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Postal decision up in air
but needs remain same

Plymouth postal employes will sort
mail and conduct customer services

in the old brick building on Penniman
for the next few years.

That the word from Joseph J. Inu-
kotka, district director of the United
States Postal Services' customer serv-

ice division, who says the decision
against building a new postal facility
in the City of Plymouth is unrelated
to a proposed Cant€n Township zip
code.

"There won't be a new facility built
in Plymouth," Lakotka said, "but
it's solely due to economic conditions.
The deasion has no relationship to
Canton Township."

U.S. Rep William Ford (D-Tay-
lor ), wtme 15th District includes Can-
ton, and several local officials have in-
terpreted a recommendation to create
a Canton zip co€ and consolidate the
township's four existing delivery
routes into one as related to a deci-

mon against building a new Plymouth
postal facility.

That interpretation, according to
I,oukotka, is not based on fact.

The United States Post Office will

suffer an $850 million deficit during
its 1975 fiscal year, I,oukotka explain-
ed. Postal officials predict an addition-
al loss of $1.3 billion next year and
have decided to postpone unnecessary
building projects under those econom-
ic conditions.

Preliminary plans of postal author-
ities proposed the construction of a
new Plymouth Post Office on an Ann
Arbor Trail site near Hamilton,
owned jointly by the City of Plymouth
and the Pilgrim Non-Profit Housing
Corp.

"It's adequate for the immediate fu-
ture," Inukot ka -id of the present
Plymouth Post Office. "It would be
nice i we had a bigger facility at
some future date."

Under a recommendation, sub-
mitted by Detroit Postal District offi-
cials to the U.S. Postal Services' Re-

gional Office in Chicago, postal author-
ities would transfer Canton's four cur-

rent mailing routes to the Plymouth
or Wayne-Westland post offices, Lou-
kotka said.

The recommendation would create

a Canton zip code and consolidate the
township's four existing delivery
routes into one. Canton is currently
served by four post offices-
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Plymouth, Wayne, Belleville and Ypsi-
lanti.

Afthough Imtkotka sees ' no prot)-
lem" with the recommendation's ap-
proval. he says the proposal does not
specifically include consolidation of a
Canton postal facility.

Postal authorities will not examine

the need for a Canton post office,
until two years after the township's
new zip code is implemented, he said.
Officials will then examine the town-

ship's population figures and proj-
ected growth.

Canton residents will probably re-
ceive their new zip code in January or
February of 1976, Inukotka said.

Plymouth Postmaster John A. Multi-
gan says overcrowding problems
began to plague the present postal fa-
cility on Penniman about 196& Those
problems have worsened in more re-
oent years.

A section of the post office, devoted
to carrier operations, is the most over-
crowded area of the postal facility,
lacking space for additional equip-
ment and supplies, Mulligan said.

Many carriers use nearby Fralick
Street every morning to load their
postal vehicles with mail. Mulligan at-
tribute that problem to insufficent
loading areas near the postal facility.

Other overcrowding problems con-
cern customer services. The main por-
tion of the building, constructed in
1935, and the addition, built in 1958,
lack facilities for the handicapped as
well as adequate parking and custom-
er waiting areas.

"It's really bad at Christmas time,"
Mulligan said. "I've seen the custom-
er lines go from two people to out the
door. That's not very good."

Loukotka will discuss and answer
questions about the postal issues at a
meeting of Total ati=,ns Power · of
Canton Township, scheduled for
Wednesday, Oct. 29, at 8 p.m. in the
Plymouth Canton High School cafe-
teria.

A press release from Ford's office,
dated Oct. 9, read in part: "...assign-
ment of a zip code, and consolidation
of delivery routes, would be the first
step toward eventual establishment of
an independent Canton Post Office."

Ford's release claimed Postal Serv-

ice had made a "comprehensive sur-
vey" rele•Red the first week in Octo-
ber which agreed with his position it
would be impractical to build a new

iost office in Plymouth to serve Can- mendations to the Regional Office in
on. Chicago, Congressman Ford ex-
The release continued: "Although pressed confidence that they would be

he Canton zip code and delivery con- approved there, and also by Postal
molidation are in the form of recom- Service authorities in Washington.

Salem queen chosen
Karen Stinebaugh was chosen homecoming queen for

Plymouth Salem duringhalf-time ceremonies Friday night. She is
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Stinebaugh of Charnwood
Court, Plymouth, and is a majorette in the Rocks' marching band.
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other four candidates gave qualified
support.

JOHN CUMMINGS, an incumbent,
said he is supportive of the concept
but stressed the colnmission must

first get some straight information
from city planners and get the cost fig-
ures straight.

"The biggest part of the loop road
plan now before us is rounding off the
corners and the cost that involves."

Mary Childs, a planning commission-
er, commented: "The biggest boner
we pulled is that we should have
called it the 'Old Surrey Trail' instead
of the loop road and it would've been
more easily accepted.

"I think people are afraid of more
traffic and problems of pedestrians
getting around. But these problems
can be worked with. When we have
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_The crowning came later then expected because the starting of
he senior class float holding an the homecoming game was dela
intennial. The float was picked the outage knocking out electricity fo
em's homecoming parade. (Staff the lights dark at the Centennial
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Personal groroth highlighted
at CASTLES grand opening

Mickey Mouse rode atop t
earlier flag to fit in with the bici
winning float for Plymouth ab
photo).

Loop rc
in camI
(Following is one in a series of arti-
des examining issues discussed by
andidates for the Plymouth City Com-
mission in an open forum sponsored
by the Plymouth League of Women
Voters. Eight are running for four
seats in the Nov. 4 election.)
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One of the major issues which has
cropped up in the 1975 Plymouth City
Commission campaign is the question
of a loop road in the central business
district.

When asked if they supported the
concept of a loop road, only two an-
swered negatively-challenger Scott
Dodge and incumbent Beverly
McAninch.

Challengers Les Howe and Tex Tho-
mann answered they were definitely
in favor of the loop road, and the

(Staff photo by Maurie Walker).
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the Fall Festival each year, the loop
road is put into effect without spend-
ing thousands ef dollars. I'm sure
when the time comes, the idea of a

loop road will go right through and be
accepted."

SCOTT DODGE, a local attorney,
commented that any rnajor improve-
ment must have good economic reve-
nue behind it.

"The present loop road, as pro-
posed, has a price tag of $4+million
and although you might see a return
on that investment, right now you
won't get a return of $42-million.
There is not a need for the loop at the
present time. I don't see this kind of a
pressing need to ease traffic flow
now.

"I have not been persuaded that the
loop road will create that much utility

yed until 9 p.m. when a power
f a three to four mile area Rept
Educational Park athletic field.
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and attract that much additional bum-

ness into town."

Les Howes said some people are
concerned about "a speedway around
the downtown section, but this isn't

what it's about. The loop road concept
would work and I support it. It's a
question of what comes first, the
chicken or the egg--the loop first and
then new business, or hope new busi-
ness comes and then think at,oat build-

ing the loop.
"The city must create a reason for

people to come to town and invest
more money in the central business
district, and that reason has to be

profit.
"The loop concept is to take land

now zoned commercial but behg used
for residential purposes and use it for
shops and offices.

"Inflation will increase the cost of

the loop road and we should get
started right away, not wait. I think
we should get more befit from Ket-
logg Park by closing off Main Street
and Penniman from traffic. Let

people walk across Main Street with-
out fearof being hit by cars. Expand
the park area. This will help keep
taxes down."

UNICEF trick or treat

Todd Shepherd (from left) and Claudia and Michael
Bradendleck will be among the young volunteers who will be
treat or tricking for UNICEF with the familiar orange and black
boxes. The Plymouth Branch of the American Association of
University Women is sponsoring the drive scheduled for Oct 28-
31. (Staff photo)
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Selt-questioning, self-awareness and
CA5I'LES, the Plymouth Community
School District's new teacher in-
service center, line the road to person-
al growth and better teaching relation-
ships with children.

That was the underlying theme of
CASTLES' official opening Tuesday
night, celebrated by an open house at
the teacher center, 987 S. Mill,
Plymouth, and a speech by Vito Per-
rone, dean of the Center for Teaching
and I.earning at the University of
North Dakota.

CASTLES, sponsored by the
Plymou01 Novt and Wayne County In-
termediate school districts, is geared
toward teacher development through
workshops and increased self aware-
ness.

Gordon Hill, one of two British
educators who heads the CASTLES
program. delinert- A.rs as "anyone
closely involved ild learning."

' 'We've got to recognize that the
e&,cational skills arent necessarily
always housed in the sch=ls," Hill
said. "I believe the talent is all over

the commlmity. We feel anyone close-
ly involved in child learning qualifies
for the title of teacller.

"In the last 10 years, education and

schools have become divorced from
the community. We're saying we've
got to come together. If parents want
to get involved in the development of
education, come to the CASTLES
building."

THROUGH THE USE of workshops
and seminars, Hill and CASTLES co-
drector Malcolm McDonald hope to
help teachers improve their relation-
ships with children and educational
techniques.

Achievement of those objectives
begin with self-awareness and exam-
ination, Perrone told about 150 teach-

ers, 4dministrators and residents
Tueday night.

"Whpit teachers more deeply under-
stand their own situation, this is the
beginning of growth," Perrone said.
"A school climate that supports this
exploration will surely find teachers
who are experiencing growth."

To grow and improve their educa-
tional tedmiques, teachers should con-
stantly examine themselves and their
methods of teaching, Perrone said.
Teachers must try new teaching meth-
oda and reduce educational objectives
to workable parts.

'*Evaluation ought to be a positive
factor in schools through which teach-

ers and children better themselves,"

the North Dakota educator said.
"Evaluation is often associated with

narrow accountability and stand-
ardized tests, but there are alterna-
tives to that.

"May this center help reestablish a
commitment to learning and growth
and a high degree of teacher profes-
sionalism," Perrone said of CAS-
TLES. "I wish this center were in

North Dakota, but if it can't be, I'm
glad it's here."
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BEVERLY MCANINCH, mayor
seeking re-election to the coninission.
said she is opposed to the loop road.

" I have come around 1804egrees on
this. I was open to this concept. But
for $4-million, and more when you
add in the bond expense, it will pli
the city much too far in debt. And I
don't know the return well get on
that debt.

I cannot agree the loop road will
(Contimled I page U)
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