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Teacher bargaining still' far apart' ola money
With achool set to start in less than

three weeks, negotiating teacher, and
officials in Plymouth-Cantoo Commum
nity school district find them•elves
"pretty far apart in terms of money,"
according to Tom Cotner;chief negoti-
ator for the Plymouth-Canton Edoca-
tion Anociatioo, (PCEA).

A year ago, PCEA ratified a two-
year conhet The first year stlpulated
a wage freeze. Provisions were made
to reopen negotiations on salaries and

the school calendar for 1983-84.

Talks resumed in May, and recently
a calendar was adopted. The latest de-
velopment: entail a district requelt for
language changes in the contract re
garding the,chool day.

"They're interested in language ben-
eficial to them which (presently) are
guaranteed for a year. We told them
we could accommodate to an extent

some of them," said Cotner.
"But the money difference 18 so

great that we asked them to explore
the possibillty with the board of educa-
tion of two-year agreemect where we
would be freer to talk about Dome lan-

guage changes and could be a little
more optimistic about Bettling on a sal-
ary *chedule."

Neither Norman Kee, Plymouth'a ase
sistant superintendent for employee »
lations, nor Cotner would elaborate on
propoeed salary or language adiast-

meets for fear of jeopardiking prog-
rea.

Negotiations are on hold until at
least Monday when Superintendent
John Hoben li expected back in town.
Cotner Bald he expects things to start
happening Aug. St

THE DIBTRICT 11 willing to talk
about an additional year, said Kee.

"When we meet agaln wehopetobe
in a po,ition to have more information

andto be able to talk about a yel tr ex-
tension," he said.

Kee expects a breakthrough Al 4. 14
or 25, "or sooner if We can get more
data on our potential for 19844 )5. We
need to try to estimate the state equal·
ized valuation (property tai assels-
ments and the revenue they p roduce)
and state aid for Dext year 80 1 that we
have Bomething to talk about"

However, with the first day o / school
fast approaching, the teachers' union is

becoming increasingly penimistle
about reaching a settlemf ant prior to
Aug. 30.

"Al far u the general tone of negoti
ations, (the district> has beeo accom·
modating in lome thing, ... but oer
concern is the diffenoces between us
may be insurmountable,'" said Cotner.

"We may find our•ellves in a lit-
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Doctor' s shooting death
linked with Islamic sect
4 Artine Funks e aceelera

staff writer
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Murder startles neighbors
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By Arlen, Funke
staff writer

Mu:affar Ahmed, 36, an anesthesiol-
ogist at Wayne County General Hospi-
tal, wu :hot todeath Monday evening
in his home 00 Courtland in Cantoo.

Courtland is In Pickwick subdivialoo

near Ulley and Ford.
Police said the victim, secretary of

an Islamic Kct in Detroit may have
been caught in a bloody internal strug-
gle within the religious group. Ahmed
we a native of India.

Phone, have been ringing and oeigh-
ton have clustered in groups to talk
about the murder, according to Verna
George, prmident of the crime preven-
tion Neighborbood Watch program in
the subdivision. He say• he has beeo
fielding phone calls from curious and
concerned residenta.

"There have been a lot of quegtions,"
George uid. "People wanted to know if
it wu a family (dbpute) or drug relat-
ed, or momething involving the neigh-
borbood. Nothing Uke this has hap·
pened in the neighborhood."

NEARBY RESIDENTS know little

about Ahmed, who recently moved to
the area with his wife and a mon,
around 3 yun old.

"They moved In about mid·June,"
aid Lona I,each. 'lbey are very pri-
vate people. It'# all very strange."

"Their little boy played with our
Udrem/' added Jean Stachura, anotb-

er neighbor. '-They didn't really come
and mingle."

The footing occurred around 9:40
p.m. Monday, according to reports.

"I wu in the back of the house, on
the deck," Leach said. "We thought the
shot• were nrecracken"

TIO CHn.DREN, 13-year•old Rot>-
ert Darr m and his sister, Laurie, were
*tanding oo their driveway. They re-
ported meing a man ina blue logging
suit run from the house and jump into a
white car walting at curbside with a
driver.

The children provided police with the
velicle'• lice- number.

Moments later, neighbors heard
Ahmed's wife and ®00 screaming. The
Deighbon rumbed to call police and the
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Plymouth picketers

Hanging up on Ma Bellfire department rescue unit
Family members told police a man

had come to the house and spoke with
Ahmed about "religious view,"
moments before the shooting. The phy-
gician was dead at theene.

Ahmed had been employed by Unt-
verlity Medical Affiliates, a group of
phy:lelam who staff Wayne County
General Hospital. According to reports,
Ahmed was born in India and educated

in Paklitan. He completed his restden-
cy at Michael Reese Hospital and Med-
leal Center in Chicago.

Prior to hio current pogitloo, the phy-
sician wu affiliated with Wyand{Rte
General Hospital. He became an Amer-
lean citizen in 1982,

"It'; unfortunate," said John Ko·
lonvary, anistant adrninistrator for
University Medical Facility. "Dr. Ah-
mad wu a real benefit to our staff."

THE PUBLIC? Or, WHY SHOUU>N'T
THE SALE OF HANDGUNS BE RE-
ErTRICTED?

Give . a call at 459-2704 between

now and : p.m. Friday. Watch Mon.
dafs Obierver for your 30*cond re-
opcae.

By @*fy M. Catle
staff writer

Workers from the Plymouth
Michigan Bell office on Ann Arbor
Road are among the 675,000 opera-
ton and technicians on strike across
the nation this week.

The Plymouth workers, members
of the Communications Worken of

America (CWA) Local 4013, walked
out at midnight Saturday when their
contract with Michigan Bell ex-
pired.

The strike came shortly before
the planned break up of the Ameri-
can Telephone and Telegraph
CAT&T) Company's Bell System. The
Jan. 1 break up 9 part of an anti-
trust settlement with the U.S. Jus-

Uce Department.

Job security - in view of the im-
pending divestiture - along with
wage, are among the list of Issues to
be mettled.

"They're doing nothing for our job
security," said Sharon Rowland of
Garden City. "They're telling us to
pay your own money and go back to
@chool."

Rowland, an operator at the
Plymouth office, also said working

conditionB for operate rs need to be
improved.

"When a call comes in, we have to

handle it and get it of f our board in
25 seconds," she said.

£'Three-quarters o f the people
here are on written o r verbal repri-
mands for that (not g etting calls off
10 25 8econds).

"They want us to, be courteous,
and they want us toi M accurate, yet
the time to do it in is going down.
You're timed for eve ry Reond.

'*That's why the customers won-
der why thefre 001 1 getting the ser-
vice thefre payin g for," Rowland
said.

The Plymouth of Efice houses some
500 employees, 0 1 which 100 are
long-distance oper 'atom, said Greg
Gordon, a media r ·elations manager
for Michigan Bell.

Although Gord, )0 wasn't certaln
of the 15*con, 1 limit, he said
"there are perfo rmance standards
u there are in a ny buslnesa which
handles large voli ames."

During the st rike, work at the
Plymouth office is being handled by
management, he uid.

"By now, peot,le would agree the
strike 18 having, Iome effect on oper-

ator aervice, " Gordon said.
Besides (the job security and

working col adition issues, the CWA
aod Bell System are also at logger-
heads over 1.ages and benefits.

"Because of our productivity, Bell
made $7.2 billion last year. Now
they want, m to pay a large percent-
age of our Blue Cross," said Doris
Titus, the Plymouth office CWA
stewart.

"It'i nof t Uke Chrysler. Bell made
$7.: billio n and we want our part of
It - we worked for lt," Titus said.

Currea tly, a top-scale technician
makes 11,65 per week, while a top-
scale of,erator makes $389 per
week.

As of 1 onday, the company's last
offer wc,uld have limited wage in-
creaaes 'to 35 percent a year for the
next th,ree years for experienced
workerl . Unexperienced workers
would receive a one-time raise of

$250 plir week.
Inch, ded in the offer was a cost-

of-livig g allowance of three-quar-
ten of the annual increase In the
Consunaer Price Index.

"Thijy're just playing games,"
said Dave Cuzzort of Westland

"They just want concessions like the
other companies."
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It ofrated frmn Int to 107:. On
Alill D, 1041 a toll gate mafer -
phold mar th#e by the Sara Am OB
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Amo,le.a Rovolutioa

With the promi# from the country to
knlrove the latineetion the stone
marker wl moved. But work never
began, and thestoee /1/pet away.

At that tin* fomer mayor Harold
0-ther wkid the city commi=ton
for Wmli to have the *tone mark-
er broqlt up to date and pIKod ca a
-00 01 city DroDerty at the rear of the

ne shift wl,• -er made but the

1*000 li Nported to be :Ull in *ood eon-
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tbe lateriection. Among the thing. sug-
gated was & mebo that would act u
a guard again*t reckles# driving. It wu
to be copied after the guebo that has
woeked 00 well in Marshall.

Now that county 1, keeping its
pcomise After 10 years, the traffic wit]
be hAndled much better and the reloca.
Uon of the old It- that marked the
led of the fam- toll rood may be·
come a reality.

™ 01*mt' 1: atoo widening the In·
ter-tion of Mill and Ann Arbor Trall.
And this Immer the city will be pav·
14 Meth Street Imen the Ma,nower
Hotel weet to Byron (near Plymouth
Gl-, almvit to Ane Arbo* Read).
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