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Biggest and Best

There was no way of keeping track of just
how many folks attended Plymouth's 1972 Fall
Festival, but officials are agreed that it was
more than the festival ever drew before.
Among the many highlights were awards for
the standouts in window, costume, Det and
farm produce competition.
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Go, Rocks, Go

King Football returns to the local sports
scene Friday night when Plymouth High

$ I I ens
Bitocals tellsﬁy(ﬂ?e Roc% re expected to

have their most successful. campaign in a
decade.

Page 5A

Join the Family

Debate raging in the Northville area over
the issue of combining city and township into
one government h?s prompted annexation talk
of another sort among residents of the Tanger
school area. This sector lies in Northville
Township but is part of the Plymouth School
District, and steps toward cementing the

Plymouth affiliatios are under way.
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wWhtifs PRN 72

It has two meanings to folks in the medi-
cal know. You can pick up a bit of medical
jargon ¥hen you read a story about some busy
Plymoulh women in today's Women's Section.
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Youth Symphonies-

< If you'd like your young instrumentalist to
perform with a symphony, the prospects never
looked brighter than they do this year. We
have listed some of the organizations that are
looking for players.
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Withcold weather coming. you'll find less and les, time
when you can really enjoy your bike. Irs possible you've
been thinking about buying a new one next spring anyway

it so. the. smart move to make is to sell your bike
NOW instead of leaving it in the gagage all winter. The

best way to reach mor, potential buyers is with an Ob-
server Cla=*ilied Ad# Can 622-0900
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PHOTOGRAPHER BOB WOODRING of the
Observer went to the roof of the Mayflower
Hotel to capture this view of the most satisfacto-
ry arrangements of concession booths in the 17-
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year history of the Fall Festival. They stretched
all the way to City Hall, and an even greater
festival is expected in 1973.

\gain Pread

For Arnitration While
Denying Strike Threat

By FRED DeLANO

— -

Plymouth's holiday mood that brought thousands
of visitors downtown for the 17th annual Fall Festival

last weekend dissipated *hen the guests left as teach-

ers and the school board locked horns again 94-the
issues of a 1972-73 contract.

Throughout Kell¢tgg Park's multitude during
Sunday's record-breaking chicken barbecue and in a
toned-down business district Monday there was An
undercurrent whisper that Plymouth's school teach-
ers were on the verge of voting to strike.

Plymouth Education Association officials, repre-
senting the teachers, denied Monday night after
separate teacher meetings in all local schools that a
strike is imminent and said bargaining sessions will

continue.

Taken at face value, this means that under last
week's school board resolution the faculty will contin-
ue to be paid wages and fringe benefits on a day - to -
day basis according to the terms of the 1971-72

contract.

Meanwhile, the PEA took the public relations
iniative by challenging the board of education again
on the issue of submitting unsettled differences to
binding arbitration, a method of resolvement the
board has ducked repeatedly.

AS TEACHERS gathered in one school after anoth-
er to hear an updated report from their bargaining
representatives they were given a three - page state-
ment which had this opening:

"As directed by the membership of the PEA we
have expressed your offer to arbitrate all unsettled

issues.

"We believe that the facts will speak for them-

than to have to resort to collective action. (Ed. Note -
"Collective action” means strike.)

"We have presented our positions directly to the
Board of Education. Members have listened and
apparently have rejected our arguments.

"If the PEA arguments lare not valid, what
would be the risk on the part of the board of accept-
ing the decisions of an experienced, impartial arbitra-

tor of recognized competence] in the field of public
education?"

ALTHOUGH THE salary issue is only one of 10
matters which the PEA claims must still be settled
through collective bargaining, it is conceded to be the
most important. When agreement is reached in that
category, it is believed the rest will fall into place
rather glfickly -- and certainly without the threat of a
work stoppage.

The school board has offered a new contract
carrying salaries ranging from $8,500 to $17,000, but
the PEA insists the total package is too low.

"The issue in dispute on the economic question
is really how the monies available in the budget are to
be allocated,” faid Monday's memo to teachers from
their negotiating team of Bill Heath, Ray Homer,
John Ryder and Dolly Carter. A

' fln past budgets, th/e board of education hAs
allocated approximately 62 per cent of the operating
budget for teachers' salaries. This year they have
allocated 58.2 per cent, which is a loss of about four
per cent in our share of the budget. This means that
other needs for this four per cent have a higher priori-

ty in the eyes of the board than teachers*salaries.
"One of these other needs reflected itself as an

increase in the buklget as well over one per cent of the
whole budget (or the cost of 14 additional teachers)
for expansion of the administration and salary raises

selves andit is a better solution to accept arbitration for administrators."
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THESE GOGGLED men at the left. public officials Tom Waffen and Ken
Vogras, were among the,Rotarians who cooked 14.500 barbecued chicken

dinners Sunday for families like these: Mr. and Mrs. Gary Villet of Madison
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LORETTA GAI RIA brought what the judges
-thougpt wasthe cutest pettothe annual Fall

» Festivil pet show Saturday morning. her duck.

Snoopy. (Observer photo)
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EXCHANGING PLEASANTRIES of the day
as they await an appointment with nature during
the Fall Festival are these two youngsters whose
oblivion to all else transcends any sociological
problemof age and sex. Asthingsturnedout
Sunday..what with the giant mobs of people. this
may have been the best "togetherness" scene of
th¢' day. (Observer photo)

Heights and their children. as the Fall Festival drew the greatest crowd in its
history. (Observer photos by Bob Woodring)
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