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Schools to ask for more money in June
The Plymouth-Canton school board

voted unanimously Monday night to
place a request for 1.74 additional
mills on the balIot in the upcoming
June 11 election.

While the measure precipitated little
debate, the millage item did not appear
on the board's Winted agenda but was
added Monday.

Moved by board Member Flossie
Tonda and supported by trustee Elaine
Kirchgatter, the millage would be lev-
ied for a period of seven years.

School Board President Glenn

Schroeder said "it became very appar-
ent" during the board's recent budget
workshop that the district cannot main-
tain current operations without an in-
crease.

Even with the existing budget, the
district will be $2 million short in 1984-
85, he said.

"We have a fund equity of $ 1.4-$1.6
million, which would carry us through
1984-85 but, even so, we'd be left in a

deficit position. The board in its budget
review reached the conclusion that a

millage increase is necessary if educa-

tion is to continue in its present form or
to improve," Schroeder said.

Dr. John Hoben, superintendent, said
this is the fifth year the district has op-
erated without a millage increase. In
fact, he said, property owners have en-
joyed a 2.5-mill reduction due to an in-

crease in state equalized valuation
over the past three years and last
year's boost in state aid owing to the
income tax hike.

"Contractual obligations with dis-
trict employees could put us in a 12-$3-
million deficit position in the next
year," added Hoben.

Dr. E.J. McClendon, trustee, said it's
important that people realize what a
crucial situation the district is in.

"There is a great need for communi-
ty education. We should begin to exhib-
it how desperate it is that the millage
increase be passed in order for us to
maintain even a skeleton of our current

operation," said McClendon.

"I WOULD BE very interested to see
the types of restoration that would be
included if this millage were passed.

"The public should be well aware of
what's included," said Dean

SwartrweIter, who says he plans to run
for trustee.

Tonda said she doesn't think the
board has the right "to cut into pro-
grams like we have. We can let people
know about the financial constraints

under which the district is working and
let them decide what sort of education
they want. Let the decision lie with
them. If they don't want to give tls the
money, then we'11 make the cuts."

Hoben said local millages levied by
Plymouth-Canton Community Schools
place the district 25th among 35 Wayne

County school districts. (Twenty-four
districts have higher millages than
does Plymouth-Canton.) The proposed
hike, he added, would keep the district
in the lowest quadrant.

Kirchgatter said she's been gratified
to see how low Plymouth-Canton's 10-
cal millage is when contrasted with
those of neighboring districts.

School officials opened Monday's
meeting by showing "The Race We
Dare Not Lose," a film which
highlights the growing need for quality
education in a changing economy.
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Moby Dick, knights
spur student teams

In the "Olympics of the Mind" contlt, Stepping-
*tone students chose to write and dramatize a

new final chapter to the novel "Moby Dick."
Here, Russ Beck (left), playing Captain Gardner,
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BILL BRESLER/*lift photogrN*ter

and Nick Purzer, playing lihmael, act out tho
chapter their teammates wrote. 1•hmael holds up
a carving of the mighty whale.

By Marle Chestney
staff writer

Problem: Turn a mousetrap into a
car that moves. Problem: Without us-

ing words, guide four blindfolded
knights through an evil, danger-filled
castle. Problem: Pretend you're Her-
man Melville and write a new, final

chapter for "Moby Dick."
Sound like three pretty tough prob-

lems?

Not for some highly creative stu-
dents from Central Middle School and

Steppinptone Center for the Potential-
ly Gifted. Students from both schools
won top honors in Saturday's "Olym-
pics of the Mind" contest at Oakland
Community College's Auburn Campus.

Some 800 students from Wayne, Oak-
land and Maeomb counties took part in
the contest, held internationally each
year to recognize high achievement in
problem solving and creative thinking.

Because of Saturday's victory, five
teams of students from both schools

are eligible to compete in state finals
April 28 in Lansing. Another win there
would send the students to internation-

al competition, held in June in Ohio.

"THEY WERE really high on Satur-
day," said Barbara Church, eighth-
grade teacher at Central, who "silent-
ly" accompanied the students to the
meet.

"This was the first year any Plym-
outh-Canton school participated. They
were up against schools which have
been doing this for five-six years. It
was a 'kid's day,' all the way. Adults
were not allowed to say anything, and
coaches had to take a back seat. I had

Borne fathers who said they had the
worst time keeping their mouths shut."

Students were judged three ways: On
their solutions to five 'long-range' prob-
lems they had been working on in
school; on the overall style, design and
creativity used in their solutions; and
on their ability to think spontaneously
and on the spot when asked questions
by judges at the Olympics.

Central had four winning teams,
each with a different project. One

team, in "Camelot," got King Arthur's
blindfolded knights through a castle.
Another built the "Mousemobile." An-

other, in "Chariots of Rescue," built a
chariot propelled by the driver's body
movements. The last winning team, in
"Stragedy Structure," built a balsa-
wood structure capable of holding 160
pounds.

STEPPINGSTONE students took top
honors in the fifth long-term problem
tackled at the Olympics - writing, in
story and stage form, a final chapter to
"Moby Dick."

"This was the most skilled project
because it used all the arto," said Kiyo
Morse, school director. "In the Btory,

'They were really high
on Saturday. It was a
'kid's day,' all the way. '
Adults were not

allowed to say

anything and coaches
had to take a back

seat. thad some

fathers who uid they
had the worse time

keeping their mouths
shut.'

- Barbara Church

Central teacher

the students had Ismael hallucinating,
seeing main characters in the book
coming back as ghosts."

The students not only had to come up
with a new final chapter to the novel,
they had to turn that new chapter into
a play and then design a handbill, COS-
turnes and props needed to put on the
play.

Morse praised the Olympics for its
emphasis on creative achievement.

"Most competition among students is
athletic," she said. "But this competi-
tion involves thinking - it recognizes
creaUve achievement. And this was

definitely a team effort, with kids
working together as a team."

MEMBERS OF Steppingstone's win-
ning team are sixth graders Jamie Pig-
tain, Mia McGinty, David Gondoly,
Emiko Morse, Freddie Rosenthal, Nick
Purzer and Russ Beck.

Kolyan Dasgupta won a special
award for overall excellence in cre-

ative thinking.
A second team of Steppingstone stu-

dents, who worked on "Camelot" won
a first place award for a design show-
ing off their school. The design was
created by Kolyan Dasgupta.

Other Steppingstone students partici-
pating in the Olympics were Steve Ed-
ford, Chris Williams, Marc Herrmann,
Ben Miiler, Jeremy Tardif, Bryan
Glynn, Keiko Morse, Vivek Jayaraman,
Tami Morse, Christal Canevet and Bri-

an Ripple.
Members of Central's second-place

"Camelot" team are Kim Laplante, Jen
Hayes, Amanda Jox, Kim Duffy, Wen-
dy West and Stephanie John.

Third-place "Mousemobile" team
members are Jim Rothwell, Juana Ar-
cos, Laura Porterfield, Jim Lee, Wil-
liam Kaericher and Darcy Gignac.

On the third-place "Chariot" team
are Gordon Henderson, Gary· Golden,
Tim Engelhuber, Kurt Feller, Chris
Gorham and Ray Kelm.

Winning second place for their "Stra-
gedy Structure" are Joe Lambert, Brad
Nottle, Lenny Dicks, Kevan Parekh,
Tim Brown, Phil Kos and John Spicer.

The students, all members of the

school's talented and gifted program,
will host a special showing of their win-
ning projects May 16 in the Central
school gym.

Other Central students who worked

on projects but did not make the Olym-
pics were Greta Schnurstein, Angela
Beasley, Laurie Madsen, Lori Peterson,
Chris Thomas, Kevin Mac, Steve Holt,

Teresa Coletta, Lori Engelhuber, Tri-
cia Miller, Fred Seidleman, Toby
Nunez, Charlie Packard, Josh Worth,

Sarah Schumacher, Ken Garner, Lesley
Carmichael, Lisa Brining and Tina Bel-
langer

2 challenge Omnicom's refusal to hook up home
By Dion, Gate
staff writer

A Canton couple has filed a corn-
plaint in 35th District Court, charging
the township with allowing Omnicom
Cablevision to "legally" refuse to hook
up their home for pay television. Can-
ton, Plymouth and Plymouth Township
are among the communities serviced
by Omnicom.

Pat and Carol Ratchford, 40845
Patrner, want their home between Hag-
gerty and Lotz wired for cable televi-
sion. However, Omnicom says the com-
pany im't required - and won't - sup-
ply cable to the house.

"I don't think it's rtght that they
won't hook us up, and it's become a
matter of principle more than any-
thing," uid Carol Ratchford.

Omnicom is required to service •11
areas in the township that have 70
homel within one mile of the lalt cable

connection, according to the ordinance.
"There's three or four homes a mile

where he lives, and the reason the corn-

pany is reluctant to build out that far 10
they will not make any return on the
Ave,tment" uid Rick Coleman, Omni-

com general manager.
"We are not a utility with 99 percent

of all the homes as subscribers, we're a

luxury service," Coleman said. "Maybe
several years down the road we'll
(cable companies) be able to provide to
some of those areas."

THE RATCHFORDS, who have

three children, contend that many Can-
ton property owners will be deprived of
cable throughout the 15 years Omni-
com's franchise with the township is ef-
fective.

'We're suing the township for
$10,000, because they allowed this
(wording of the ordinance) to happen,"
Pat Ratchlord said. "Edison, Ma Bell

and the gas company can serve all the
people, m why can't Omnicom serve
US?"

During a recent interview, Canton
Supenisor James Poole uid he and
other residents have erperienced prob-
lems with transmission inadequacies.

"He might well be entitled to ser-
vice, but I don't know if he's right or
wrong If he never tells me what the sit-
nation 18," Poole said.

"If he does his homework, he'll find

out I wasn't even here when they
signed the contract. If he's suing the
township, we probably agree with him
on most issues," added the supervisor.
Canton entered into a service agree-
ment with Omnicom prior to 1980
when Poole took office.

The couple is angry because two
apartment complexes - Tamarack
Green on Lotz between the I-275 ex-

pressway and Michigan Avenue and
Canton Commons on Haggerty between
Palmer and Cherry Hill - are receiving
cable.

Their home is close enough to these
apartment buildings to be hooked up
with those cables, according to Pat
Ratchford. Coleman said they aren't
within the boundaries.

"They wouldn't make as much mon-
ey on us as they would in the apart-
ment complexes, but that shouldn't
give them a right to deny us," Carol
Rat@ford.id

"THESE PEOPLE that they're (Om-
nicom) serving don't have roots in the
town, and I do," Pat Ratchford Mid.
"And here I am stuck with Channel 7."

The debate between the Ratchfords

and Omnicom pivots around the town-

ship's cable ordinance. Larson explatne
The ordinance defines what Omnl- "If the price

com is required lo provide. However, wonder who wot
the company may choose to go beyond less people tak€
those requirements, according to Ste- even higher, an
phen Larson, Canton cable-television e.---
sub-committee member and township -
trustee. what's

"Omnicom has wired some people up
who did not meet the 70-miles-per-
home limit, but what they did is charge
thoee people a higher installation fee,"

Brevltles

Larson said. "The economic reality Business .

that he (Coleman) has to address is the Cable TV

number of homes it takes to overcome Campus Ne
the installation costs to make a profit. Canton Cha

"The townshlp in't telling him (Cole- Readers Wr
man) he can't wire those people," add- Roll Call Re
ed Larson. "The franchise (ordinance) Obituarles
says what he must do, and if he wants
he can go beyond that."

Opinion. .

Larion predicts "a lot of people" Ln Sports . .

the township who want cable television Stroller .

will have to do without. Suburban L

The View .

If every resident in the township Travel . .

received cable, residents in the high- WSDP ..

density areal would be paying higher Classified .
rates togubsidize the increased costs of

liwtalling in the low-dennsity areas,

1

d. be economically feasible to do it."
is higher, you start to Some residents in the Colony Farms
lid take it," be said. "If subdivision south of Ann Arbor west of

: it the price would go Beck also have struggled, so far unsuc-
d it probably wouldn't cessfully, to receive cable.
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