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1 Lawsuit calls foster-c
By Marle Ch-tney
staff writer

In a lawsuit filed March 23 in Wayne
County Circuit Court, Plymouth Town-
ship called unsafe a borne the state
wants to turn into a folter care facility
for SiI adults.

The home, which would be the first

of its kind for the township, is at 46511
Betty Hill.

The lawsuit, assigned to Wayne Cir-
cult Judge Richard Dunni cites 11 rea-
sons why the township wants the court
to override the Michigan Department
of Social Service's (DSS) desire to turn

the home, owned by Thomas Cape, into
an adult foster care facility

After the gtate proposed the facility,
called the Mari Care Center, in Sep-
tember, it wu opposed by the Glenville
Homeowners Asiociation-

But the first reasoo named in the
lawsuit is the home's '*numerous and
»erious" violations of the township's
fire code.

"The violations constitute a danger-
ous condition and render the propoeed
facility unsafe at this time for occupan-
cy," the lawsuit states.

Township superviaor Maurice Breen
said the township has not approved oc-

cupancy of the home becaule it does other means of exiting should be re itandards adequately ensuringnot meet fire code requirements. quired in the event of a fire blocking ufety of the propoeed facility in Pl,An Inspectioo of the home on Sept 13 the way out" outh Township," the lawsuit itata.by Joleph Attard, the township's chief The lawsuit states that the Bureau of "Safety and prudence demand tbuilding official, showed there was only Regulatory Services of DSS does not some set of rules ensuring the adequ
00® eIit from a lecood-floor addition to require a formal inspection of an adult safety and protection of the propathe home. foster care facility to determine com- adult foster care facility reddents

pliance with local fire codes prior to applied and that the Charter Towns
"THE RESIDENCE 13 certainly not the inuance of a license. Nor, the law-. of Plymouth Fire Code should be 

ready to house six elderly people, let suit states. has the State Fire Safety plled pending adoption of uniform ru
alone the occupants that now reside Board adopted fire prevention and by the State Fire Safety Board."there," wrote Attard in a letter to the safety rules for the group homes. Until
township Board of Trustees. it does, the lawsuit maint•im, local fire AMONG C,rHER thingl, the law,Several ttem, are of great concern rule, must apply. also alleges that the public act Ruthto me. Since there 18 only one means of "Since there are no rules which have izing the setting up of adult foster ciegre- from the new upetair, addition. been adopted, there are no reasonable facilities is both unconstitutlonal i

hits school district
By Sharon Dargay
Ind Joan Adamczak
staff writers

Good physical therapists are hard to
find - and keep.

That's what some parents and ad-
ministrators in Plymouth-Canton Com-
munity Schools di,covered over the
past 15 months.

Parents of 17 youngsten who
receive therapy through "outreach"
programs offered by the Wayne-West-
land school district have complained to
the itate about lap- in Bervice at
leut three times during that period.

The problem occurred when then-
pists left the program and Wayne-
Westland couldn't find re placements
fast enough.

"That 13 exactly what the i=ue is -
a abortage," mays Ray Rafford, assist-
ant superintendent for student rela-
tions at Wayne-Westland.

"We had a verbal agreement with
someone who was going to take the
phymical therapist poittion in the begin-
ning and they just backed out at the
last minute." Based on thi8 verbal corn-
mitment, Rafford says a letter was
Bent to parents informing them the po-
sition had been filled. Everything back-
fired when the person decided to take
another position.

COMPLAINTS are aimed at the

Plymouth-Canton Schools, although
Wayne-Westland Schools provide the
service to the district and about 11

other Wayne County school systems.
Wayne-Westland is reimbuned with
f,„•41 rai»ed by a county•ide special
education taI in return for ninning
"center-ba,ed" programs for other dis-
tricti

The Plymouth-Canton school board
11 reloctant to hire its own therapist for
the-younk;ters becau,e it won't be

----relinbuned.

"I went to the board two weeks ago
to let them know what the situation

was," said Edwin Page, Plymouth-Can-
ton special educaUon director. "We're
the ultimate ones responsible. We're
obligated to provide phyCal therapy.
But their responae was we're not going
to put mooey into something when
Wayne-Westland 18 supposed to do lt.
Center programs are funded 100 per-
cent out of the one mill collected for
special education."

He suggested hiring a paraprofes-
stood to aid the district's own physical
therapist, who currenUy work, with
prescbool younpters.

"We could cover ourielve, and not
get caught in that dilemma But the
bottom 1Lne was that we couldn't Mend
it. Wayne-Westland is saying it can't do
it.

"We're situated here, caught in the
middle. It's a kind of Catch-22."

Wayne County Intermediate Schools
investigates each complaint and re-
ports its finding, to the state, which
makes the final decision in each ca»e.

" Part of the difficulty we encounter
in the county 18 that their relationship
to us ts as a monitor and compliance
enforeer," Page added 'They uy
'you're liable.' But the county plan says
that outreach 18 provided through cen-
ter programs We've tried to get the
county to let us hire a therapist and
reimburse us through the one mill, but
they've successfully avoided the mit>-
ject."

THE MOST RECENT complaint,
filed last month, was resolved when
Wayne-Westland hired a therapist to
Bervice the Plymouth-Canton young-
sters The person came out of early re-
Urement to fill the position part time,
aDd 011 leave when the school year
ends in June.

The therapt,t has been 00 the job for
nearly two weeks, but if the Lovestiga-
tion im under way, Page will be re-
quired to respond. He said the proceg
Involves "a great amount of time and
paperwork," for local admini,trators

Harry Salsinger, public relations di-
rector for the intermediate district,
Bald most complaints are resolved aml-
cably between parents and local ad-
ministraton.

"We may find the services are ade-
quate or not I don't recall if there was
anything earth shattering about thia

But Page Baid the situation can pit
parents against administrators. He
pointed out that he understands their
frustratiom over lack of Krvice, but
can't help r-olve the problem.

Our pareat, are pretty •ophistlcat-
ed. ney know their right•," he Mid
'"But physical therapists are M *carce
as bounds' teeth. Other outreach pro-
grams provide teachers, hearing coe-
sultants, vision consultants. This i. hap-
pening only in the area of phylical
therapy. It'i a very competitive field.
Thefre in high demand and pald top
ularies."

RAY ford agrees "If there is anyone
out there who ls a physical therapist
and wants to work, please let us know."

Rafford 18 serious about his plea for
phy,ical therapists. "I don't mean to be
flippant about It, but that is the reality
of thelituation." he said.

A spokeswoman for Wayne State
University's physical therapy program
agreed that therapists are In short nlp-
ply. She sald that although Wayne Stale
graduates find jobs with achool dis-
tricta, many are lured to hospital:, elin-
ics and private practices.

There sure 11 a shortage. And the
thing 11, moit of them make *22,000 an
nually right out of school."

Page •un't sure what the district
will do if the problem recurs. In the
past, Wayne-Westland hal hired a re-
placement before the state ordered
Plymooth·Cantoo to dip Into its own
funds.

"If it happens again," said Page, "I
gues, we go back to the drawing
board."
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There'* a shortage of physical then-
pist, in the Wayne-Westland School
District, according to Sue MeBride, di-
rector of orthopedle education for the
Way-Weltiand Ichoo] district '1
doo't really know why," MeBride taid

Her comment, highlight a problem
between the Wayne-Weltland and
Pl,moutb·Cantoo school district, con-
cerning a lack of phylical therapist»
for thi *chooli outrach program
(See related:torv.)

"nat, enctly what the -e 8- a
ollage," Mid Ray Raffort aisistant
Ipirt•te•dent for •tudent relatio= at
Wa»W=tland

Melkide, a 13-year veteran at
Way-We,tland, maid people do not
fully understand the bind,he i: in

7*ople are up,et beca- they know
tketr childr- areo't getting thethen-
py 00, diould and I am up,et too, but I
r-Ii¥ am Infid,im at lindin, win.Qm

immul- -p = u *11410»
p*11 ther:t polition to be Alled
1•.Ir*aU me *8-0 p-im
t•haned lor- fan.

9ra..4.-bid-K "tknow
Dialli doo'tbilieve th It'. m unid
6 - lia a lo.tage when e..4-

thing el»e is overloaded with job appli-
Cants."

WAYNE-WESTLAND phy,ical
therapists work with children La lelf-
contained programs like the leverely
mentally impaired program, early b
tervention program and the Outreach
Program

The Outreach Program =rvice, Kn-
dent: with wme phy:Ical Impairment
who need Iome dee 01 =pport but
•re not impered enough tobi in a self-
contained program. Childrem from l:
districta, Incloding Plymouth€antoo,
are enrolled in this program.

MeBride, who :upe,vise• atl then-
pists who work to the ph,ically LD
palid propaim, lau Iome 01 her *M
have lett jobe at Way:*Witland for
joi .th more 4--* .ch .
=pe-07 polluo-

74 *aff b quite 709%" Mentide
Ild. 11-i- pt hierred out oi
tli aria and take Miar famil 40

Hilm. 77I *rap- jit el. me Uitr
notio r" from the job and 1-val

D./.0-aUd..."4
01 hrapi* Way-W-- dooimt
have a .0•0904 0• th• *Ai ll,
p- 1*Ide mi ,

difficulty. Wayne County Intermediate
School District 1, and, by the look 01 the
want adl in the Sunday papers, mare
many of the hoepitals in the Detroit
area "

M€Bride 1, utilling al] available
Eurce, in her -rch for phymical
tberapist, but hal struck out e,er,
Ume. Ske cootacted all three univer#-
tie, in Michipn which have phy,Ical
therap, progran, (Oakland University,
Wayne State Unlversity and Unlvenity
d Mich), and mo & 00Nng ha,
=rfaced.

"I am tr,14 ever,thing I can think
ot including putting- 10 0-pipers
and lophycal therapy journals I un
even trying word-mouth now," Ihe

Her problem W compoinded by the
fact thot man, plical thripliu pre
fir to-k IM ad- midare dlib
cliald to teading children.

*me people pr- wo,kiN with
dill =oppo-d to vorkil #th all-
A.Warehon *"amih-,like
o•bal palq." MeBride *1

10 *te 01091,Klinl MCB,ide out-
look * mot u dl,11=1 i me Volld *I-

pect aft,r Id a hutrat 01-ch
'Tm bdie IV poduve aboit *"

Ike mid nrmly. "1 will 0 9--
her< /104lme, Wore fall."

- city plamer John Nac maid the
city'looon most reque-" from com-
piale, alkini to liavt

A pghtlehearine to,et op an ind-
trial divelopmet diltriet under the
act, the firK *p in the tax rellprv
0-, - been le¢ for April 14 before

Easter Egg
hunt Saturday

The Plymouth Jaye- firth -mal
E-* Eg Hit I# be held Sat,rday
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AMAZING"

J. Tornca was pleased with rE
of the Observer & Eccer

DUPLEXES FOR RENT Clai
ad placed. "Amazind respoi
had 35 calls - thank you
much!"
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