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Despite income tax hike, schools need dual tax
By M.B. Dillon Ward
staff writer

Though the recent increase in the
state income tax will mean more reve-

nue for local schools, a summer tax

still is essential for the Plymouth-Can-
ton school district, according to Ray-
mond K Hoedel, assistant superintend-
ent of business for the district

A $2.2 million defidt is projected for

the schools' 1983-84 fiscal year, due
largely to deferred and reduced state
aid payments and decreased interest
earning». A $25 million drop in the
state equalized evaluation means a
$875,000 loss.

"The outlook is a little brighter be-
cauR of the income taI package pass-
ing," said Hoedel, who's optimisUc the
state will make good on its June pay-
ment

"But a lot will depend 00 (the state's)
cash flow and how fast it's built up by
then."

Both the February and April s tate
aid payments to Plymouth-Canton
were deferred, meaning a total delay
of 1592,000.

SCHOOL OFFICIALS participated
in a special two-day workshop last
week to discuss the district's financial

Suspect
held in 

dilemma . Possible cutbacks, the pro-
posed summer tax, food service, and
borrowing needs were addressed.

Projected cutbacks ranged from a
total of $525,121 to $2,586,995, with
staffing targeted for up to $1,317,600 in
reductions.

School finances are "iffy" due to un-
certainty about *e amount of forth-
coming state aid, the borrowing ability
of the district and declining enroll-

ment. District officials know the state

won't pay $220,000 in aid deferred last
fall, said Hoedel, who "lives, sleeps and
eats" the budget.

The financial picture isn't totally
bleak, added Hoedel

"Last year we borrowed $17 million.
This year we only had to borrow about
$6 million, which is a significant drop
The interest paid on the $17 million to-
talled $1 3 million, equal to one mill.

'That's how important the summer
tax is, and something people don't real-
ize," said Hoedel.

The $6 million in borrowed funds

cost the district about $100,000 in inter-

est

How much the district will have to

borrow in 1983-84 is as yet undeter-
mined.

Please turn to Page 4
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van theft *il
By Arlene Funke .7 -4-1 .-76„.1- I .-.-.

and Gary M. Cates -.0.-

staff writers 7 --

A Livonia man was arrested early -
Wednesday morning by Canton Town-
ship Police in connection with the theft
of van. --.* allPolice later learned that the man is -"-'4'.27-*41.AE€,» 2 !
on parole from Jackson State Prison ....0-Gill-

and wanted byatleast two other police - Jjilllllll'lli'I/-'IIIIIIIIIIJIIMIII'-di'-I==Ai==a Wir Ill --departments. He origfhally gave Can-
ton police an alias and is known to have
used at least 10 aliases A fingerprint
check revealed his true identity.

Howard A Wills, 26, of 12180
€12Cardwell, was arrested after Canton

officers reeeived a complaint about a
loud noise at Tillotwn and Kirk roads. ==44.1

The officers found the man "nodding V--32SYCDVV//I'll"--Im --/I --llil Ifla «

' i3tlnegva wgB r;ji° 2:t 114'-'* :'a.::
Stewart. A check revealed that the van  d- &
had been stolen from Joseph Perko of 

..... INI4. ,--*- -*.*. --*f„=0,-- Ir-fFA'F---4- Ii-
Wills pleaded not guilty Wednesday ''- V'0-$-'.•5-,-'--R=-i· -=av.,:d- .....
in :5th District Court to a charge of '-=..1,*2
possession of stolen property or theft of A=--Nli
an automobile (When an automobile ts

a-_, •t

stolen from one community and recov- - C . 5
I .

. I.ered in another, the individual in pos- -          . - I..

session is charged with an either/or
-

warrant and the judge must decide 61y •
which charge to use during a prelimbnary eIamination ) A syringe was                                          -
found in the van and Wills also was giv . .

1.31 4, 4....•...•6 0..1.2/

ena couM appearance ticket for pos- GARY CASKEY:staff pholographer

session of drug paraphernalia

JUDGE JAMES GARBER set a
$5,000 cash bond for Wills pending a
preliminary examination scheduled for
today He is being held in Wayne Coun
ty Jail due to his parole :tatus

Wills al,O was turned over to North

ville Town,hip police Wedn-liy and
charged in connection with a February
breaking and entering, according to
Capt Philip Presnel]

A not guilty plea to the breaking and
entering charge was entered for Wills
Wednesday morning in 35th thstrict
Court Judge Garber set a $15,000 eash
bond for the break-in charge

Detroit police also have a warrant
for Wills' arrest, according to Plym-
outh police Lt Henry Berghoff Wills
apparently missed a court date In con
nection with a Detroit breaking and en
tering

Willa was on parole from a twoyear
sentence in Jackson State Prison for at-

tempted entering without breaking
He faces, if convicted, maximum

penalties of 5 years in prison for the
stolen van and 15 yean in prlion lor
the Northvllle Township break-in
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i.,-c¢zn case

goes to court

A 29-year-old man face, trial in
W.yoe County Circuit Court on a
tharge be shot him nepbew over a can of
notor oil late lut month

De,rnis Spencer, of Trall, Court, Can-
on, was bound over to circuit court
Ht week A pretrial hearing ia •ched
Iled for April 29 He B clurged with
-ult *th intent to commit great
odlly harm 1- than murder and poi
e-ion ot a firarm incommt=loo of a

elon, Spel- remati free on
10,000 per•ocal bond
The ineld-t occurred at the Un-

01=hire towila.le 8 Joy
aid March 20 Joi.0 27, 01

• Imi Trai Court ad*-, wiu
Vted 101 B=,*01 voIII to hil arm,
'110...14
Accordill to pollee, Coleman and
/1/,car (¥1 0/p- b,marria/N) had
14 0 t wher-bo- 01 I can
mlor 011 1, the "I'In'Id ol <he

. P.

Tuesday's trip to Tonquish

day morning and afternoon for kindergarten students at Bird Elementary School in Plymouth is a walk aloi
) Page 3A for the story and photographic report.

n knocked agai,
Lth townships in criticisi

411<Sig'illi

A favorite activity every Tues
Creek Manor. To find oul

School sta
By Gary M C•li
staff wrllec

Criticism, fired at Omnicom Cable

illon': performance in the Ply,noul
Canton area came from a new dir¢

tlon recently
A .chool :taff member, who coon

nate• cable television productions
the »chook, leveled meveral charg
against the company in a letter mail
to local government leaders late 11
month

School media advt,er Mark E¥
outlined Ieveral areu 01 concern in I

letter - the receot filming of a tale
ed and Zifted (TAG) student festivi
the filming of the Johnny Mann ebor
festival, equipment needed for t
mchoo! sy,tim, the airing of the FOCI
and WIcky Show (produced by Dcho
perionnel) and the Iign-oct policy f
portable equipment

Even'* coace- are behl work.
out. aeoording to Belly Seely, Omi
com vio• pr,lid# and general man
ler

A cooph ol th- already have be,
dl,c-ed and r-olved," Seely mald Fi
day

E- *ould have Ulked with On,r
com olfletah before writing hl, lett,
Seely.,d

Part of the problern I a l,ck
Comm=icatioe

Thi TAG filtival tapiN r-ulted
"-- man ho-,pit = a tap. th

why Mudents enjoy the trip. turn k

Omnico

ffer joins wi
'The problems in this
letter were years in the

v making· · · .Changes
.h

,c will not come easily.'
- Mark Even

11- media advioor
In

ed should have been created for documen
It tation of the festival rather than a

cable quality program," Even sald
en He gugge,ts the taping could have
11, been done for a cable quality program,
lt- but the nece-ary planning wu lack-
11, ing
11 EVEN SAID he wamit notified about
be Omnicorn's Intent to Bhow the Joi*ny
ky Mann choral fltlval at the Plymouth
4 Salem High School •odlto,ium until the
or ' day d the event - and them It wu by

chance be learned of It
Bicat. of the late nolice he "re-

d. ne,ed on him yearbook respomibilitim
a. for thit eventag to ,-t In thelet up"

Alio, a plice of equipment (a modu-
m later) "promi,ed u pe}t 04 tli total
i. picka. for the thool ilitim" h.-'t

been .dv,red,t,EveolaW
The Book' lack d ce# eqmipment

, meal• E- t-t rely on Omalcom for
u.iltana "It /-7 b- -sy," /

4 •ald
(hnnicom'* 84*ment 'm't kept 10

A good maint,nance, 00ordh 'Eve•
.t H• u.,7/IUM'ule'll'Y. p.

ority policy for itgning out the suitcase
studios The priorities are local govern-
ments first, then schools, then Omni-
com

LBtecomers could ruin taping plans
made in advance, Even said

Seely said the company li working on
the rule, for the suitcase studios

"We are trying to organize those
rules right now Bo they are fair and eq
ultable for everyone," she Bald

The airing of the· Ricky and Wicky
Show "leaves Domething to be desired,"
Even •aid

BETWEEN Feb 17 and March 21,
there were 18 acheduled limes for the
atrin, of theshow At least flve tin- it
wu never lown, and It •u down on
time ooly oace, he uid

'1'be rimlt of thin Ls a frultrated at-

Utude toward, cable production With a
Bhow that I produced 95 percent on in
dividual Ume, all the crew memben
are alking themielve, 11 it la worth
coatinging

-rhe pro-n, In th• letter were
yean In th makin decisio= were
made by indivklials no longer 8-ociat
ed wlth the,chool Vt=4 Ommicom or
city governme." 60 .1.

al- vill Bot eome e-1, Im-
prov,-- I loductton rejabllity
will not corel -Uy; hi ald A city d
Mymod cdll ad•laory committee
meitiy hi *m called to dhie- the
.**I WI. aceordl. l aty

Manager Henry Graper

The committee, comprised of city
and township residents, ha,n't met in
more than a year

Until re€ently, criticism of Omni-
com'i quality of service was attributed
to similar cable committees and offl
Mals in Canton and Plymouth town-
ships (The city of Plymouth reached a
quick Bettlement with the company
over Its concerns }
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ng Ann Arbor Trail to Tonquish

rns of cable
CANTON TOWNSHIP reached an

understanding with Omnicom about
three months ago, after an intense in-
vestlgation into the company's compli
ance with the franchise agreement.

After township officials initiated re-
vocation proceedings, Omnicom agreed
to upgrade Its »ervice - including sup-
plementing the local programmir,
staff, Inerealing the ,taff availability,
adding channel capability and purr*»
Ing more public access equipment
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