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Fibtory gardening -
Enjoying the fruits of your labors
By JANAN GUANNAM

CANTON-Residents of Canton

Township have found out that you
dont have to own an organic farm to
eat healthfully· and economically.

Rather, a garden plot provides a
stunmer's worth of fresh vegetables,
at a cost of a few hours a week of
hoeing, watering and weeding.

In an effort. to retain a bit of eoun-

try living within a fast-growing com-
Immity, the Canton recreation depart-
ment has provided 320 garden plots
for families or individuals interested

in testing the abilities of their green
thumbs.

Blenda Pollack, recreation director,
explained that the idea came about in
January when John Flo(lin, township
clerk, heard about similiar projects
ddne in the Ann Arbor and Taylor
communities

"Dick kwiston, a developer and
owner of the 20 acres located at War-
mn and Lilley Roads, gavetherecrea-
tion department permiggion to use the

land for the gardens," Mrs. Pollack
said.

"A farmer was hired to plow the
field and the /25 by 50 foot plots were
publicized on a first come first serve
basis.

' 'In a few days, all 320 plots had
been assigned free of charge," she
said.

Before the gardeners began plan-
ting, Wayne County Cooperative Ex-
tension Services held a question and
answer session on gardening prob-
lems.

"'rhe session was very informative.
Did you know that planting marigokIs
in between your vegetables keeps the
anirn.1. away?" Mrs. Pollack asked.

With a resurgence of home grown
vegetables and a new awareness of
natural-organic foods, the garden
plots are a blessing in disguise for
most gardeners.

A quick look over the gardens re-
veals a large appetite for tomatoes,
r=li•hes, corn and the old-time favor-
ite, watermelon, among the Canton
crowd.

.

Mrs. Ruth Sweeney, 44260 Village
Court, is taking advantage of theuse
of the plots and inten{Is to can a few
vegetables hum her garden.

"I love fresh vegetables," Mrs.
Sweeney said, "and gardening helps
me get away from it all.

"I want to give my grandchildren a
chance to eat fresh, right- from-the-
garden vegetables.

"I don't think Ill save any money,
but it's worth just amelling the fresh-
ness of the vegetables," she said.

Mrs. Cora Garascia, 6724 Burnham
Drive, is ettremely happy with the
garden project.

Mrs. Garascia's garden is main-
tained with the help of her three-
year-old daughter Lisa, who pays spe-
cial attention to the watermelon
plants.

"People should take advantage of
this opportunity," Mrs. Garascia said.

"It may help the grocery bill las
well as get many people toenjoythe
land.

"Most people use the excuse that
they doWt have time to keep a gar-

den, but if you enjoy it you'll find
time," she said.

Debbie'Pitera, 13,- has a garden of
her own filled with her favorites -
pmdominately corn

She doem't intend to keep the vege-
tables of her labor all to herself
though, but ?pread the good will
among relatfves.

What prompts a 13-year-old to main-
tain a garden when she couldbe out
playing sbftbell?

"It's fun. I'd like to worit dn a
farm, only with machines, not by
hand," Debbie said.

Debbie knows just when herplants
need watering by checking pieces of
clay in her backyard.

If the clay is dry, Debbie grabs the
hose and recruits a friend to head for

the gaiden andhelpher weed as well
as water.

Overall, the residents regard the
gat,len project as a big success.

*'Out of 320 gadens, there were

, three mix-ups," Mrs. Pollack
Conll-d on Page 11A
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CALL HER MOTHER NATURE. Mrs. Ruth Sweeney of Canton
showers her garden of flowers and vegetables. (Staff photo by
Harry Mauthe)

i Year 'round school alternatives eyed
ily SUSAN ROSIEK

J

PLYMOUTH-The Plymouth Board
01 Education met in executive (se-
cret) session Monday to discuss alter-

Moceri fi
against €

By W. EDWARD WENDOVER

CANTON-ne controversial "Mo-

ceri Project" is not yet dead.
Dominic Mqceri, the builder who

pnposed the regional shopping center
for the southeast corner of Joy and
Sheldon roads, has filed suit in Wayne
Coty Circuit Court seeking to over-
turn the Canton Townshid board's
veto of the remning needed for the
project.

The suit, which seeks to have the
board's April 9 action denying the re-
moning overturned, claims that Moceri
was denied '*procedural due process
01 law" by the "emotional, vociferous
and unwieldy (public hearings on the
pmjeet) held in a circus or carnival -
like abnosphere."

natives to the "45·15" year round
school program.

88 alternate plam releued bythe
board, not inany order of preferince
are:

Eles suit

,ana,n

Filed by Plymouth Attorney Ed-
ward Draugelis, the suit further
claims that the board's action "in vot-

ing against the propose4 rezoning was
totally arbitrary and capricious and
was not based upon sound rezoning
principles or upon the basis of public
health, safety or general welfare of
Canton Township."

Later in the suit, the board's action

is described as being "based upon po-
litical pressure, whim and popular ap-
peal."

Although the suit was filed Jul*f 28,
warrants were not served on township
officials until Tuesday.

Asked if the township would fight
the suit, Township Clerk John Fk*lin
said, "I'm sure we will."
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(A) To establish a small elementary
school at East Middle School using Six
•4••grooms that have a capacity for
approximately 100 Students. The at-
tendance area would include all the

Miller area east of Lilley Road, which
is about 130 pupils.

This plan excludes those students
-t of the c=pressway, who have pre-
viously transferred to Central Elemen-
tary School, and some 20 students in
Plymouth Landing subdivision, 10-
cated on the southeast corner of War-

ren and Sheldon roa®.
Starting enrollment would be about

150 students in the new school at East

and an initial enrollment at Miller of

about 650 students. The Miller capaci-
Ty would be' allowed to grow to 690
pupils Anyincoming stu(let*sbe]fond
690 would be placed in schools where
open seats are available.

(B) Accomplish the "45-15" pro-
gram by starting with three tracks in
September. (This provide peculiar
splits and arrangements for some
tracks).

(C) Combine three middle schools,

keeping Pioneer and Central because
of their capacities as middle schools
and eslablish either East br West,
whem ehrollments could expand lom
600 to 900 pupils. (The board said this
plan creates considerable problems of
logistics and expense to the district
relative to furniture and time sched-

ules for moving).

(D) Open Miller School as sched-
uled July 22, with willing teachers,
new hirees and or administrators
available at that time. (The board
said this idea risks an inevitable
strike).

(E) Start anytime between July 22

and Sept. @ that a col*ract settlement
is reached.

"45-15" program is Icheduled
to begin July 22. However, the
Plymouth Education Assoei-
ation(PEA) has not reached a con-
tract settlement for the 197+75 school

year.

On June 14 school officials were pre-
sented a petition signed by 22 teach-
ers assigoed to the first track at Mill-
er indicating they would not teach
unless a contract is ratified.

In a statement issued with the alter-

nate plans, the board charged the
PEA had earlier accepted plans for
"45-15" as presented. They stipulated
that teachers participating in the year
round school program would be paid
on a basis of the current contract with

any adjustments made retroactive to
the program.

On June 11 the "building representa-
tive at Miller School asked the board

for a change in starting time of the
"45·15" prograni."

The board's statement reads: '* The
boad of education places as its first
priority the settlement of an equitable
contract consistent with the commu-

nity's willingness and ability to pay.
It feels that negotiations properly be-
long at the bargaining table and has
clessed its willingness to meet at
any time with the PEA."

School Supt. John M. Hoben said the
board has requested a state mediator
to presi€le over future negotiations
and the PEA has agreed to it. Negotia-
tions will resume July 8.

The board said it will continue "to
seek settlements." However, it has
spent "considerable time reviewing al-
ternate plans to 45-15."

21.11

WINNERS OF THE Jaycette# 'Plymouth Prince and Princess'
contest, Todd Blake and LorT Ann B[adzik, appeared in the July
Fourth parade. Todd, eight, will be a third grader at Miller
Elementary School, and Lori, five, will be in first grade at Isbister
Elementary School. They were chosen from among 15 finalists
while Candi Musselman and David Fry were named runners up.
The project raised $260 for the Jaycettes. (Staff photo)

Towers project reseued again

'11

New preacher in toion
THE REV. ROBERT BILLINGS JR., his wife, Sue, and their

daughter, Vanes•a. are ready to found a n- Baptist temple in
the downnown church that used to be the worship place for
Plymouth Methodists. The story of their plans is In today's
Religion Section, Page 28. (Staff photoby Bob Wood ring)
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By W. EDWARD WENDOVER

PLYMOUTH -By 84-2 vote Men-
day night, the Plymouth City Commis-
don continued the city's participation
in the Pilgrim Towers senior citizen
hotmbg proposal.

The vote, which followed lengthy de-
bate on the matter, authorized the
city to pick up the options on two par-
cels of theproperty assembled bythe
Pilgrim Towers group on Ann Arbor
Trail near the (38,0 tracks.

Voting to exercise the option were
Commissioners Norbert Battermann,
Joe Bida, John Cummings and Harold
Guenther. Mayor Beverly McAninch
and Commissioner Jolm Moehle voted

Illst the resolution. Commissioner
Robert Bineock was on vacation.

aty Manager Fred L. Yockey rec-
on,nended that thecity terminate its
involvement in the project because
"there are too many unceltainties
and too much *eculationto remain in-
Volved."

This is the tlird tinie the city has
come to the rescue 01 the Pilgrim
To•mgroup bpicki upexpiring
optimis on parcels in the ,ropoied
site.

Last July the commission approved
entering into a land contract to pick
up four pArcels on the site for $65,699
and in December it picked up the op
tion on another portion of the site for
$39,496.

The city has not had topay the full
aniomt but just the interest on the
loans.

On Dec. 23 the principal on the first
loan must be paid or the contract will
be defaulted.

James Houk, executive director for
the Pilgrim Towers Non - Profit Hous-
ing Corp. told the commislion Mon-
day that the city stands to lose no
money on its participation in the proj-
ect even if the group cannot obtain
state or federal -hmding which it has
been trying to get.

He described the two parcels the
=111:Iiasion reed to Bwelimie Mo*
day night as "the heart of the proj-
ect" because of their location in the
middle of the site.

Much of the discussion about contin-

4 with the projectcentered around
eations about the group's chances
01 obtaining state flmding.

An attempt to get federal funding
for the project has apparently failed.

Houk =aid fivd criteria must be met

before state funding will be granted:
(1)The non-profit group must con-

vert ownership to a limited dividend
holsing •mciation (private corpo-
ration).

(2)Federal subsidies to the state
must be made available - an uncer-

tainty at this time.
(3)The proposed site must be en-

larged. (Houk announced Monday
night that the group was picking up
anoption onanadjacent parcel to be
added to the site.)

(4)Further information about the
non - profit group's qualifications had
to be submitted to the state.

(9)1he city commission, because of
its participation in the project, must
agree that it will turn o¥rits pareels
and agree to a taxabatement struc-
tuip for the project.

Asked when the project could re-
ceive state ftmding approval, Houk
said a state housing official said it
couldbe Aug. 1. "But my past expe-
rienee has been they don't always do
what they say," Houk added.

The Pilgrim Towers director also
said that should the project fail
throt* lack 01 hmding, the property
would be mold and the city would be

.

reimbursed for its expenses and any
rern.ining funds would be "returned
to the city to spend as it sees fit for
the elderly citizens of the commu-
nity."

The commissioners discussed several

questions about the project.
' Illis thing gets out ofhand by our

inability to f#low it and getthe facts
we need," Guenther said.
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