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_ew Plymouth post office plans

may be dumped for Canton facility
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By ELINOR GRAHAM

There was a time, when it was very
new, that no respectable woman
would walk past the big white house
on Sutton Street (now Penniman Ave-

nue) without muttering, "hussy," or
"bird in a gilded cage."

Jack Wilcox told the story of the
house in which he was born to 130

members and guests at the Oct. 9
meeting of the Plymouth Historical So-
ciety. Wilcox still lives in the family
home on the corner of Penniman and

Union.

Although the statues, fountains, per-
gola. gazebo, fish and lily ponds are
gone, the house retains its imposing
air. It is a landmark of downtown

Plymouth.

THE HOUSE was built in 1903 by
W.F. Markham, manufacturer of the
King air rifle. He already had a house
on the other side of Kellogg Park
where he lived with his wife and three
children.

But Markham had fallen in love

with Miss Carrie Shortman. a very
young stenographer who worked for
him. His wife refused to consider di-

vorce. To the horror of all right-think-
ing tow™Epeople, Markham built a
house for Carrie.

He hired the best carpenters,
bought the finest mate?ials, and soon
Carrie was ensconced in a $25,000
show place.

As she reclined in a swing on the
second story porch, the ladies of the
town made nasty remarks m passing.
Markham had the porch enclosed to

 shield her from their righteous in-
dignation.

HIS WIFE DIED and Markham and
Carrie were married. He sold his busi-
ness and a notice appeared in the
Plymouth Mail which was of great in-
terest to young Mr. and Mrs. George
Wilcox.

The Markham house on Ann Arbor
Trail was for sale. It had three fire-
places, a lovely veranda on three
sides and the third story was paneled
as a smoking lounge.

The Wilcoxes were an old Plymouth
family who had built the flour mill
down on the river. George and his
wife lived on the hill above the mill in
the Greek Revival house built in 1812.
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THE RECOMMENDATION, Ford
said. includes scrapping plans to build

2

a new Plymouth Post Office on a pro-
posed site on Ann Arbor Trail near

>

t¥ 4. Hamilton, owned jointly by the City of
- Plymouth and the Pilgrim Non-Profit

Housing Corp.'4¢06

1%4 Although the postal issue is still in
the recommendation stage, Ford
(whose 15th District includes Canton )

is optimistic about the recommen(la-
tion's approval./9 l.:. 4 ...:'f 't ':I:i 1 1

"It is a logical and practical way to
meet the postal problerm caused by
Canton's tremendous growth in the

 past deca4e and to prepare for its an-2 03+

ticipated growth in the coming
years," Ford said.

"It is a necessary first step toward
-     the ultimate establishment of a sep
- rate and independent Canton Post Of-
- fice, which we should certainly plar

- 0 94,

----- for by the end of this decade."
Although local officials agree on$ I

W.F. Markham lived in this house on Ann Arbor Trail with his Long known as the Wilcox House, the big whde house that Canton's need for a post office and

wife and three children. It was demolished recently to make way stands on the corner of Penniman and Union was built in 1903 by separate identity. Plymouth officials
point to the need for a larger, more

for a new building beside the.Box Bar. (Staff photo) . W.F. Markham for Miss Carrie Shortman. (Staff bhoto) modern postal facility in the City of
' Plymouth.

Markham house: Intriguing tale new post office in the City of

ORIGINL PLANS by postal author-
ities pointed to the construction of a

Plymouth, proposed to replace the cur-
rent facility on Penniman which serv-

of social life in Old Plymouth would have accommodated Canton's

ices more than half of Canton Town-

ship. The enlarged Plymouth facility
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They had two little girls, Margaret
and Julia.

Jack Wilcox said he believes living
right downtown appealed to his
mother and the Markham house was

a bargain-44,000.
But they missed buying it by 10 min-

utes. It had been sold just before they
arrived--and they were very dis-
appointed.

WrrHIN A SHORT time, another no-

tice appeared in the newspaper. The
Markhams were moving to California
and the big white house was for sale.

The Wilcoxes looked at it, went
home, -talked it over, and decided

they couldn't possibly afford it.
But when Mrs. Wilcox received a

call the next day, asking for their deci-
sion, she said. "We'11 take it." They
were committed.

Jack Wilcox has a letter written by
his mother, dated Oct. 1 1911. She

says, "George and I are con-
gratulating ourselves on our new
home" and Awe will turn the con-

servatory into a playroom for the chil-
dren."

After years of curiosity about the
place, the Wilcoxes had many callers.

There was much to marvel at.

There wre 500 goldfish in two pools.
There were three live deer, a round
lily pond and exotic flowers. There
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Haunted ]

The Plymouth Jaycees have found a
new Haunted House this year to enter-
tain youngsters and haunt brave
mills.

The ghostly invaded five-room and
maze mansion is located this year at
the corner of Wilcox and Schoolcraft

Roads in Plymouth Township.
The invaders will begin haunting

the hotm on Friday, Oct. 24, and con-
tinue haunting everyone until the
night before Hallo•,en, Oct. 30.

Tlf house will be open at 7 p.m.
weekdays and at 2 p.m on weekends.
Mmimion to this palace of terror is
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was a summer house, fountains and

statues, including Mercury, messen-
ger of the gods, whose nakedness was
draped at its base. There were lat-
ticed arches and walks.

INSIDE THERE were 17 rooms

- with 12-foot ceilings, crystal chan-
deliers, and a six by 17-foot window of
stained beveled glass. There was a
steam-heating system and the first
electric lights in town. The doorknobs
were of cast brass and a special
pump supplied the bathrooms with
soft water.

One of George Wilcox's first acts in
his new home was to give a half twist
to the letter M in the cast iron arch

over the front gate. The resulting W is
still there.

He also decided to fill in the fish

ponds after Margaret fell in. Julia
kept her head above water by hanging
onto her clothing until their mother.
came to the rescue.

The barn was sold 60 years ago to
the Plymouth Grange for a meeting
place. The building between the
Grange and the house was the first
Episcopalian church in town.

JACK WILCOX was born in the

house and he has seen many changes.
He said that as a young boy he was

always asked to leave the room when

i new

FI ouse
50 cents. Halloween coloring books
will be sold during these dates.

A concession stand, manned by the
Plymouth Jayeee Auxiliary, will be to-
cated at the ite during the week40ng
activities.

The chairmen of the Haunted House

project are Ron Myers and Bruce Sim-
onson. The project director is Robert
Jarmol with programming vice-presi-
dent Phil Soper and JC President C.
Douglas Hincker overseeing all work.

All members of the Plymouth
Jaycees and Auxiliary work together
on the House project.
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the conversation involved the first
resident of the house.

He recalls seeing a stranger taking
pictures of their house. When Jack
asked him why, he said he was from
a Los Angeles newspaper and he want-
ed the picture for a story about a law-
suit.

Markham had retired to some prop-
erty he owned near Los Angeles
where he had built an even grander·
home for Carrie and himself. His hold-

ings had been extensive and he had
sold a good portion of Hollywood to
the new moving picture companies.

When he died, he was many times a
millionaire. His young wife was
named in his will as chief beneficiary
with her share going to his lawyer
when she died. Markham's three chil-

dren were left comparatively small sti-
pends.

In the litigation which followed, Wil-
liam Gibbs McAdoo, the man who
was credited with keeping the United
States out of the League of Nations,
won the case for the Markham chil-

dren.

The newspaperman later sent clip-
pings of the story and pictures. When
his mother read the articles, she ex-

claimed, "Why Reuben Schmidt, I
always wondered what became of
him."

Judge Schmidt, who handled the
case, turned out to be an old beau of
Mrs. Wilcox. She wrote to him and

later visited his family in California.
George Wilcox died in 1935 while

Jack was attending the University of
Michigan. World War II came along
and he was in the Navy for the dura-
tion.

When he returned, his mother had
leased Wilcox house to the Federal

Housing Commission and it had been
made into apartments.

9' Sterling Eaton always wanted the
M*cury statue," said Wilcox. "I final-
ly sold it to him after the war. I don't
know where it is now. It isn't out at
Carl Pursell's place."

After the meeting Mrs. Marshall
North told him Cynthia Eaton Johan-
son had Mercury at her home in Gar-
den City, N.Y. And the statue still is a
source of consternation

Th * * hbors had researched all
the 1 Inances to discover some

legal of removing Mercury
from Johanson's front lawn.

By DARLENE STINSON

Post office authorities may christen
Canton Township with its own zip
code and mailing address and scrap
plans to bujld an enlarged postal facil-
ity within the Plymouth city limits.

Officials of the Detroit Postal Dis-
trict have submitted a recommenda-
tion to the U.S. Postal Service's Re

gional Offite in Chicago to create a
Canton zip, code and consolidate the
township'* four bxisting delivery
routes into one, according to U.S
Rep. William Ford (D-Taylor), a
member of the House of Representa-
tives' Post Office and Civil Service

Committee and house whip for Mich-
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Ultimat; plans to construct a Can-
ton Post Office apparently supercede
the immediate need for a larger
Plymouth facility in the eyes of postal
officials, who submitted the recom-

mendation opting for a separate Can-
ton address.
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local com,
The Plymouth community-its serv-

ices and history-will be explored by
members of the Plymouth branch of
the American Association of Univer-
sity Women (AAUW) at its meeting
Thursday, Oct. 16.

The meeting will begin at 7:30 p.m.
in West Middle' School cafeteria.

FEATURED at the meetmg will be
two speakers from Growth Works,
Inc., the local agency for youth pro-
grams serving the Plymouth-Carlton
community.

Another feature will be the bicenten-
nial videotape produced by the media
group entitled "Heritage, Happenings,
Hopes, a Plymouth-Canton Bicenten-
nial Salute."

Growth Works, a consolidation of
Plymouth Youth, Inc. and Our House
crisis center, provides personal
growth and community counseling,
and also,helps families seeking alter-
native services.
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Under the proposal, postal author-
ities .would modify the current
Plymouth facility to service all of Can-
ton Township on a ternporary basis.
Four post offices-located in
Plymouth, Wayne, Belleville and Ypsi-
lanti--currently serve Canton Town-
ship residents.

"WE'RE NOT opposed to Canton
having their own postal services."
said Plymouth City Manager Fred
Yockey, "but we're hopeful a more eq-
uitable solution can be arrived at."

The Plymouth Post Office, Yockey
said, lacks sufficient space and park-
ing areas as well as facilities for the
handicapped.

"We're naturally disappointed that
Congressman Ford is playing politics
with our postal services." he said.
"We feel the ,postal services in
Plymouth and Plymouth Township
should be in a modern building with
adequate facilities for the handi-
capped."

City Commissioner Harold Guenther
expressed. similar sentiments.

"When Canton gets its own post· of-
fice, our postal problerrs will be re-
lieved to some extent," Guenther
said, "but we'll still have an in-

efficient facility with inadequate park-
ing. Part of the adverse conditior,s
now is related to servicing Carton.

"I don't have any adverse reactions
toward a Canton post office though. I
don't think we have a right to any de-
signs on Canton or to try'to obstruct
their place in the sun. I collgrgbilate
them on getting their houce together."

CANTON SUPERVISOR Robert

Greenstein says the postal issue in
Plymouth and Canton are directly re-
lated. If Plymouth receives a larger
post office, he says. Canton will never
receive its own.

"The facility they have now is more
than sufficient for Plymouth," Green-
stein said. "Once they go to the ex-
pense of building a new post office in
Plymouth. Canton will never get its
own. As temporary an arrangement
as possible (in the Plyrnouth Post Of-
fice) is best for Canton, because it

won' t be long before Calton can get a
permanent facility."

The postal issue. Greenstein says, is
a "number one priority" of the town-
ship's administration.

A Capton post office is needed, town-
ship officials maintain, to provide fas-
ter, more convenient postal seroices

(Continued on Page 3A)

explore
nunity

THE BICENTENNIAL videotape
presents a visual portrait of a grow-
ing, moving commmity.

The tape was produced by members
of the AAUW media group in coopera-
tion with staff and students at
Plymouth Salem High School.

The project was financed with assist-
ance from the Michigan Division of
the AAUW and the Research Projects
Program of the AAUW Educational
Foundation.

The tape is available to organiza-
tions and school groups for viewing by
phoning Mrs. William A. Fisher,
AAUW media chairperson.

Membership in the AAUW is open
to all women whoare graduates of an
accredited university. Mrs. John W.
Osborne of 38979 Ross, Livonia, can

give additional inform:•ir.n to prolpec.
tive members.

NOISE REUEF

Residents in Plynnth and
CAnton townships living alor,K I-
275 freeway still have a chance
to get relief from noise of
trucks and cars buzzing by. Tbe
state has forwarded a re-
for federal funds to bldld ™*De
barriers. MA.

READING SIDEWAYB

Who would ever read a ne.-
paper sideways? The =,e.. b 1
shown pictorially on toder, 1
opinion page. P6A.

r

f

r

. -•04*•»tit,J ,•*.. - 14,-ip.Ir,G .@62

. . 2· I


