
Iwit011 tb ©b*rb er
Volume 98 Number 44 Monday, February 20, 1984 Plymouth, Michigan 28 Pages

01- S,•ai- Cha--Callia ©1•lariti#& All 11 R#INC

I Recall effort stalled by 'vague' wording
By Emofy Daniele

staff writer

The Wayne County Election Commis-
sion isn't making it easy for the recall
committee to launch its petition drive,

Last week the election comnussion
threw out three of five charges against
the Plymouth-Canton Board of Edttca-
tion. The commission claimed the first
three charges were too "vague," ac-
cording to Eliubeth Barker of Canton,
leader of the ad hoc recall group.

At the end of 1983, the election com-
mission refused to approve the recall
petition forms when it ruled three
board members (David Artley, Thomas
Yack, Roland Thomas) were ineligible
for recall because they hain't served
on the board for more than six months
from their election.

The recall committee also had
rewritten the five charges against the
board to make them more specific than
the way they originally were written.

The group of residents, centered in
the Hulsing attendance area, began its
recall effort as a result of the school
strike last fall. While claiming to be a
group of concerned parents, school ad-
ministrators have suggested there is a
close relationship between the group
and the teachers' union.

AFTER THE ELECnON commis-
sion last Thursday threw out the first
three charges as being too vague, Bark-
er said the group would reconvene to
decide what steps would be taken next

The committee could decide to begin
circulating recall petitions with only
the two charges listed, she said, or it
could decide to appeal the election

commission's decision. The committee
plans to consult with its attorney, Ste-
ven Boak of Plymouth, before proceed-
ing.

While reluctant to circulate recall

petitions with only two charges, the
group also is reluctant to expend its en-
ergies fighting the election commist-
sion. Another concern is the increasing
length of time between the strike
which ended mid-October, and the time
when petitons first would be circulated.

In another development last week
school board member Flossie Tonda of
Canton announced that she will not
seek re-election in this June's annual
election. Her husband has retired and
she plans on joining him in Florida.

That means the only incumbent run-
ning in the June election will be Glenn
Schroeder, board president.

THE THREE CHARGES filed
against all seven board members and
disallowed by the election commigaton
allege:

• The member's action and/or inac-
tion was the cause of last yeafs school
employee strike.

• The member's complicity Ln using
unnecessary and time·consuming legal
processes to thwart negotiations during
the strike lengthened the time students
were unable to attend classes.

• The member failed to respood to
proof that erroneous material was
present in curriculum guides and was
being taught in the school system.

The two charges which the commis-
sion allowed to remain on the petitions
are:

• The member failed to exercise
fiscal responsibility by voting for an

unnecessary change in the middle
achool day at a cost of aome BOO,000.

• The member failed to exercise
fiscal responsibility by not taking steps
to terminate the existing food manage-
ment contract despite a 109 of $36,000
since September.

Last week, Superintendent John hi
Hobeo responded to the charges con-
cerning the food service deficit and the
cost of changing the middle school day.
Although not mentioning the recall
drive, Hoben spoke to both i=ues at
Monday night's school board meeting.

Hoben said that the net cost of the
change in the middle school day will be
less than $30,000, not $300,000.

On the food service deficit Hoben
said that from December 1982 to July
1983 there was a deficit of about
128,600, partly because lunch prices re-

mained the same in 1983.84. In Jano-
ary 1984, Hoben said, the food service
had a gain of $10,000 and most likely
will wipe out the deficit by this June.
Over the past two years, Hoben added,
food service has been in the black.

Since the group began its efforts,
Barker says, a number of concerned
parents have contacted them about
various concerns and the committee is
picking up momentum.

Once the petition wording receives
final approval, the group will have 90
days from the time the first signature
is accepted to collect some 6,355
names of registered voters in Plym-
outh-Canton Community Schools.

Boak earlier was aiming at having
the recall elecUon held at the same
time as the annual school elections in
June.
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Drug and alcohol abuie •pelled nbers, poof grades and the lour-
ing of good times for Mike, 18. id treatment, his mom Mys she'I
proud of the progrels he', made

A long t ad back

for teen- Ig users
This w the second in an occa- days a week and parUcipate in a

sional series of ortieles on the student drug after-care group ipoo-
new substance abuse policv in the sored by the Plymouth-Canton
Plymouth-Canton Community school district He and hia familySchools.

members are willing to tell their
By Adli- Funk, story, but, because of AA guidelines
staff writer

prohibiting uae of last namel, they
will not be identified.

Mike wu 13 years old when he
first got drunk and smoked mari jua- "I'm so proud of the progren
na at a ball game in Maa,achusetts. Mike has made," Mid Bonnie,
It felt good. "I just Bald, hey, it'; fun Mike's mother. "He ia a chemically-
tobelike the crowd and haveagood dependent penon. It's a disease.
time," Bald a soft-spoken Mike. Mike is beginning to help himself."

By the time be was 15 and living
in Canton, Mike'* Life revolved Meese tum to Page 5
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Itrangemint from family men
dfter nearly a year of therapy an

ough ro
-age dri
around popping pilla, smoking mart-
juana and drinking whatever boom
he and hia friends could get

Hts grades - never good -
plunged. He fought with his mother
and atepfather. He didn't talk to Ws
younger sister. Good times were
turning aour.

Today, after almost a year of in-
tensive therapy and treatment, 16-
year-old Mike says he no longer
Deed: drup. "I don't need to escape
anymore," he says.

MIKE ATTENDS Alcoholics

Anonymous (AA) meeting; Beveral
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By Gary M. Cates
staff writer

A five-month battle over the location

of a prison site in Northville Township
has ended.

Construction of the regional correc-
tions facilty will continue at Five Mile
and Beck Road, rather than revamping
the Plymouth Center for Human Deve!-
opment property on the northwest cor-
ner W Five Mile and Sheldon.

The move reopens the possibility of
converting the human development off-
ice building, on the northeast corner of
Sheldon and Five Mile, into a senior
citizen center.

An announcement of the decision to
return to the Beck Road site was made
last week by Gov. James Blanchard.

"We are very pleased that the gover-
nor is sensitive to the problems of the
Northville/Plymouth area and has seen
fit to honor a commitment made by the
previous administration to restrict the
prison site to the far western edge of
the township," said Sen. Robert Geake,
R-Northville.

State officials earlier had targeted
the Beck Road site, on the border of
Plymouth Township, for construction
of a prototype medium-security prison
and started preliminary work.

Last year, however, officials from
the state corrections department pro
posed abandoning the Beck Road site
for Sheldon Road. Their proposal was
based on informatlon that the human
development center was scheduled to
close.

Renovating the development center's
property into a prison, according to the
Department of Management and Budg.
et and Department of Corrections,
would save some $20 million in con-
struction costs.

The officials, however, didn't take
into consideration the economic impact
of changing sites on surrounding prop-
erties - including the adjacent indus-
trial park in Plymouth Township.

Work at the Beck Road Bite was halt-

ed lait year as homeowners groupe and
local governments fought the propoeed
shift. Geake and Reb. Gerald Law, R-
Plymouth Township, led the fight at the
State capitol.

'The real thing with the pri,on prob-
tem is that the state made a commit-

ment to a community as far asa site,
and they have to Uve up to that com-
mitment" Law said.

"Just uving construction costs 18 not

a good enough reason to break a com-
mitment to the local governments -
especially on sensitive issues such as
prisons and mental health facilities,"
he said.

IN A STATEMENT released Thurs-
day, Governor Blanchard said, "I am
pleased to receive the recommendation
to abandon plans to convert the former
Plymouth Development Center for use
as a prilon.

'lhe economic impact information
which I requested, has shown that a
long-term loss of local tax dollars
could have resulted from the conver-
sion," Blanchard said.

Plymouth Township projected a $2.9
million loss in property tax revenues
had the prison been shifted to Sheldon
Road.

The governor went on to say the de-
cision to resume construction at the
original site was a responsible course
of action.

"I am particularly heartened by the
recognition of concerns raised by local
citizens," he said. "This action balances
the urgent need to expand our prison
capacity with the legitimate, but com-
peting, interest in local development
projects that increase the community's
tax base.

"This example of state-local cooper-
ation is commendable, and my thanks
go to both political parties for a fair
and workable solution."

LAW, A FRESHMAN in the state
House, said the fight to stop the shift
wasn't drawn on party lines - even
though both local lawmakers are Re-
publicans. However, he does believe
the recent Republican take over of the
state Senate had a factor in the gover-
nor's decision.

"We had a lot of Democrats who :up-
ported us," he said. "When you go in
and pick a spot, you have to stick to it
unless there's an act of God.

"No legglator can work with local
communities if the state government
iso't going to live up to its commit-
ments."

The prison construction, expected to
cost some ;35.8 million, should resume
soon, Law said.

"The money ts there right now to go
out and take bids. We've already allo-
cited $16 million for the project."

Allocation of the remaining costs
will come neil year, because the con-
structioo is scheduled for two years, he
sald.
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Plan set

for new

Ybuilding
The Plymouth Family Y took a giant

step in its search for a a full-fledged
facility by 1985 during the past week
when it took an option to purchase the
United Amembly of God Church on Ann
Arbor Trail just outside the city limit,

With vtrtual a,1,1,1'11,Ici of a ate to
tb* liking, the Y omcials already
hit-ast•,to•vimp thechure#
and make future plans for outdoor te®
nis courts and a swimming pool.

None of this can be accomplished
according to Michael Caffery, one o
the board members, until the olc
church has its planned new editice bulli
out on North Territorial Road. This ti

expected to be accomplished sometirn,
in late 1985.

According to present plans the Y ob
ficials already have made a survey oj
the church - both buildings - and
have agreed that the main auditorium
of the church shall be converted into a
three-quarter gym.

The pews will be removed and th€
pulpit area leveled to make possible a
gymnasium that will measure close 4
50 by 80 feet.

ALONG WITH the church the Y will
take over the parking lot for parking
and perhaps such things as tennis
courts; in the rear there will be suffi-
dent room, later on, for a swimming
pool.

The church building boasts a nice
kitchen, is hot-water heated and air
conditioned and, according to the offi·
cials, it is the best possible purchaae
that could be made for the desired re
SuIt

"It may take quite a while until we
cangetaround to having a large swim
ming pool," said Caffery. "But we will
have the space. What's more we']1 have
five acres along with the church for
other activities. And we purchased the
little home now occupied by the usist
ant pastor. So, we will be in good shape
even though it will take a year until we
can move "

Aside from the option on the church
the Y also has bought a home 00 Union
Street to serve as the YMCA office un-
til the change-over 18 made with the
church.

The Assembly of God Church was
built in 1963, according to Plymouth
Township records. It is in top condition,
faced with special brick.

 Stray puts Berry in dog house what's inside
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The old adage that a dog is man's
b-t frieod just may not apply to Plym.
outh Town,hip Police Chief Car 1 Berry

Berry'i recent :booting of a stray
dog In a Plymouth To-hip trailer
park - off Ridge Road, near M-14 -
ht-ed into a flueo whia undo•M-
41 101¥e• him woodering If thern
r , Imth to the adage.

Alloggh the humane melity orill-
many Ild H walo't inveltigating the b
#„4 th r-lti 01 a invelt#*Uve
repit-• livitothe to-hip lalt

B-0¢ oo the humane melety find
1:A 1»-hip Supervilor Manrice
- hdu *ned the matter over to
h*Attemey dirl= Bok#

RESPONDING TO complaints about
the dog, which had attacked residents
and other dop in the park, Berry shot
the animial with a shotgun Jan. 27.
Earlier attemt™ to capture the dog
proved unouccessful.

Because the 00 buckshot Berry fired
didn't kill the dog, he was forced to
strangle It The buck:hot knocked the
dol down and injured It

U he had his aervice revolver with
him, Berry laid he would have :hot the
dog to kill it But becluse he dldn't he
itraNIed it.

"thad to do,omething to put it out
clit• mi=,0 rm not about tostand out
there and let it bleed to death," he Bald.

Two da, after the :hooting, apart
re,ident reported damage to hil trailer
from 00 buck:hot. Although Berry
dldn't believe the pelletcame from h

gun, the townshlp accepted r,ponsibil-
Ity for the damage.

Then, a week after the shooting, an-
other relident reported damage from a
00 pellet. Becaule of the distance and

angle of the trailer, Berry again said he
didn't believe the shot came from his
gun

Delpite the undertainty of where the
•ecood pellet came from, Breen an
nolinced lut week that the township
81•o will pay forthooe damqei

"It'i within the realm ofthe pelleta were ricochets b*b
Berrn <un," Breen said

7'hey can't provethat it happened
been- 04 Carl and we can't prove
that it didn't It'i not worth fighting
over, 10 - will pay for lt," he sald.

THE QUmmON NOW CEN'rERS

00 whether Berry was cruel to the dog
when he atrangled it.

The Oblerver contacted the humane

soclety after the shooting in regards to
a possible investigauoo. At that point
an Love,tigator Bald the lociety was
aware of the incident but wam't inves-

tlgating becau»e a complaint hadn't
been received.

Slenna LaRene, general coun,el for
the society, confirmed last week that
the society has inveltigated the ind-
dent and leot a report to the town:hip
LaRene said the earlier information

given to the Observer was incorrect
and that a complaint wn received by
an official of the township.

LaRene refuled to Idectify the offi-
cia],and refused comment on the find
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Your Observer carrier will be 3

stopping by this week to i.
collect for the month. Plele 1 1
have the money ready Inw
be sure to get your recolpt
ll': worth a $1.75 discoun
on the next Clallifili
advertliement you place 11
your hometown newspaper.
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