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Price tag set
for DeHoCo

ill/"

1

ly Guy M. C•-
staff writer

Provided things go as planned,
Plymouth Townahip could be welcom-
ing at least 500 new residents before
rummer - state felons

Michigan's Department of Manage-
ment and Budget (DMB) announced
Last week that a purchase agreement
tad been negotiated for 123 acres at
-he Detroit Houv of Corrections
DelloCo) on Five Mile west of Sheldon

'We have arrived at a figure of $6.29
·niltion, which does not include the fix-
.ures and personal property The price
, based on appratials/' uid Herb DeY
)ung, DMB deputy director

Fiirtures and personal property at
lie complex are tagged at another
1473,800 but DeYoung uid alt the fix-
:ures and personal property may not be
ought

The agreement with Detroit pro-
ades that we will assume the employ-
fs that are out ther« he said

DETROIT OWNS the complex and
turrounding 1.100 acres, stretching
rom Plymouth Township into North-
rille Township The targeted ]23 acres
ire on the Plymouth Townahip side of
Pkve Mile

Detroit ,8 in the process of closing
*HoCo and has been tranalerring the
nmates, serving sentences of less than
Ine year, to the new Wayne County Jail
n downtown Detroit

'We are prepared to go to the Jolnt
'apital Outlay Committee with the
bgreement this Thursday." DeYoung
.ald

The money lor the operation is at-
rady m the budget and the dollars al-
pady are appropriated for the pur-
hase." he said

We will be moving in there a, soon
rs possible It all depends on how fast
ie get the new fence up We ran have
t up 45 to 60 days after the bill paRses

We hope to have inmates out there
Mfore the summer ' he said

DMB OFFICIALS esttmate the

*110(70 operational costs at 143 50 a
lay per inmate and want to put 750
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pri,oner, into the facility
However, admendment, to a supple

mental appropriation: bill, introduced
last week by Sen Robert Geake. R-
Northville. call for a 500-prlioner cap
at DeHoCo

Geake and Rep Gerald Law, R-
Plymouth Township, developed a oum-
ber of admendments to the supplemen-
tai bill designed to cap the number of
prisoner, for the Plymouth-Northville
area, while calling for a moratorium
on additional institutions.

DeYoung said the operational coots
would be the ume whether there are
500 or 750 prisoners at DeHoCo Some
question his figures because the opera-
Uonal cost, for a new regional prison
are pegged at close to $47 a day per
inmate

Geake's admendments were ap-
proved 9-2 by the Senate Appropria-
tions Committee last week Voting
against the admendments were two
Democratic Detroit senaton, Jackie
Vaughn and David Holmes Jr. Neither
Vaughn nor Holmes could be contacted
for comment Friday

The vote on the admendments
represented bipartisan support for our
concerns except for Detroit, which was
upected." Ge,ke uid

Besides limiting DeHoto to 500 prts-
onen, the admendment calls for caps
of 550 prmoners at the Scott Correc-
tional Facility being built across Five
Mile on the Northville Town,hip #de,
and a cap of 311 priloner, at tbe exilt-
ing Phoent, Correctional Facility Mit
lo the Scott site

Also, by line-ileming money for in.
mate housing, Law sald they were able
to keep correctional offlckals from us-
ing old Wayne County buildings In
Westland from being u»ed u prisons

The only other item Guke and Law
wanted was lie-bar legillation which
would change the Btate'S correclional
code to reflect the prisoner caps

Appropriations is short term -
you're only talking about money for a

short period I want to change the law
w thal the prisoner caps are in K," Law
9.a Id

Please turn to Page 2
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Ready for St. Paddy's
Jim O'Brion of Formington Hille and Bridget Moran of County
Mayo swing -ch othe, during thi "Haymbl'I Jig," as Wlow
membor, 01 Killy Heliumin'• Adult Colli School of Danci await
their turne. Accompanied by John Holnzman on thi lin whistle
(front left) and Engllih Iccordlontat Bob Paige (front right), thi
dancirs prictic, Fridays at D,trolt', G-lic L-gui, and often
pido,m frie al ar- nur,lng homih ithnIc le,livals and charita-
ble events. Dincors, who hall from County Wayno, Oakland and
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Micomb ind Canada, •leo comp•le - Ind ari likely fo show why
March 17 •t panle, and pubA Liventa'• Kitty Heinzman and hic
•tudent, (who Include Itallan attorneys, cuilodianl. computw
programmen, prleit• and Howell "houilriui") uy th•r puriult
1, an injoyable way to koop Insh culture alive. What'i more, Illoy
Iay, all a pcoopictive dincer nied, 0,0 "two I,gg prifirably with
foot." 800 Thuriday'* Intorti#nment Ioct)on Ior Itoriei on St. P,-
trick'* Day doings, tho dancon and their Irloh-born Initructor.

Companies decide to go west ... Metro West
ey Gary M Catio
staff writer

Businels 1, booming at the Metro
West Industrial Park in Plymouth
Township. and lhat makes Robert De
Mattia very happy

DeMattia a Farmington Hills-based
developer owns the park and has been
working trantically of late to meet lhe
demand for light industrial land

[ have land m Avon and Van Buren
townships which I am developing. but
the hottest area for me right now 1,
Plymouth Township. he uid Friday

And when you re hot you're hot
Last month [»Mattia came before

the Plymouth Township Board for plat
approval for the second phase of hm in
dustrial park at Sheldon and Five Mile
roads Plat approval 13 a routjne re
quest unleiu. as in [*Mattia s case the
roads and utilitips arrn l In

I»Mattia was faced with a Ma> I
dradlinr for «ling properly to an

8, Clary M C,t.
Mal Wflfer

The Mayflower Hotel Hot Air Bal
loon Festival may rime from the depths
of despair and cancellation

Since announcing the event would
not be held. orianiten Scott Lorenz
and Gordon Boring have been meeting
with Plymouth Township and City of
Plymouth official, in an attempt to
work out differences

1 think thing, look favorable at thts
point We're mull In the proce- of dil
Turning thing, however." uld Plym
outh Township Clerk Dther Humng

We had a meeting this morning •Dd
it's still up in the air. nothing'I been
firmly decided," Lorenz sald Friday
"To speculate at this point one •ay or
the other. I don't know i don't know

over¥a, firrn It required putting up
large amounts of bonds to insure the
n,ad and utility work i, completed

If we didn't put them here, then
they would go to another state We had
to move fa,(. he said "It was here or
fhwago

We approached the different au
thorities and they all bent over back
wards to help w We were able to ae
complish in two or three months what
usually takes a year or more '

So. without the roads or utihtles even
started, [*Mattla received his plat •p-
proval Township Clerk E:ther Hulling
even itopped in the middle of the meet
ing to sign the document

It was teamwork," DeMatua Mid
You talk about the Say Yes to Micha

tan campaign thts ij what can

make Michigan great "
W,th the fast pIal approval. the de-

veloper successfully landed the over
•ea. firm He wouldn'l relede the
name or details uying only It s "a ma

what way we're going to go: we're still
right in the middle of It

tt'§ a complicated dul Wa juit not
something you can handle Ina Ineeting
for a half hour. but the town•hk) i• int
erested in doing it and we're interwted
In doing jt." be uid

THE BALLOON festival, which at
tracted Borne 40 pilot, lut year, usual-
ly Li held in July at the Plymouth
Township Park on Ann Arbor Road

The event draw, more than 100,000
spectator, and features bo¢ air balloon
race and preciston rlying event•

At a township board meeting tut
month, Lorenz u}d be would Do longer
spon,or the feltlval becal- of com-
ment, made by board memben Tbe
board questioned how involved It
should be within event spon,ored by a

1 have land in Avon
and Ven Buren

townihipi which l am
developing, but the
hottest aril for mo

right now ii Plymouth
Townihip.'

Robort D-allia, divoloper

jor firm which deals in hlgh-tech proto-
types and will hire enough people to get
Into the hundred, 11

TOWNSHIP SUPERVISOR Maurice
Breen. who monttored the progress of
the plat project Ma long-distance phone
while on vacation, laud, the accom-
plishment as an erample of what B
needed to develop

'Yr-, can't crute development, but
you ran create an environment for de-
velopment.'0 Breen sild

A., a government, we have to pres-
ent an attitude that says 'we want your

private, for-profit corporation.
Those quations came at a January

meeting when Lorenz and Boring asked
to relerve the park At that meeting,
Lorint uid he preferred to work thlng,
out in private, rather than at a public
meeting

AT [SSUE wam an outitanding bill
for more than $5,000 for lut year'* fel-
Uval The bill included coots for :hut-
tle-bus transportation to lhe to¥=hip
park u well u for damage at the lite

Bee•u,e of the large number of opec
laton, ochool bu- were -d to ful-
tie viliton from the Forti Sbeldon
Road Plant parklng lot. .

At the February m,Mat, U,re,g
uld be never agreed to pay for the
bu- and the mnal] amount for lod
fould be the townshlp'i cootributioo to

business ' We grea,e the skids for de-
velopment, rather than throwing up
roadblocks," he said

But thil venture 13 only one example
DeMalUa uy: he doesn't have

enough land at Metro Wes{ to meet all
the demandB Using an expandable
pointer. he points to • color-coded map
of the park marking the sites where
business will,lart building thts spring

"1 only have one lot left in Phue 1 of
the park, and we're already selling
Phase II," he uld

He points to a large lot and uys an.
other overieu firm hu bought that
parcel Again the name •nd details
can't be rele.ued "['m •worn to *ecre-
cy I just can't tell you right now. but
you'll be the lirlt to know," he uy,
with a smile

Phue IL with ime 59 lou, hu only
11 left un,old L•nd balancing work 13
starting for Phase nI

In the spring •e will Start construe-
tion on 10 to 15 building» out there.'' he

the event He uid :pon»oring the event
1, a costly venture ind requira com
munlty support

CONSEQUENTLY, the board took
no action to extend a July 5-7 reervi-
lion for the park

inotead, Hul,ing called for , com
mittee to meet with Lorenz and Boring
to try and ulvage the event Beolde,
Hul,ing, U-e meeting with the orga
nizeri Include truitee, Abe Munfakh
and Smith Horton, Town,hlp Police
Chief Carl Berry, Townihip Planner
Jim Anoelwle: and City Manager Hen-
ry Gripe

»atip •ant«1 60 do uthfash out'
the det/110 1&,d then bring it back to the
board. which D what we are doing,"
Hul:ing Mid Friday

Balloon festival may fly after all

said while placing an architeet': ren-
dering up next to the map.

Some of the busine-es, such u Clip,
and Clampi, Bracon and U.S Tool, he
can name Other, simply are '*Bold"
DeMattla promises "a major ne,n con-
ference 10 In the works "

Ctaiming his estimate in con,erva-
tive, be uy, wme 500 jobs will be ore-
ated with the buslnege• coming this
spring Moot are Involved in high-tech
manufacturing

"THIS LAND ts close to the auton»
tive centers in Detroit and clooe to re-
Bearch facilitle, in Ann Arbor - It re-
ally D prime land, It': at a perfect
crouroah," he Mid

We have euy acce- to the expre-
wan and thi 9 ooe 01 the lew parb
that hu full utiltle, on it. And. belldel
that, the community Btw 8 0 *uper
plate to live "

Within five yun, DeMattla hopes to
have the park completely built He uld
marketing efforts are under way
throughout the United States, U well u
around the world
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'It's a tremendous effort. We're
bringing jobs to the area without giving
away the whole farm either," he Bald

Breen shares the enthusiaam for the
booming Industrial park.

"This contributes to the economic
longevity of the area It also reduces
the tai load on residents, without put-
Ung an increased load on Rrvices," be
Bald

Besides the increased reven- from
property lazes. Breen uld ther€ 11 a
tremendou• •pinoff from the develop-
ment He points to the locreased reve-
nues from payroll ta,el and late, taze,
u a reoult of the Incre-d mooey
pumped into turrounding commercial
and retail shopi

'An Incre,De in manufacturing jobl,
oppoied to retail, have a tremendous
impact on the local ecooomy," be mald

Both men wid the industrial park 1,
I spirit, both for development and eco-
nombc Impart And once that spirl]
start:. u It appears to be doing at
Metro West, It just keeps going

"People want to go •ith the
winnera," DeMattia uld.
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