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Another try to
limit voter lists
By Dinnis Coffman
staM writer

It's back to work for supporters of a
proposed new bill that seeks reform of
the state's voter registration law.

Advocates of a new law - including
Plymouth Township Clerk Esther Huls-
ing and State Sen. Robert Geake, R.
Northville, who represents Plymouth
and Canton - hope the third time's the
charm.

This is the third go-around with voter
registration reform for the Senate,
Geake and several bipartisan co-spon-
sors have introduced the latest bill,
their third.

Two previous bills were passed with
bipartisan support in both chambers of
the Michigan Legislature, but were
vetoed by Gov James Blanchard.

Geake's new legislation, entitled the
Voter Integrity Program, has been co-
sponsored by the majority and minori-
ty leaders in the Senate.

The current bill, Geake said, should
be acceptable to the governor.

"I addressed the concerns expressed
by the governor, but he raised new ones
in his second veto message. This third
attempt responds to his latest obsta-
cles," said Geake

HIJLSING SAID she supports the lab
est bill, as she did the previous one. "It
will keep voters on the active voting
list for five years, before they are re-
moved," said Hulsing. "It's better than
10 years."

Plymouth Township voters now are
carried for four years on the active list
and another six years on the inactive
List. During that period, they can vote
without having to reregister

The procedure in effect allows a vo-
ter to remain on the voter rolls, even if
the person has long since moved out of
the township.

After a voter has been inactive for 10

years, the clerk sends a 30-day notice
informing him he will be placed on a
canceled list

THE CLERK then is required to ear-
ry the voter, who had not voted for 10
years, on a canceled list. Persons on
the canceled list can vote only if they
reregister.

Under Geake's bill, clerks would be
allowed to place inactive voters on the
canceled list after five years, rather
than 10, after written notice has been
sent and a 30-day period of reapplica-
tion is completed.

"I am all for an 'active or not-regis-
tered' method," said Hulaing. "By wait-
ing five years, we would allow for the
overlapping of the Presidential elec-
Con.'

She said fraud often results in larger
cities, in cases where inactive voters'
names are used to pad elections

Callfornia has perhaps the quickest
inacUve voter caneellauon. That state
removes voters from the rolls after
two years.

Wisconsin and Minnesota have one of
the moet lenient - and taxing for
clerks. They permit voters who have
been Inactive to reregister on the day
of the election In Milwaukee, that pro-
vision resulted in 65,000 perion, re gis
tering during a recent election day.

"Mlchigan is far longer than most
states, on the average," said Hulsing

THE TOWNSHIP goes out of its way
to 8ign up voters "We will register
them at home," said Hulsing. "There 10
no reason why anyone eligible in the
township should not vote."

Township voter8 al.80 can register at

township hall or at any secretary of
state office.

Hulsing also suggested that the post-
al service be required to inform the
clerk if a resident moves out of the
township, but conceded such a proce-
dure might place too great a burden on
the post office.

The township has 14,664 registered
voters. 1 don't count the mactive list,"
said Hulsing

Following a purge, Hulsing said she
was able to whittle the number of inac-
tive voters down from 3,000 to 2,500.

"I have a whole file full of canceled
voters," she said.

GEAKES BILL also provides train-
ing procedures for deputy registrars,
allows cross-jurisdictional registraUon
by agreements through clerks, and cre-
ate; standardized voter registration
forms.

The Senate Local Government Com-
mittee will hold hearings around the
state this summer on the Geake bill.

"This is a simple, honest bill which
would make voter registration more
accessible and help alleviate concerns
expressed by certaln groups that spon-
sor registration drives," said Geake.

"Simply, we are making registration
easter and cleaner, without creating
unnecessary administrative burdens
for local clerks."

Geake's proposed legislation is sup-
Twrid hv the Mirhican Townghtnq AR-

parade, with Grand Marshal Lt. Gov.
Martha Griff ths, will feature some 80
entrants - Including bands, marching
units and government officiall.

• 3 p.m. - An old f whioned family
picnic at the Plymouth Township Park
on Ann Arbor Trail between Sheldon
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tain of the location, Commander Larry
Hall said.

"She wu pretty dboriented . . she
dido't even know where she waa," Hall
sald.

The woman was traveling from her
residence to Ann Arbor when she be-

suspicious of the man because he didn't
appear to know where they were head-
ing. She apparently pulled the car to
the side of the expressway and stopped

"She told him if he didn't know
where they were going, he would have
to get out," Hall Mid

BILL BRESLER/staM photographer
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and "docksider" shoes.

Hall said anyone with informatioc
about the incident or suspect should
call police at 453-3869.

If arrested, the man will be charged
with first. degree criminal »exual con-
duet.

In what he described al a "momentous occasion," Supervisor Community Service Olicers took their oathi of oflice during the
;ociation, the Michigan Municipal
Clerks Association, the Michigan Mu-

Maurice Breen (right) swore in thi entire Plymouth Township Po- ceremony at the township park. The police officers, 16 men and

nicipal League and the State Chamber ||ce Department Friday afternoon. EIghteen police offlcer, and 15 two women, comprise the firit-ever town*hlp force.

if Commerce.

Weekend packed with holiday events
People staying home for the long and Beck roads. Families are invited to planned for Friday, July 5 THE FOLLOWING activities are • 6 p.m. - The Eastern Airlin

Fourth of July weekend will find plenty bring their blankets and picnic baskets • 4:30 p.m. - Shuttle bus service to planned for Saturday, July 6: Race gets under way with the balloo

to do in and around the Plymouth-Can- for the community's first Fourth of the balloon festival launch site starts. • 5 a.m - The Sunrise Inflation taking off from CEP.

ton community. July picnic, sponsored by the Jayeees The buses run from the Canton Town- Sale starts at shops throughout Plym- • 8 p.m. - Another night under U

Besides Thursday's celebration of Pop, cotton candy, popcorn and other ship Hall parking lot on Canton Center outh. The event will last until 10 a.m. stars as the second Balloon Ball tak

the nation's birthday, The Mayflower goodies will be available. Road, south of Cherry Hill. The service • 8 a.m. - The Hare and Hound place on the Mayflower II deck. Tic
Hotel Hot Air Balloon FesUval on Fri- • 6:30 p.m. - A '50s and '603 dance costs 50 cents per per=Bon. race takes place, with the ascent from ets are $6 at the door.

day, Saturday and Sunday in Canton at the lower pavilion at the Plymouth • 6 p.m. - The American Airlines CEP

will offer a variety of acuvities. Township Park The dance follows the Statute of Liberty Race marks the • 7 a m. - A "Fly-In" Pancake

Here's a line up of what's on tap this picnic and will end at sunset. start of the fifth annual balloon festi- Breakfast starts at Mettetal Airport, THE FOLLOWING activities a

weekend. , Dusk - The Fourth of July fire- val More than 40 balloons will lift off Lilley Road at Joy. The $3 breakfast is planned for Sunday. July 7
works, enutled "Pyrotechnic Extrava- from this year's site at the Plymouth being sponsored by the Experimental 0 6 a.m. - C.N.T. Race with U

THE FOLLOWING activities are ganza," hit8 the sky at dusk. The fire Centennial Education Park (CEP) in Aircraft Association Chapter 113. balloons again taking off from CEP

planned for Thurnlay, July 4 work show, sponsored by Central Dis- Canton Township. • 10 am. - Art In The Park ks lea- • 4:30 p.m. - Shuttle bus servi,

• 6:30 a.m. - Registration beglns tributors and other Plymouth business- • 8 p.m. - The Balloon Ball starts tured until 4 p.m. at Kellogg Park. On from Canton Township Hall starts.
for the Fourth of July Run in Plymouth es, will be held at the Plymouth on the deck of the Mayflower II. Dane- exhibition will be arts and crafts. The
sponsored by the Jayeees. The race will Township Park ing, hot dogs, cash bar and music from park is at the corner of Main and Ann • 6 p.m. - British Airways "Pic

strat from the corner of Harvey and the '508 and '608 by Benny and the Jets Arbor Trail em Up Key Contest" starts with bs

Ann Arbor Trail. Prepaid entries are
will be featured. Tickets are 16 at the • 4:30 p,m, - Shuttle bus service loonists trying to "pick" keys fro

15, or 17 the day of the race. Trophies, THE FOLLOWING activities are door begins from Canton Township Hall. atop a pole at CEP to win a car.

T-shirt and refreshment, are included
kn the registration fee.

• 9 a.m. - Mason' a Pancake Break-

fast at the Maaonic Lodge on Penniman Police hunt for expressway rapist
Avenue, aerogs from Kellogg Park. The
breakfast is open W the public and will
run unU] 1 p.m. A 23-year-old Southfield woman said came lost. according to a police report At that point the man attacked and neat and good looking."

• Nooo - Plymouth Rock ceremo- she was raped in her car early Monday She stopped at a gas station to obtain raped her, the police report states Hall said she probably believed U

ny between City Hall and the I)unning- morning in Plymouth Township. directions when she met the suspect, The suspect left the car and the Muspect wouldn't hurt her because I
Hough Library on Main Street in Plym- The woman told officers abe was as- who offered to go along with her, woman returned to a Plymouth Town- his appearance - a common mistak
outh. The special ceremony commemo- uulted shortly before 1 a.m. by a man claiming to know where ahe was head. ship restaurant, where police were The police commander said people k
rates the gift from Plymouth's sister she picked up to help her with diree- ing

called. often make such anumptions based c

city In England and will feature re- Cons. The incident reportedly hap- "She aaked for directions and he of- Firefighters transported the woman stereotypes.
marka from Observer columnist W.W pened along either M-14 or I-275 fered to escort her," Hall said. "Some- to Oakwood Hipital-€anton Center for "Looks can be deceiving," he said.

Edgar Township police are Investigating where between the gas station and Ann treatment. The suspect wag described u whil

• 1 pm - The Plyrnouth Jaycees the report and haven't determined if Arbor, the incident happened." As of Monday, Hall said police 801! with a dark tan, blood hair, mediw
24th annual Fourth of July Parade on the incident actually happened kn their had question8 about the incident - in- build, 5-feet-6 to 5-feet-7 inches, weat
Main Street kn downtown. This year'• jurisdiction, as the woman wasn't cer- THE WOMAN reportedly became cluding where it happened and if the ing swimming trunks, white T-shir

suspect worked at the gal alatton
Responding officer• had difficulty in-

terviewing the woman becauBe abe was
upset, lost and confnud, Hall said.

THE WOMAN told officer: she let
the iran in her car 'fbecause he wu

Garbage collection fee stays same what's inside

. airy M. C.-
staff writer

The cost of getting rid of garbage
will remain the ume for another year
In Plymouth Town•hip

Supervt,or Maurice Breen an-
nounced to trust- lit week that be
negotiated another year on the .oftd
waste dispoul contract with Cantoo
Dispoeal Recycllng

The board earlier had authorized the

Bupervi,or to meet with the garbage
collection company in an effort to ex-
tend their contract, which would have
expired July 1

I have negotiated an ext-ton un-
der thi Iame te= and cooditiom u
the prior •0-ment" Br- sald lut
week. Truit- unanlm-ly approved
the ext-ton

Under the terms of the extension, the from the collecton and Bome residents.
township will continue to pay 03.28 per the board decided In 1982 to award a
stop. per month. allowing the to-hip townshipwide contract to Canton Recy-
to continue charging rmidents H • cllng - while allowing rmidents to opt
month for the Bervlce out of the service

THE GARBAGE collection program The great majority of fuldect, de
was started tn 1982. Prior to then, clded to go with the township-€oordi-
tow™hip r=Ident, were re,ponlible nated aervice, although mme -yed
for obtaining their own garbage collec- with their put collectors. However, the
tton. loil of work for many of the imaller

Several companle• provided the Der- firms required that they eloie •hop or
vice, moltly bied on Iubdivilion tlne• exclude Plymooth Township route, for

A committee, headed by theD-trultee ecooornic rea,0111
Gerald Law, Itudled the p-bility of
combining all the work under one TODAY, THREE YEARS later,
towl»hip eontract atalower price. 4,BOO of the 6,000 homel in the town-

All of the collieton wer, giveo an ftp porticipate in the program, ac-
opportinity to bid 00 the cootract - cording to Br-
with,ome combining tombmit a bid Although thetow-hip charge, more

But amid critlclam and complato4 than what It pay, for the ,-tee, the

surplus amount hu not been spent or
logt.

AR wal promised at the time the prm
gram was :tarted, the township contin-
ues to record the amount of exee-
charges and carries It u "rierved
fund bilance "

That money will be oled to buffer fu-
ture price Increases for the Bervice,
which Breen uid will allow the town-
mhip to continue charging $4 per month
even after the contract'i price exceeds
;4

Canton Recycling': orginal contract
ftnt •u rinewed in 1984 for one year
™ most recent renewal 9 pod
uu€*/h 19/6

Bellde• charging 13.26 per stop,
Breen uid the agreement al,0 has a
eoit-01-Uving clame which could affect
e price
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