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Break-ins increase

siNnce year's start

By Gary M. Cati
staff writer

It will happen to one business or
house owner in Plymouth soinetime to
day. They won't even expect it, and it
will happen to them. Tomorrow it will
happen to another; possibly a oeighboc,
or possibly you.

Burglaries and attempted burglaries
of homes and/or businesses in the
Plymouth area currently average one
per day. The numbers have increased
dramatically for homes, while decreas-
ing slighUy for businesses.

This year alone, from Jan. 1 to Nov.
30, some 212 Plymouth area homes
have been broken into - an increaae of
61 percent from the same period in
1982. The number of business break-ins
for that same period is down by 22 per-
cent, from 88 breakins in 1982 to 68
break-ins in 1983

"It'g the worst I've ever seen it,” said
Lt. Henry Berghoff, a 30-year veteran
of the Plymouth PoUce Department.

"But the BuE's (breaking and enter-
ing®© are up in the whole area, it's not
just Plymouth," Berghoff said.

A4li

"As far as the break-in of homes, un-

til just lately those were a novelty

The increaaing amount of burglaries
has grown to such large proportions
that police and homeowners organtza-
tions are declaring war on the intrud-
ers, according to Plymouth Township
Police Chief Car! Berry.

Residents are responding to the
problem with the formation of Neigh-
borhood Watch groups - volunteer or-
ganizations to watch each other's
homes. The police are responding with
increased investigations of burglaries,
and surveillance of burglary suspects.

Meanwhile, local governments such
as Plymouth Township are sponsoring
crime prevenUon programs on cable
television, as well as putting communt-
ty service officers on the street to
check houses and patrol neighborhoods.

"It is important that homeowners
know bow many EM,E's are occurring
out here,” Berry said.

Besides prompting homeowners to
take precautions when they leave, in-
forming resident8 of the ongoing prob-
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Plymouth Police Officer Bob Henry plic- another pin In a map
showing whife the community's b,lak-lns have occurred. The

scattered pins repre,int a 61 pe/cont Increase in home burgla-

rles.

lem will aid police in their investigi
tions, he Bald.

"We need people to report suspiciou
circumstances in their neighborhom
With the amount of B&E's occurrin#
someone has to see someBing.”

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE for all tb
break-ins? Polite believe a great ma
jority of them are done by local peoph
usually younger people between tb
ages of 15 and 21.

"I think most of our problems are k
cal people. We are getung some pe:
centage of it from the expre=ways, bu
the biggest part is being done by peopl
from right here in the community,
Berry said.

Throughout the year police have ar
rated several groups they believ
were responsible for various break-im
However, just as one group or person i
arrested another one picks up.

And, adding to the trony, in mor
than one case the arrested person ts re
leased on bond and commits more bur
glaries.

"We have had some people go ou
and break into a house the Name nigh
they were released on bond,” Bergbof
said.

He doem't blame the courts f of thA
situation, because "there just im’
enough *pace for them in thijails.”

Once Irrelted, otiendon * 1
Pl,mooth-emton are. fiee an *tratgo
ment in 35th District Court Judgi
James Garber, one of two judge, at U
35th, handles many of the arraign
ments.

"It's a rare Monday or Thursday w,
don't have someone in for breaking an,
entering. Most are local kids, but no

all are local kids. We get a certall
amount we call our ‘transient train.”

Garber said.

Another term Garber uses in relatiot
to young house burglars 18 "perennials’
- the repeat offenders who continue U
show up in court.

"Once you start having repeat ar-
raignments, you start to recognize
them coming through," he said.

However, this phenomenon is con-
sistent with the findinp of studies on
criminals, he said.

The finding of one presidential com-
minton, to which Garber served u a
consultant, found that 90 percent of the
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Canton reeldent Charles Langill claimi to have retired years ago. However, he continue, to work
on projects which turn Into amazing pleces of art. Building scaled-down ver,lon, of lhips, such as
the whaling boil above, takl Langell many houri of painitaking carving. But his talents are not
limited to bolts. For a look at his other carvings and a story on hie career, turn to page 3A in today'*

Observer.

Arrested burglars strike even while out on bond

By Gary M Cati
staff writer

Although many people would like to
see accused house burglars kept off the
streets while awaiting trial, the judges'’
hands are tied in most cases

"It is true magy accused burglari
commit more break-ins while released
on bond,” said Judge James Garber of
the 35th District Court in Plymouth.

However, the likelihood of a suspect
committing another burglary while
awaiting trial can't be reason for set-
ting a high bond to insure that the Indj-
vidual 18 kept behind bars

"The setting of bond is not to be used

Judges' hands

as a form of punishment. All persons
are enUtled to reasonable bond, "
Garber said.

When Betting bond, judges, by law,
must consider an established set of cri-

berta.

Fint is the seriousness of the alleged
crime - such u a misdemeanor

versus a felony, or a violent crime
versus a non-violent crime.

Second ts the accused individual's
prior criminal record, exclusive of any

are tied due to crowded jails

juvenile offenses which are inadmissi-
ble in court.

Third ia the likelihood of the Individ-
ual to show up for trial. For th18 ele-
ment, Judges consider what ties the
penon has to the community, such as

residence, work, family, and so on,
Garber said.

TIED TO THIS is a recent court or-
der in Wayne and Oakland counties
which stlpulates that persons accused
of misdemeaners and awaiUng trial

can't be sent to the county jail due to
overcrowded conditions

Likewise, judges are advised against
sending persons accused of non-violent
felonies to the county jail.

"Under the advisory we are to look
for all ways possible not to send people
down to the county jail,"” Garber said

L,ocal jails are out, according to the
judge, since a prisoner's stay is limited
(by Btate regulations) to 72 hourz in the
local lockups.

With these factors in mind, Garber
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Cold weather hu ruled out any
epreading of dut retardant on unpaved
roal Mi year

Loee-1 officials now bme to have a
court order forcing Be Wayne County
Rold Commi=ion to begin Freading
the Wt palliatlve chloride by,pring

Bicauoe of a di,put* betioon the
reed commiloc aed local to-hipx
ere-01 and dirt roads have not bom
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N Ine Wam County townihip. In
cledi Cantoe and Pinnouth, llled suit
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Wam Coant, arcult Court Judge

appealed to the Michigan Court of
Appe+k where a decistoo 1, not ex-
pected before mid-1984.

THE )WNSHIPS recently requeit-
ed a bearin, bore Judge Finch, ask-
ing that thi roid oommlitoo "show
can,e" why It b not In contempt of
court for failing to follow the jud,e's
earlter rultng placing rip-Ibility on
the roed commis,ton,

"Unfortunately, chlortding can't be
doei *hi th, Imperature la below 60
die«-0" Mid C. (lorald Homming, at-
tomy for C-00 To-hip, who |
handll, tholow,lIt.
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'The (circuit) court ha ruled in our*
behalf,” Hemming Mid. "It'oc a matter
of Wforcing that order."”

AT ISSUE B who should pay the
coits of maintaining the 100 mil- of
unpaved county road: which run
through the various towne<hip, Can-
ton'* portion repreient: 39 mile, of un-
pivid roade, while Plymouth Township

ha:22 miles

The rood commi-lon wants to
charge thi tow=hipi -rly 0-,000
to spray thi road, thrl Um- a year
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swirling dust which aggravated health
and traffic problem.

Test Imony Indicated that although
the county refu,«1 to continue funding
the program, It inglited epraying was
nece-ary, that the township, continue
the work, and that they pay for it.

The road comminion Insisted that It
let out the contract for the ,praying
The road commillion charged 0900 a
mile, but wu able to lub€ootract the
work for just 1000 a mile

When the townihip, refu,ed to con-
Unue *praying at their co,t, they were
tickited by the Wayne County Health
Dpartmeet

Judge M.ch's dect,lon ordered the
road commiyjilloo to oonUnue 4.,Ing
re-, U It hao dom "htorloally "
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considered the problem with house bur-
glars.

In the Plymouth-Canton area many
of the accused burglars are between
the ages of 17 and 21 and live in the
ommunity

Because of the relative young age,
nany of the accused persons don't have
prior criminal records - since juvenile
iffenses aren't counted. Also, a house
ireak-in is considered a non-violent fel-
ny

These factors, coupled with the fact
that many of the suspects live in the
community, force the judges to set low
bonds. Thus, the accused burglar is al-
towed to return to the streets while
awaiting trial, creating the possibility
of more break-iris
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HOWEVER, Garber said the prob-
tem used to be worse During the 19708
the state's laws were changed to allow

for consecutive sentencing for crimes
committed while out on bond.

Before the change, ali sentences
were served concurrently - meaning a
person could be arrested for a house
break-in, be released on bond and coin-
mit another break-in, and receive the

same number of years in prison despite
the number of convictions

The result of the concurrent sen-
tence, in effect, was granting the

accused a license to commit as many
break-ins as he wanted while out on

bond, Garber said.

"OVERWHELMING"

M Dalen was delighted with the
Observer & Eccentrk HELP
WANTED class,fled ad placed for a
baby Biller. "1 had 00 many
applicants, approximalely 25, I'm

sure Eli find the righl person for the
Job’
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