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General Motors considers   -

County officials could not be reached
by press Ume to confirm or deny
whether an offer has been made to GM

SINCE GM announced it will build
Saturn, area officials have been lobby-
ing to locate the car plant in southeut-
ern Michigan

An entourage of governors from var-
jous states have paid visits to GM offi-
cials in an attempt to laod the giant
venture The new Saturn company will

lured
id-run

They were heading for the Cul-
tural Center They weren't even out
into the road. they were walking on
the far side," Henry said.

A piece of the car's headlight as-
semoly broke off during the impact
and police are in the process of de-
termining what type of vehicle it
came from, Henry said.

"We believe it wal a maroon-€01-
ored, full-slzed vehicle - po-bly a
station wagon or an El Camino type
of vehicle."

ne te-ager wle wa-'t hit told
police he thought tl car w= a *4
tion wagon, prompting police to be-
lieve it possibly wu an E! Camino
with a cap over the bed portion.

Police are asking anyone with in-
formatjon about the hit-and·run to
contact officer Henry at 453-8600

build futuristic cars and is eIpected to
incorporate a new approach to automo-
bile manufacturing.

In a letter to GM Board Chairman
Roger B. Smith, Boutheastern Michigan
was suggested by Wayne County Exec-
utive Williarn, Lucu, Pontic Mayor
Wallace E. Holland, Oakland County
Executive Daniel Murphy and Flint
Mayor James A. Sharp.

"General Motors, throughout its
birth and growth to becoming one of
the largest corporations in the world,
has shared a long and profitable history
with southeastern Michigan," the meg-
sage read

"We would like to continue this his-
toric relationship with the Saturn Plant
and are pledging our support to assist
you in a=uring that Michigan is afford-
ed the madmum opportunity to be con-
stlend as the location for the Saturn
Plant."

THE PCHI) land has been appraised
by the state at $4 3 million

Authorization for selling the parcel
is included in a supplemental appropri-
at loni bill maklng its way through the
state legislature

Sale of the land was approved late
last year by the joint capital outlay
committee but failed to be voted on by
the end of the legislative session.

Rep. Goraid Law, R-Plymouth
Towmhlp, reintr*duced the meaman

th*moath andhear# oolhemale,re
being held- this week by the state af
fairs committee

The east side parcel Is being rezoned
to mulUple family use

Staff u·rlter Kathy Parnsh ,·cm-
Inbuted to this report
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I state land for development .
By Gary M Cat•I
:tal| writer

,;eneral Motors Corp has expresied
in interest In the Plymouth Center for
Human I*velopment (PCHD) land on
i tu· Mile Road al Sheldon

Representatives of GM's real estate
Avision visited the Northville Town-
ihip site yesterday, according to town-
ihip supervisor Susan Heintz

CIM's mlerest in the slate-owned land

ha. sparked speculation about whether
it ts being considered for the company's
Saturn venture

It was not about Saturn," HeinU
told the Observer Wednesday after.
noon

She said that although the GM real
estate representatives d,dn't disclose
their plans. she believes they are look-
ing at the PCH[) site for possible office
,>r ward·house facilities

They re going to keep their options
open tor several projects coming down
the road They apparently are looking
at land ati around the place but it is
definitely not for Saturnr she said

The land. some 906 acres. is slated
for jale by the state The Northville
Township stte ts on the Plymouth
Township border and has ready access
w exprrisways and the railroad

'IT WAS a case of the County of
Wavne approaching them They are
coming out to see Ute site today,"
Hpintz •aid

Wayne County Executive William
1.uc·a< rec·entlv made offer-5 w GM in
an attempt to land the Saturn venture

W,· will not confirm that*' said GM
9.,kc·frnan Don Postman, •ben asked
d \Li· Northvilli, site was being consid-

ered for Saturn. "The site selection pro-
Cess U privileged, and we won't relea,e
that information

"It is being handled by the real es-
tate division, and they won't tell us
what they are doing "

Postman said GM 13 "trying to avoid
a bidding war" for the plant

If we said we were looking at a site,
then we'll have people coming out and
telling us everything that is wrong with
that site," he said

Teen inj
in hit-ar
Plymouth police are searching for

the driver who struck a 13-year-oId
Plymouth girl and left the scene
Saturday night

The girl, Antionette Was of Har
vey, was listed in stable condition
Tnesday at Botsford Hospital in
Farmington Hills

Was and another Plymouth teen-
ager were walking on the right side
of Theodore, between Main and
Farmer Dear tbe Cultural Center.
shortly before 10 p.m. Saturday.

According to pollee, a car beading
north bound on Theodore angled
toward the right mide ol the street -
just missing the one teen-ager and
hitting the Was girl

"The driver never even slowed
down," said Bob Henry, Plymouth
tralfic officer

BILL BAESLER/01*fl photog/*phe, 

Ice In motion
- and Inow mikee IW way along Ihi walon of tho Rougo River in 
Hines Park. For a close, look at morl wintor Ic-- from around Plymouth, turn to page OA in today'l Oblerver.

Township follows 'fast track' for police force
By G,ry M Catio
staff writer

Rome wasn t built in a day and the
}'Ivinouth Township police department
wan i he either But it wont uke much
1<,ng€· r

After dec·idmg in Derember to start
their own force b, July 1. township
tru.ten are nic,ving forward with a
f.ixt paced tinietable to hire officers.
nutfit a fanht> and buy vehirles

Thu·re haN been nci rush to Judg
ment Supervisor Maunce Breen laid
in repons,· to resident complaints af
t•·r the board set grveral police depart

Winter's

bill due
By W W.%dgir
gaff wri/,

The prarnt snowfall over the past
c,·weral wed,3 already has cost taxpay
i·r. close 14$85 000 }tat for Salt

And th;re 1% another bill to pay the
w„rkerc overtime for the hours they
put :n during the night to keep the
.:rert. flean and the uk spread over
thi· niain roath

Ken Vagras. dir·tar of the Depart
mi·nt of Public Workf, un the bil] thUI
far i, a bit more than one half of the
budget

ment purchases into motion
The board approved buying a $74,000

computer system. a *71.500 commum
cations center and a $396,500 police
9tation They also authorized PoliCe
Chief ('arl Berry to whcit bids for four
police cars

1 really don't understand what the
rush to Judgment has been." said resi
dent I.ynn Ehrle You have not leveled
with the people

! submit to you the *cond. third or
fourth years of this operation you will
be coming to the cltizens for more mil
lage W fund the operation Why haven'l

you leveled with us up to thls point"
Ehrle said

1 will predict right here tonight that
we will need two more mills

It would seem to me that it would
have been advantageous to set up a po-
lire authority along with the City of
Plymouth." he said

'You could have extended the cur
rent police contract with Plymouth for
three months so all the alternatives
could have been explored You could
have got the ducks m line and eiplored
alternatives but it looks like the deed
has been done "

TRUSTEE ABE Munlakh said the
law enforcement study committee held
a public hearing on the department and
explored alternatives

'What we're looking for 13 a very vis
itle police force whtch the City of
Plymouth can't provide us with. Mun
fakh said

'The start-up costs can't be looked
on as operation costs "

Supervisor Maurice Breen said he
took personal umbrage at Ehrle'J corn
ments

'The fact of the matter 13 that if you
had been paying attention for the past
couple of years you would have real

But Vogras feel, confident his de-
partment will stay within the budget
unless there is another fierce storm or
two before mid March when the winter
Reason Rupposedly ends

THE REASON for the high cost thus
tar 15 that the snowfal] was not deep
enough m the past few weeks to de-
mand the use of the plow

Instead the trucks had to be umed to

spread salt which is a costly operation
According to Vogra, one plowing

could handle as much as three trips
with the salt trucks "And don't forget.
salt is costly ''

The present conditions during the
past several weeks are not the worst
the city has experienced in some time
But the light snowfalls made it neces-
sary to keep the streets ulted and
that's where the major part of the
budget has gone so far

ized that thtf has been a controversial
topic· in the community dating back to
1978

Eileen &aid there has been an effort
to discre(lit the police study and the
people involved with it

'There was a letter written by one of
the memben of the police union
which contained 'complete falsehoods '

There has been no attempt to lay
wmething on the public that 13 untrue
We have done everything possible to
have a contract that would colt this
township the lowest amount possible,"
Breen Jaid

We've never said that we would
stay at the tame millage level But
you're not going to get anything any
cheaper "

The supervisor said opinions have
been written that show a police author-
ity can't accomplish what the city and
town,thip want

There are no new ideas that have
come up in the past couple of months.
Everything has been looked ati' he
said

Dennis Campbell, a law enforcement
9tudy committee member, said that
committee's first goal •as not to start
a department

Our first attempt was to keep one
department for Plymouth and Plym-
outh Township becaule Plymouth and
Plymouth Township are one communi-
ty Campbell said

('ampbel] also addressed Erhle's sug

what's inside

gestion that dispatching services could
be bought from the City of Novi

"We looked into the possibility to
have the phones set up for Novi and,
frankly. it's a bitch," he Bald.

THE COMPUTER system approved
Tuesday night is a Burrough, 896 with
specialized software from D.M. Data.

The system is considered state-of-
the-art and has been reviewed by
Breen. Berry and police consultant
Robert Parsons Several trustees at.

tended a demonstration last night.
The purchase agreement Contalm a

clause which allows the township to
back out by the end of the month in the
event the trustees changed their mindi
alter the demonstratlon

Approval was given for the police
atation, to be built in the eloting DPW
garage at the township hall complex at
the corner of Ann Arbor Road and Mill
Street

Becau,e of the timetable, quota are
going to be taken for the construction
of the data center portion. The balance
of the construction will be done
through competitlve bids.

Architect Stan Tkact will function as
construction manager and usured the
board the 3.562-square-foot facility can
be built for the estimated *396,500

Please turn to Page 4

Now that's a
Valentine!
Jorr, Hill, ••th, 8-,elheart of Pizzirlai" (le«).
•nd Gee,ge .Gino" Martucel hive 1,01 h-rti 10

spari thle V-nline'I Day. HillIng from thi
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