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Spring Is Near

The temperature is below freezing, you
say? The ice still is thick enough for skating?
The windshield must be scraped if the car is
left out over night? Never fear. the first robin
has been spotted and you-know-what can't be
far away Who saw it and where is one of many
Plymouth Brevities.
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A judge Agrees

At a moment when judicial reform is being
weighed in Michigan, Bifocals suggests it
would be proper. too. to discuss establishing
an out-county branch of the Wayne County

Circuit Court. An ally has been found in Judge
George E. Bowles.
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All One PHS?

School attendance boundaries as drawn

recently bv the Board of Education have
stirred rumbles of dissatisfaction. and an

expression of that is found from a letter writer
who favors a single high school.
Page 3A

Consecration

A Plymouth church with roots going back
more than a century and a half consecrates a

new home Sunday. The story and pictures are
in our Church Section.
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Cage Districts Today

Six Observerland basketball teams find

themselves in district championship action
today:

AT FRANKLIN - GC East vs. Plymouth.

4 7:30 p.m.
AT SOUTHFIELD - Redford Union vs

Southfield, 5 p.m.

AT BIRMINGHAM SEAHOLM - Brother
Rice vs. Seaholm. 7.30 p.m

AT NORTHVILLE - Clarenceville vs
South Lyon. 7:30 p.m.

For the complete rundown of the districts
and box scores and pictures. see today's sport
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AN ON-THE-SITE inspection of the area whicti will be Michigan Ar-

train's Plymouth headq uarters from April 19 through May 6 gave railroad

and municipal officials a chance to discuss beautification plans. From left

are City Engineer Thorrias Waffen: Murray Karsten, C&O divisional super-

intendent. William Herischell, general manager of the railroad's northern

region, and Mayor Jam,es McKeon. (Observer photo by Bob Woodring.)

Railroads Turn To Art

C&€) Aids With Artrain

It didn't come about just by
accident that a railroad siding
w4AS SO easy to obtain in
Plymouth that the Michigan
Al train could be scheduled for
anj 18-day visit here, April 19
through May 6.

It didn't hurt the Plymouth
cause, for instance, that the
chiairman of the Artrain
facilities committee since it
w:gs created by the Michigan
cc,uncil for the Arts has been
Wwilliam Henschell, northern

region general manager for
the C&0O'B&O.

Nor did it detract from the

efforts of the Plymouth Fine

Alrts Council. when it

originally began eyeing the
Alrtrain project. that this city
1s one of the state's few north-
soluth, east-west railroad

cr OsSsroads.

The whole history of Artrain

shows how the name came to

be coined, for not only do its
five cars constitute a rolling

exhibit of the finest in art itself

but without the help of the
MiChigan Railroads
Association the state probably
never would have obtained

such a cultural plus.

ARTRAIN WILL be located
here on a siding adjacent to
the C&O freight house at the
Starkweather crossing. Use of
the freight house and its
covered but open-sided ext-
nesion for local art exhibits,
and of the siding itself, are
being donated by the C&O,
withdivisional superintendent
Murray Karsten as coor-
dinator. Beautification of the
site already is under way.

The railroad motif will be so

extensive during the train's

stay here that guides even wiill
engineer's
provided by the C&O.
When the Michigan Council
for the Arts was founded in
1966, the 14 railroads which

belong to the association of-
full

wear caps,

fered cooperation,

providing equipment and
expertise for the redesign of
the rolling stock.

The C&O0O donated two

passenger coaches, the Grand

Trunk Western another

passenger coach plus a
baggagi? car. and the New

York Central provided the
caboose. Whatever railroad

that serves the city for which
the train is booked provides

the engine, and before 1972 is
over Artrain will have been

hauled 2,375 miles for 23 stops.

Its longest stay of all will be
its visit to Plymouth.

Pair aved From 11 ire
By Crippled Neighbor

By EDWARD WENDOVER
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Keep Status QUO

OnNn Assessments

In City, Township

By FRED DeLANO
Forthcoming Poard of
review sessions, both in the
city and township of
Plymouth, have brought to

light the fact that property
under both

assessments
governments have remained
virtually static this year.

For property owners, this
means it will be a year long to
remember, for no major in-
crease in the tax bite is in
sight.

Board of review sessions are
scheduled each March to give
landholders an opportunity to
protest their assessments, if
earlier satisfaction cannot be
gained in conference with the
assessing officers.

In the township a year ago,
following complete

reassessment of the value of

all property in that area, the
board had the stormiest
period in years as hundreds of
persons filed appeals. A
similar scene may be in store
at City Hall in 1973, for this
summer all land within the
municipality also will undergo
general reassessment.

But for 1972, all is calm, and
preliminary information from
the equalization department
of Wayne County has let of-
ficials in both the city and
tawnship know the equalized
ratio between property in the
Plymouth area and the rest of
the county will stay just about
where it was in 1971.

TOWNSHIP property, since
last year's reevaluation, still
is considered to be assessed at

50 per cent of cash value, as

the law requires. Thus, the
township’'s equalization
“"factor” remains at 1.0.

The county considers that,
across the board, city
property is assessed at 26.36
per cent of true value, and
thus has given the city an

initial *'factor” of 1.90 com-

pared to 1.87 last year. City

Assessor and Treasurer

Kenneth Way said he was
"very pleased” with this

minimal increase.

The “factor" is the
multiplier used against the
local assessment figure to
establish the state equalized
value upon which the actual
tax rate is then applied.

The city's board of review
will be in session from 12 noon
to 6 p.m. Tuesday, March 7
and from 3 to 9 p.m. Wed-
nesday, March 8. Its members
are Bill Beitner. Carvel
Bentley and Fred Hadley.

In the township, the board
includes Mabel Pertain, Carl
Hoseir and Lloyd Sharland.
They will meet to hear appeals
from 3to 6 p.m. and 7 to 10
p.m. on Monday, March 13 and
from 9 to 12 a.m. and 2to 5
p.m. on Tuesday, March 14.

THE CITY Commission

voted last year to make a
formal request of the County
Bureau of Taxation for a
complete reassessment to
bring local property in line
with the 50 per cent theory,
and Way has been informed
that field representatives of
the county bureau plan to start
this work about May 1. Way
will work with them.

He emphasized, however,
that the reassessing will not be
done in time to have any effect
upon this year's municipal tax
statements which are sent out
in July, or upon next
December's county and school

tax statements. The new

figures will apply in 1973,

however.

WwWith assessments thus
remaining virtually un-
changed for 1972, except

where

there have been

physical improvements in
property, owners of property
can figure on continuance of
the status quo in the amount
they will be billed -- unless any
of the specific governmental
units increase,s its rate per
$1,000.

The tovwnship tax rate
currently stands at $3.50 per
$1,000 in state equalized
valuation. and officials who
already have started 1972-73
budget deliberations have
made it plain that they want to
keep it there.

City commissioners have
been equally blunt in saying
they hope to keep the
municipal tax rate at its
present $13.86 per $1,000,
although to do it they un-
doubtedly will have to apply
the paring knife to initial
budget requests.

The main element of doubt
concerns the school tax, five
mills of which expire this
June. Renewal of this will be
asked in the June 12 election,
but the boord has not yet said

whether anything additional
will be asked.

Youth Symphony Adds
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The "Trout Quintet” for will be no admission charge. Elaine Guregian and Carol
Youth Symphony mem- Lesmeister.
featured by the Eastern bership includes:

string instruments will be

Michigan University string First violin - Paul Albert, John Nichols,

Clarinet - Dianna Barber,

Laura

ensemble when it appears in concertmaster; Donna Folks, Clements, Kathy Meacham,
concert at 8 p.m. Wednesday Nina Sartori, Lynn Gardner, Nancy Horstman and Mark

ACCORDING--TWtTown ship apparently leaked into the Plymouth Youth Symphony in taway and Gail Schultheiss.

Fire Chief James Gignac, the kitchen cabinet where it was the high school auditorium.

A Plymouth Township women's crippled next door stored.
woman and her mother have a neighbor heard the explosion,
crippled next door neighbor to called firemen and then -- opened the door to the trailer, include Richard Morrison on drychx, Sue Almquist, George Cathy Prawl.
thank for resetting them when without his earle -- went to his the onrush of air began to violin, Robin Weideman (a Theos, Charles Chen and

a fire exploded in their trailer neighbors' aid.

Thursday afternoon.
Mrs. Earl Hedge, 53, and

WHEN MRS. HEDGE

- Nnight, March 8, with the David Doty, NMatthewvww Pit- Chatterly

Bass clarinet - Tom Owens.

Second violin -- Lisa Toth, Alto saxophone -- Bob

Kim

Garthe,

Members of the ensemble Harrington, Marion Hein-

move the fumes, and they Plymouth resident) on viola, Cindy Fitch:

The neighbor's name was pilot light. A flash fire resulted Arthur Maday on piano, plus Smith. Rebecca Hooth, Laura
Mrs Elmer Jones, 73, both of not known. Gignac said. which spread through the H. Michael Endres, conductor Gardner, Karen Meek, Brian Bill Lucas, Dan Moyer, <"
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Two windows were blown chestra

WVill

and Brian Lockhardt.

Cello -- Laura Jender, Kevin Jeff
inclu(le Crudder, Kathy Knoph and Overhiser

Tchaikovsky's "Romeo and Sally Rocco.
Mrs. Hedge was burned as Juliet" overture, "Symphony

Bass -- Charles Wells, Libby

Gignac gave the following she stood in the doorway, and No. 24 in B-flat Major” by Glover and Brian Pen-
Mrs. Jones was burned while Mozart, "Finlandia” by nybacker.
Hedge had been using drain sitting in the trailer's living Sibelius, the first movement

section.
 can was ignited by a gas stove he couldn't believe it was the _
Amusements 6A pilot light in their trailer about crippled man next door so he out of the trailer.
Bowling 8A 5 p.m. Thursday. didn't give firemen his name.
Churches in Action 5,6A They were treated by and
Classified Want Ads | Sec B released from Garden City account of the fire:
s - apP Osteopathic Hospital. Mrs.
ports - Prep and Bro 8.9A Hedge received first and cleaner to unplug the kitchen room
Spotlight on Women .. . 7A second degree burns, and Mrs. sink. It leaked and corroded
Turf Tips & Quips 8A
burns on her head and hands, The fumes from that can firemen arrived.
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¢ Aild Police Search
X9 454
INn Store 1
& _ &% _ (4 Plymouth businessmen may

14..,.4

% jr be getting a shock when they

_¢1 open their mail and see the

VWHEN YOU USE
®EO*{PUNOD
59%00(0 n

faces of two desperadoes
staring at them.

The composite photocopies
of two men who held up
Beitner Jewelry Store, 904
West Ann Arbor Trail,
Monday afternoon, are being
sent out by Plymouth police
and the Chamber of Com-
merce in the hopes that they
may foil another robbery
before it happens.

According to Lt. Roger
Vanderveen, who investigated
the Beitner robbery, the two
men escaped with about $500
in cash and an undetermined
amount of jewelry.

The composites were made
by the Identification Bureau of

L

the Wayne County Sheriff's
office from the descriptions
given by Beitner clerks who
were held at bay by the

bandits.

The first man is described
as about 30 years old, six feet
tall, 200 pounds with dark hair.
He was wearing a dark coat.

The second bandit was
about 30 years old, five-feet,
eight-inches tall, weighing 160

pounds, blue eyes and sandy
hair with a small mustache.

He was wearing a brown

leather jacket, white T-shirt
and dark pants.

Plymouth Police Chief
Timothy Ford asked anyone
recognizing the two men to
call the Plymouth detective

bureau.

"Scarborough Fair.” There

PLYMOUTH MERCHANTS have been

warned of this pair, who are sought by police in

f*

Kathy DelLano.

Bassoon - Sue Desch and

French horn -- Dan Kabel,

Steve Hawkins, Steve Pylkas

were ignited by the gas stove Mrs. Jill Harris on cello and Viola -- Liz Moehle, Barb and Kerry 041€h.

Trumper-- Jean Moorehead,

_ y
- 14333 EIm St, located in a because when Earl Hedge trailer and burned two chairs, of the symphony, on double Bennett, Janice Macqueen Person and <™ madsman

Trombone -- Jerry Moyer,
Kelterborn, Jack
and Paul
Bacheldor.
Tuba -- Doug Sartori.
Percussion -- Jim Person,

David Vaughn, Bill Sweeney,

Flute -- Linda Lowing, Jim Scholtz and Jim Purins.
from Franz Schubert's "C Karen Routson, Jane Visser,

The fire had mostly been Major Symphony" and a Peggy Ruler and Carrie Librarians -- Nina Sartori
Jones received first degree an adrosol can of bug spray. extinguished by the time popular number of the times, LaMirand.

Oboe -- Mary Schroeder,

Piano -- Mollie Jewvell.

and Sue Desch.

Stage crew -- Dan Kabel.

the robbery of the Beitner.Jewelry store,



