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Will receive $33,000

Township joins In grant

PLYMOUTH TOWNSHHIP-The
board of trustees oven:ame its fears
of the federally funded block grant
program Tuesday night, When it unani-
mously agreed to join other commu-
nities in Wayne County in applying for
the funds.

The township expects to receive
$32,951 from the program. Township
officials have earmarked the money
for recreation, improvement of two
neighborhood playgrounds and the up-

grading of traffic signals and CrMS-
walks.

Although the trustees recedly empo.
wered Supervisor J.D. McLaren to
withdraw or remain in the program,
McLaren said he felt obligated to
bring the topic back to the board.

*The board still had reservations
about it,” MelLaren explained.

Township officials had feared
"strings" were attached to the federal
brogram. James Curran, director of
the Office of Program Development
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and Coordination; Francis Bennett,
chairman of the Wayne County Plan-
ning Commission, and Roger Ros-
sman, a member of the planning com-
mission, agreed to attend Tuesday
night's board meeting to dispel fears
of board members.

"This community has spent a lot of
time and money in planning” said
Trustee Richard Gornick. "We would
be very upset if this was a plan to ar-
bitrarily superimpose another set of
standards on our planning.”

\ Alrport supporters j oin

Mettetal discussion

By RICHARD GOLD

Airport is more uncertain than ever.
The owners, faced with rising taxes
and subsidized competition from mu-
nicipal facilities, say the airport is no
longer a viable private enterprise.

The one solution-purchase of the
property by Canton Township- is in
doubt. Although a financial feasibility
report indicated the township could
purchase the airport, homeowner op-
position to the venture has been
heavy.

Theissue will come toahead May
28 in the Plymouth Canton High
School Auditorium at 7:30 p.m. when
Ute township administration will con-
duet a public hearing an the matter.

But while homeowners are busy ral-
lying support against the airport,
pilots and businessmen, whose liveli-
hood depends on continuance of the fa-
cility, will be marshalling forces.

The homeowners. led by residents
in the Pickwick Farms and Pickwick
Village subdivisioris contend purchase
of the airport will lead to expansion-
a situation they find untenable. They
say expansion will pose safety haz-
ards and environmental problems.

They claim the airport is a bad fi-
nancial risk with township tax dollars,
and that the money could be better

O spent on mimicipal se,vices.

Businessmen and pilots, however,
contend that the airport is a necessity

FEATURED SOLOISTS for this evening's
Centennial Park Chamber Orchestra concert

to the economic well being of the aster or emergency. "There's an

township. They believe it will help at- awful lot of communities trying to get
CANTON-The future of Mettetal tract industrial tax base and prevent

businesses already in the area from
leaving.

*You wouldn't believe how many
times plants are kept open because of
Mettetal," said Ken Spencer, an exec-
utive designer at Ford Motor Corn-
pany. Spencer, an avid aviator, has
used Mettetal for years. "People who
are not flyers don't understand how
important an airport is,"” he corn-
mented. "And once you lose it. it's
gone for good. They don't have any
idea how hard it is to zone land for an
airport. There's no way they could get
another airport if Mettetal goes
under.”

Tom Carmody, president of C.F.
Sales Company in Canton uses the air-
port for business. He commented,
"Very few people experience flight,
but it affects each and every one of
our lives daily. Consider the number
of men who flew in the service who
learned to fly at Mettetal, the men
who fly our jet liners and who fly for
our sheriff's department and other

law enformcement agencies who
learned here."”

He added, "Consider the amount of
commerce in the automotive, food.
computer, construction, and engineer-
ing fields that goes on every day at
Mettetal.”

Carmody said the airport would be
extremenly valuable in times of dis-
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include (from left) Kathy Stein, Kathy Harring-

The township, Rossman assure
board members, must use the feden
funds only for activities specified i
its one-year application.

To receive the federal funds, con
munities with populations of less the
50,000 must join together to reach th
required 200,000 population coul
needed for eligibility.

"Whether Plymouth Townshi
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enters this or not, it will not break the ]

program,” MelLaren told board mem-
bers. "The question keeps being
asked whether there are strings at-
tached. But when you receive the first
dollar of federal revenue sharing
money, you're just as hung."”

Trustee Russell Ash moved to enter
into a one-year cooperative agree-
ment with other communities for the
funds and stipulated a reevaluation of
the program for second-year funding.

That motion, seconded by Gornick,
met unanimous approval. Trustee Ger-
aid Burke was absent from Tuesday

Continued on Page IA night's meeting.

EVEN CLEANING UP is fun, when the warm spring breezes are
blowing. Students from the Plymouth Centennial Educational
Park used their unscheduled time last week to catch rays of

sunlight and clean up Willow Creek, which flows between
Plymouth Salem and Plymouth Canton high schools. (Staff photo

by Bob Woodring.)

ocal politieos are speculating
on 1976 U.S. Senate contest

By STEVE BARNABY

If Democratic Sen. Philip Hart de-
cides to retire in 1976, the local »liti-
cal scene could be affected dramati-
cally.

Although the senatorial race still is
more than a year away, political pun-
dits are taking temperatures to see
who wants to move where if U.S. Rep.
William Ford (D-Taylor) decides to
take the plunge for a seat in the
upper house. Ford's district includes
Westland, Garden City and Carton
Township.

Hart has expressed boredom. dis-
leptent and frustration to friends
after serving 17 years in the Senate.
Ford, who is acting and dressing
more and more like a senator every
day, still is dodging the question pub-

ton, Karen Routson, gnd Linda Lowing. (Staff

Chamber music featured

at CEP evening concert

PLYMOUTH-Members of the Cen-
Edgeatimal Park mtek de
Wtmead¢ will Diment a chamber
mulic O./0O/1 "/401 (Thursday) at 8
p- | the Cul= I.*Ue Theatre.

Feet=<d = the prolram will be
the aigik of Bach, Vi.4 Mo:.rt
=Id olhm. -
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c-to No. 4" b G major.
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"Seamons" collection of four solo vio-
lin concertos. This selection will be
conducted by Steve Knop¢, a lentor at
CEP and a member of the chamber
orchestra and the wood*bd quihtet.

A :pectal gue* milol | the prt)-
gram <All be Shelly 4,1Z a former
M. d.# htiot in the Ply,/0O*
High School Oftheira, *10,11 *r-
rently a lentor * In1' UNver,ity:
me em perform the 0,09-nt
01 the Mogart *Mate Comno In O
Major."

Under the direction 01 Michmel
E<1,, the orchestra <11 9/form
the ant moveme,* 01 the bebully
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*'Quartet in G minor," Opus 10 and
the Scherm from Beethoven's "*ar
tel Opus 14 No. 4."

Thi doling selection 011 be the
"Water MuNic Suite," by Mandel. The
ch.9.Ber or/*I"*ra will ,/0.1*the -
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licly. But privately, his aides affirm
tht he is seriously thinking about en-
fering the contest.

In Ford's favor is the support of the
AFL-CIO. which has been a backer of

Hart for years.

IN WESTLAND, State Sen. William
Faust (D-Westland) and Mayor Eu-

gene McKinney would have a stake in
Ford's decision to run.

Faust is one of those rare persons
in the politically factionalized area
who is loved by just about everybody.
In past years he has threatened to
challenge Ford, but has been fended
off by party officials promising better
things in the future.

Again, Faust publicly laughs off the
speculation, but he is looking for aides
whose expertise deals in areas outside
of state interests.

Rumblings around Westland City
Hall are that McKinney is considering
a shot at Faust's seat. Since becoming
mayor, McKinney has surrounded him-

self with able young men, well-versed
in a variety of areas.

Much of McKinney's decision de-
pen{ls on whowill be his opponent in
this year's mayoral race and *ho is
elected city council president. To
keep politically alive. McKinney must
run for reelection, which means he
would leave in the middle of a term if
elected to the State Senate.

The city charter stipulates that the
council president would then become
mayor. If a political enemy, such as
Glenn Shawy, is in that position,
McKinney probably would think twice
of running for state office.

Westland's chief executive is gen-
uinely proud of what he has done
while in the mayor's seat and would
be reluctant to give the position up to
what he refers to as the "old order.”
MeKinney is a well-known political
enemy of State Rep. Tbm Brown (D-
Westland), who was Westland's first
mayor.

Presently, a draft Brown for mayor
campaign is rumbling through the
area on the heels of the announce-
ment by Councilman Henry I.,undquist
that he is withdrawing from politics
completely. Lundquist was consid-
ering a race against MeKinney.

Not to be forgotten is Camty Com-
missioner Tom Taylor (D-Westland),
who wouldn't mind a chance at the

myoral position or a seat in either al
the state houses. But it is rumorth
that Taylor has lost much of his politi-
cal support in the area because of am
unspecified incident.

IN GARDEN CITY, Colmeilman
Tim Murphy is looking arnund for a
full-time political job after the city's
charter commission opted for a city
manager imtead of a full-time mayor.

Murphy has had county and state as-
pirations. Ford's move could be en-
couragement enough for him to run
for County Commission or State Sen.
ate. Although not as well liked as
Faust, Murphy does have political con-
nections in Westland which could
prove beneficial.

On the Republican side of the ros-
ter, State Sen. Carl Pure-ell (R-
Plymouth) could be encolaged to
run for Congressional seat in the see-
ond district if Marv Esch (ILANnN
Arbor) decides to run for Hart's posi-
tion. Esch has a great deal Of support
among state Republicans and Pursell
is looking around since losing out to
James Damman for the liettenant

governor's position.

Hilltop duffers to get

netc clubhouse facility

PLYMOUTH TOWNSHIP-A spank-

ing new clubhouse will greet golfers
at the Hilltop Glen Golf Course this

Daniel Ross, 'manager of the town-
ship-owned course, has agreed to pur-
chase the prefabricated clubhouse
with his own funds, according to town-
ship Supervisor J.D. Meteren. The
clubhouse will become the property of
the township after 42 months, Mder

provisions of Ross's lease.
"It sure can't hurt bu,iness at the

f course}]' Meljaren said of the
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his expense when the n&v balding is

in working condition.

The new clubhodle, tentatively
sebeduled for delivety this Saturday,
wit} come in two **otions for easy
erection ona s#tee* of the present
facHity, MelLaren safi.The fo,mdation
for the kilding hao Nready been

The supervilor said the new build-

eilites and rampR *In olher accom-
modations for the hindlfapped.

A new well *nd. *®&tk tm* 4,111
serve the new facility, Mel,ren alid
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since no sewer or water lines extend
into that section of the township. The
well serving the present clubholse is
located too far away from the build-
ing site, and the Wayne Coty Health
Department has declared the old sep-
tic system unsafe.

The board of trustees Tuesday
awarded a contract for the well to

Clay Pool Well Drilling Co. for $1,106.
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The price tag includes *illing costs
and labor. The company has promised
completion within 10 days after work
is begun.

McLaren said he, Ross and Chief
Building Inspector James Briggs
toured a plant of Prairie Scia,oner Co.
at Elkhart, Ind., where the new club
house was made. before Ross pur-
chased the facility.
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