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Township backs no-hunting
4 £

By DARLENE STINSON

PLYMOUTH TOWNSHIP- The
towaship's no-hunting ordinance took
a step west of Beck Road when the
board of trustees supported extension
of the ordinance from Beck to Napier.

The board unanimously agreed to
ask the Department of Natural Re-
sources ( DNR) to conduct a public
hearing on the issue, provided estab·
,lished rifle clubs with adequate en-
closed facilities could be exernpted
from the ban.

The hunting matter was tai)led at
the board's last meeting, after a
group of residents living west of Beck
presented a petition in favor of the or-
dinance extension. to enable township
Clerk Helen Richardson to investigate
the legal procedures required for the
ordinance amendment.

According to Mrs. Richardson,
Bruce Andrews of the DNR said the

township board must be sure it wants
the no-hunting ordinance extended, be-
fore it requires a public hearing.

Supervisor J. D. McLaren and repre-
sentatives from the DNR. the Mich-

igan State Police and the Wayne Coun-
ty Sheriff's Department will conduct
the public hearing and submit their
recommendation on the ordinance ex-
tension to the board of trustees.

The DNR normally recommends
hunting bans only in heavily popu-
lated or congested areas, Andrews
said, on the basis of safety problems.

"Virtually all age groups are firing
weapons in that area at all times of
the year," said Trustee Richard Gor-
nick. "We're moving toward in-
creased urbanization, and there is a
safety hazard. Steel-jacketed bullets
will carry in excess of a mile.

"I think it would be irresponsible on
the part of the board not to conduct a
public hearing," Gornick said, before
moving for the hearing request.

If the ordinance is extended to the

township's western boundary, hunting
and target practicing will be prohibit-
ed throughout the township under pun-
ishment by a maximum $500 fine, 90
days in jail or both.

Under the ordinance. residents can
engage in archery practice on their
premises. The township hopes to
exempt the Western Wayne County

Conservation Association, a rifle club
on Napier. from the target practicing
ban.

"We are concerned about this," a
member Of the club told·board mem-
bers. "We would like you to consider
exempting pre-existing associations
like ourselves."

Board members directed Mrs. Rich-

ardson to investigate the exemption
possibility.

Most residents at Tuesday's meet-
ing were in favor of the hunting ban.

"Someone's going to get killed in
the woods near our house," said one
resident, who lives on Ridge. "I'd
love to Walk through those woods and
see some of the wildlife. But I'm af-

raid.

Robert ,Blessed, 49601 Powell,

added. "Our problem is we have to
harvest crops on our land. It's quite a
feeling when you're on your tractor,
and the buck shot is falling all over.
They shoot up the land. and then they
leave their trash all over."

One Livonia resident who owns land

in Plymouth Township said he sold
some of his land because of the hunt-

ing problem.

f

Mrs. Richardson related a message
she received fronn the DNR.

"Mr. Andrews told me closing an
area to hunting only keeps away
people who respect the law," she
said. "He said normally they would
not close farm land. He further stated
that there is a law to control tres-

passing as well as a Hunters Safety
Zone Law. which says that no fire-
arms can be used within 150 yards of
a building, unless it is by the owner of
the ptoperty."

One resident said. "It looks to me

that your problem wouldn't be solved
by closing that area to hunting. The
people are complaining about hunters
who are already violating the law."

Blessed disagreed. "I think the
board should respect the right of the
property owners west 'of Beck. This
gedtleman mentioned we should call
the Sheriff's Department. When you
do call them, it takes them about a
half hour to get there.

"Do you know how Inrd it is to re-
tain a hunter,' Blessed asked board
members. *'when he has a gun and
you haven't?"

275 around July 1, as the four
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1st leg 0]
to open i
Motorists driving from Ford to

Schoolcraft will have a little smoother

' sailing in July with the opening of the
first leg of *e 1-275 expressway.

The four mile section will prelude
the completion of the route from I-94
at the south. to I-96 at the north (near

Eleven Mile) in the fall of 1976.

According to State Highway Depart-
ment Engineer Bruce LaFrance, ex-
pressway links within western Wayne
County should be completed by t the
fall of 1977. That includes I-275 and

the Schoolcraft expressway (1-96).
The extension of the Schoolcraft ex-

pressway to Ann Arbor (M-14) is
scheduled for completion in the fall of
1978.

LaFrance said the four-mile stretch

- from Schooleraft to Ford Road is "vir-

tually completed." The freeway is
waiting for warmer weather for the
completion of the shoulders. guard
rails and a little bit of grass seed and
sod.

Construction of the remainder of the

approximately 15-mile stretch of free-
way is under way with bridge struc-
tures. drainage and grading scheduled
for this year. Pavement contracts will
be let this fall for the remaining sec-

In fire

Deadi
By DARLENE STINSON

"Don't lock yourself to death!"
That's the message the. Michigan

State Fire Chief's Association

(MSFCA) is trying to convey to bur-
glar-wary residents, whose key-oper-
ated deadbolt locks are helping to
keep burglars out and residents ih.

The locks are deadly hardware in
fire situations, the MSFCA maintains,

when poisonous gases of smoke-filled
rooms muddle the fire victim's search

for the key needed to unlock the in-
side of the bolted door.

The MSFCA has charged Plymouth
Township Fire Chief James Gignac,
Westland Chief Ralph Savini and Bir-
mingham Chief G. C. Numelley with
the task of writing a pamphlet to dis-
courage sale and use of the lock.

The pamphlet is earmarked for dis-
tribution through Michigan's schools
and insurance companies, once a
grant from industry is obtained to
cover publication costs.

"It appears to me that these locks
are putting more emphasis on mate-
Mal possessions than human life,"
said Gignac. "I can understand the
feeling that people are doing the right
thing by installing them. But there's
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MOTORISTS WILL be able to whisk along the first section of 1-
mile stretch from Ford -Road to

EI-275 ,olt locks pose hazard

..1 .. July

-V- .1' books gain popularity

tions and paving should be started in
the spring of 1976, followed by opening
of the freeway in the fall.

Tra,Felers looking for a quicker
east-west. route will have to wait one

year longer, as, completion of the 17-
mile section of the Sci,oolcraft ex-

pressway will take until fall of 1977.
At present the I-96 freeway runs

from downtown Detroit to Schaefer.

By the fall of 1976 the route will be
complete to the Southfield ex-
pressway.

The stretch of more than 15 miles

from Southfield to I-275 will take until

the fall of 1977 for completion.
LaFrance said the Schoolcraft ex-

pressway has been delayed because
one of the prime steel contractors for
both the overpasses and roadway,
Yeager Steel of Port Huron, went
bankrupt.

LaFrance said the construction

schedules were premised on receiving
all of the federal monies that have

been allocated for the projects. He
said no other delays have been expe-
rienced in either funding or work stop-
page and that construction of the ex-
pressway has been on schedule since
1-275 was begun in 1973.

so much emphasis in today's society
on crime people overlook other
}hings."

The MSFCA is Warning the locks
for four deaths in Avon Township, one
in the city of Wayne and one in War-
ren, where residents apparently could
not find the key that would open the
lock and doorway to life.

A Livonia woman was found dead

last July near the back dogr of her
condominium witti the key to the dead-
bolt lock in the door.

At the time, Livonia Fire Marshal

Ted Kovarik theorized that the

woman died of smoke inhalation while

attempting to unlock the door.
A deadbolt lock in a recent West

Bloomfield Township fire hampered a
resident from leaving his dwelling but
did not cause death. Although in-
clnclusive evidence points to the lock
in two other Michigan fire fatalities,
the MSFCA believes the locks pre-
vented persons from leaving their
homes.

According to Gignac, smoke from a
fire contains poisonous gases, such as
carbon monoxide and ammonia, that
can impair a person's ability to func-
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MICHIGAN FIRE CHIEFS are waging a battle against key-
operated deadbolt locks like these which played major roles in at
least six fire-related deaths in Michigan. (Staff photo by Bob
Woodring.) .

Township kills
M-14 hearing

PLYMOUTH TOWNSHIP-The
State Highway Department's plans for
a proposed interchange at Beck and
M-14 will not be disrupted.

That was the decision of the town-
ship board of trustees who 'voted 6-1
against the planning commission's rec-
ommendation to request another pub-
lic hearing.

The St* e Highway Department
held a public hearing on the proposed
interchange 10 or 11 years ago.
Trustee Frank Millington moved to
t.ke no further action on the issue.
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Trustee Richard Gbruck cast the

only dissenting vote.
Millington maintains the Wayne

County Road Commission will carry
out its plans to make Beck a major
four-lane artery, once the interch,nge
is completed. That, he says, will help
develop land zoned industrial in the
northern portion of the township.

-I am in favor of the interchange,"
Millington told board members. "At
this point, I think it's badly needed
from the aspect of state equalized
valuation for the schools. To try td
stop it at this date would be to no
avail."

The Plymouth Township Planning
Commission asked the trustees to re-

open the interchange issue at the
prompting of township resident Irving
Rozian, whose land stands in the way
of the proposed interchange.

The interchange is not needed, main-
tained Rozian and other tow,=hip resi-
dents at a recent plami,€ commis-
sion meeting, since other interchange
are proposed at Sheldon and Gotfred-
son.

Rozian told board members the pur-
chase of his property for the inter-
change cannot be stayed, but he
eaked the board to request another
public hearing.

"I think the commtmity should have
one last say on this matter," Rozian
said. **A prompt endeavor on your
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PLYMOUTH-' Unemployment is
spurring activity in at least one build-
ing on Main Street- the Dunning-
Hough Library.

"I can't say what percentage is due
to unemployment. but we are getting
busier," said head librarian Beth Sim-
escu. "We've noticed people who
come into the library during the day
who normally are at work."

Circulation of books on home im-

provemmt, job resumes, successful
job interviews, gardening and person-
al finances have jumped drastically in
the last few months, she said.

'They were always popular," Mr-
Simescu added. -But we bought six
additional copies of a job resume
book, and they're just never here. Nei-
ther are the gardening books. We've
noticed a tremendous emphasis in
those areas."

Although library persomel has no-
ticed a correlation between unemplor
ment figures and increased business
activity, circulation records camot
support their beliefs, according to
Mrs. Simescu.

Serving the City of Plymolah and
Plymouth and Canton townships. the
library sets at the heart 01 a quickly
growing communit and serves more
residents each year.

Last year's circulation figures, for
example, show 13 per cent more
books were borrowed in 1974 than the
154,000 bookk in 1973. Mrs. Simescu
said such increases haw marked cir-
culation records duri,l the last four
years.

About 1,000 more books were taken

from tlle library in Jamtaty. 1973,
than in January. 1974, she said. Cil,311-
lation figures for' this February
jumped about 2.000 compared to the
same month last year.

are due to unemployment and what's
due to growth," Mrs. Simescu said.
'*But people are more apt to use the
library, if thWy're not working -from
nine to five. If they re unemployed
and coine into the library. they're not
spending m6ney like they would be
bowling or going to a movie.

come an incres,Ingly popi
Plymouth's :OunnIng-Hough

" You get into the question of wheth-
er people are using the library rather
than buying books. "

4 she added. "We

get comments like that over the
counter. Now people are more apt to
wait for us to get a book rather than
buy it."

The, increased number is perhaps

lar pastime at growth in the i
Library, partie- ring.)

largest impact the sour economy has
had on the library clientele.

*' Men are stopping in in the middle
of the day rather than in the evening
like they used to." Mrs. Simescu
noted. "'I'hey come in to take out
books on how to fix a leaky faucet or
how to Tix a chair.'
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