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Bars make'l for the road' a cab ride
By Marle Chestney
staff writer

Fifth tn a series Of articles on
problems caused by drunk dnt?ers.

Bar owners are in business to push
drinks and make money and don't
much care about customers who might
stagger out of their place at midnight.

If you believe that, you haven't
talked to a bar owner lately.

For starters, there's the problem of
legal liability. Dogging every owner of
a Class C liquor license is the threat of
a civil lawsuit which might be filed if a

1 customer should have an accident fol-
lowing a drinking bout at his establish-
ment. If the drinker kills or injures

someone while driving home, the last
bar to serve that drinker can be sued.

"Civil lawsuits put restraints on bars
and restaurants," said Plymouth police
officer Bob Henry, who coordinates a
police task force against drunk drivers
in Plymouth, Northville, and Plymouth,
Canton and Northville townships
"They are most careful because of that.
They are careful in asking for I.D. In
fact, we have more problems with par-
ty stores than we do with bars."

BUT BAR owners talk of a deeper
responsibility to customers, a responsi-
bility which goes way beyond the
threat of a lawsuit.

Tom Booth, general manager of the
Steak and Ale Restaurant at I-275 and
Ann Arbor Road, called lt a "moral re-
sponsibility to get guests safely home."

drinking driver
"It's a really big responsibility- to

serve liquor," he said. "You can put
someone in a state where they can kill
someone. Taking care of our customer
is a big priority to us."

Added Chip Falcsan, owner of the
Box Bar at 777 West Ann Arbor Trail:

'I would like to see more public aware-
ness of the drunken driving problem,
but sometimes it takes a real tragedy
to wake people up. Class C places take
some of the heat, and rightly so. They
need policing. If you don't police us, a
lot will be served who shouldn't be-
cause we want to Ret the money "

The Observer asked the management
of three local establishments - the
Steak and Ale, the Box Bar, and
Sheehan's on the Green, 39500 Five
Mile - how they spotted and dealt
with a customer who has consumed too
much. Here are their answers.

STEAK AND ALE

A sign on a wall inside the Steak and
Ale reads. "Friends don't let their
drunk friends drive." Printed under-
neath the sign 18 the phone number of a
Plymouth cab company.

Also scattered on walls inside the
restaurant are signs reminding em-
ployees of a promise they Jigned the
day they were hired: "We ask that you
maintain a high level of awareness
About rn,tomori who rn,v hp flrinkina

excessively, bringing all potentlal
problems to management's attention
immediately."

Underneath is printed management's
promise in return: "We commit to per-
sonally handling any and at] liquor-re-
lated problems with our guests."

"If someone drinks four drinks in one
hour, management wants to know,"
said Booth, a Canton resident. "We
might not necessarily do anything, es-
pecially if the person doeso't show vlsi-
ble signs of intoxication. But we want
to know so we can watch him."

At the Steak and Ale, the waitresses
and bartenders are required by a
signed statement put in their personnel
file to tell a manager about a potential
problem drinker. But at what point
does a potential problem turn into a le-
ailim•t. r.rnht-n-,9

ALL THREE managers interviewed
agreed that'a a tough question to an-
swer because there': a different an-
swer for each individual.

The answer depends on how much a
person weighs, how much he has eaten
while drinking, how far apart the
drinks were spaced. An answer can
start emerging when a drinker walks,
talks or acts.

"If someone has had up to eight-nine
drinks, we tell them, 'that's enough,' "
Booth said. "If Bomeone orden 10
shooters - hin aim is to get drunk and
we don't want hlm here."

"For their own protection," some
three-four customers are cat off from
liquor at the restaurant every night,

Please turn to Page 4

Stock market whizzes on rise

i.,

Before filling out a 'Stock Market Game,computor card, team cap-
tain Bill Pry looks over tho previoul day'* *tock market listings In
the newipapor. It'I a talk done mich wIK while Lowell Middle
School sixth grader, compill in tho state-wide gami.

,t

By Marle Ch.tney
staff writer

Ken Wood and his teammates know

well the dizzy highs and crashing lows
which can go with playing the stock
market.

Two weeks ago by buying a lot of dif-
ferent stocks which happened to be on
the rise, Wood '5 team was not only No.
1 in the "Stock Market Game" at
Lowell Middle School, but it waa be-
tween fourth and fifth place among the
147 schools now playing the game
Itatewide.

The game, which is a real-life Mmu-
lation of how the stock market works,
is sanctioned by the Securities Industry
Association and the New York Stock

Exchange. In Michigan. game players
are plugged into computers at Eastern
Michigan University

Just a couple of weeks into the game,
Wood's team had parlayed the $100,000
make-believe cash it had on hand into
an investment worth close to $140,000.

With plotting and cunning, and a
keen eye on the daily newspaper stock
ratings, the team was far above
Lowell's second-place team which 8Ull
hadn't gone much beyond the initial
1100,000 given to them to start with.

AND THEN came the crash. Let's let
teammate Leonard Bowe, a Lowell
sixth grader in Louise Douglas' busi-
ness education class at Lowell. tell
what happened.

"We bought a lot of different kinds of
stocks which were rising," Leonard
said, jumping to his team's defense
when it was noted Wood's team was

dead last among the eight teams par-
ticipating in the Lowell game. All team
members are students in Douglas' two
business classes.

'We made between $30,000 and
140,000 dollars and we were between
fourth and fifth place in the whole
state. We were happy, thinking we had
great stock.

"And then we found out Ken Wood
wrote down the wrong number on the
computer card sent to EMU and the
stock was given to another school. We
went down the drain because of a
wrong number."

And then Leonard added words
which helped eIplain the meaning be-
hind the game.

"Common menie telb you not to me-
with money Money k man'• best
friend."

THE LAST-PLACE team's first
plunge loto the world of high finance
turned out to be a djuster

But the disaster was not for real, and
it was all part of the underlying reason
for the game - to 8how students how
the laws of economics and the stock
and financial markets work. The stu-
dent teams at Lowell are now halfway
through the game. Cash prizes will be
awarded to the top three teams state-
wide who finish the present game.

Invented in Canada and played in
universities and schools across the U.S.,
the Stock Market Game starts off with

$100,000 given to each team. Team
members read the daily cloling price
of stocks listed on the New York Stock
Exchange and, guided by those prices.
decide whether to buy, sell or stand
Pat

The goal of the game is to make as
much money as possible beyond the ini-
Ual ;100,000. The game emphnizes
•hort-term buying and selling, but play-
ers also can borrow cash and can even
take the far ri,kier course of melting
abort.
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Each team's transactions are

punched into computer cards and
mailed to EMU. Each week, EMU
mails Douglas a computer printout,
showing all transactions made for each
team and how those transactions

changed the value of each team's stock
portfolio.

THE PORTFOLIOS change weekly.
Last week's printouts showed Su-

zanne Pletzer's team in the lead, with a
portfolio value of $100,194. Avinass Pa-
tel captained team No. 2, followed by
teams captained by Bill Pye, Shawn
Simms, Marni Fordyce, Jeff Arm-
strong, Brooke Cashwell and, lastly,
Ken Wood.

Chrysler and Disney are top stocks
among the students.

Bill Pye said his father was pushing
Disney. Tom Henig said his team went
into first place when they boulht 1,000
shares of Chrysler. Rich Hitchcock said
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his grandmother told him to buy Gulf
Oil. Shannon Gregory said she got a
great tip from her mother, but couldn't
use it because the stock was preferred
and not common.

Anci, of course, the students get great
tips just from reading the daily news-
paper They now are adept at decipher-
ing the line of small figures which show
up beside each stock listed in the paper.
Instead of unintelligible numben, those
figures now tell them what's happening
in the :tock market and give them hints
on what to do next.

Douglas said she beard about tbe
game when taking a clus at EMU.

"The stock market B the thermome-
ter of our economy," she said. "Just
teaching about it from a book la not
that interesting. It doesn't stick with
the kids. With this game, they get more
involved, more excited and get a feel
for what's going on."

Cantonite nominated for road commission
By M.B. Dillon Ward
staff writer

If dusty roads In Canton prove to be
as hot an issue this summer as they
were last, residents may find an espe-
cially sympathetic ear on the Wayne
County Road Commission - if County
Executive William Lucas' latest ap-
pointment is approved by the Board of
County Commissioners.

Canton resident Dale Smith, 41, was
named Friday al the county execu-
live's eighth nominee to fill one of two
remaining seats on the Wayne County

Road Commission. So far, only the ap-
pointment of Detroit's Janice Frazier
has been confirmed.

See related storv on page 54
Smith, full-time financial secretary

for UAW Local 900 in Wayne, was con-
tacted a week and a half ago by County
Commidooer Milt Mack, whose dis-
trict include, Canton

"He called me and uid they wanted
an active Democrat from out this way,
and also »omeone with labor," said
Smith, a Mayfield, Ky., native who has
Uved on Alton in the Holiday Park sub-
division since 1967

I was surprised. I never dreamed of
it or anything. I'd been keeping up with
what's been going on in the papers, but
I hadn't really thought about it (serving
the road commission) ' Ul they called
me"

Smith asked "for a couple of day» to
think about it.

7 decided well yes, I would very
much Like to get involved. I think may-
be we could do Emething. I'd give It
100 percent."

If confirmed, Smith would earn
about $10,000 per year serving the road
comminion, a body Lucas is Beeking to

abolish Under his plan, the commission
would be consolidated with county gov-
ernment

SMITH DOESNT mind the fact his
po,t could be abolished.

"Whatever in bat for Wayne County,
we should be looking at that. A lot of
thinp that have gooe 00 haven't
worked. If thll ¥111 stop payl- pay-
days and put Wayne County back in the
black, then great," Mid Smith, an ie-
Uve Canton Democratic Club member.

Smith expects to be interviewed by
county commismioners aometime Ln the

next week or two, however "nothing is
definite yet," he Mid. "I don't know
(what chances of confirmation will be).
I'm hoping 100 percent.

Smith sald that since assuming his
union post three years ago, be's been
responsible for finances related to
property and buildings, and for dues
and income for Local 900 - compri,ed
of 4,400 Ford Wayne A-embly Plant
workers, 800 laid off workers, and
1,000 retirees. He earned 19 years
meniority with Ford In alr tool repair at
the Wayne amembly plant.

Last January, Smith journeyed to
Washington as a regjonal delegate with
the UAW National Community Action
Program, (CAP). Smith and others met
with area congressmen to dilcuss labor
issues, get updates on pending legisla-
tion. and drum up support for predden-
tial candidate Walter Mondale CAP

hold, the Walhingtoo conference annu-
ally.

Smith is the father of Valorie, 24, of

Plymouth; Keith, 21, who lives in Ver-
mont and Scott. 16, still at home.

Reward offered in school arson case what's Inside
A reward of op to $2,000 ts being of-

fered for information expoling the ar-
sonist who in late March set fire to
Farrand Elementary School on Green-
briar in LakePointe subdivision.

The fire, which apparently started
when momeone put a flame to a highly
flaminable Plexiglas window, cau=d
an estlmated $10,000 to *15,000 in
damages to a sixth-grade room in the
school.

The reward 0 being offered through

the program collect at 1-517-311-0469;
the Plymoeth Police Department at
453-6400; or the Plymouth Township
Fire Department at 453-2546

We want to find the permon respon-
sible to determine f in•ncia] reepon.1-
bility and to have restitution Impoeed
on the person involved," uid Plymouth
Town:hip Police Chief dGI Berry. "If
be'i over 11, we alio want to get that
perion into the juvenile court gy:tem."

THE BLAZE broke out at 1:10 8.m.
..

"When intense heat 1, applied to
Plexiglu, it reache• a nalh point and
burns vigorously," uid Farrand princi-
pal Earl Gibson. "And when plastic
burno, it leaves a residue which covers

everything. l'be walll had to be
washed, maled and repainted due to
the relidue. It covered bulletin boards,
chalkboardi, book, - we cooldn't
clean thorn."

Becal- of the r-tdoe, the room 81,0
needs ne• room light, and a new cell-
ing.

Heat from the fire peeled a formica

other two weeks for the room to be re-

paired. The fire disrupted three Ebool
programs which took place in the
room. including Ronald Beler'* sixth-
grade cla=oom

Berry uld be hoped the arson
reward would be u mocel,ful wapre-
viou, reward offered wheo C."ral and
Starkweather,chooli were broke into.
The reward led to tbearremt of the per-
100 reip=Ible for both break-Ing Ber-
ry sald

The fire did live Beler'* studemt: an
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"AMAZING,,

I. Tornca was pleased with results
of the Observer & Eccentric
DUPLEXES FOR RENT Classified
ad placed. "Amazing response
had 35 calls - thank you very
much!"
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