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How to be tapped for school board seat
The Plymouth-Canton Board of Edu-

cation is encouraging persons interest-
ed in filling the vacancy created by
Trustee Thomas Yack's resignation to
submit letters of intent by 5 p.m. Mon-
day.

Letters should be addressed to the
Board of Education, 454 S. Harvey
Street. Plymouth 48170.

Board members will appoint the ap-
plicant they consider best qualified.

The decision was reached following
some discussion at Monday night's
workshop

Trustee Nancy Quinn said, "I think
it's only appropriate that we fill the
spot with the person who came in third
in the June election." Quinn and Trus-
tee Les Walker were elected to two

spots in the June election, with Dean
Swartzwelter placing third.

"I've always been a person who says
the community should vote for its
school board. So I'd support appointing
Swartzwelter," she said.

Swartzwelter, who was in the audi-
ence, received 1,241 votes behind Walk-
er's 1,403 and Quinn's 1,726. Casting
ballots in the election were 5,023 vot-
ers.

Trustee Dave Artley presented a dif-
ferent view.

"While I realize the populace has
spoken, a number of options are avail-
able to us," he said.

"We should keep in mind, first and
foremost, the kids. This third-place fin-
isher is particularly qualified, but I
worry about that one time when we

don't have a person of the desired cal-
iber.

"I don't want to cast any aspersions
on other districts but I think it would be

more proper to look for the most quaIi-
fied and interested person."

Trustee E.J. McClendon favored hav-

ing candidates submit in writing their
desire to be considered.

"I would feel awfully funny if I voted
for someone who was uninterested," he
said.

Walker and Trustee Elaine Kir-

chgatter agreed that appointing the
next-highest vote-getter would be pre-
cedent-setting and could lead to future
problems.

"I feel that when the people of the
district voted, they selected two, not
three," said Kirchgatter.

The appointment will be effective
through June, at which time he or she
may run for the remainder of Yack's
term which was to have expired in
1987. Yack resigned to devote more
time to career, educational and person-
al goals.

A second spot on the board also is up
for grabs in June, as Artley's term ex-
pires in 1985.

THOSE SERVING on the Plymouth-
Canton school board have their work

cut out for them.

At Monday night's workshop, which
focused on details of the instructional

skills program, Supt. John Hoben out-
lined a lengthy list of "things to do."

Hoben's long-term goals include:
• Reducing class size from the 28-

29 average to 24.5 students;
• Studying housing patterns to more

effectively use school buildings;
• Preparing for next year's negotia-

tions;

• Enhancing "outcome-based and
mastery learning" methods, in which
children are evaluated based on what

they learn without great emphasis upon
their ages or grade levels;

• Considering the possibility of join-
ing the Association of Middle City
Schools (an area group of 26 medium-
sized school districts) in order to ex-
change expertise;

• Stepping up foreign language pro-
grams for middle school students;

• Renovating Central, Hulsing,
Field and Eriksson schools to decrease

noise levels, enlarge classrooms, and
make building improvements;

• Restoring the "dormant" adminis-
trative intern program (targeted
toward teachers who wish to become
administrators>;

• Deciding upon a use for Geer Ele-
mentary School, closed about two years
ago, and Lowell Middle School, a
leased facility,

• Re-evaluating the rising cost of
existing programs - either cutting
back or feeding dollars into them;

• Addressing staff morale;
• Focusing on the board in general,

on its communication skills and finan-
cial accountability;

• Assessing new programs;
• Updating office practices;
• Reviewing organizational struc-

ture and assessing district-wide needs,
and alternative education and remedial
programs.

Tiger fans Legislation pulls plug
roar, cops on cable price control
brought in
By Gary M. Cates
staff writer

The Detroit Tigers victory in the
World Series Sunday evening touched
off a large celebration in downtown
Plymouth.

And the 1,000-member crowd's pres-
ence around the intersection of Main
and Ann Arbor Trail touched off a call

for police.
The people there were in a happy

mood, a partying mood. The law wasn't
enforced, order was," Acting Police
Chief Ralph White said.

Officers responded to the area about
9:30 p.m and attempted to move the
crowd out of the intersection and back
into Kellogg Park

"Officers attempted to contain the
large group to no avail," officer Robert
Scoggins wrote in a report on the inci-
dent.

"Units were then repositioned at in-
tersections leading into the area to di-
vert traffic flow. The crowd began to
disperse after continual rain and lack
of traffic to the area," Scoggins wrote

No arrests were made due to the
lack of officers to control the situation

and the potential and likelihood of the
situation turning into a riot," he wrote.

WHITE DISAGREED with Scoggins
comnnent

It wasn't really a manpower situa-
tion, it was a case of passive resist-
anee." White said

Plymouth Police Officers Associa-
lion President Mike Gardner refused to

comment on the report and the lack of
manpower statement

Initially the department had four
men at the scene, White said The Mich-
tgan State Police sent a two-man unit
to assist

We had less than eight men there,"
he said

'We didn't want to force a confronta-

tion We would have needed 60 cops to
handle an ugly crowd. If we would have
had 60 men available, we would have

gone down there with a different game
plan '

Considering the number of officers
available, White said the police went
into the situIltn seeking to control the
crowd, rather than confront it

"The chances are if we would have

made someone mad down there, we
probably would have had damage. We
probably would have had someone
hurt," he said.

"The people were out in the intersec-
tion pounding on cars that went by and
mounting on station wagons and vans
as they went by."

WHITE ESTIMATES that 90 percent
of the people were intoxicated.

"They were drinking beer and what-
ever. They weren't belligerent - they
just were feeling no pain." he said.
"There was a lot of bottle breaking a
patrol ear got hit several limrs by bot.
tles, and a couple were thrown in my
direction but didn't hit me."

According to White, only a few were
throwing the bottles and creating the
problems

"We just herded them into the park
to get them off the street to keep anoth-
er drunk from driving into the crowd.

"We're not unique. Westland and
Garden City had some problems Sun-
day night too," White said.

"I credit most of Sunday night's
problem to the media coverage of the
crowdo in Detroit," he said.

t

By Gary M. Cates
staff writer

Deregulation of the cable-television
industry likely will result in higher sub-
scription rates, according to local gov-
ernment officials.

Last week the U.S. Congress ap-
proved legislation calling for a national
cable-television policy which abolishes
many of the controls originally granted
to local governments.

"I think the absence of rate regula-
tion will not benefit all subscribers,"
said Terry Carroll, a Canton Township
official.

"Until some of the federal regulato-
ry language comes out we probably
won't be able to gauge the full impact
of the legislation on township sub-
scribers," Carroll said.

The House approved a compromise
version of Senate Bill 66. President

Reagan is expected to sign the legisla-
tion sometime this week.

The most important part of the bill is
a two-year phase out of local rate con-
trot. During that period cable operators
can institute a 5-percent rate increase
without local approval

After the two years, cable companies
can set their own rates - in effect let-
ting the market control rates.

The legislation also allows communi-
ties to receive 5 percent of a cable
company's rate revenues without Fed-
eral Communications Commission

(FCC) approval. Originally local gov-
ernments were entitled to 3 percent

should

)osal C
According to Municipal Ikague ati-

mates, the City of Plymouth in filcal
'84-85 will lose $48,200 in transporta-
tion (gas and weight tax rebates) funds
and $48,000 in revenue sharing if Pro-
posal C passes.

For fiscal year '85-86 the city would
lose $70,100 In transportation funds,
$67,800 in state revenue sharing and
$449,800 in reduced income from the
property tax for a total revenue redue-
tion of $587,700

NOT INCLUDED in the income loss

figures by the league 18 the city's
unused charter tax authority which will
be lost forever if Voter'a Choice is ap-
proved.

The Wayne County Intermediate
School District reports Propogal C
would cut revenue ded}cated to the
state School Aid Fund by $36 million in
1985 and $54 million in a full year; cut
state general fund revenue by about
$285 million in 1985 and $524 million in
1986; and would cut state school aid in
1984-85 by $92 million and in 1985-86
by $153 million.

Hoben added that voter, can tell

there are problems with Proposal C
when they realize it 11 oppoied by tax-
cutler Robert Tisch.

Opponent, allo st!- that panage of
Proposal C will wipe outthe "truth in
taxation" provision: of the Headlee
Amendment which allows local school
board•, city councils and towiuhip
boards to adjust downward or maintain
current tai rate• aft•r a hearing.
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Plymouth-Canton Community

Schools expect to lose almost $3 mil-
lion in income in 1986 if Proposal C is
approved by voters in November.

Faced with that prospect, the school
board at its last meeting unanimously
approved a resolution urging defeat of
the ballot proposition which is also
known as "Voter's Choice."

The City of Plymouth also will suffer
a revenue loss from passage of Voter's
Choice as the city will lose state reve-
nue sharing and gas and weight tax re-
bate funds.

Superintendent John M. Hoben says
if Proposal C is approved the school
district in fiscal 1986 will lose about
$1.7 million in state aid and another
11.3 million in local property tax in-
come.

Hoben reports that the negative ef-
feet of Proposal C on public education
would be insurmountable in terms of
current levels of funding.

"It ia felt that the legislation is Bo
loosely written that the district would
well be in litigation for an extended pe-
Mod of time attempting to get Marifi-
cation of intent and meaning," added
Hoben

The Michigan Municipal League esti-
mates cities, villages, townshipe and
counties will tole at leut $100 million
in 1985 and *335 million in 1986

THE PROPOSAL WOULD·
• Require voter approval of any
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legislative change in the rate or base of
a slate or local tax if the change would
result in increased revenue.

• Require voter approval of any
new tax.

• Effectively repeal any tax base
increase or new tax adopted after Dec.
31, 1981.

• Limit non-resident local income
taxes to a maximum of one-half of one

percent.
I Require that any increase in state

or local fees be approved by a four-
fifths vote of the governing body (state
Legislature, City Commiuion, etc.).

• Require ballot proposals on tax
questions to state the total anticipated
revenue, intended use of the revenue
and an eIpiration date.

Hoben ult,Proposal C would severe-
ly limit the district's ability to raise
fees Nuch as for community education
and summer school, adminion tickets,
school bua rental fees or school u»e
fees

TRUSTEE El McCIendon pointed
out Proposal C likely would require a
new vote on the millage just approved
earlier thil month which, in effect,
disenfranchises voten who made the

decision to approve the local millage
increase.

"Obviously a good deal of time, mon-
ey and energy will be expended on an-
nual millage eleetions to allow the dj»-
trict to levy previously authorized mil-
lap," said Hoben.

Terry Carroll

and could request an additional 2 per-
cent if they proved a need to the FCC.

Among the "federal regulatory lan-
guage" Carroll mentioned are provi-
sions for:

• Increased penaltied for theft of
cable and satellite se*Ahl, including
language calling for communities to
participate in the prosecution.

• Requiring cable operators to wire
all parts of a community, regardless of
the economic fea8ibility. Yet to be
determined is whether this provision
includes cable systems already intact.

• Requires lock-out devices for
channels which may carry adult-orient-
ed programming. The bill also
strengthens court ruling, which allow
communities to decide what is porno-
graphic or unacceptable.

• Establishes procedures to prevent
unfair denials of franchise renewals by
requiring such denials to be based on
objective criteria.

"DURING THE two-year grace peri-
od, the 5-percent rate increase will be
automatic," Carroll said. "Without di-
rect compeUtion, the market forces
don't always act swiftly."

Likewise, Plymouth Township Super-
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visor Maurice Breen has reservations
about how well the market will dictate
rates.

"Cable rates were quite reasonable
before," Breen said. "The key will be
competition."

Because of the large expense in set-
ting up a cable system, both Carroll
and Breen look to satellite television as
the compet:tion for cable.

Some communities are limiting sat-
ellite through zoning restrictions on
satellite dishes, Breen said. Livonia re-
cently enacted restricUons on the
placement of satellite receivers.

"Cable is a favored utility. It is ques-
tionable whether or not your rates will
be reasonable. especially if local gov-
ernments limit competition through
zoning regulations," Breen said.

Even if competition does exist, Car-
roll points out another problem.

"The township board could have act-
ed immediately. The market forces
will take longer to take effect," he said.

"I think anytime the local people can
have control over their own destiny, it's
better than having the FCC or some
other federal agency do it for us," said
Plymouth City Manager Henry Graper.

DESPITE THE reservations of local

officials, cable operators were able to
convince federal lawmakers of the

need for the legislation.

"The last few years have seen nu-
merous changes in the rules which
govern cable television," said John R.
Liskey, executive director of the Michi-
gan Cable Television Association.

"Courts across the country have had
difficulty applying the anUquated 1934
law to cable television.

"We believe the establishment of a

national cable policy will stabilize the
regulatory environment and therefore
foster growth in the development of
this young but fast-changing industry,"
Liskey said.

"This legislation carefuly balances
marketplace forces with municipll and
cable industry interests.

"The compromises repre,ented by
Senate Bill 66 should eue many of the
tensions which have marked the put
several years of the cable-television
franchising process," he said.

UNSOLICITED TESTIMONIAL!
M Schoenrock was pleased with
the "unbelievable response" re.
i eived from the Observer & Ec.

centric Classified ad placed. "I re-
ce,ved approximately 250 calls! I
rented the house' 1 was happy with
the resultj."

Tbank you, M. Schoe*rock'
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