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Joe Bida selected mayor
5· ballots break 3-way deadlock

JOE BIDA-NEW MAYOR I

By EMORY DANIELS

Joe Bida was selected mayor of the
'City of Plymouth Monday night after
four ballots and two caucuses broke a
deadock between three candidates.

After the deadlock was broken, the
commission cast a unanimous ballot
for Bida and, after four more ballots,
selected Thomas Turner as mayor pro
tenn.

Other candidates for the mayoral po-
sition were Norb Batterman and Jack
Moehle. Moehle was a last-minute
entry into the contest, announcing
Monday night his int6ntion to seek the
office.

In the early balloting by commis-
siones, the votes went two for Bida,
two for Batterman, two for Moehle,
and one for Turner. Once it was
known a three-way deadlock would
exist, Turner voted for himself as a
parliamentary tactic and announced
in caucus he would vote for the first

commissioner to receive a UNrd vote
for mayor.

The deadlock was finally broke
when Batterman and Bida withdrew
from the caucus' to talk privately.
After that discussion, Batterman an-
nounced he would withdraw aa a may-
oral candidate for the sake of unity on
the commission and would vote for
Bida. Turner announced his intention
to vote for Bida and on the next se-
cret ballot all commissioners voted
for Bida.

BIDA of 585 Hamilton is the first
mayor selected in recent years to live
in the older section of the city.

He had served 10 years as director
of the Department of Public Works in
Plymouth from 1955-65. Bida was
DPW director for Plymouth Township
from 1971-73. He was elected to a
four-year term in 1973 and was the
top vote-getter in that election.

After resigning as DPW director in

Plymouth Toonships asks ban
on hunting east of Ridge Rd.

Plymouth, Bida worked for Price
Brothers of Livonia, Cadillac Asphalt
Paving Co., and then joined Leo Cal-
houn Ford in Plymouth in 1969. He is
a new and used car-truck salesman.

Bida moved to Plymouth in 1956. He
and wife Irene have three children

and a grandson-daughter, Wendy,
and sons John and Tom both of who
live in Plymouth.

After being selected, Bida com-
mented: "I wish to thank the commis-
sion for giving me this position. We
all want to work together as a team
and I will do all in my power to bring
the commission together."

When announcing his candidacy at
the beginning of the meeting, Bida
said: "I was with the city 10 years as
a department head and was faithful in
doing my duties. I'm not the choice of
some groups in town because I voted
against the loop road.

"I represent no special interests.
My investments consist of savings ae-
counts in National Bank of Detroit
and in the Plymouth Community Cred-
it Union.

"I want this commission to work
closely together, and I'm strongly
against having a strong mayor form
of government here in Plymouth."

AFTER THE new commissioners
were sworn-in and the organizational
meeting started, Commissioner Be-

as mayor I tried to emphasize
openness in government and stressed
involving residents from all sections
of the city on our boards and commis-
sions.

"To avoid any conflict on this new
commission, and to help us work to-
gether. I am requesting that my name
not be put in nomination for rnayor. I
am looking forward to working elfec-
tively for the city."

Following that announcement.
Moehle announced he would like to be

selected mayor. As qualifications. he
cited degrees in engineering and busi-
ness administration and his work

duties which include responsibilities
in finance, engineering and manage-
rnent.

Moehle said he has lived in

Plymouth for 10 years and his public '
service included being a member of
the city's Municipal Building Author-
ity, member of the Plymouth Sym-

• phony, member and vice-president o{ \ 1
the Plymouth Board of Education and
his experience as a city commission-
er.

"I have no potential conflicts of in-
terest in either my job or the proper-
ty I own in town. I ask your support
because I believe I can provide the
leadership this commission needs."

IN SPEAKING for his candidacy,
Batterman said he has served on the

Both Plymouth Towiiship residents
and the board of trustees show a
clean split when it comes to hunting
regulations for the township.

A letter from Bruce Andrews of the

Department of National Resources in-
formed the board that even if the

trustees were unanimous in a request
to restrict all discharge of firearms in
the township, they could not enact the
ordinance.

Andrew's letter stated: "This stat -
ute (Act 159), being comprehensive,
preempts the field of discharge of fire-
arms and hunting regulations for all
local units of government, except
cities.

"In view of this expression of the
legislature, I can only conclt- that
political townships are not authorized
to enact ordinances prohibiting the dis-

'Subs' 2

charge of firearms or hunting with
bows and arrows."

TOWNSHIP CLERK Helen Richard-
son told the trustees that she had
talked -at'lenath with Andrews and he
had told her they could not have a ref-
erendum on the ht,ing question.

"Even if the the board agrees that
the towl,ship be closed to hunting, the
DNR would not comider it," said
Mrs. Richardson. "He said the Mich-
igan United Conservation Clubs would
also challenge the decision."

Township Supervisor J.D. McLaren
Raid he favored open hunting except
in the conservation areas.

Trustee Russell Ash said, "I would
go further with open hunting west of
Ridge--except that portion encompass-
ing the trailer parks-and south of
North Territorial."

iwarded

full contracts

Helen Richardson said she would be
opposed to reopening areas which had
been closed to hunters.

"I was brought up on a fArm and
we fought with hunters all our lives,"
said Richardson. "But for those who
want to hunt, I can't see closing hunt-
ing west of Beck Rd."

FRANK MILLINGTON said al-
though le, himself, did not hunt, he
had no objections to hunters.

"I don't like to play the numbers
game," stated Trustee Richard Gor-
nick. "We're kidding ourselves if we
think the township is a rural area.
Ten persons are as important as
10,000." He said he wanted to close
the township to hunting.

Trustee gerald Burke said that al-
though he was an avid hupter, he fa-
vored closure. "We can't allow any-
one to go out with a loaded shotgun-
with the possibility that a child could
be injured."

Joe West, trustee and also chair-
man of the Hunting Area Control Com-
mittee for Plymouth Township fa-
vored allowing the area west of Beck
Road to remain open to huding.

WEST SAID he and the committee
drove all over the area, considered it,

and talked to the sheriff before mak-
ing their recommendation to the
DNR.

"Do you have any opinion where
the ·line should be drawn?" asked Mil-
lington.

"1+ tbink Beck Road," replied West.
Ash recommended that the Hunting

..Area Control Committee be advised
that the whole township, ' to Napier
Road, be closed to hunting excluding:
Western Wayne Courty Conservation
Club Club property. His recommenda-
tion was voted down, 4-3.

Richardson offered a compromise
motion that the area east of Ridge be
closed to hunting, also the area of the
two trailer parks, which are west of
Ridge. The motion carried, 5.2. The
proposal will be presented to the hunt-
ing control committee.

This brought,response from the au-
dience of some 30 persons who attend-
ed the board meeting. "Mr. West, do
we have to kill some kids?" asked
Robert Blessed of Powell Road. He
called it a "stupid decision" and said
"the bullets were flying" while he and
son were out spraying strawberries.
"When the boy asked them to stop,"
he added, "He got a spray of buck-
shot."

verly McAninch made a statement an-
nouncing her intention not to seek the
office of mayor she has held the past
two years.

"I want to clear the air and deal
openly with concerns expressed by
some that I have been devisive and in-
effective as mayor. These have been
the innuendoes around town. although
none have been made about, my Rte g-
rity or concern.

city commission 414 years having
been appointed and then elected two
years ago to a four-year term.

"I feel well-qualified and feel I can
pull this commission together and
have members act in unison."

Batterman then addressed hiinself
to rumors floating about town that he
is tied to special interest groups in the

(Continued on page 4A)

The Plymouth Board of Education
voted 4-3 Monday night to approve
contracts for 10 teachers previously
employed as permanent subs.

At an earlier meeting, the board
voted to authorize the personnel dir ec-
tor to offer contracts to the per-
manent subs. Monday Personnel Di-
rector Norman Kee reommended of-fering contracts t each of the 10.

Voting against offering contracts
were trustees George Lawton, Joe
Gray and Gary ] n favor were

trustees Marda Marciar Bo

rowski. E.J. M m and Tom

Yack.

THE. 10 WERE hired as permanent
subs last spring when the adminis-
tration knew climbing enrollment
would require a larger faculty but
was then unsure how many additional
teachers were required.

The philosophy of hiring permanent
subs then was to give the district flex-
ibility which would allow it to hire the
exact number of teachers needed, and
place them where needed, once the of-
ficial headcount was known.

By the time fall ,arrived, however.
the district was faced with a budget

h crunch and some board members
began to question the wisdom of offer-
ing permanent contracts when the dis-
trict faces probable additional cut-
cks in its budget. Cost of the 10
subs getting contracts is some
$102.000.

LAWTON repeated his earlier posi-
tion on the issue that he would vote no
"because I'm not going to support a
motion to add staff until we have clari-
fied what the governor's recor™nenda-
tions on cuts in the education budget
will be."

Benson asked for Supt. John M.
Hoben 's recommendation. Hoben said
he didn't know how much the local
budget will have to be cut once the
state reductions are known but he sup-

Church 'adop ts'
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ctendo

ported offering contracts to the per-
manent subs.

Borowski commented: "I really
think it is an affront to these teachers
to ask them to do their job with an in-
ferior rate of pay and no fringe ben-
efits. I think it's an affront to those
children who don't know who will be
their teacher tomorrow. I think we

are obligated to treat teachers and stu-
dents fairly and it's grossly unfair to
ask someone to do a job under these
present circumstances."

McCLENDON said there are always
questions and uncertainties about any
budget, but the district had,to provide
the needed teachers to operate the
educational program the community
expects.

Borowski cautioned that failure to
offer contracts could lead to future

problems at the bargaining table with
the Plymouth Education Association
(PEA)-sole bargaining agent for
Plymouth teachers.

"If we take an enlightened manage-
ment stance tonight. I think we can
keep and protect some of our manage-

Bnent rights at the bargaining table."
Mirto commented: "We are facing

proposed large cuts in our budget.
Our first responsibility is to the per-
sons who pay thousands of dollars into
this district-the taxpayers.

"We are faced with' uncertainties
and a rocky road ahead on the budg-
et. Yet certain board members have
already established their budget prior-
ities which is the furthest thmg from
enlightened management."

In other action, the board heard a
report from the administration on a
proposal- from Wayne State Univerity
todoacost analysis study on the ex-
pense of the educational program at
the Centennial Educational Park.

Trustees decided to meet with the
WSU representatives befon making a
decision on the study.

Vietnam <
The Vietnamese family sponsored

by Our Lady of Good Counsel Catho,lic
Parish has arrived and the Christian
Service group of the church is hoping_
for a donation of a dining room table
and chairs which will seat a family of
10.

Lien Ngoc Vu and his wife have
nine children, but the one-motith-old
baby won't be joining his parents and 
eight brothers and sisters at the table
for a year or so.

The baby was born in the refugee
camp h Pennsylvania where the Vus
have lived since their evacuation
from their homeland last spring. \

A SPONSORING group must guaran-
tee a job for the father and housing
for the family.

Nu, a tailor by trade, is working for
Dave Henry in the Old Village Uphol-
stery Shop. The family is in tempo-
rary quarters in Vista Marie home in
northwest Detroit until their house on
Kellogg is ready.

A work crew from the parish clean-
ed the house last Saturday. This week-
end they hope to paint the interior.

Rewiring is necessary before the do-
nated stove and refrigerator can be
plugged in.

Pat O'Loughlin of the Christian Serv-
Ace organization says they also have
received beds, clothing and some ap-
pliances.

Clothmg is a problem because it is
difficult to match sizes to the individ-
uals, according. to American stand-
ards.

"Mr. Vu has a 14-inch neck size and

family
21-inch arm length," said Mrs.
O'Loughlin. "The 13-year-old weighs
just 50 pounds but has a 234nch waist-
line."

FRED HILL of John Smith men's
wear m going to have the children
measured and try to come up with a
set of sizes to facilitate outfitting the
family with clothing. The oldest child
is 15. The parents are in their late
30s.

The local parish decided to sponsor
a Vietnamese family in answer to a
special national plea by the bishops of
the United States.

"The camp in Pennsylvania was al-
most like a concentration camp," said
Mrs. O'Loughlin. "They were not al-
lowed to go out of the camp and no
one was allowed in to visit them."

Communication has been a problem
because the family does not speak
English. They have been able to have
some exchange of information
through another refugee sponsored by
St. Thomas  Catholic Chucch in De-
troit. The interpreter is a photogra-
pher who has slides taken while ihey
lived in the camp. Mrs. O'Loughlin
says she hopes the· photographer will
give a slide presentation of a typical
day in the refugee camp to a local at}-
dience.

Persons wishing to donate clothing
or furniture, or who wish information
on how they can assist the Christian
Service group in the family project
should call Barbara Cousineau at 459-
0594 or Mrs. O' Loughlin at 453·0881.
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Lien Ngoc Vu, althlgh a tailor by trade, is happy to be
working in Dave Henry's Old Village Upholstery Shop and have
his family moved out of the Pennsylvania refugee camp. (Staff
photo by Maurie Walker)

inside SOLD -
BY SAT DAY A.M.

Mrs. Thorn Zajdel placed
this ad in Thursday edlion:

Amusements 8„98 COCKAP
mala an 9:92,MIL/AL:6(r,#

Bazaars . 78 weeks o M .ah babl•.

Breviths U And all seven puppes were
Classifie d Ads 846C gone by Saturday morning.
Editoria 1- Opinion MA Very plqsed with the reults,
Obituaries 24 12A Mrs. ZajdN told us that she wil
Plymoth Past, Present 6A ··, certainly use The Otlerver
Readers' Forum 15A & Eccentric, whenever I have
Religion 4-58 something to sell."
Sports 14C Why don't you give our wad
Suburban Life .1B ads a try? You'll be as pleased
Witch Watch 13A as Mrs. Zajdel.

CALL
ClassifE d Want Ads 8-1GC
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