PLYMOUTR--VAth olne,al ag%rov-
al folthecm.. the city may be h.al-
ly movi,0 towarl the first realsteps
m developme* 01 a downlown loop

aty con,nasioners voiced their ten-
tative appival Tuesday night to a pre-
bmi,ary six-point traffic study by

Red. Cool and Michalski. Traffic En-
agh.'1
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PASSING OVER THE KEYS to incoming
lownsh,p treasurer Joseph West is retiring
Plymouth Township Treasurer Mirs. Elizabeth

Thestudv will cost thecityanesli-
mated j3_53.380 and will be completed by

Dec 3

In disclissions following a meeting
on the city's audit report. the commis-
sim heard recomme,-tiom by City
Manager Fred Yockey to go ahead
with the study atter approval at tbe
next cornrnission meeting.

Cornmissioner Harold Guenther ex-

pressed emeerns over whet}Er the
propogal by the elneerk would in-
ch,de a stu* 01 parking faches. stat-

ing "this study cannot be dis-
=ociated from parking."

He aho questioned whether the pro-
posed study vouldprovide the.neces-
sary information for the com-
Mnission to reach a decision on the

project. 'l just want to make sure we
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"Pinky" Holmes. Her retirement ends a career
of 21 years at the financial helm of the town-
ship. (Staff photo by Art Emanuel)

The Plymouth City Commission
voted to add a touch of class to the
alley on the perimeter of the Central
Parking Lot by giving it a name at
Monday night's meeting From now
on the area will be known as Joppa

Place

Tex Thoman of the planning com-
mission told the commissioners that
the members of his commission pick-
ed the name after viewing an 1820
plat map of the area that later be-
came the City of Plymouth.

-The communky around Ann Arbor
Trail and Main Street was called Po-

dult:' said Thoman. While another
one at Mill and Main was called

Joppa. apparently after the Old Testa-
ment seaport. Joffa

The planning commission pre-
ferred Joppa." said Thoman.

Re commissioners also voted to
make Dec 10 the date when an
amendment to article XV of the city
code concerning rights-of-way for fire
fighting equipment goes into effect.

At that time. the planning commis-
sion will assume the power to ask
those seeking site plan approval that
they provide room for fire fighting
equipment and other emergency ve-
hicles to travel deep into their proper-
ty to fight a fire.

Thoman noted that this amendment

would not correct the problem of

access of fire engines to existing in-
dustries and businesses. only to new

ones

Occupying much of the commission-
ers' time during the meeting was the
request of former commissioner
George Hudson that the city pay the
more than $2.000 cost of repairing and
cleaning the sewer connecting his

house at 706 Burroughs with the sewer
system

Jack Ashton, an attorney represent-
ing Hudson. maintained that the re-
pair t work was done on a part of the
sewer which is owned and controlled

by the city and should be maintained
by it.
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PLYMOUTH-In penods of inflation

it's sometimes mee to know that
you've saved some money. and that
was the word the city commission re-
ceived. I'hrough the efforts of the
city's accot,ting staff. this year's city
audit cost $3.000 less than last year's
The 1973-74 audit report, prep red
by Sutherland and Yoe. Certified Pub-
lie Accoulants. cost the city $8.175

this year compared to last year's fig-
uire 01 $16,475

It showed an increase in revenues
of $75.541 more than was budgeted
and also a decrease in expenditures of
0.499 in the city's general operating
fi,14 When combined with last year's
1-1 balance it left the city with a bal-
ace of $136.472 entering the 197+75
fmcal year That is an increase of
more than $14.000 over last year.

The report showed that revenues
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over budget projections included:
taxes which were up by approx-

unately one per cent for an added
$20.000. service fees up by 50 per cent
for an added $8.200: fines up by more
than 40 per cent to add $28.000 over
the budget. and miscellaneous in-
comes including interest and rents up
by 12 per cent for an added $20.000

Budget savings were reflected in a
nearly $10.000 reduction in expected
expenditures for the city commis-
sion-a drop of more than 20 per cent
and a nearly 10 per cent reduction in
attorney's fees for an $1.100 cut.

Slight re(kletions were also noted in
the clerk's expenditures. police depart-
ment and department of public works.

Areas of the general fund that went
over included the district court which
was up by five per cent for an added

$1000: city engineer which was up by
more than 10 per cent for an amed

$1.500 and the library added eight per
cent to its beeleet and spent an addi-
tional $2.800

Other departments going over in-
cluded the city manager. treasurer
fire department. safety inspection,

street lighting. playgrods. and rub-
beh and garbage.

While it isn't ruming in the black

6C yet. the city commission did learn
15£ that this year's loss at the city's cut-

tural center was only about half of

160 last year

The net loss totaled $37.993, while

2-5D last year the figure was at $71956

15A In presenting the audit report the
8-98 auditors made several recommenda-

50 tions for chal€es in city proce€ktres
1-7C Atthe topol the list was a suggestion
1-5B to u-ntory some 01 the fixed assets.
138 like old <Ik* machines and other

4£ smaller pieces 01 office equipment,

pha 10,1/ older storage buildings.
Somewhat related to the request for

a more complete inventory was a sug-
gestion to increase the amount of
money budgeted for equipment re-
placement. City Manager Yockey ex-

plained the current replacement budg-
et was based on a dollar-for-dollar

basis. which does not take care of in-

flation when a piece of equipment or
vehicle is retired from service.

David MeWilliams. a representative
of the auditing firm. suggested the
commission consider a figure of 1.25
times the actual cost of the item. He

explained that figure could be reduc-
ed at a later date if inflation was not
as severe

Other recommendations included
the adoption of specific policies con-
cerning the use of purchase orders;
that two members of the city commis-
sion’'s auditing committee sign all
bills for payment as outlined in the
city charter: and that cash register
nceipts be given at the cultural cen-
ter and all shipments from vendors be
counted and signed for at the center.

Deadlines

mov ed up

Because of next Thursday's Thanks-
giving holiday. deadlines od Observer
& Eccentric Newspapers will be

moved forward for the next two edi-
tbils.

News for next Monday's edition
rmal be received by the Thursday
(today's) mail.

The papers during Thanksgiving
week will be published on Wednesday
in,ted of Thu,day. All deadlines are
moved up 24hours.News rmt be re-
ceived by the Monday mail to be in-
Cludrd in Wednesday's editions.

don't come back with just half the
story," Guenther said.

Yockey noted he had seen the firm
perform when he was city manager in
Mkiland, adding that they will bring

"professionalism" to the study of the
road's feasibility.

Yockey assured commission mem-
bea that the firm does not tell their

clients "what they want to hear" but

Plymouth, Michigan

Township

are very factual in their analyses.
The six points of the study include:
-Given the objectives of the loop

mad, determine the adequacy and

practicality of the logp road.
-Determine if it is feasible to test

the loop road using the existing street
system.
-Determine the feasibility of
staged development of the loop road.
-Recommend the compatibility of

New Loop Road study to begi n

a bike route with the loop road.
-Determine the need for a signal
at Ann Arbor Trail and Union Street.
-Determine if detailed study of any
part of the loop road is warranted.
With no members voicing any nega-
tive comments on the proposal Com-
missioner Norbert Battermann st:gges-
ted the item be placed on the next

meeting agenda for the commission's
official consideration.
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goodbye to'Pinky’

By W. W. EDGAR

PLYMOUTH-One of the most popu-
lar and most knowledgeable com-
binations in county and township gov-
ernment was broken up. officially.
this week when Mrs. Elizabeth
Holmes. Plymouth Township treas-
urer for the past 21 years, retired and

turned the keys over to her succes-
sor-Joe West.

For the past 15 years Mrs. Holmes
was the leader of a trio that included
Mrs. Helen Richardson, present town-
ship clerk, and Mrs. Janice Birkel-
baw, and it was considered the finest

group in any one office in the sub-

urbs

Aside from their duties as treasurer
and clerk, Mrs. Holmes and Mrs.
Richardson sat on the board of
trustees where they served with dis-
tinetion for more than a decade.

With due respect to the men who
held the supervisor's post. it often
was said in the township, "When you
have a problem or want anything
done. see 'Pinky.' or Helen. Mrs.

Place

City Manager Fred Yockey. in a let-
ter to Hudson, referred to a section of
the city code stating that "the cost of
all repairs. maintenance and replace-
ment of existing building sewers and
their connection to public sewers shall
be borne by the property owner."

At the end of his letter Yockey de-
nied Hudson's request for payment.
However. after listening to both sides
of the matter. the commission voted
to refer the matter to city attorney
Charles Lowe for further study.

Two reports submitted to Yockey by
Police Chief Timothy Ford and deputy

city clerk Linnea Salow included
items of interest.

More than 600 batches of Halloween
treats were examined on Oct. 31 for
metallic contamination by a machine
provided by the I'l'T Corp. with no con-
taminated goods discovered.

The deputy city clerk announced
that there was a 58.8 per cent turnout
in Plymouth at the last election.
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Holmes long has been known by offi-
cials and friends as 'Pinky' and the
nickname became a token of esteem

and the signal that her treasurer's
door always was open.

MRS. HOLMES took the treasurerts

position upon the death of her hus-
band who had been elected to the
post. She served in the interim and fi-
nally was appointed to the post. She
has held it ever since.

When she took over 21 years ago the
salary was limited to fees. But in the
years that followed the position be-
came more and more important with
the growing community and it be-
came a salaried position.

Six years after Mrs. Holmes was on

the job. Mrs. Richardson came on the
scene and served under the treasurer

until she was named to the clerk's po-
sition seven years ago.
Meanwhile Mrs. Birckelbaw also

joined the clerical staff in the town-

ship office and the trio became al-
most inseparable.

Now. with Mrs. Holmes gone. there
seems to be a void and some even

have commented, the place won't be
the same without .Pinky"

Asked why she had decided not to
run for re-election after serving more

than two decades. Mrs. Holmes calmy
stated.

"l just thought it was time for a
change."

OU) host

found dead
IN Hines Park

PLYMOUTH TOWNSHIP- The

body of a newly hired WXYZ radio

personality was found in a car on
Hines Drive near Woods Drive late

Tuesday afternoon.

A Wayne County Sheriff's spokes-
man said the body of Alan Douglas.
50, who was living with a stepson in
Plymouth. was discovered at 4:45
p-m. by Wayne County Road Commis-
sion workers.

Cause of death was awaiting a re-
port from the medical examiner. The
sheriff's spokesman said there were
cuts on the man's arms.

A spokesman at WXYZ said
Douglas had been hired Nov. 12 to do
a nightly radio talk show. He started
work last Monday night. doing one
show.

He was born in Detroit but gained
his radio-television reputation working
at WKYC, Cleveland, and at Channel
5 in that city.

Douglas had been doing a talk show
Oil WiNDU, iveW | OrK, Up to a lew
months ago. the WXYZ spokesman

said.
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BEADS UKE THE INDIANS used to make

were recrlhted by Smith School art classes
under the direction of teacher Ann Depa. Stu-
dent; formed.the beads from clay dug from
. th* earth and mixed with waler and fired in a

choll Booth)

He had been living with his stepson
while seeking emplbyment in this
area. The sheriff's department is with-

holding the relative's name and
Plynnouth address.

The radio station spokesman said

Douglas had built up a big following

with his television talk show in New
York.

The station reported it was swamp-
ed with telephone calls from the New
York and Cleveland areas when news

of Douglas' death reached those

cities.

Relatives are reported to have told
the sheriff's department that Douglas

"had been despondent" in recent
weeks and was worried about his ca-

reer.

The radio station said it was in-
formed of the death by the sheriff's
department shortly after the body

was discovered.

Douglas was to have done a show
on radio Tuesday night.

charcoal fire on echool grounds for Nx hours.
Showing the before and after products are Kim
Ilve (right) and Lisa Klel. (Stall photo by Mit-
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