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, - f·,*. JThunderbird Inn gets,new owner it:

'. 1. 7 2.1,

.

M.YMOVE - 1- 01 the Th=hr-
ird/4=1=44 comt,ue.
10•cathe =*-hoteladjoiNI€
he --4-d. and rest-
.*IN** Road, .mp:*t!/
2:,Pleted *Ii,1/* dollar hoe.
clry back in Ii:*ae= bymid-lm.

A./the -mnnee gvenbytt"
&=de•Ird's new owner, De,I=
Blker, hlowing his pchase 01 the
d=numt /*cttromthe inveaton 4
ver•ined Moill/* Co. of Mim
44 h, wh- tork-4
a reflted al mmion comtruction n.
-ci.-1-47 operatlen

the Mrat ve,end in October.

Baker, 51, 11 a Mic,ally known
builder and land developer who is
Bddent of the Deame Baker Com-
pany. with cancers In Demborn He
=d h' 1•mily live In a 1*ye-old
farmhot- on Scio Church Road near
Am Arbor, and l»statu that hetas
purchiled the 11*mderbird Werests
Ihilownname-noth/ company's.

In 1172 Michigan voters elected
Baher to the University 01 Michigan
board 01 regents *ter he had =rved
previomly u an appointee 01 Gover-
mr Mmiken on the Grmid Valley

A

State College board of contpl.

WORKMEN ALREADY have provid-
ed evidence of renewed progress at
the Th,Iderbird by razing two aging
structures on what will be anew park-
ing lot, amd with theirgeneral cleanup
01 all outer propeity.

' 'Emphasis now is upon completing
roof and wall construction of the
motel Bo that portion of the buildfng
can beelosed in before the severe win-
ter weather," said Baker. "Then we
cia p ahead with all interior work,
including remodeling of the original

4.4.

t

t
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Eestaurant and barareas. through the
winter months "

The original design of restaurant-
motel complex will be retained, said
Baker, emphasizing that work had
progressed "beyond the point of no re-
turn" before the ce-tion of construe-
tion several months ago.

This will include a five-story, 200-
room motel connected with the restau-
rant and supper club area by a divi-
dat,lebanquet room withacapacity
01 It least 1,000 persons.

"The huge and dramatic swimming
pbol room will dominate the motel's
interior," said Baker. "The room

, 9 .: 5:3474 Lilli.1
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measures 110 feet by 80, and will be
35 feet in height. The interior will be
filled with growing trees and plants in
all seasons of the year, and visitors
will be able to enjoy food and bever-
age service ona broad promenade."

"The new motel will offer
Plymouth, Northville, Canton, Ann
Arbor and the surramding area the
most complete food, convention, hotel
and recreational facilities available
outside of Detroit," said Baker.

THIS WILL BE the third chapter in
the ™mderbird Inm's history since
the original restaurant was opened by
Walter Smith in 1958. After Smith's
death a short time later, the estab-
lishment was closed until taken over
in 1901 by the three-man partnership
of Arthur Koberzynski, John Kline
and Jolui Carlo. Under this manage-
ment, the Thiinderbird became one of
the most popular night spots and noon-
time restaurants in the area.

In the late '603 the triumverate de-
cided to expand by adding a aluxury
typemotel and foundagroup willing
to invest in such a venture. Work
started some four years ago, dragged
through several stoppages when the fi-
nancing didn't work out as planned,
and then halted entirely in August
1973.

When efforts to arrange revitalized

the motel close to the $6 mintom

Sources close to the transaction re-,
port that Baker 's p,chase from IDS
permits him to start from scrltch,
andthat any holdover fin=,eW oblip- .
tions remain matters of negotiatim he-

DEANE BAKER

tween the former owners, their credit-
ors and IDS.

SCHEDULED FOR OPENING by the middle of next year, the
Thundertird Inn will retain the same design as intended by the
original owners as shown in this artist's rendering. The project
was given new life this month when the $3.8 million mortgage
was picked up by Dean Baker, a nationally known builder.

financing fell through, Investors Diver-
sified Service decided to take action
for foreclosure on its reported mort-
gage of $3.8 million. Because of in-
flation, new estimates place the cost
of finishing the project and furnishing

THE FIRM which Baker heads
builds office. industrial, commercial
mui warehouse structures, as well as
developing office. industrial, and com-

.
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There's been a change
in the TA 2 ts

By W.W.EDGAR

The golden brown turkey taken
from the oven this year will be a far
cry from the bird on which our fore-
fathers lasted on that first Thanksgiv-
ing in 1821

For their celebration they went far
afteld with their muskets and re-
turned with the wild species of turkey
- a tall. lean and, bearded bird that
would scaarcely be recognized today
by those who know only the frozen.
headless. huge breasted domestic that
is found in the supermarkets.

THIS WILD turkey was somethingto behold.

It had darker and and more irri(les-
cent feathers than today's domestic
breed. It was thinner with longer legs
and a smaller head.

What's more. the wild turkey could
fly at speeds up to 55 mph per hour.
according to the researchers. and a
four-foot stride when on the run.

Compare that bird with the domes.
tic species 01 today and one can real-
ize the turtey has had a most spec-
tacular career.

The wild turkey. as our forefathers

fanksgii
folmd it in New England. was so well
thought of that Benjamin Franklin.
not only championed it as the symbol
of the national holiday. but claimed it
was a morally superior bird to the
bald eagle and attempted to have it
rr,1• the symbol of America.

This long-legged bird the Pilgrims
folnd was once described by William
Wood. a naturalist of the 1630s in this
marmer:

'*The turkey is a very large bird.
He hath the use of his long legs so
ready that he can rmne as fast as a
Dogge. and flye as well as a goose !"

THE BIRD on which we will feast
this year is a much different story. It
is mass produced. scientifically fed. ef-
ficiently processed, and does not fly.

In contrast, today's turkey spends
much of its time behind the wire
fences of the turkey farms, seldom
gets any further above the grould
than the roost. and is nurtured almost
like a child.

The modern turkey. which is the re-
sult of cross breeding for years, also
is claimed to be incredibly stupid.

Turkey farmers report the typical
gobbler can starve to death sur-

)ing bir€
rounded by food, or eat until it dies
from strangulation. It also can drown
in its own watering trough or smother
in a pileup of birds in the flock.

This great change can be traced to
man's innate desire for the white
meat of the bird.

Some years ago breeders found the
wtute feathered bird had a much
smaller breastbone than the "bronze"
variety and started cross breeding to
obtain more white birds.

At the same time it was noted the
white featherd bird, because of the
smaller breastbone, had a much
larger bosom that provided consid-
erably more white meat.

So successful has this cross breed-
ing become that the "bronze." or
dark-feathered got,bler, is almost ex-
tinet. It now is a rarely seen on any
of the roadside turkey farms.

BUT SOMETHING unusual hap-
pened along the way and made a mar-
tyr of the gob*Aer.

The hen's bosom developed to such
an extent that she cannot sit properly
on the nest for mating. As a result the
propogation of the flock is done by

means of artificial insimination.
In fact, the present trend is to to

keep the gobblers and the hens in sep-
arate areas.

Out at the Gottschalk Farm on
North Territorial Road in Plymouth
Township. Loyd Sharland walks
through the flock separating gobblers
from hens. claiming they'll claw all
the white meat on the hen's breast
and make it a second grade bird. i

At the Roperti Farm at 34700 Five
Mile, almost in the heart of Lovonia,
the gobblers are kept in a separate
area.

"I don't know much about the breed-
ing of' turkeys," Chris Skrabut, one of
the managers at Roperti's explained.
"We just b* the chicks and raise
them-several thousand each year

This year, through the breedihg
process, the white birds have larger
breasts than ever with the result that
the breast bone is almost hidden. So
there will be white meat aplenty for
the Thanksgiving Day feast.

THE LOCAL farms-and they are
becoming fewer each year-report
$1.13 cents per pound for hens and $1
for the gobblers is in keeping with the
higher price of feed and still cheaper
than beef. Some of the feed has al-
most doubled in price over the past
year.

This year's rnarket is active even at
Con:Inued on Page 11A
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FOR SOMEONE with everything, this $95 stuffed St. Bernard
will make a unique Christmas gift. (Staff photo)

Toys, games
hit by inflation
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By DARLENE SrINSON

The infla'ted price of toys may take '
some jingle out of pockets this Christ-
mas. But according to most shoppers
and store spokesmen surveyed,
Santa's bag will be as full as ever
am.*mas morning.

Toys, 'many of which are made
from scarce plastic and cardboard ma-
terials, have not escaped the in-
flationary spiral, according to man-
agers of local toy depmtments. De-
spite the price increases, whichmany
ay lag behind other spiraling costs,
the prospect of Christ,nas sales looks
as good = ever this at many toy
*OFeS.

RAY HERBERT, manager i Mont-
mmery W,rd's toy department in
Woadenand Ge/er, saida live to 10
percent jubp in toy plices 411 greet1
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1 p. n...,1..40"1 De a-uring
I yopal" of I o.ntlnuing in*hi
1 1*011,0 happ,nIngs vmhtn your
I commun14.

 Remember-your lublcripuon
THE TURKEY Irln on that firet Thal**glv- much of *I flme bihihd wlre lencee and M

receipt 18 8 ¥11-ble couponIng In 1621 v" a tall, sklnny bird becau" » will-nurturld 'ther,Iore, much lathrand tai-· worm *1.00 00 m. coet of anavod in the woods subject to unhvorable -. (Stall photo by Art Rmenuel) Obmiver & Eacint,le FamilyIleor conOns* Today' turkly 'pends r Waa Ad.i '.
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blimal dppers Ul mr.
"Prices have line up to a certain

u'l," Herbert admlts, "blt we
h-#ma#**libm.a
of other indu,trim. Ri0* now, mles
mem to be holdhig their own. We
seante bedobg *boia thes,aw Ami-
n'.1 - thil time lait year."

Jack Murphy, Seors e-tern Mich
f uoup mer,Iia:.*im manager,
04 u./.4 1.. m.y added cate-
& .-.1, ./

gories of toys. Overall. if you com-
paredoll to doll. prices haven't gone
up. One area where youll see a high-
er price is in thenew·type games and
toys that areadvertised on televi-n.
"I can think of many Sean eItulive
toys thatabout stayed the same with
about half going up 50 cents to $1. In
terms of the inflation we're having
now, that's less than the gational aver-
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