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Bd. Of Ed PBuilding

By FRED DeLANO

ASST. SUPT. Melvin Blunk confirmed that

o . negotiations with the State Police have been in prog-
Within a few weeks. Plymouth Township expects ress for some time and said he sees no roadblocks to
to have the most concentrated law enforcement closing a lease, although final financial details have

A New Look

coverage in its history. thanks to plans of the Michi- not been settled.
The school board recently purchased the office

gan State Police to locate a 10-man uniformed patrol
force here.

With little proAress being made in negotia-
tions for a new contract with Plymouth teach-
ers, the board of education has agreed with the
P.E.A. on a new approach. Henceforth, board
members will join contract talks as observers.
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building at 1024 S. Mill.

Double Help

_ _ building at 454 S. Harvey, and the administrative staff
Col. John R. Plants. director of the State Police, hopes to be able to move there from the location on

confirmed from Lansing Friday that the agency has Mill before the fall semester opens.

plans to lease the Board of Education administration Supervisor Maurice Breen of Plymouth Town-

ship played a key role in bringing the parties together

"It is not locked up tight as yet," said Plants. begin this fall.

When Van Cliburn gave his recent benefit
performance at Interlochen. two Plymouth
girls were in the orchestia which provided
aceompaniment for the famed pianist. They

were Margaret Lang i)Beverly TaylQfuge 2

Lines Switched

Many Plymouth Township residents have
received notice that they now live in a differ-
ent precinct than formerly. It's all because of
the restructuring of legislative districts, which
also prompted changes in precinct boundaries.
They are detailed on a new township map
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Plymouth Elks Win

Plymouth remains on top of the Connie
Mack National League baseball division. For
the complete story. flip to today's sport pages.
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" but we want to get a patrol presence operating out of
Plymouth within a month to six weeks."

This sub-post will have a complement of 10 offi- for possible use of the board's building after it
cers for 24-hours, seven-day-a-week road patrol of became apparent that the state was going to reject a
Plymouth and Northville Townships, Plants progosal that the police post be located on propeny

explained. The building also will accommodate the 1
members of the crime lab force who now occupy the

old Detroit Edison building at Main and Church, he Seven Mile Rd. near Northville State Hosnital has C
said. been selected for the new Commanlc\; post.a\s\/oﬁ-( Waﬁ|

near Five Mile and Northville Rds.

Instead, Plants disclosed this week that A site on ' Breen and both the City of Plymouth and the Wayne
ounty Sheriff's Department Mr possible contractural

HOW LONG the planned lease between the state

WHEN MRS. FR AN BOOT H wasseh amroser alrs3CTioth: Dr. Robert Peder- 2

Nelier Too Young

A music class in Plymouth isoperating
this summer on the premise that -you're never
too young to learn.” Future Menuhins or not,
these fbur to eight-year-olds are finding that
playing the violin can be fun.
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at a Chamber. of Con mercepasm\/ednesday,
several former preside jiomeirredin the salute tomme——=and D 7. Ewmsen OfAU 1. TObserver photo by
the retiring executive secretary. From left are

senSwhn T homas e

Bob Woodring)

She Retires i fter 17 ¥ears

s the current president.

Chamter Hon )rs Fran Booth

The party given Mrs. Fran

Booth disclosed that it was

within a day of her birthday,

at the Chamber of Commerce

is Mrs. Carolyn Siefker.

AANrnmMmusermenits=s 1 A )
Booth this week for her 17
Bowling OA vears of service to the
Churches in Action , aA5.A Plymouth Chamber of
Classified WwWant P S = B — — 1-9B Commerce turned out to be
Deaths and Funerals 5A both a blrthday celebration
R and a farewell.

Focus Antiques Sec C
As business and civic

Sports--Prep and Pro 8 oA
P ) P leaders gathered for a lun-
Spotlight on Women A cheon in her honor Wednesday
Turf Tips & Quips 8A in the Mayflower Hotel, Mrs.

Clock Turns Back
For Old Villagers

Merchants of Old Village
are going to turn back the

clock next Saturday - July 22 -
- with a "Do You Remem-

ber?"” promotion that will
feature such prices of
yesteryear as penny candy
and moustache trimming for
$1.25

Doug Blunk, president of the
old Village Merchants
Association, and Mrs. Pat
Hann, who is chairman of this
undertaking, have announced
a day-long program of extra

events that will include en-

tertainment for young and old

F alike.
i The C&0O Railroad freight
1 house at the Starkweather

{ crossing will be put to use as

looks at pie safes and other antique -type

furnishings that are as popular as they are
difficult to find . For a look at the world

i at ant,ques

€ DON'T MISS TODAY'S ISSUE! |

the site of old time movies at 1

and 3 p.m. Admission will be
five cents, and there also will

be nickel popcorn.

IN THE EVENING, the
freight house will be con-

which made the occasion

doubly appropriate.
Mrs. Booth has retired from

her

"WE ARE here to honor
Fran for her long years of
service to the Chamber, and to
hear her advice on how we

role as executive

secretary and henceforth will
divide her time between
Plymouth and lllinois where
her daughter, Barbara, and
family reside. Succeeding her

may survive a few years
longer,” commented John
Thomas, president of the
Chamber. "Fran Bgoth and
the Plymouth Chamber of
Commerce are one and the
same thing."

After the presentation of a
gift. Mrs. Booth told the
group, "There is no way | can
find words to express my
appreciation for this party and
the privilege of working for
you."

She expressed her gratitude
with a dance from 9 p.m. to "for all the encouragement
midnight. Admission will be $1 and trust you have placed in

er per¥,h and there will be me through the years," ad-
ive music and refreshment. ding "I will never forget you."

Old Village - known to On the professional side, she

Plymouth natives less urged increased participation
ceremoniously as "lower in chamber affairs "to make

town" - basically is that this an even greater Plymouth
northeast area of the city in the future.” -
dominated by Starkweather, MRS. BOOTH has lived in
Mill. Spring, Liberty and the city for 26 years, and twice
Pearl Streets. has been struck by tragedy
Strolling  nusicians, during the last four.
sidewalk portrait stalls, Her -daughter, Jacquelyn,
Keystone cops, outdoor sales and her husband both were
racks, artists' booths, games, killed in 1968 when a motorist
an apple dunkil€ contest for ran off Five Mile Rd. and
youngsters and a bake sale all crashed into their home in
have been arranged for this Livonia. Then, in May of this
old fashioned mercantile year, Mrs. Booth's own
endeavor. husband died at the age of 65.
Employes of the various Since the tragic incident of
stores and shops are being 1968, Mrs. Booth has cared for
encouraged to dress in her two grandsons who were
costumes of the '908, including orphaned by the freakish
calico dresses and bonnets for accident. The boys now are six

the ladies. and nine.

verted to a ball room of sorts

Mrs. Booth grew up on Long
Island, but she .and her
husband had been living in
brookfield, ill., when they
moved to Plymouth. She has
been a vital force in chamber

affairs since first joining the
staff in 1955.

Volunteer Fire

Help Is Needed

Plymouth Township still
needs volunteer firemen for
daytime fire runs, according
to James Gignac, township
fire chief.

Gignac said he needed "as
many as | can get. If one good
one comes in, lll hire him. If
six come in, we can use them
all.™

Daytime volunteers have
always been tough to get in
this area, but with the
economy the way itis, it's
even toughter, Gignac said.
Many men who would nor-
mally be on afternoon or night
shifts are on day shifts. Af-
ternoon and night time shifts
don't exist or are very skimpy
in today's economy.

Volunteers may not be over
age 35; they are paid for their

work. They should be
residents of Plymouth
Township.

"We will train them, of
course," Gignac said. Ap-
plications may be obtained at
the Plymouth Township fire
headquarters, Ann Arbor Rd.
at Lilly, Monday through
Friday, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.

15' a Copy

State Police Plan To Lease

and school system will run is not clear. but Blunk
indicated that it probably will be for at least one year.

with options to renew.

Plants said a minimum of renovation will be

necessary to convert the structure to police use.
including facilities for the crime lab staff. This facility

was first located here in 1970, but the present quarters

are too small.

Plants was empahtic in stating that the prime
assignment of the uniformed officers will be patrol of

the two townships.

Breen hailed the plan as one which will relieve,
at least for the time being, the township's increasing
need for police services. The township has no police
force of its own, but there have been talks between

service.

Those negotiations now will be held in abeyance
pending further indications from the State Police as
to the permanency of the Mill Street operation.

State T ests

Of Students
Rated High

By KATHY MORAN

Plymouth's fourth and
seventh graders rank in the
top third of students in
Michigan, according to results
of the Michigan assessment

tests.

The tests were administered

in January to measure the
basic skills of students. They
included vocabulary, reading,
the mechanics of written
English, and mathematics.
Results are used by the state
to measure achievement in
the 530 school districts. Within
Plymouth, the test results are
broken down by school and
used as a tool in evaluating
programs and methods of
iNnstruction. Plymouth
students were at near the
same level as last year.
Supt. John Hoben explained
the scores to the Plymouth
Board of Education last week
and cautioned board members
against drawing conclusions
from individual school scores.
A number of variables in-
fluence the statistics, in-

cluding the number of
students who took them in

students showed strength in
the vocabulary test, where
fourth graders placed at about
the 89th percentile and
seventh graders atthe 88th.

Elementary students were
weakest in reading, but were
still rated at the 71st per-
eentile. They were at the 78th
percentile in mathematics and
75th jn the mechanics of
written English.

An average of their scores
placed them at the ™h per-
centile for the basic skKills
composite achievement, with
the mean score in the state at
50.9.

Junior high students were at
the 70th percentile in the basic
skills with their lowest score
in mathematics at the Crd
percentile. They were at the
67th percentile in English and
78th in reading.

The tests indicate that the
students are among the top
third of Michigan students,
and in most tests they were in
the top quarter with scores
hovering around the 75th
percentile.

THIS; IS the third straight

each school and the number of yegr that the assessment tests

new transfer students. have been given to Michigan

GENERALLY, Plymouth Continued on Page 3A

LARRYTRUCKLYexaminesthedamage
done to a tree in Hines Park when it was struck

by lightning during Wednesday's storm. The tree
is to the rear of Truckley's home at 11601 Park-

view Dr..and the bark was ripped the full length
of the tree. Nonetheless, it is believed it can be

saved. (Observer photo by Doug Johnson)



