Board delays intra ural adoption

PLYMOUTH - The admnistration

is back at the drawing boards trying
to revise a proposed intermural pro-
gram for grades K-12 for the
Plymouth Community School District.

Supt. Mike Hoben presented a third
proposal for an elementary physical
education intramural supplemental
program at Monday night's board
meeting in Plymouth Canton High.

But for the third time. the board ex-
pressed reservations on the proposal
and sent it back for reworking.
Trustees did. however. seem ready to
accept the program for interscholastic
hockey and girls' g,nnastics and
golf.
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The hangup is with the $18.000 allo-
cation for a K-12 intramural program.
The present proposal is to spend
about $12.580 for kindergarten through
fifth grade. $2:000 for grades six
through eight. and some $3.420 for
nine through 12.

HOBEN'S PROPOSAL was a corn-
promise offer from a plan developed
earlier by elementary principals and
physical education personnel.

Programs already exist in grades
six and up and the appropriations are
of a supplemental nature to expand ex-
isting offerings. The $12,580 for K-5 is
for beginning an intramural program.

"Although these dollar amounts will
not insure a total intramural pro-

gram." says Hoben, "it will give us a
start in this direction.

Besides the $18.000 for intramurals.
another $18.000 has been suggested for
the interscholastic hockey and girls'
gymnastick and golf.

The money is basically for equip-
ment and supervision, with some ex-
penditures for awards and transporta-
tion. Included in the current proposal
iS an inservice training program to
help direct school staff personnel
thinking towards developing useful in-
tramural activities at all grade levels.
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THE LATE SCHOOL year in the Plymouth area gave students a
chance to work longer on the garden they planted in a courtyard
at Bird School. Tom Petroff shows off a radish from the garden,

< Schools coming to a close
loith students surviving heat

By DARLENE ST!460ON

for the beginning of the pilot 45-15 pro
gram. The remaining 570 children en-

The long, lazy days of sunmer ang (g)jed in the year-round system will

looming brightly ahead for most stu; vt to school on Aug. 4, Aug. 25 or
dents in the Plymouth Community, sept. 15. '

School District who are patiently

ariting the passage of today ang REGARDLESS OF the schoollin

F*day,

which students are enrolled, the Gal

Er)]oolrs_ Wt'L' C'dc_’ste_ 'f”deéy "i‘ltba'll week of classes is a busy one, packed
Shc ools '”_” € I'S rict, an Sah ::I with anticipation for most pupils.
those at Miller Elementary Scho€y) Flementary schools in the district

will remain locked until September.

are "winding down" this week, accord-

Atotal of 230 pupils at Miller Schoc. 1 jnq to their principals. Teachera are
will return to their books on July 14 packing outdoor events and "going-
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MARCIA BOROWSKI, school board
secretary, commented that the corn-
mitment to elementary intramurals
amounted to 50 cents per child for one

hour per day during after-school
hours.

She also asked why shuttle bus
transporation was proposed between
Salem and Canton high schools. and
no transportation planned for elemen-
tan, buildings.

Hoben said after-school hours was
the only feasible time for intramurals.
He said consideration could be given
to transporation at elementary build-

Fifteen Cents

while Erick Peterson and Brad Salo do some weeding.(Staff

photos by Maurie Walker)

away" parties into their schedules be-
tween book-packing and desk-cleaning
tasks.

To make the hot, muggy weather a
bit more comfortable, nanny teachers
have brought window fans from
home, while some parents have
brought ice cream and soda pop
treats. Picnics, award assemblies and
pool parties at parents' homes charac-
terize elementary activities this week.

"A lot of the normal winding down
is taking place,"” said Carrol Nichols,
principal of Bird Elementary School

"I think it's a way of celebrating that
the school year is over. It's the tradi-
tional ending of the year and the en-
(ling of a grade.”

Tom Workman, principal of Allen
Elementary said, "In general, the
kids don: t like to work for long peri-
ods during the last two weeks of
school. When the weather gets hot

like this, we try to bear down in the

morning and have a little fun in the af-
ternoon.”

TEACHERS AND students at the
Centennial Educational Park are con-
ducting "business as usual," accord-
ing to Plymouth Salem Principal Bill
Brown, despite the absence of seniors,
who were graduated last week. Most
students are busy taking finals and
thinking of summer jobs.

Gus Gorguze, principal of Central
Middle School. says students there
are taking final examinations at the
discretion of teachers. Students are
taking fewer field trips ahd helping
their teachers collect books and clean
out classrooms.

Some students, Gorguze said, have
complained about this year's extended
school calendar, which covers two
extra weeks of June because of last
fall's teacher strike.

"A few weeks ago, the kids were
concerned that they were going over
the traditional time. But we told them
they weren't really going =9 longer.
becauie they started later. 11» more
ee (tenehers m,d adn*straters) can

set a tone from wittdA the mmre the
kids can adapt to it.

"It's the same with the heat. 1be
weather has been warm. But if the

teacher is overcome with heat, the
kids will be too.”

STUDENTS AT all schools are

showing excitement over the up-
-doming stimmer vacation-even thole

at Miller who will be ret,niN in two
weeks.

"There's a lot of excitement in
terms-of preparation for this man-
mer," said Shirley Spadel, principal
of Miller. "Both the staff and the
youngsters are excited abod it."”

JUST IN CASE there is a lull In the school between their desks In the third grade class of
work, Stephen Erps- (left) and Eric Popp are Mrs. Lenore Howe at Bird Elementary

prepared to continue their chess game set up School.(Staff photo) calH"ad -Pac' U

ings with displaced populations :-
those where much of the enrollment is

not from the immediate neighborhood.

Borowski questioned the value of
awards and transportation at the high
school level. "This is already being
done under the existing program. Why
are we budgeting for these expenses?
Maybe the money could be better allo-
cated for transportation or programs
at the elementary level. | cannot buy
this part of the proposal:’

MARDA BENSON. board vice-presi-
dent. asked how much competition
would be a factor in the intramural ae-
tivities ?

The priority will be on activities in-
side the building and on maximum
participation, Hoben answered.
*There is a need for some team
sports to maintain interest among stu-
dents but the number one priority will
be maximum participation with sports
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such as field hockey. dodgeball or
kickball."

Trustee Gary Mirto suggested the
two 15-minute recesses and 30-minute

"free play period" doing the hmch
break at the elementary might be
more constructively used for in-
tramurals during the school day

Mrs. Benson commented that pupils
at that level need free. structured
time blocks.

Borowski made the motion. sup-
ported by Benson. to delay approval
of the program until a Position state-
ment is developed and work is done
on the intramural portion - particu-
larly with how the $18.000 is allocated
among grade levels.

Dr. E.J. MeClendon. board presi-
dent. then ruled a motion wasnt nec-

essary but that the matter would just
be returned to | [oben for further
study and revision.
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A unigue experience

DONNA RINN, senior class president at Plymouth Salem High,
addresses her classmates during graduation ceremonies. For
story and photos on this years graduation - the first for Canton
High -at the Centennial Educational Park, see Page 3A. (Staff

photo).

Gifted child

program
to be for

PLYMOUTH-The philosophy and
general approach for a special pro-
gram for gifted students have been ap-
proved by the Plymouth board of edu-

cation.

The program has been referred

back for development of a set of objec-

tives to carry out the general philo»
phy approved by tmstees Monday
night Mrovidime the

The general approach was approved
5-0 by the board after it heard a pm-
sentation from James L Leary. assist-
ant superintendent for instruction. Ab-
sent were trustees George Lawton
and Carl Berry.

A KEY CONCEPT behind the pro-
gram, explains Leary, is that it is the
responsibility of educators to recog-
nize and develop the special skills
each child may possess whether the
child is talented academically. artistic-
ally, vocationally gr athletically.
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"This philosophy is based upom the
belief that each individual shouLid be
helped toward self actualizatiot1 and
independence. The Plymouth Cammu-
nity School District has officially corn-

mitted itself to provide for Sipecial
educational needs of those who a,c ac-

ademically talented.
"This commitment relates not cray
OO OoOortrmiitns &aryd re-

sources for educational enrichment.
but to the identification and elimi-
nation of barriers preventing the es-
tablishment of special educational op-
portunities for talented and gifted stu-

dents

TALENTED AND gifted (TAG) stu-
dentk have been identified as those

who may demonstrate:

« Intellectual giftedness. such as a
very high 1Q.
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