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Officials infuriated at water rate hike
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TRACY LAWSON, a sixth
Middle School, falls prey to
makeup artist Davis Gloff as ot
Ray Sypniewski's drama club
member of the Michigan Ope
ited schools this week throug

It

for

Ply
nto

wh,

fedi

Ply
ert

fiv,

ma

tal

4'qi
anc

cia

A

Wayne coumy employe involvea in
the grant application. appointments
had been arranged with congressmen
William Ford (D-Taylor), Marvin
Esch (R-Ann Arbor) and John Ding-
eli (D-Dearborn). He said: "I don't
know what HUD officials they will
talk to. that should be very inter-
esting."

GREENSTEIN SAID attempts have
been made to arrange a meeting with
President Ford's clief domestic advi-
son but that meeting was not con-
firnied.

"The questions concern what the
federal government has in mind for
the communities using this mohey.
Each of the comminities has ques-
tions they have asked me to submit.
Those questions are relevant to their
particIAar outlook," said Greenstein.

*0¥hey are significant questions, but
I don't feel it would be proper for me
to disclose them."

McAninch said the questions center-
ed on control of housing and use of
the money. She said: "There are a lot

Makeup time
grader at West the Plymouth C

the whims of will be portrayin
her members of group performs
watch. Gloff, a Saturday in the

ra Theatre, vis- rium. (Staff phot
h the efforts of

getting va,uuu (apiece)
THE COUNTY is handling the appli-

cation for the funds. The county
joined with 19 communities whose pop-
ulations are less tkcan 50,000. These
municipalities are labelled "non-ves-
ted" interests and are not eligible to
apply for the funds individually. Non-
vested communities must band togeth-
er to apply for the funds, and their ag-
gregate population must exceed
200,000 to be eligible.

Plymouth and Canton townships and
the City of Plymouth are among the
19 communities in Wayne County who
have joined with the county in ap-
plying for the money.

Canton and the City of Plymouth
have officially joined in the appli-
cation while Plymouth Township is
awaiting the outcome of the Washing-
ton trip. The Plymouth Township
board has empowered Supervisor J.D.
MeL.ren to withdraw from the grant
application at any time.

'Right now we are in the process of
securing cooperative agreements

ommunity Arts Council. Gloff
g Dr. Bartolo when tkie opera
*'Barber of Seville," at 8 p.m.
Salem High School Audito-

o by Richard Gold)

By DARLENE STINSON

CANTON- Alan and Judy Prince
are angry at Michigan's slow-moving
adoption procedure and they're. angry
at publicized accounts of 1,200 state or-
phans who are awaiting adoptive par-
ents.

But the Canton Township couple
plans to do something about the proc-
ess which, they say, is separating chil-
dren and couples who long to adopt
them.

The Prince family, which includes
the couple's own 5- and 7-year-old
sons, has been interested in adopting
one, or two, or three children for
more than a year now. Their home
study, a prerequislte to adopting any
child, .was completed about three
months ago.

THE COUPLE is interested in chil-
dren tradi tionally regarded as hard to
place- those up to 10·years old with
mental, physical or emotional handi-
caps.

Reversing its stand of a few weeks
ago, the Detroit Metropolitan Water
Department has approved a 30 per
cent water rate increase effective
Sept. 1 and reaction by sul;urban offi-
cials is less than favorable.

"I was dumbfounded when I heard
it," was Plymouth City Manager Fred
Yockey's angry reaction.

"This appears to be a power play
on the part of the city of Detroit
which will only invite Public Service
Commission regulation."

Canton Township Supervisor Robert
Greenstein said he thought legal ac-
tion and legislation are necessary to
prevent "this sort of thing. Personally
I think it's a tragedy. Detroit has
been thrdwing its weight around for
years."

PLYMOUTH TOWNSHIP super-
visor J.D. MeLaren and Clerk Helen
Richardson declined comment until
they have completely studied the mat-
ter to determine if the pending rate in-
crease is necessary.

The action to approve ·the rate in-
crease came at a DMWD meeting
with no suburban representatives pre-
sent.

After Oakland and Macomb county
representatives had left the meeting,
and in the absence of the Wayne Coun-
ty representative.

Livonia Mayor Edward MeNamara,
the four Detroit members voted unani-
mously to approve the I rate hike.

Coupled with an earl¢r approved
sewage rate hike, both water and
sewer bills for suburb#n residents
could increase by 33 per cent.

MeNamara said he h#s instructed
the legal department i his city to in-
vestigate the water and sewer rate
boost "to determine if ILivonia and
other suburban communities have
grounds to take legal action to halt

I ... ..

suburban communities which pur-
chase Detroit .water and told the
crowd that no rate increase was neces-
sary at this time," MeNamara
stressed. "Apparently, it appears that
he was simply waiting for us to lower
our guard."

He added that the water board had
already adopted a budget which didn't
require a rate increase.

The DMWD also adopted a policy
on March 17 which indicated its offi-
cial procedure was to allow a public
hearing prior to any rate increase.
Those hearings Were proposed to take
place at least 60 days prior to the rate
increase becoming effective.

"What good are public hearings
now?" MeNamara asked.

MeNamara is hoping for a legal
opinion from the city's law office soon
on what action could be taken to halt
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PLYMOUTH-A 25 per cent savings

is in store for residents of seven
streets in Plymouth.

The city commission has awarded
an asphalt paving contract to Cunning-
ham-Gooding Co. for $146,322, a
$50,000 savings compared to a $196,000
estimate on the costs.

Residents will benefit from the sav-
ings immediately. The commission
voted to revise the assessment roll ac-
cordingly· without waiting until next
year to reduce the assessments.

The corrimission approved the initial
. I. - . .. ..

the rate boost. The Livonia mayor is
chairman of a 16-member group of
suburban officials which is scheduled

to meet next Tuesday night in Livonia
city hall to discuss guaranteeing sub
urban representation on the DMWD.

STATE REP. John Bennett I D.Red-

ford) was also upset by the way the
rate boost was approved. Bennett is
chairman of a special House of Repre·
sentatives' committee formed last

month to study the Detroit water de-
partment's rate structure.

Bennett said he was surprised at
the "arrogance of those guys." referr-
ing to the four Detroit members of
the water board.

He said he asked the state Legisla-
live Service Bureau to research state

Continuid on Pago IA

s save

Fg Costs
Seeking to lower costs, the city

sought bids on 64 inch asphalt repav-
ing and originally estimated the costs
near the $200,000 mark.

A total of 19 bidders reson€led with
bids ranging from a low of $136,896 to
a high of $191,750. The bid was not
award lowest bidder because of a bid-
ding error by the cortractor.

The city accepted the withdrawal
by the contractor, O'Connor-Lalande
Co., and awarded the bid to the next
lowest bidder. Cunningham-Gooding.

Alternate bids on the use of a seven-
 an 64
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Prince hopes to organize. could per-
haps wield a bigger stick.

" I want to form this org=lization.
so we can help each other get through
the adoption process." Mrs. Prince ex-
plained. -When you get a group of par-
ents, you can do more. I have two
folders full of letters I've received
and written, but I'm just one person.

"Even if we can't change the way
the system is operating. we can at
least assure one anotlrr that we'll
eventually get what we want."

Ms. Rector administers the state's
adoption program and a€knits there is
a problem. She pinned the slow-mov-
ing process on three basic faults:

• Adoption workers who deem a
child unadoptable and do not place
him on the adoption lists because of·
personal prejudice.

• County adoption workers who fail
to examine the •Coption lists of other
counties.

•Alack of emphasis on the adop
tion process. since it is seldom viewed
as a "crisis" priority.

Grant prompts DC trip ' The mayor said he was "incensed $19.11 per front foot and$9.56 per side. inches of .asphalt ranged from $
Ine rate niKe.

roll on April 7 witn an assessment ot inen concrete Dase. rather tn

that the four Detroit board members line foot. to $221,750.
voted for a rate hike in the absence of The new assessment will be $14.20
the three 'suburban members of the per front foot, and $7.10 per sideline The paving program affectsBy RICHARD GOLD of specific questions and they are from the municipalities. Several are

City Manager Fred Ycekey noted Fairground: Hamilton, from
seven-member board." foot.

dents on Burroughs, from Hard
about control. " saying they want to wait until the MeNAMARA ADDED that he was that the figure was almost half of orig- Arbor Trail to Maple: Herald,may be only a matter of days be-

Ruttan added: "The communities questions are answered in Washing- personally upset at Mayor Coleman inal estimates for an eight-inch con- Maple to Linden; Maple. frone officials from the City of are worried about local control. They ton. Right now we have secured agree- A. Young of Detroit who made a "180· crete ,repaving which had originally ginia to Fairground: Roe. frommouth. and C don't know who will be nmning the ments for 138,000, " said Ruttan. degree turn" on the water rate issue. been researched by, the adminis- to the C&O Railroad tracks; Viin and Plymouth townships decide program, the federal government, the THE TOTAL GRANT is expected to "Just last month.1 March 25) Mayor tration and estimated at $26.14, per from Fair to Maple: and Byronether they intend to remain in the county, or themselves. They are con-
Continued on Page IA Young met with representatives of 80 front foot Main to Harvey.erally-funded block grant program. cerned about who will have to enforce fdayor Beverly McAninch of the EPA requirements. They are won-

mouth, and Carlton Supervisor Rob- dering about the relationship between , r.Greenstein were among a group of Title I (money currently being ap-
2 Wayne County supervisors and plied for) and Title II (future funds) rrocedure too* slow'
yors who went to the nation's capi- monies.

.yesterday (Wednesday) to discuss "These questions may seem like nit-
iestions of import" with Housing picking, but they are critical in ap-
I Urban Development (HUD) offi- plying for the grant."
Is and congressmen. Added Greenstein: "The questions
,ccording to Gordan Ruttan, a ave significant because we are only Couple to fight adoption waitA I . I . I ... ................

€.«»

"We're really open," said Mrs.
Prince, as she watched a toddler in
her home at 6745 Foxthorn, where she *'rr'S SAD," Ms: Rector admits.inside ··We made our age limit 10 caly b4 already been approved, dudk Prince is less than patient with the more an issue of lack of knowledge o.
operates a day care center. SITTING IN FRONT OF the reams of paperwork that have *'and I know it's happemi,1. It's
cause I'm 27 and my huibind is 29. long wait required In adopting a child. (Staff photo by Maurie the part 04, inexperienced workers
We're very interested in Siblings, be- Walker) than red tape.
cause we want a large fanjly, and "We're trying a lot of thk to let
we're willing- to take a handicapped Hundreds more, which D&5 statis- month or two after the home *udy is more movement into adoption." sheAmusements 9.118 Collections Please| child, as long as he could live a fairly ties do not list, are living in foster completed to place a child," she said added. "I' m going to at least try to

Bowling 5B This week your Observer & Ec- normal life." hornes supervised by private agencies "Then seems to be a breakdown get written materials out to state -1Brevities 15A centric carrier will blgin collecting But the Prince family is wondering md juventle courts, Ms. Rector said. somewhere. ebunty adoption worters."Classified Want Ads Sees. OD for April iuues of your home- where such childrdn could be. SUCH *TAHSTICS are the cam of "I would say it took at least 10 Persons experienci:g dimculty withDeaths 7B,17A town newspaper. Pleaae pay him According to statistics of the Mich- the Prince': rage. phone calls to get an agency to talk to the adoption process mdider-ted inEditorial Opinion MA *P...you'll be a.uring your-f of , igan Department of Social Services Mrs. Prince pointed to a recent us," Mrs. Prince continued. "Wayne joining an adoption or,zation maydundella 174 a continuing insight into the hap. (DSS), 1,200 state orph- are await- newspaper story, in which persons ac- County woul€hft even take niy name, contact Alan or Judy Prince at 1743Home and Garden 68 pening. within your community. ing adoption, and 291 1 ttan are liv- cused Michigan raidents of ignoring because I wasn't black. 'Be patient'- ForthornReaders' Forum MA Remember: your Iubscrlption ing in Wayne County foiter homes. the state'• orphans for the Vietnam- that's all we keep hearig/' '*Somethi< must bedone fortheseReligion 6-7C receipt . a valuable coupon worth Vicki Rector, program mmager for ele, and becalne •VWB children," Mrs. Prince said. "I've spo-Sports 1-58,8B $1.00 off the colt of an Observer & adoption ati)SS said 700 4 those chil- -That's just not true," she said. "I MRS. PRINCE wrote a letter to ken with people who have started andalburban Life 1.5(1 Eccentric Family Want Ad. dren are legally availahle for linme* don't think it's fair for anyone to say Gov William Milliken. compla„Ing stopped the adoption pmeess, becameler 128 P ate adoption. while 408 are a,retly we're ignoring our children for the about the state's adoption process as no child was ever located for them.
undergoing the adepti„: prov.*tre, Vietnamese. If there are 1,- chil- well as a letter to the DGS, requesting "Wou!*1't it be great if a childAbout 75 per cent 01 the children are dren available, why cent they match a Vietnamese child. could be immediately placed with swhite between the ages of 5 and 11 them up with the parelts who want But numbers create poler, she be- family that's waiting?" She asked. "1while only about one per cent have them? lieves. An organization Lfor parents sincerely feel that that is not adreamj permanent physical hadcles. "It shouldn't take more than a seeking adoptive children, which Mrs. but could be a reality in wAil- f. 2
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*Derelic tio n of duty P

Coalition accuses SEMCOG of'whitewash'
ly EMORY DANIEU

DETROIT - The Southeast Mich-

igan Cotmcil of Govermnents (SEM-
COG) 1- been charged with derelic-
tion of duty and with perforining a
'whitewash" job in reviewing subur-

ban applications for federal k=h
under the Commlmity Development
Act of 1974.

That charge was made by the Coall-
tion for Block Gr- Compliance dur-
ing a press conferegoe held Friday in
Detroit.

The coalition has alleged the appli-
cations for CDA funds from Lavonia,
Westland. Garden aty and Reford
Township do not comply with federal
-equirements and are indicative of a
attern to discriminate against low-in-
come persons.

Plymouth, and Plymouth and Can-
ton townships have fued for CDA
funds with Wayne County which was
late in getting its application into
SEMCOG. The coalition received
Wayne County's application Thursday
but hasn't analy,ed it yet. The appli-
cation provides total numbers but
doesn't specify which communities
are included in the application.

THE CHARGES against SEMCOG
were first prompted by the regional
reviewing agency's refusal to accept
the coalition's findings as part of SEM-
COG's A-95 review process.

But the coalition leaders, Clifford

Schrupp and Joe Guggenheim, be-
came even more upset with SEMCOG
the day before the press conference
On Thursday, the coalition got access
to the CDA applications filed with the
Detroit office of the U.S. Department
of Housing and Urban Development
C HUD). Earlier. SEMCOG had re-

fused to allow the coalition to study
the remarks made on the applications
by SEMCOG

By use of the federal Freedom of ln-
formation Act, coalition officials stud-
ied the applications and were disturb-

ed with the leck of attention SEMCOG
gave the applications.

Michael Glusec, hecutive director
of SEMCOG, responded Friday: "The
charges made are idcative of the
coalition's lack of knowledD of SEM-
COG's role in the grant block process.

In defining what our role was, we
consulted extensively with HUD and
we reviewed existing federal regu-
lations which very clearly specify the
role of the clearinghouse. We per-
formed' that role."

the conummity ' it should justify why
U. gero ./. an U. line.

"kt wa a facilitating-type of action
which let the commities know SEM-
00Gdidn't really e*ect an accurate
eltimate," Schnipp added. "It was a
gnat shirking of responsibility by
SEMOOG"

Guggenheim said while he and
Schrupp are in Washington. D.C. this
week for the National Conference on

Housing they will atop in the U.S. Of-
Ace of Management and Budget to in-
vatigate SEMCOG's responsibility.
At a later point, he added, the coali-
tim will determine if SEMOOG, has
any legal responsibility it has shunned
and will then decide whether to take

any action against the regional
agency.

"We are not looking for any con-
frontration with SEMOOG but we are

concerned about SEMOOG imoring
the civil rights implications in the A-
96 review of the CDA grant appli- 
cations.",

Schrupp added that the 20·day dead-
line is SEMOOG's self-imposed dead-
line. "With the exception of one mu-
nicipality (Westland), our detailed
comments were provided to SEM-
COG, HUD and the individual commu-

nities within the 4&{lay time period al-
loted in the federal regulations for A-
95 review and comment:"

GLUSEC COUNTERS that the role

of SEMCOG is confined to a determi-

nation as to whether the data used by
an applicart municipality was "signifi-
cantly inconsistent" with the data po-
sessed by SEMCOG.

"In addition, we had sent out all the
reviews before we learned that the
coalition desired its views to be in-

corporated in our reviews.

"There were some cases where

SEMCOG found the data on an appli-
cation consistent with its data, and
the Michigan Civil Rights Commission
submitted comments objecting to the
application and recommended against
funding.

"We didn't find Livonia's data, for
instance, inconsistent with ours but

mentioned In our letter to the city mento, and luch lawl cannot be en.
that there wa, an 81*„01.-,1 from forced by SEMCOG or any other clear-
the Michigan Civil Ri**: Commission inghoule.
meoblmen,ing againlt hmdIN. "I mumt *100 :trel, that our jegion-

"When Uvonia files with HUD it at goal 11 not a plan," Glulec contin-
must file the SEMOOG, avil Rights uid, "but li only a guideline for plan-
Commi•6-, and Wayne County Plan- ner, to develop a plan. A housing plan
ning Commiss•,02 le«'rs. And the di- for the region im under consideration
rection given from HUD also in- now by the staff which will talk about
dicates it must file local comments re- provilions for housing for all income
ceived, which would include the find- levels, but that hasn't been presented
ings of the coalition." for approval yet."

Glu.•c added that the responsibility There were instances, he added,
to comply with federal laws and regu- when SEMCOG foind data inconsist-
lation•. re*' with the local govern- ent with its information, "In those in-

•tances, we informed the cities in our
comments. But if a local community

Sarah Pmmer needs, the Act aa)€ that local survey
has taken its own survey to identify

is appropriate. "

to speak or agency any problems that exist in
"Our role is to point out to a grant-

an application.

to SC grads the federal law is to allow each munic-
"Remember too that the intent of

ipality to determine how to use theSarah G. Power, a recently elected money. Community consultation is anUniversity of Michigan regent, will be important part of the entire process.keynote speaker at coinmencement *'How do,you reconcile the law al-exercises for about 800 SCIhoolcraft Col- lowing maimum descretion to com-lege ( SC) graduates Sunday. April 27. munities to use the funds as they iden-
Dr. C. Nelson Grote, SC president, tify local needs with the demands ofwill preside at the event which begins some that the funds be used in veryat 2 p.m. in the college's main gymna- specific ways?"

sium. The public is invited to attend.
The annual ceremony will recognize

persons who have compleud certifi-
cate and associate degree programs
of study at the college since the
spring session 1974, including candi
dates who will finish programs during
the current winter semester.

Academic honors will be announced
by Dr. Robert Keene, vi,president
for instruction. Deans Fred Stefanski
and Ted Diebel will assist Grote in
awarding certificates and degrees to
the 777 graduates.

The college plans to award a num-
ber of honorary degrees this year, but
the recipients' names are not an-
nounced before the ceremony.

Mrs. Power,,who is a member of
several prominent civic organizations,
is the wife of Observer & Eccentric
co-publisher Philip H. Power. SARAH POWER

Englander Triangle is looking
for a very

speciallypeofsalesperson-
to serve our vely special clientele.

It takes a certain kind of person to
know how to help people choose

1 fine furniture that creates a room

rather than clutters it. The people

who buy our furniture Cnist re-
ceive the care and attenhon the

Englander Triangle customers have
been getting for 44 years .. so if
yodre our kind of solesperson. we're
prepared to make you on offer

whch includes,

• Unusually high earnings
· Company paid long term disabilitv

• Company paid major rnedical
insurance

·Liberal vacation policy
· No Sundays or Holidays

· Company paid Life Insurance
• Convenient Suburban locations '

CALL MRS. HALLET AT 398 - 4950
FOR AN IN-PERSON INTERVIEW.
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GUGGENHEIM, executive director
of the Michigan Committee on Law
and Housing in Detroit, said Friday:

*SEMCOG's response that our com-
ments cannot be part of the A-95 re-
view process is totally unwarranted."
Hesaid the coalition sentatelegram
to SEMCOG in early M*ch informing

% it that findings would b4 forwarded to
staff officials. The revie*s were trans-
mitted by the coalition and received
by SEMCOG on April 7." Schrupp is
director of the Northwest Inter-Faith
Center for Racial Justice.

SEMCOG said the comments had to
be received within 20 days before the
April 15 deadline to submit appli-
cations to HUD to become part of its
review process.

"SEMCOG had sufficient dialogue
before the 20-day deadline to know the
coalition wanted to be includel! in the
A-95 review process.

'Our exclusion was totally unwar-
ranted. We do have an alternate chan-
net in HUD to 6e heard, but we still
wanted to be part of SEMOOG's re-
view process. "

Under the review process, Glusec
answers. the most the coalition could
have expected was that its comments
would have been attached to each of
the 26 applications and forwarded to
the applicant suburbs.

' 'The coalition had already sub-
mitted its findings to each of the local
suburbs, and pa-d the information
on to HUD, so what purpose would
have been served by SEMOOG doing
the same?" asked Glusec. "Our de-
mal hasn't prevented the coalition
from doing what it wanted to and has
indeed done "

WHEN CHECKING tbe comments
made by SEMCOG on the 26 appli-
cations. said Guggenheim, '*We discov-
end a dereliction of ddy on SEM-
COG's part and a whitewash

'1'here was a sentence in all 26 ap-·
plications that SEMOOG folind the ap-
phcation consistent with its goals and
policies. Yet the applications are not
consistent with SEMOOG's goal reco,-
nizing the need for low incolhe hous-
ing througtioutthe region which was
*dopted in January 1974. by its gener-
£ mstrokkey.

-We feel there wele mmy nagrant
violations of this, requirement which
were totally overlooked by SEMCOG.
"SEMOOG is insemitive and indiffer-

entto the review requirements to see
if individual appleation: are con. ·
sistent with the Act.

"..hESED{COG, there ts no dis-
444 /.m the ped mdthe
bed *plicattom. Some **,1* total-
ly linored the law and SEMOOG Us
givin up and not Bilorli,ed its fmc-
tion ofreviewk,1. Theoel, colllnents
SEMCOG made heretedmical and in-

tended to 0,0 the con•mmitill a ¥•-
tio-le' Sor,hatthey -re.•*"

j S-p ducribed SEMOOG's re-

 view I a "eldcal review." "When a=0 'la am the ail"'Imitk") Un' a.k-

 14 tor the 1.jinber 01 workers ex-
, pected to reside, SEMOOG advt,ed

.

What Woodard has wrought
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WUI save you $100.

Here's a wrought iron patio group
you can save on now. . .and, enj
all spring and summer!

The design is Woodard's "lon
Classic yet warm and gracious. i
it's entirely carefree (ohe of thei

:ollections). . .with sl
roof frames and sup€
1 straps in a bright
white combination.

w, we have the five-
4 the chaise, and a
chair in stock for 

ivery. You can even
Irella from our large
r as little as $59.95.

bysoon. 0 , ,111 ,LU 1(
And save.

For a sunrfy day.
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