per cent.
The bonds will run until 1993.

Other bids were from
American Securities Corp., at
a rate of 5.4415 per cent, and
Hornblower & -Weeks, 5.8266
per cent.

To launch the cultural
center bond retirement
program, the city this year
earmarked 1.5 mills of its
unicipal tax rate of 13.86
mills for that purpose.

This is designed as an an-
nual committment for the life
of the bonds, and officials said
that the interest rate on the
bonds will make it possible to
stay within that levy. The
bond propsectus had set eight
per cent as the maximum the
city would pay.

MAYOR JAMES B. McKeon
ptesided over the gound.
breaking ceremony Wed-
nesday morning following a
special breakfast in the
Mayflower Hotel for those
participating in the fete.

pensation. Flirther. the
schism prlduced;h the Ich-1
district cam't pe--4 be h the
best interests el the chilleem.

The school board's only
public reaction to the Allen -
Roc=lan letter was this one
paragraph statement,
released by Vice President
John Hanskat, who has been
appointed spokesman in press
relations:

'The Plymouth community
has, by Mr. Rossman's
request, been made aware of
the detailed charges leading to
bis dismissal. Mr. Rossman
has now made his reply to
these charges public. It was,
from the beginning, our intent
to pursue this matter on the
highest professional level.
This - is still our intent. We

have no comment on Mr.

Rossman's reply."

IGOI

Among the guests 9were
Township Superviser
Maurice Breen; John JHan-
skat, vice president of the
Board of Education; J,imes
Pompo, deputy director 01 the
Metropolitan Huron CIil*00
Authority; members of the
city Commission ind Building
Authority, City Manager
Norman Gaffney, municipal
department heads and
representatives of the centers
architects, Nordetrom-
Sampson Associates, and the

general contractor, Smith and
Andrews Construction Co.

The land on which the
center is being bitilt h ovmed
by the school distrkt amd has
been leased to the city by the
Board el Educatiob at *1 a
year for 99 years.

The project was given
major impetus during 1909

and 1970, by McKeon and a

comission committee - of

Robert ,Sincock, James
Jarabara and Donald Bidwell,
and by Gaffney when he
became city manager. In-
terestingly, the ground-
breaking fellonaday which
marked Gaffney's completion
of his first year in that post.

PHS Wednesday

Approval for the un-
dertaking was granted by the
Board of Education more than

a year ago, and the station will
offer training to students in all
aspects of the radio industry
except the sale of advertising
time. There will be no paid
commercials.

Six departments have been
established. They include
news productions,
engineering. publicity. music

WSDP
F IA Radio Sta

89. 3 al

and sports.

Personnel includes

technicians, disc jockeys,
announcers, writer>™,
newscasters, sportscaster,r,
producers and programming
specialists who are planning a
variety of broadcast featuc¢e.

NEWS SHOWS wiill incl,de
school matters as well as
material from a leased United
Press International teletype.

There also will be concests
by school musical groups,
athletic contests, festivals,
dramas, interviews, record
shows and a general variety of
broadcasts both of studentand
general public interest.

Thepresent staff includes
more timn 40 students, who
have nicknamed their station

"Whiz Dipp."For some it may
be the beginning of a lifelong

career.

advisor (center). marks the ehtrance to the studio. At the right. the unsung
heroes of all broadcasting. the engineers. test equipment during a dfy run. In
this case they are Bruce Pedersen and Ddve Sigmon. (Observer photos by

Bob Woodring)




