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Drug policies

target action
 •••• /4/mirl
staff wflter

Sc,001 officials are cautiously opti-
mkstic about the effective- of anew

drug intervention program

Last May, the Plymouth€aotoo
school board adopted a policy betting
forth specific steps wheh ahigh achoot
stodent h discovered buying, selling or
uning drup. A similar plan for the mid-
dle achools wal adopted in July.

ter,entlon prognm, Cooper said. At
the high,chool level, thef*re was 20·
30 stodentl

The Pt,mouth-Canton school board
has expelled six students this school
year for dealing drup

Trustee U. *Cleadon, who sits 00
the drug polle committee, said the
Dew policy"has eertainly been a small
part in the mosaic of efforts dedicated
to curbing substance abuse."

MORE MUDENTS are being
caught at the middle-achool level -
grades 5-7 - a period when interven-
tiools crucial according to Cooper.

«I attribute that Oncrene) to weed-
ing it out -not increased drug use,"
Cooper said. "We're seeing (behavior)
we dido't see before. The middle*bool
age b crucial because attimdes about
one'• *elf, and relationships with oth-
en, are being formed"

Intervention * a "cooperative ven-
ture." accordlog to Cooper. Admints-
trators at the high*hool level have a
cholce of involvtng the parents 00 the
fint offe- Someurnes a talk Vith the
ideot willstop a casual drug uler.

For mldme-•cbool students. parenta
are call# r in immediately. Family
member: must atteod together a 34-
hour film on the dangers of chemical
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1 feel encouraged," said Pile Cooper
of the alternative educatioo program,
who also coordinated the develop,neat
of the drug policy. "We have enhanced
awareness."

But, Cooper cautioned, "there ks still
a ]0¢ that hal to be evaluated." Plam

are In progren to expand the=pe of
the program.

IN THE PAST, there was no district-
wide policy, and cames were handled in-
dividually inthe ,choob. Thelackoll
comistent plan and record of a -
dent'a drug - led to a "co:*piracy of
•11•nee," according to Cooper.

The-• pcy, which ba,evolved
O- the Put'couple ®04 10- Out
qi,ine mniles. Th•,0 1,el- -
pendon, deussiom with Itudent and
parents, drug intervention and educa-
tion ImInan and, to Bome caaes. po·

Brian Woll of Livonia wo,ks on a caIng in Schoolcraft Collr, (.x :
Ice carvings goifig, going, gon e 
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Uce Involvement

Expulsion takes place on the third of-
fense.

' lbil 18 meant to bring to the fore-
front tboee people whole drug use 18
out of control and give them help/'
Cooper sald. "The drugs of choke are
alcohol and marijuana. The drug of
cholee make, little differenee - the

ph-me- h the aame."

TEACHERS AND administrator, at

the higb,chool and middle«hool lev-
elb ha,eattended workshops to learn
how to recognize and deal with stu-
dent: who become chemically depend-
eat

According to Cooper, symptoms may
Include pent:tent troancy or behavior
mblemX worsening grades, drastlc at-
titude change and changes in appear-
ance ad circle of friends

™ new peer groupprovide, accept-
ance for the chemical dep--7.
"Thit tione piece of the punle that h
critical," Cooper Iaid. "KIN doo't
make other kids do thing» - kh
choole to do thing•."

During November and December, a
total 01 21 middle-school *dents and

*Ir parent, took parl in the drugln-

dependeocy.

Serious users may have to go away
for a 6-10 week treatment at a center
in Minnesota or Toledo, according to
Cooper. There - removed from
friends, family and other pressures -
"recovery Is the only !:sue," be said.

AN EETIMATED 15-20 students
have been referred for such treatment

inthepast 144 years, Coopersaid.

'With chemically dependent youth,
ve're spinning our wheels until we get
them away," Cooper said. "With ado-
leicent:, we're dealing with a critical
time in their development We're talk-
Ing about rebuilding their lifestyle, and
that'I :cary."

Once the studentreturns home, he or
she need: follow-up treatment and a
0*port group, Cooper sald Plans are
In the work: to develop anabstinence
iupporl group for high achool student•
retarning borne from treatment and to
help stodents who are having trouble

A committee of teachers I love,0-

pting the p-bility of expanding tbe
interveotio• program to the element•-
ry »chooll And Cooper hopes to gain
the support 01 community groops in

ly Gary M. Cate•
staff writer

Here's an unusual glft idea for
thooe hard-to-buy-for people: an tee
cIrving from the Plymouth Ice
Scoplture Spectacular. Just imagine
the surpri»e of receiving a 150-
pound ice mouse for your front
yard'

Starting today, bids for the
mnaller ke carving, around the
downtown Plymouth area will be
received at the Plymouth Gathering
00 Peoniman Avenue.

The ics carving ute is being coor-
dtnated by the American Legtoo
Pliage43ayde Post and all pro
ce- will go toward the ati= of
the Year cholarshlp fund and the
Special Olympics.

'*There 411 be numbers placed
under the statues to IdentUy them,
along with the minimum bid which
will vary bet-0 Sl and *1" Iaid
Bill Nlcholas, sale coordinator.

Potential bu,en are being uked
to submit their bi* including stat-
I n=nber and phone =,ber, ina
box at the Gathering by 0 pin·
nnday. Succe=ful hidden will be
nottned by phone on Friday

Legion sells sculptures
city totals festival bills

Buyers must provide their own
meam of removal and transporta-
tton for the statues, Nicholas said.
Pick up time will be from 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. Saturday, and noon to 4 p.m
Sunday at The Gathering.

City Manager Henry Graper said
the carvings are being donated to
the American Legion since that
group developed the auction idea.

BESIDES THE tremendous atten-

dance at the ice festival last week-

end, Graper said the event was a fi-
nancial success.

The bi]18 for the event totaled

lome ;16,000 while contributions
from spooaors and patroon totaled
some $17,500, he said.

Included in the bills for the event

were the costs of the bunting and
wood used for stands, DPW over-
time, and the coets for the commu-

nity service officers time.
The event will not be charged for

the regular hours the DPW worked
or for police and firefighters time,
Graper said.

"We don't charge any festival for
the DPW time. The police and fire
personnel are on duty anyway, and
it didn't require any additional po-
lice time." Graper said.

The cemeot blocks used to prop
up carvings are being sold at cost to
the contractor building the I)unning-
Hongh library addidon.

Included in the contributions to

the festival were $5,000 donations
from the Chrysler Corp, and the
Plymouth Chamber of Commerce.
Other local businesses made a corn

bined donation of $5,000 and the
E.F. Hutton Co. donated 12,000

"We still have more money from
local patrons coming in," Graper
said.

"If we have any extra money next
year we will look at the prize struc-
ture for the carving compeution,"

he gald.

Event organizers believe that in-
cluding cash prizes with the vaca-
tions and scholarships awarded to
winners will increase interest in the

competition - possibly attracting
chefs from larger out-of-state ho-
tels.

"NEXT YEAR we're going to
have three different competitions -
one for local chefs, one for o+of-
town theft and one for students.

"We also are looking at doing
'theme' street8, with carvings from
a certain theme lining the side-
walks," Graper said.

"To do this, the Midwest Ice Com- ' 7
pany will offer custom carvlnp idr
shops to buy to place outside."

And, learning from this year's fes-
tival, Graper said Midwest will
place carvings on the stands during
the night to avoid the confusion ex-
perienced this year.

"Al,0, we are going to have carv-
ing demonstrations in the park when
the actual competitlon ign't going
on," he said.

Graper said the city will be look-
ing for additional corporate spon
sors for next year's festival.

 Dr. Crosby: America's schools are mediocre
4,"'10/01 Nolab=hor
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0,r,chooll are=fhring fromarlo-
1* tide of medlocrity, Dr. Emeral
quby told a crowd of about 100 par-
*4 teachers and a few Student, in the

Middle School gym last week.(Zted w one oi 18 perlom to
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medlocrity. Their report iald "... the graduate from high »chool."
educational foundations of our Bodety CROSBY EMPHASIZED that we
are presently being eroded by a ring are falling behind other advanced
Ude of medlocrity that threatem our countries in educational standards and
ve,y future u anition andapeopla" achievement

Commission members, among them "The national absentee rate for our
a Nobel laureate, unlvermity prelident:, student: is 10 days per year, in urban
busine- le•ders, a folmer pver•or aree: it run u high u 20 to 25 days,
and edocators, crial-cro-ed the coon- be Bald. "In Japan the average 18 less
try to Zather information. thanone day a year

"In Western Europe and Japan stu-
"WE LOOKED at edleatioe in bull- dents attend ®hool :20 and 240 days a

De* Ind-try, vocatiomal ochoot», pre- year, our studenta attend 180 days
*chooti to universitiee. both pablicand "We found textbook, to be tooeasy
private," mild Crolby, who wal "hoe- A basic flrit-grade reader teache, an
ored to flnally make ittoM,mo,th." average of 180-184 new words a year

Croibf, delivery wu reD,indieent 01 That'* one new wordaday, for children
the Rev. J-e Jackloak "In t-day who experts tell ut have been learning
and al• of compater* Seklart: ek, aa average of 1,000 new word• ayear
Ttmel Beach. Sillece Valley, spice "Many of you are not having chil-
Auttle and or*an tran*lant* our dren," Crosby continued, "but many
¥* Ebooli r,*u I¥ - Br of people are, many who are not capable
Ietene,; m doo'triq*te it atall of ral:ing them, 00 we must all pitch in

"10 22 01 *0 21 ]*rle¢CHI,K mi- to belp. It is a problem for all of us. rd
m- are I- the mal,litill. Yii in • rather pay $3,000 for a re•44 pro-
140 AV-• Ia•olihil thim0•14 gram than the 023,000 it coits to incar-
4 Iliall *I *'* IN 10-a cerate Bomeocie who 11 not paying ta,fi
th•t not - 01 l Ital! =*1*ood or cootribating toioelety:

*1 AM'£ . ....64* 0., CROSBY TOLD a movto, story
W ..'4440"'il **04 *•t a .lay race he witn-ed at
a *»0*Rk,et lanily **Ull they Northerns in which omboy dropped the

baton just before handing it to the last
and fastest runner.

"The boy never picked up the ba-

ton,"Bald Crosby, "and the fastest
runner never had a chance to compete.
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"We have dropped the baton on the
most talented students this country has
ever produced.

"We can't expect mediocrity, we
must demand and expect excellence."
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Your Observer carrier will be J
topping by this week to .
ollect for the month. Pleale ' 1

ave the money ready and 
e sure to get your receipt

9 worth 8 61.75 discouni
n the next Classlfle€
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lur hometown newspaper.
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