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Herb Woolweaver To Retire
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The Canton Township Planning Commis-
sion Tuesday night set Wednesday, Jan. 3 as
the date for the public hearing for the
proposed regional shopping center-apartment
complex at Sheldon and Joy Rds. The meeting,
set for 9 p.m., is tentatively scheduled for
Canton High School in order to accommodate
the huge crowds that are expected to attend.
The project is being proposed by Dominic
Moceri who is seeking a rezoning change of 195
acres known locally as the Burch farm.
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Rocks Win

Plymouth upended Walled Lake Central
in its and Coach Fred Thomann's cage opener.
Now it's on to Allen Park. For the complete
rundown, see today's sport section.
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By MARTHA MAHAN

After nearly a quarter
century, Herb Woolweaver is
retiring from his job With
Plymouth public schools t to
become a tree farmer in

Northern Michigan.

He's bought 300 - acres
between Onaway and Atlanta
and built a rustic home

nestling against a hillside. A
narrow tree-limb bridge spans
a stream fronting the
homesite.

Woolweaver, a big. friendly.
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HERBERT WOOLWEAVER

talkative man, says he plans
to hunt. fish and farm trees.

But don't fool yourself that
this man who has spent the
past 40-plus years helping kids
is about to quit now.

He's already involved, and
has been the past three years,
in establishing a recreation
program for the area he plans
to make his new full-time
home. He's enlisted students
from Central Michigan
University to carry out a
recreation program for a
stipend and college credit.

When Woolweaver talks

about "recreation," he's not

confining the word to sports,
even though that has been his
forte since an athletic

scholarship put him through
Ohio University at Athens in
the late 1920s. He was a

football and track man.

"When I came to Plymouth,
it was all bats and balls," said
the free spoken Woolweaver.
"I was bored to death, and I

told myself 'I gotta do more
than this or Ret out.'
Recreation isn't just sports.
It's music and books and all

sorts of things that help fill out
a person's life."

WOOLWEAVER began with
music and from that begin-
ning grew a program of adult
education that extends from

ballet dancing to auto shop.
"Sometimes there are

people who ask why we have a
class in how to make slip
covers and drapes or how to
refinish furniture," ne said.
"But that could become a way
of earning a living for
someone who was good at it."

The National Recreation
Assn. has recognized
Woolweaver's achievements

by describing his overall
program as "one of the finest
for a small city in the United
States."

Probably Woolweaver's

most heartfelt tenet is that

everybody deserves a second
chance.

It'§ led him to go out ac.
tively to recruit dropouls in
the continuing education
program which eventually
provides a high school

diploma.
" It takes lots of counseling

and a special kind of coun-
seling," he admits, to get
many dropouts to come to
classes and to remain.

"I try to talk their language
as much as possible," he said
"I even let my hair grow
sonne.

-Getting a high school

diploma is the most important
part of education. Getting
these dropouts back into
school is helping make them
better citizens and that's the

pleasure I get out of the job."

SUPT. JOHN M. Hoben

recognized Woolweaver's

achievements along this line
in a letter.

" I do not know of a finer

person who has contributed
such a positive influence to the
lives of the down-trodden,"
Hoben wrote.

"I know of nobody that has
made a greater mark upon
kids needing a second chan -
ce."

Besides soliciting dropouts,
Woolweaver sends a letter to

every student graduating
from Plymouth high school
inviting them to return for
special evening enrichment
classes.

Woolweaver takes a close

personal interest in his
retrieved dropouts. He takes

them hunting and fishing and
has them in his home. He likes

to reminisce, too.

"I've got a one-time dropout
with his fingers on the moon,"
he claimed proudly. "He
hated English and dropped
out. Now he's with Bendix.

working on NASA contracts."
Then there's a former

Detroit Lions linebacker and

Woolweaver protege
"My wife ta music teacher)

had him in fifth grade and I
taught him in eighth grade
back when we were in Sidney,
Ohio. She called him 'The

Brat','' he laughed.
Woolweaver took the young
miscreant hunting and

fishing, talked with him and
got him on the right path.

WOOLWEAVER uses some

of his salvaged dropouts to
counsel kids he's working to
reach now. They can talk from
first hand experience.

Woolweaver's friends and

colleagues are planning
parties in recognition of his
Jan. 1 retirement. The State

Recreation Assn. in which he

has held all top offices in-
cluding the presidency in 1959.
is holding one in Ann Arbor
Jan. 7. The school district will

host another Jan. 14.

His four married children -

three daughters and a son -
will be there. So will his wife,
Marcie, who plays cello in the
Plymouth Symphony Or-
chestra and serves as its

business manager
The couple will leave for

Florida shortly after where
Mrs. Woolweaver has two

engagements to play with the
Allen Park Symphony.

There's only one flaw in
Woolweaver's plan to retire to
Northern Michigan. He's
pretty sure his wife won't like
living there. She doesn't care
about hunting and fishing and
the rustic life her -husband

enjoys, he confesses.
" I just wonder." he mused,

"how we're going to get that
piano across that wooden
bridge."

Boost, Challenge
The City Commission gave the Plymouth

High School band a double barreted boost
Mondaynight by appropriating$200 for the
Rose Bowl Tripand agreeing to match the
Tovmship. Read details on
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Res idents Win

They claim you can't beat City Hall, but
the residents in the Price Place Subdivision
won back their former zoning in hot debate.
You'll find out how they did it on
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Who Owns Bill?

The most interesting political story comes
after the election, when the victorious

congressman files his list of campaign contri-
butors. Rep. William Ford filed right on time,
and we checked the report.

Page 12B

Amusements 10,11B

Classified Want Ads Sec. D

Cooking. by Elly. 138

Deaths and Funerals ....... ....... 15B

Editorial Viewpoints ...........................................148
Home and Garden . 7.88

Observing Sports 2B

Readers' Forum 15B

Sports-- Prep and Pro.......................................1-68

Spotlight on Women · .. Sec. C

Turf Tips and Quips 68

City To Revoke
Ban On Bottles

With the knowledge that the William Decker informed the James McKeon stated, "For
ordinance would be difficult to commission, "but only if it is that reason, we put off any
enforce and the fact that other on an area wide basis. final action until the next

communities had a change of ' fIt would be unfair to try to meeting."
heart, the Plymouth City enforce the ban in the city if it
Commission Monday night wasn't in effect in the town- IF THE PRESENT attitude

took the first step to revoke ship. If this should happen, of the commission jholds,
the ban on the sale of non- customers need only cross the however, the ban Jill be
returnable bottles. city line and get the bottles. So removed.

The ordinance was passed a it is unwise to try to enforce When the original ordinance
year ago, but the effective the ban in so small an area." was passed a year ago, there
date was delayed until Jan. 1, It was learned, too, that was a general drive on to
1973. /

many other nearby areas improve the environment.
In the meantime, pressure were taking another look at Little attention was paid to

started to build up against the the proposed ban they had the ordinance until a few
ordinance, and it reached its

enacted. Many, including weeks ago when attention was

peak when the Chamber of Garden City, are considering brought to the fact that it was
Commerce announced that it

a move to revoke it entirely.
soon to be enforced. Then

was opposed to the ban. ' Others are extending the sentiment changed.
As a result the commission

effective date for another Many store owners and

ordered that a new ordinance year. shopkeepers claimed the ban
be drawn and that it be acted ' would ruin their business and

upon at the next meeting--in When the City Commission there promised to be all sorts
time to revoke the present heard of these actions, there of complaints.
ordinance that found so much was no question about The commission beat them
disfavor. revoking the ban. to the punch, however, by

"We should give the other taking the step toward the
"THE CHAMBER is in side--those who favor the ban-- revoking the ordinance at its

favor of the ban," Presider, a chance to be heard," Mayor next meeting.

We Endorse Schoci

'It's The Only
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A JOLLY GOOD FELLOW buys one of this year's Goodfellow editions
from John Johnson. one of the many Plymouth Goodfellows who braved the
weekend's weather to insure there'll be no child without a Christmas.

(Observer photo by Harry Mauthe)

1 Bond Issue:

IE you like
"things"

Possible Answer'

But in the special School District election next
Monday, no such emotional factor will be present,
even though the issue is comparable.

2· 97 ·

the kind of things
that most young
people like...
things like
cameras and

wheels and

sound...then

you'll enjoy

making it a habit
of reading the
Observer.

You'll find

the things you
like...at the price
you want to pay!

If all of Plymouth's schools suddenly were to be
destroyed, dispossessing our 10,900 students, no doubt
the citizens would rally to the cause immediately.
Despite the degree of personal sacrifice, they would
see to it that the schools were replaced. Even our
most negative thinkers would not condone a school-
less community,

This is a district into which new families are

moving daily at such an accelerated rate that every
professional projection says school enrollment will
reach 13,000 in 1973, 15,000 in 1974, 17,000 in 1975,
19,000 in 1976 and even then the end to the growth
will not be in sight.

Since all existing school facilities will be filled to
capacity within the year, just how arewe going to
accommodate all those new pupils?

YOU MAY NOT like the only possible answer,
but if living in the Plymouth area was an attractive
lure to you, how can you say it is not the same to
others? There obviously will have to be more school
buildings, and under the law they can be financed
only one way. As the law stands, this must be done by
a tax against property.

The school board is asking voter permission to
issue $21 million in bonds to provide the necessary
new structures, and it would be hiding one's head in
the sand to say they are not necessary. This would
increase the debt levy and your individual tax respon-
sibility, to be sure; but the sad truth is that there is no
other way to get the job done.

The sense of rebellion against ever-increasing
taxes is as real to the management of the Mail &
Observer as it is to all home and business owners. Yet

how in all good conscience can we use that as an
excuse for saymg that 19,000 youngsters should be
stuffed into quarters adequate only for two-thirds that
number?

Our board of education will hive no other choice

but to come back agah and again N bo=ling•defeat-
ed Monday, but no matter what dbbons they me to
change the looks of the package the interior i-e will
remain the same: The more students we have, the
more dlisroon,0 we must buill

The essence, then, is that logic demands a "Yes"
vote Monday, but we say without equivocation to this

and future school boards that such trust must be
returned.

IF OUR FAITH in Plymouth's fine educational
tradition is to be upheld, then not only will future
student generations have facilities equal to those of
the past but our educators themselves will enforce the
greatest possible economics consistent with our
educational standards.

They also will build with efficiency in mind, mot
glamor. They will use the lessons learned in the
Plymouth-Salem High School construction travesty to
keep a tight rein on architect and contractor.

Further, they willexamine ways of pltting exit-
ing structures to eva greater 914 besides remewl,g
the st•dy of chinglig the schoel year to a 12-,th
patterm. Millions of dollan worth *1 glass amd

stamdim: ime in J,4 -d Ang=t reprements a
mt deficiency whiek e-es the kilien

world to skudder.

In brief, we must have more schools in Plymouth
andthus we must have new bonding approval. But let
the school board b- ---:-int now that even the most

fervent endorsemt_- --...Aday's proposal would not
infer carte blanche financial freedom. Rather, it
would be a demand for the most prudent administra-
tion Plymouth has yet known. If wecan count on that
being the attitude, then the word m "Yes."

-Plymod Mal & Observer
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