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Chiefs study emergency exchange change ]
By Gary M. Cate•
staff writer

How western Wayne County resi-
dents call for emergency help could be
changed ill the future.

A recently formed group of police
chiefs, meeting informally to discuss
common problems and efforts, is ex-
ploring the possibilities of installing the
Enhanced 911 system.

"It's a good system, it would just
take a lot of work to Ret it in place if
that's what the chiefs want to go to,"
said Plymouth Township Police Chief
Carl Berry, a member of the group.

Enhanced 911,referred to as E911, is
an emergency dialing system offered
through Michigan Bell. E911 offers

more features than Basic 911 (B911)
service and requires less phone trans-
fers.

"We're putting E911 before the
group to make a conclusion among our-
selves," said Berry, who 13 coordinating
the study.

"If this is the way they want to go,
we'll then have to determine what our

next step is. But you have to remember
that it will be two years before the im-
plementaUon could take place," he
said.

"THERE'S A lot of advantages to
E911, most of which fall within the po-
lice and fire department'a ability to
handle emergency calls," Berry said.

The biggest advantage with the en-

hanced system is 911 call routing. With
E911, emergency calls are directed to
dispatch centers based on the location
of the caller, rather than by phone ex-
change.

Call routing is one of the problems
with the current B911 service in Plym-
outh. Anyone dialing 911 in this area,
including residents in Plymouth and
Canton townships, are connected with
the City of Plymouth dispatch.

Because of that, residents in the two
townships are encouraged to dial sepa-
rate seven-digit numberf for emergen-
cia.

An enhanced system would allow
residents to dial 911 and have their call

routed to their own dispatch center
without transfers because the calls are

routed by community bounaary rather
than phone exchanges (which don't fol·
low boundaries)

With the basic service, a Plymouth
dispatcher has to forward any 911 call
coming from outside the city.

For example: a Plymouth Township
resident dials 911. The call rings at the
City of Plymouth dispatch center and
the caller is asked for his/her location.
Once it's determined the call is coming
from Canton or Plymouth Township,
the dispatcher forwards the call to the
township dispatch center.

BESIDES ELIMINATING the time
consuming step in tra nsferring, the
E911 system has other advantages,
Berry said.

Incoming 911 calls on the enhanced
system are accompanied by a video
readout which can identify the calling
phone number and street address. In
the case of a business dialing 911, the
enhanced system algo displays the busi-
ness name.

Other features include forced discon-
nect, to free 911 lines; default routing,
for emergency backup; and speed call-
ing

The forced disconnect feature is im-
portant in the event someone deliber-
ately ties up the 911 lines. With this
feature a dispatcher can clear the
lines.

Default routing would work in the
event the computer routing system
failed or garbled. Another feature, al-

ternate routing, allows emergency .
calls to be sent to another close-by cen-
ter in the event all lines are tied up.

Speed calling would allow a 
dispatcher to forward or place a call fo j I
other emergency numbers by hittingl
one button. This tould be used for con-
tacting the poison control center or I
hospital.

Berry said the one drawback to the
E911 system is the cost of putting it in '
place. Like basic, a community would
have to pay for installing the enhanced
system.

The chiefs will attempt to determine
if the costs would be worth the advan-
tages the system offers, according to
Berry.
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County claims
state home land

Michigan'§ lioutenant governor,
marihal in Plymouth's 24th Anni

4th folly
Switching sites for Fourth of July

festivities went so well this year, of-
ficials are looking forward to keep-
ing thing, at the Plymouth Town-
ship Park next year.

Following the Jaycees' parade
Thursday - always held in down-
town Plymouth - attention was
shifted to the township park where
the Jayeees sponsored their first
family picnic and first township-
based fireworks

The afternoon picnic drew several
hundred people and went off without
a hitch, according to Police Chief
Carl Berry.

The picnic was followed Thursday
evening with the annual fireworks
di:play, usually held at Maney
Field in the city.

Berry uld an esUmated 45,000 to

Marthe Griffithi, wai thi grand
il Joycoe's Fourth of July Parade.

went foi
For a look at other i
July festivities in PI
see Page 3A in toda

50,000 people came out to the park
on Ann Arbor Trail to mee the dis-
play.

"It went well, except for a few
minor problems we have to work
out with the traffic. The second year
will go smoother," he said.

"Members of PACT (Plymouth
Area atizens Team) and the Com-
munity Service Officers (CSOB) did
their usual out:tanding job, with the
assistance of the Jayeeel."

Griffith• Imiled and waved to
parade route along Main Street

th withc

Irade and Fourth of

mouth Thursday,
9'• Observer.

PACT MEMBERS and CSO® pro-
vided all of the traffic enforcement
and helped Jayeees with on-elte
parking directions, as well as polic-
ing the crowd.

According to Berry, the 40 volun-
teer PAer people and CSOs worked
from 3 p.m. until midnight.

By having the Jayeees, (3900 and
PACT members handle work -oci-
ated with the events, Berry said
township police officers were kept

SCOT PEACOCK/staff photographer

many reeidents who lined the

it a flaw
free to respond to calls.

"We only used one police officer
for traffic and that was at Sheldon
and Ann Arbor Trail," he said.

"Overall, the crowd was peaceful
and there weren't any problems. We
did make one arrest for an allegedly
drunk driver who allegedly rear-
ended someone," he said

A 22-year-old Pontiac man was
charged with OUIL after being in-
volved in that accident at Ann Arbor
Trail and Ann Arbor Road, shortly
before 11 p.m.

Fire Chief Larry Groth said no
one was injured when several of the
fireworks failed to shoot into the air
and exploded at ground level. Alao,
no one wu hurt when another fire-
work during the finale 8hot into the
crowd and burned.

By Gary M. Cat
staff writer

An attempt to sell the old Plymouth
Center for Human Development prop-
erty on Sheldon Road apparently has
backfired on state officials.

Instead of signing off on a "reverter
clause" in the deed, as requested by the
state, Wayne County has demanded
possession of the land.

"We have asked the state to turn the
land back over to the county," latd Bill
Johnson, press secretary to County Ex-
ecutive William Lucas.

"This really is a legal matter... all
we are telling the state right now is
that we want the land back because

they are not using it for the intended
purpose," Johnson said Friday.

"I don't anticipate going to court it's
all pretty clear cut."

The land in question, 250 acres north
of Five Mile on both sides of Sheldon,
was deeded to the state in 1956.

Although the county gave the North-
ville Township land to the state, the
deed contained a clause which requlres
the land be returned in the event it is
not used for "treating mentally dis-
eased or mentally deficient children,"
Johnson said.

DEPARTMENT OF Mental Health

officials reportedly asked the county to
sign off on the clause in an attempt to
prepare the property for sale.

"The county never knew about the
reverter clause until we told them
about it," said Rep. Gerald Law, R-
Plymouth Township. Law has been
working with state officials trying to
sell the land.

Johnson wouldn't confirm that the
county learned of the clauae through
attempts at having official: sign off on
it. He did say the matter has been
turned over to attorneys for both gov-
ernments

"The state 18 using it for some other
purpose than it was deeded for and It
was brought to our attention," be Mid.

Law said sale of the land probably
will be held up if the clause lan't re-
solved. The lawmaker believes a clear
title can't be transferred until the coun-
ty signs off or the state returns the
land.

"The county has written a letter
back now to the department uying
they want the land back," Law Bald.
"The county gave the state the proper.
ty for a specific purpose and they don't
want momeone else or the *tate to make

money off of It.

what's Inside

"The state would argue they still use
a small portion of the property for
mental health," he said.

A small portion of the land, at the
northeast corner of Sheldon and Five
Mile, is used for mental health admin
istraUve offices. That corner hasn't
been included in discussions of what
would be sold.

"But the county is looking at it aa an
entire parcel, that you don't split it up,"
Law said. "They got a pretty good ar-
gument. The state ha='t been using the
property for the mentally ill for a long
time now."

SALE OF the property has been ru-
mored for several mont!» by state offt-
cials. An appraisal recently was done
for the state and pegged the property
value at 04.3 million.

Northville Township officials have
been keeping a close eye on the discus-
sions and reportedly have lined up pri-
vate developers to purchase the land.
The parcel has been rezoned for indus-
trial (west of Sheldon) and multiple
family (east of Sheldon) uses.

Johnson refused to comment on what

the county would do with the land in
the event the state returns it.

"There are no specific plans to use
the property at this point," he said,
adding that sale to a private developer
hasn't been ruled out.

Law believes the county would be
easier to deal with, in terms of a ule

"The county owns the property all
around it. It would be easter to put to-
gether all of the surplus land out there
and deal with one governmental unit"
he said.

Also, Law believes a lower buying
price could be generated with the coun-
ty - making the land more attractive
to developers. (The land i: acroal the
street from Plymouth Tdwnihip's
Metro West Industrial Park and North-
ville Township official• hope to uie it
for continuing indu,trial development)

The $4.5 million appratul assumed a

buyer would use the existing bulldin, 1on the land.

"The intended ule of the building
makes the estimate too high," Law 1
said. "There'i no way thoie bulldinp I
can beused, so why :hoold Bomebody I
pay for them just to bulldoze them?" 1

Law believes the county williell the 1
land at a good price for tworea,0- 1"Number one. they don't want to
take care of it, and number two, it will
bring In money for the county, both
from the sale and thenonthe taI roll,"
be maid.
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False alarms top changes in code I
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