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Overcharged?
Lawsuit targets Vista deal's pricing
By M.B. Dillon-Ward
and Gary M. Cal.
staff writers

With the Vista II bribery trial com-
pleted, the Detroit Water and Sewerage
Department faces a lawsuit seeking
multi-million-dollar damages stemm-
ing from alleged price-fixing.

Several western Wayne County com-
munities, including Plymouth, Plym-
outh Township and Canton Township,
likely will ask to become plaintiffs in
the federal district court proceedings.

The suit was filed by Oakland County
Drain Commissioner George Kuhn fol-
loving the Vista I trial. U.S. District
Court Judge John Feikens placed
Kuhn's suit on hold while the Vista II
trial proceeded.

The Vista trials involved charges
against seven co-defendants stemming
from wrong-doings in the awarding of

sludge hauling eontracts for the Detroit
sewage treatment plant.

Included in those who either were

found guilty or pleaded guilty to bribe
conspiracy were Vista owner Darralyn
Bowers and Water and Sewerage Di-
reelor Charles Beckham.

Kuhn's suit charges that the price for
sludge-hauling in the Vista contract
was inflated and resulted in higher
sewage rates for the suburban users of
the system. Kuhn has invited all the
user communities to join in the lawsuit.

"WE'RE ASKING the Wayne County
Commissioners to vote and direct the

county executive to enter into a lawsuit
for us," said Canton Supervisor James
Poole.

"Of course that will turn out to be
funsville. How many of them (county
commissioners) are from Detroit? I
don't think they'd be for it," Poole said.

Many western Wayne County com-
munities contract for sewage treat-
ment with the county, rather than De
troit, because the county owns the
sewerage interceptor line going to the
Detroit plant.

The county contracts with Detroit
for the treatment of the sewage from
the interceptor and, in turn, sells the
service to the communiUes.

Unlike Poole, Kuhn believes the
Wayne County Board of Commissioners
will petition County Executive William
Lucas to enter into the suit.

Based on "inside information" he has
received, Kuhn told the Observer Fri-
day that there is a majority of commis-
sioners who will vote in favor of the
lawsuit.
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Fund sets 'giving' goal
ty Guy M. Cates
staff writer

The Plymouth Community Fund
United Way kicked off its 1984 fund
drive Thursday nlght with a "kick off
dinner"

Fund drive chairman James Garber,
a judge at the 35th District Court, an-
Define)ed this year's fund raising goal of

"That'a some real money," Garber
told the audience, "I'm sure nobody in
the room is willing to write a check for
that amount right now. But as a group,
that's totally obtainable."

Some 120 people attended the dinner,
including community fund officers and
local leaden. Plymouth Township Su-
per™isor Maurice Breen and Plymouth
Mayor David Pugh read proclamations
naming October as community fund
month in their municipalities.

Representatives from Ford Motor

4 *uppose we could
forget about doing It
on our own and go with
thi r..1 of Detroit and
.tmr-'th' lam•

amount of money:
- 40//.I .//*Ir

drive chairman

Co. presented Garber with a $4,500
check on behalf of the Sheldon Road

Plant in Plymouth Township.

GARBER SPOKE about the need for

a community fund.
Plymouth is the rectangle missing on

the United Way maps showing the De-
troit areas served by the same fund-
raising organization, he said.

Garber said people have asked turn
why Plymouth doesn't combine with
the rest of the Detroit area.

"I suppose we could forget about
doing it on our own and go with the rest
of Detroit and still raise the same
amount of money. But we've been
doing it the hard way for 41 years for
the *ame reason we don't forget about
the Fail Festival, the baod, the orch-
tra, and the balloon festival," he said.

By collecting United Way funds 00
its own, Garber said the Plymouth area
transforms "residents into citimeng,
houses into homes, and governmental
units into commudties.

"We are building on the foundation
of the past. What remains to be seen 10
if that rectangle in't there," he said.

LAST YEAR'S fund drive goal was
$330,000 and $333,000 was collected,
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Board to eye ordinance
. L By Dinnis Coffman

stall writer
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Among the items to be discussed aDd
acted upon at the Plymouth Tow=hip
Board meeting Tuesday Ls a propoeed
modification of the township'§ exi:Ung
ordinance regarding convassing, solic-
iting and peddling

A state law passed this year require,
that all penons who solicit door-to-
door or conduct street sales must have
a sales taI number.

The existing Plymouth Town:hip or-
dinance onthe subject does not require
that soliciton or peddlen fint obtain a
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Thl•photo, taken by Paul Bar-1 ofE- 001.04 nowe, Hold Hot Ak Belloon Feitlval in Hy:Im#
won the recont Oblerver color photo cont-. Town,hip. Morl winning,hot, on Piel *A.
Thi picture wi taken during lit monlh'I May-

Contest has a winner!
The Plymouth and Canton Observ-

er New,papers are pleased to an-
nounce the winners of the fourth an-
Dual Hot Air Balloon Festival Color
Photo Coote•t

Paul Baresi of East Detroit woo the
flrst prize. The winning photo (printed
above) is a Ught vertical compolition
of a single rising balloon framed by
parts of other balloons

The Obeerver invited readen to
mbmit color slides taken of activide•
during the three-day Ma,flower Hot
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| City studies computer proposal
€45,4.

A,

The Plymouth Police Department
has narrowed Its marth for a new com-
puter system to one bidder - in fact,
the only bidder interested in Installing
Euch a system for the city.

The Plymouth City Commimion i
conaldering the propolal, submitted by
Monroe Systan, Inc., a divlidon of Ut-
ton Indultrle, Tbe sy:tem propolal
would include computer hardware,
software, dik drivel, monitor: and
printen

The police department mt oit --
eral regue,t• for bl* meeting city
specificatio- The only one received
from Monroe S,tems, called for a
lease/purchame agreemect.

Under the plan, whtch hubee• ree-
ommended to the commt-ton by Plym-
oath aty Mauger Hery Grapx, the
city would have the optioe 01 cancel-
lial the le- 11 1-1 areaot avallabk
Funlhave *14 yot be,o approfiald
In the meral 1- for accen,-r.

At theend olthepropo-1 tk-year

printers and two monitors.
The lease-pumbale agreement would

allow the city to make monthly pay-
ments of ;07 for the equipment and an
addittooal $ 148 for a maintenance con-
tract The total payment would come
to $775

Interest charged 00 the hardware
amount, to 4 percent, 00 the mainte-
nance contract 2.75 percent

Monroe al,0 offena flve-year leue
a®reement, with monthly paym- 01
073 for hardware ed 1151 for main
t-ne< ! or a total 01 $527 a moilk or
a thr,e-,ar l e 4"4/4 With ply-
mets 01 0530 and ;148, for a $671 to
taL

™ 10.Be 00-ment: are lower in
emt Wn ul 10:,•purch- alli
ment, bitcamot bi cancelled at aq,-
tima Alo, untlke the *-10.-
Ii# thecity wo't owathe
eqmInt at thi - 01 tli 10,00
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records into the computer. Schoolcraft Couege or th Detrit Col
We are looking into several alterns- 140 01 B=ine•4" Carol D-: cle pur-

Uves, includIng hiring clerical belp chale alint, n...t¥ ...WI. the
thr•mgh a temporary employmeet com,111,1100. 101111 1h0 Idd k,polt
agency, utilizing ex•ling el•rlcal *aff · T
or hirlng »op *tudent, throg,h P......P-4
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An alternative
J,0,1.-n .,yon,lhought the DNe-ntlel rioo hid narrowed to
1.0 o.didatio, Pit. lowin (abo••) 01 Pernd- Ihowed up with
.opnon. 10,ven v- Im**4 on Pon#man A-- in PVm.
... 1.1.-k W D.moo..1 Lyndon Unoual#
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