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Voters will elect 2 school trustees today
Two persons will be elected today to

the Plymouth-Canton Board ,}f Educa-
tion.

Between now and 8 p.m Carlton drid
Plymouth residents will be casting bal
lots to elect one trustee for a twi)-yedr
term and another for a four-year term

Running for the two->·ear spot art· in-
eumbent Dean Swartzwelter of Pl>'m-
outh, George Johnson of Plymouth and
Renee Verrneersch Casillas of Anton.
Candidates for the four-year term art
incumbent David Artle>- of Canton.
Steve Harper of Plymouth and Richard
Sumpter of Canton.

Also on the ballot will be the election
of two candidates to six-year terms on
the Sehooicraft College Board of Trus-

tees The candidates are incumbents
Michael W. Burley of Canton and
Sharon L. Sarris of Livonia and chal-
lenger Hussein Karzun of Garden City.

A small turnout of voters is expected
as there ts no miliage or bond issue on
the ballot.

Swartzwelter is seen as the favorite
in the two-year race. having some ex-
perience as a trustee and the visibility
that niay bring. He was appointed to
the board to fill the position caused by
the resignation of Tom Yack of Canton.

A CLOSE race is expected between
incumbent Artley and challenger
Harper. a fortner school trustee. Artley
hab gained supporters during his two

years on the board and Harper has kept
in toueh by serving on school commit-
lees since his last stint on the board
about three years ago.

Harper had asked to be appointed to
the board when Yack resigned, but
Swartzwelter got the nod instead. When
Nancy Quinn recently resigned from
the board Harper decided to seek elec-
tion to the board instead of being ap-
pointed. Marilyn Schwinn was named
to replace Quinn.

Sumpter ran for the school board a
year ago, as did Swartzwelter. Last
June Les Walker and Quinn were elect-
ed to the board with Swartzwelter fin-
ishing in third place,

This is the first try for the school

board for Casillas and Johnson.

Artley is vice president of the school
board and has been active as president
of the Plymouth-Canton Band Boosters.
He is chairman of the board's staff mo-
rale committee and has 15 years expe-
rience as a business manager, includ-
ing experience in labor negotiations
and contract administration.

Harper has been employed with Ford
Motor Co. 18 years in financial analysis
and control, business planning and
strategy development. A 12-year resi-
dent of the school district, he served on
the school board for four years 1977-81
and has been active with Growth
Works.

Sumpter, a resident of the district
for eight years, has been active with
the Lions Club and Boy Scouts. His wife
is an educational aide with Plymouth-
Canton Community Schools; they have
four children attending school in the
district.

CASILLAS, WHO has a master's in
education degree from Wayne State
University, has nine years teaching ex-
perience in public schools, Hawthorn
Center and Lafayette Clinic, and was a
teacher consultant for three years in
Indiana. She has been active in PTO.

Johnson is a supervisor for Michigan
Delivery, a state liquor warehouse, and
has been involved in PTO, Boy Scouts

and church activities.

Swartzwelter. a resident for eight
years, has a degree in accounting with
experience in finance. He has been in-
volved in school district affairs for the
past eight years, including service as
board liaison for the Plymouth-Canton
Association for the Academically
Talented (PCAAT).

Among the Schooleraft hopefuls.
Buriey is a teacher for Northville Pub-
lie Schools, Sarris is a communications
manager for General Motors and a for-
mer teacher, and Karzun is a product
design engineer in Ford Motor Co.'s
light trucks division.

No more passing the buck(s)
Townships collect long- awaited Supersewer funds
By Gary M. Cates
staff writer

After two >·ears of squabbling. legal
battles and negotiations, it boiled di,wn
to a question M wht, f.lilliti hand over
the checks.

Plymouth and ('anton town.hips
were expected to recent checks total-
Ing more than $600.000 Friday as part
of a settlernent on their Supersewer
lawsuit

''We are ,-itter],Pt inK 6,3 expt·dite
thmgs and art trying to pick up the
checks today," Plymouth Township At
lorney Brian Jarnes said Fri,!av

1 guess the problem now: 1% who in
the county i·an physically hand me our
check. I don't care if (hev want u , tak,·
pictures or whatever. Just .th It)ng JN
they give me the cherk

The money. $141.888 for Pls·nir,uth
Township ant! $476.219 [or ('anton. r„p
resents the arilount bolh rernmlinines
primped into planning the ill-faterl >41
persewer project

Ily paying the money In the town
ships, more than half of tht· def,·nilants
in the Sup,·rwwer 11'lgation will bi
dropped

IN THE >unum·r 4,1 1!1111 a ,<•,ver
nor s task forre decided lo hplit the
project. which would haw· built a max-
sive sewage line from n,irthwi·stern
Wayne County through the Dowariver
area tr> a treatment plant. with the r,·
cycled water fiript>·ing int„ thi· 1),·trmt
River

The !.1.k forer il,·c·tilt·(1 1,; 1,·1 till'
southern. c {'iri:liurlities procced wah r,
9.11¢·(11(,wn £·•·r.i,n „f L..1,3,0 ... w. r

while the northern communities were
luniped together with Rouge Valley
communities to form the NHV. RV 1
project ,North Huron Valley Rouge
Valley Wastewater Control Project).

Following the split, the townships
filed a lawsuit tri Wayne Circuit Court
to protest the decision and demanded
repayInent of their planning money be-
cause they weren't being allowed to
take part in the project.

Included as defendants were all of
the southern communities, Wayne
County, the City of Detroit and State of
Michigan. The lawsuit alleges. among
other things, that the decision was the
refult of conspiracy and that the town-
shiI'.4 were forced to participate m the
Supt rsewer planning against their will.

Last year lhe southern project was
approved for 75 percent U.S. Enviro-
mental Protection Agency {EPA) fund-
mg, with tht· remaining 25 percent to
comr from the cornmunities through a
j„int-obligation bond sale coordinated
hi· the county

Because of the pending litigation, the
viwthern communitws were forced to
deal with the townships if they wanted
tu sell their bonds

Plymouth and Carton township sub-
:equently agreed to drop the southern
communities from the lawsuit if their
phinning mone>· was repaid

The bonds recently were sold for the
v,utht·rrn project. with a portion of the
pro,·et·fl. going for the litwfult settle-
Nient

WF, MAVE had three «tivment

conferences and another oneis sched-
uled for June 12,'' James said.

The conferences have been post-
ported to allow for the bond sale, so the
southern communities could be
dropped, he said.

'We have made a settlement offer to
the county, state and city but we have
not heard back from them.

'If it is not resolved at the June 12
meeting, then we will get a court date
as soon as possible and proceed with

the trial," James said.

The remain}ng defendants -- the
city, county and state - have been
asked to agree lo several things
Arnong the points are

• Agreeing that the two townships
are not required to send all their waste-
water (sewage) to the Detroit treat-
ment plant

• Agreeing that a state sewer lap
ban will not be imposed on the two
lownships

• Agreeing that an alternate sew-
age project INHV, RV ID be developed
with fair]> divided local costs not to ex-
reed 65 percent of the total cost.

The NHV. RV 1 project was denied
55-L,ercent EPA funding last year and
plans are in the works for NHVRV II.
 Recent changes in EPA funding guide-
lines xet the maximum federal share of
a project at 55 percent - opposed to
the 75 percent the southern project
received 6

James said there are several reasons
the townships believe NHV/RV II
won't receive EPA approval, and that
the proposed local share allocations
are not fair.

Plymouth Township recently
received a copy of an EPA letter pos-
ing many questions about the NHV/RV
II plans.

"The EPA information basically
says that there is no way under the sun
they are going to approve the project
for funding," he said.

Because they believe NHV RV II
will not become a reality, James said it
is important to be free to seek alter-
nate methods of increasing sewage ca-
pacity - hence the need for the agree-
ment that Detroit doesn't have exclu-
sive rights to their sewage.

Prohibiting state sewer tap bans also
is needed to search for alternate proj-
eets. In the past the state has threat-
ened such bans to force participation in
Supersewer and in NHV/RV 1 and II.

A Chicago-based engineering firm
has been retained by both townships
and is exploring the idea of alternate
sewage projects.

The NHV/RV II project, under the
latest plans, would cost about $110 mil-
hon with 50 percent being paid by the
local communities. The EPA letter re-
portedly says another $160 million
worth of work would be required.

"That would make it the most expen-
sive sewer project ever in this state,
James said. -We are approaching the
demise of the project - it will never
be built ''
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Suspect sought
Police and FBI agents are searching for the man (above)
photographed by a surveillance camera during last Monday'srobbery of the Comerica bank at 41486 Wilcox in Plymouth I
Township. The man was wearing a wig and is described as
"armed and dangerous." A $1,000 reward has been offered
for information leading to an arrest and indictment. Anyone
with information should call Plymouth police, 453-8600, or the
Detroit FBI office, 965-2323.

Petitions target on possible closing of Central
By Gary M. Cales
staff WAter

( 'ir<'tilators of .1 i>(·titicin r 111>11:Ing thi·
closing of ('entra! Mi,Idle School likelv
will run head first into a brn·k wal]
Tuesday night

Supporters of the hi.storn' sc'hni,1
building, who have heard rumors that a
closing is in the works, are gathering
signatures and plan to approach the
.Brhool board al tomarraw night s mem
mg.

' As far as rm concerned they can
corne tip and beat thrir heads They ran
comr but i{'s going to br a waste of

time. Alli,<,1 iniendent John lint>en said
Fridav

There 4 bern no discrissirin or intent
bi' th,· hik,*rd or administration to close
('entral it's rather stupid when we're
rrnting a building from [.ivana
Then« no foundation for it/* Hoben
Kaid

''There'* nothing in the current plans
of the f'!vmouth-Canton Community
Schools to use Central for anything
other than a school

'You ran check with the board presi-
dent. Roland Thomas, if you want but I
am speaking for the board and admin
titration when I say that

1 d be willing to bet most of us will
be gone and burwd and that building
still will be used as a school." the su-
p,·rintendent said.

BUT RESIDENTS from the Adams
Street area in Plymouth, behind the
school, believe differently.

'"There are so many rumors floating
around, we just want to get the facts -
that/8 why we're going to the school
board Tuesday night," Adams Street
resident Roxanna Uhlmann said Fri-
day

'We feel we may br early jumping
on the handwagon but we want to be

included in the decision-making pro-
cess. They got rid of Starkweather Ele
mentary before anyone knew what was
happening," said Rena Przytulski. one
of Uhlmann's neighbors.

The two women, along with two N
Harvey residents, are the impetus be-
hind the petition drive. The group ts
circulating two petitions - one asking
that Central be renovated instead of re-
placed, and the other asking that if the
property is sold it go to the city for rec
reational purposes

The whole issue of middle school
housing has surfaced recently because
of discussions on a proposed bond issue.

'There absolutely are no discussions
or plans to close Central. The only dis-
cussion in regard to Central came up in
the bond committee," Hoben said.

"It was talk of how much or how ht
tle will be asked for in the bond issue to
go for renovating Central.

''It was just some discussion the bond
committee had and then Mayor David
Pugh from the city made some grandi-
ose statements about using it for apart-
ments or senior housing or something,"
Hoben said.

"The bond committee discussed it
because of the amount for renovation,
they talked about the possibility of

building That w•>uld be mee but it is
not pos>ible "

Reportedly. the cost for Central's re-
novation ranges from $15 to $6 mil-
lion, opposed to $7 million to build a
new airribination middle elenientary
school Ideally. a new building would
be in ('anton to avoid transportation
rosts to the current middle schools
which all are in Plymouth (except for
Lowell which ts leased from I.:vonia)

Please turn to Page 3

Site has rich educational heritage
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('entral Middle Schort on Main at
Chuirch in I'lymouth, is the oldest edu
rational site m t.he district.

'On that site has existed the nii(·1*·its
of the Plymouth school system since
1853," said Sam Hudson, a local hist<iri
an

In 1840 Ebenezer J Penniman built
a seminary in memory of his wife at
the Bite The seminary was built before
the formation of public schools.

In 1853 Penniman agreed to donate
the property and building to the schoo[
8ystem if they would consolidate all the
area schools into it," Hudfon said

The agreement was made and the
geminary was repaired and used Short
ly after that, building was Undrrtaken

and the seminary-turned-school was
doubled in size, arrording to Hudson.

At that time, schools went from first
gradr to eighth and all were housed in
the one school building.

In 1887 the high school was added to
the building and four years later the
first high school class graduated from
Plymouth - having gone through all
the grades at the Central site.

"THE REASON we got a high school
was that a state law was passed which
allowed school districts to collect some
taxes to build high schools, " Hudson

said

Before public funding of schools, all
students were required to pay tuition

for public and private schools
In 1916 the school building and

neighboring Methodist Church burned
Classes were moved to various places
throughout the city while the school
was rebuilt and the new building
opened in 1918.

The 1918 building stand5 today as the
oldest part of Central Middle School.

Until 1927, the main Central building
housed all of the grades in Plymouth.
Starkweather Elementary was built in
1927 as a "ward school," Hudson said.

There was much debate over build-
ing Starkweather as a branch school,
which initially housed all grades - just

as the Central building did.
In 1936, following a fire at the Pres-

byterian Church, the city acquired the
property in front of Central. At the
time Church Street ran directly in front
of the school and was the dividing point
for north and south Main.

For student safety reasons, as well
as providing a better fire route, the city
wanted to close that street and divert
Church.

An agreement was reached with the
Presbyterian Church to get the park
land which now slts In front of Central,
and Church Street was angled.

The site continued to serve as the
high school until 1970 when Plymouth
Salem was opened at the Centennial
Educational Park (CEP} in Canton
Plymouth Canton was built and opened
two years later at CEP.
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