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City
election

Tuesday
By Gary M. Cates
staM writer

Plymouth residents will narrow the
field of City Commission candidates
from 10 to eight at tomorrow's prima-
ry election.

The polls will be open from 7 a.m. to
8 p.m. and a light turnout is expected.

Tomorrow's top eight vote-getters
will compete for four commission seats
during the Nov. 5 general election.

Seeking election are: Anthony Ana-
son, William Bingley, Lloyd Duston,
Karl Gansler II, Gregory Green, Rob-
ert Jones, Don Keller, Robert Kroeger,
Jean Morrow and William Robinson.

Of the four seats up for grabs, only
one is held by an incumbent - Robin-
son. Robinson, currently the Mayor Pro
Tem, is expected to make a bld for
mayor lf voters return him to the com-
mission.

The other three seats are held by
commissioners who are barred from
seeking re-election due to a city char-
ter clause limiting them to two consec-
utive terms.

Those stepping down from the com-

 mission are Mayor David Pugh, JackKenyon and Ron Loiselle.
Three commission seats - held by

Mary Ellen MEKercher, Bud Martin
and Mary Childs - are not up for elec-

r tion this year. But McKercher has re-
 signed effective the middle of this

month.

The commission is expected to ap-
point Dennis Bila to finish the remain-
ing two years of McKereher's term.

THE FOLLOWING are the other
candidates:

• Anason - hasn't served on any
city body but speaks out on public safe-
ty and budget matters.

• Bingley - has served on various
Northville boards, including being
chairman of that community's Zoning
Board of Appeals.

• Duston - Plymouth resident for
five years, Duston wants to protect po-
11ce and fire funding.

• Ganaler - a former city commis-
stoner.

• Green - has sought election in
the past and ks viewed as a spokesman
for the Old Village section of the city

• Jones - a planning commiioner
seeking office for the first time.

• Keller - chairman of the plan-
ning comminion and past president of
the Plymouth Jayeees

• Kroeler - a strong advocate of
the police and fire departments.

• Morrow - a strong advocate of
the police and fire departments.
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Thle photograph, ola Canton flr,
ing a balloon, took first placi Il
Newspaper Balloon Ftival Col

And th£
By Donnis Coffman
staff writer

Being in the right place at the right
time earned Charles Madigan first
place in the Observer Photo Contest,
which was held during the 1985 Plym-
outh Hot Air Balloon Festival July 5-
7.

The contest, also sponwred by the
Mayflower Hotel and Quicksilver One
Hour Photo, was judged by Observer
photographer Bill Bresler and mem-
ben of the Observer DeWB staff.

Madigan, 44, of Roseville, won $50,
a weekend for two at the Mayflower,
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efightif watch-
1 thi Obierver
or Photo Con-

mwil
a 16-by-20-inch fram
try, two rolls of film
ing from Quickstlver

Madigan's prize-,
shown above.

He has been an at
pher for 20 years bu
contest. He heard a
photo contest from
nia.

HIS CHOICE of
from that of the 01

They chose 35mm ca
gan used a Pentax w
seven-inch negative i

tit. The picturi wai taken by Charloe P. Midi-
gan of Rooeville during the recont Mayflower Hoo
tel Hot Alr Balloon Ftival.

iner is ...
ed copy of his en- His photo shows a Canton Fire De-

partment firefighter viewing theand free process-
launching of one of the festival's hot-
air balloons. The fire department was

rinning photo is prepared, with fire extinguishers, in
case of emergency.

nateur photogra-
t never entered a "I liked having the 'Canton' name
bout the balloon in there," said Madigan. "There wn
a friend in Livo- good foreground and good back-

ground in the frame."
camera differed He set his lens aperture at fB and
ther contestants exposure at one 250th of a second.
meru, but Madi-
rith alix-inch-by-
nd 90 mm lens. Please turn to Page 3

By Gary M. Cat-
staff writer

Plymouth Township's police com-
mander resigned Thursday and re-
turned to work for the city of
Southgate.

Larry Hall, who was second-in-com-
mand of the Dew township department,
resumed work as a Southgate patrol-
man Wednesday afternoon. He in-
formed the township of his decision
Thursday morning.

"I was not forced out, I was not
asked to ruign. I made the decision
myself," Hall said Thursday afternoon
during a telephone interview from his
Southgate home.

The 31-year-old's decision appears to
be ba»ed on Everal factors but boils
down to a career choice. He resigned
several days after a crucial township
millage proposal wu defeated.

"One gets to the point where one haa
to look out for one's nelf," be said. "It's
the hardest decision I've ever had to
make - I miss the people out there
already."

PLYMOUTH TOWNSHIP trustees
authorized Hall'I employment in mid-

Troubled
*taff writer

In commen*15 on his decition to
leave the Plymouth Township poUce
department lamt week, Larry Hall cited
a deep rift in the community.

"There are a lot ol fore- at work out
there for a lot of reamg" he said.
"There are fights going on between the
various element: of the communities."

Hall, the former police commander,
left the township after two months of
work. Through an arrangement with
the city of Southgate, he returned to
work u a patrolman - having taken
vacation time to cover ht: abeence.

In hin letter of resignation, the
Southgate resident sald hi dectdon
came after "extensive disculsions with
my wife, family, trusted friends and re-
spected associates."

But in an interview Thursday from
his home, Hall uld he received unroll-
cited Input In the form of anooymous
phone calls.

"I LISTENED to it with a skeptical
ear," be said but admitted the calls
"obviously had Iome bearing oc my de-
C!8100

"Every phooe call I got wu for a

wnship
May and he started work in June. Be- ,
cause of an arrangement he had with , i
Southgate, he was able to use accumu- 1
lated vacation time to cover his stint in I
the township.

To keep his Southgate employment,
Hall was required to return for duty
Wednesday afternoon. Because of the
time constraints, he said he was unable
to give prior notification to the town-
ship.

"I wasn't playing a game. That was
all approved through the Chief of Po
lice in Southgate. Everyone in
Southgate was aware of what I was
doing and (Plymouth Township Police
Chief) Carl Berry was aware of It,"
Hall said.

"I don't want to leave you with the
impregion that any of this waa under-
handed...it is all perfectly legal and 
perfectly OK to do," he said.

"Carl was aware of it -if he says he ·
wasn't aware of it, then I have to dif fer
with him on that. Nobody was ever lied
to."

Berry and Plymouth Township Su-

pen'isor Maurice Breen denied earlier Lknowledge of Hall's Southgate status.

Please turn to Page 4

by 'rift'
purpose - some to assist me, some to 
direct my decision."

The unidentified callers, according 1 *
to Hall, Save him "a lot of the hlitory
of Plymouth Township" - in termi of C

r

the politics and the people involved.
"I got calls from someone who knew

what wag going on - momeone who
knew I wu facing a dectsloo and knew
I had a deadline.

"They weren't threatening, just very
matter of fact. The callers were zin-
cere, they believed what they were say-
ing, but I'm not so sure that all of It
was factual," he said, adding some of
the calls were placed to his home.

"THE FIGHT that is taking place
there is no,ecret-it's known by peo-
ple outaide the area," be said.

'There are people there that hate
(Police Chief) Carl Berry 00 much they
would do anything to hurt him.

"The hatreds there are ao entrenched

they probably are impossible to re-
move," he said, adding the feeling•
travel on a "two.way street.'

Asked who he thought was placing
the Calls, Hall declined speculation.

Please turn to Page 4

Fast acting 5-year-old keeps cool i n f i re
By Dinnls Coftmin
staff writer

It was a textbook case of knowing
what to do in an emergency that
earned Bethany Lynn Wright, 5, a cer-
tificate of appreciation from the Plym-
outh Flre Department.

Bethany'i quick thtnking and posiuve
action helped save her family from in-
jury during a houe fire that occurred
Jiine 10 at 12:30 p.m.

Bethany's mother, Joan, had just
gone upitatn after placing a load of
clothes in the basement dryer. She told
Bethany to go to the car and prepare to

go to McDonald': restaurant for lunch.
While the mother was on the second

floor of the house, Bethany, in the
driveway, uw smoke coming from the
basement vent and yelled that there
was a fire in the basement.

Bethany reported to a meeting place
where her parents had trained her to go
in came of fire.

Mn. Wright saw the fire, called the
Plymouth Fire Department and left the
house.

She took her other child, Aimee, 2,
and met Bethany In the anigned place,
near the pen of their dog, Mutt.

BETHANY'S WARNING to her
mother turned out to be just in time.

When firefighten arrived at the Ross
Street bou•e, they found smoke and fire
coming from the ba,ement, and smoke
accumulating on the f trit level of the
two-story boule

"The flre had progres,ed with such
raptdity, that upon ventilation by the
fire department, it spread immediately
to the first-floor kitchen," said Al
Matthews, acting fire chief.

"The fire department made a quick
attack and had the f tre under control
within 15-20 minutes.

"Because the fire ,pread lo quickly

and flashed over into the kitchen, fami
ly room and dining room only a minute
and a half after It had been turned in,
there la a strong pogibility that
Bethany'B mother could have become
trapped on the Iecond floor - had it
not been for the early detection of the
fire by Bethany " uid Matthew:.

"Bethany did what:he wu taught at
Hug, and Kiues (nunery Khoot)," laid
Mrs. Wright. 'They have visited the
fire and police departments."

Bethany's ir:struction• have even
gone beyond the balics. "We have an
escape ladder under her bed," sald Mrs.
Wright. "In the event of a fire, mhe has

been taught to place it outaide." The
ladder provide, a fire -cape for Dec-
ood-floor relident•.

Mn. Wright said the drills are im-
portant, ",0 that kids are not fright-
ened. But we would not have gotteo
through thin, were it not for the help of
our neighbon and friends, becauie we
came to Plymouth from another state,"
1,1,

Jame, Wright, Bethany'• father, a
former Penniylvania firefighter, ap-
pareatly remembered EDITH, Exit
Drills in the Home, according to
Matthew•

The Wright, expect to move back

into their home by the end of Augult
'But the kid, are alive and that': what

counts,"said Mn. Wright
"It :hows that a 5-year-old can be

taught to reepood. People are telling
Bethany that Ihe laved the day and she
hu been going around maying,he laved
the day."

EVERYONE KNEW exactly what
they should do," Mid Matthews. "It's
important to meet outilde m that it be-
comes known if anyone Im mt-ing."

Please tum to Page 4

Police arrest man in park assault what's inside

*Den- Co#man
..M wm.

Plymouth pollce have arreited a 29-
year,ld Mymouth Town:hip man :us-
pected of raping a 16-year-old Plym-
outh woman Tue,day in Ht- Park

Virgil Paul Dintels, a parolee, wu
being held in the Plymouth jail late
Friday, after arraig=nent In :Dth Dis
triet Coutt

Dantel: wu identified by the victim
from a police photo 11-p and arr-ted
at h!• apartment in Plymouth Town-
Ihip Thunday by Plymouth and Plym-
outh Tow-ip pouce.

A piia oinot Bilty wieatered for
k/* *ho Kood mute at hbarraip
mlot Friday afternoom. Pr*,tami-
tion wa - for Aa# 11 Dismd Judp
Jim- Garber met bond at '*0.000. But

Dantel: would have been held, even if
be could have made bond, becau,e he il
on parole.

The incident took place Tueiday at
about 7 p.m. in the ®utheast corner of
Riverude Cemetery, in the Plymouth
Road-Haggerty Road area of Hine,
Park, according to police reportl.

The victim had been earli,er

Ulat evintng by Wayne 627/Un

ti- left after obtaining the Warma-
Uoo.

™ woman theo wn approoched by
aman who, ille< 'll""dult d.
walk bto. looded ar- wher, pall
wold-"bher" or"ha-"h,

A/* ihe waiW with kim farth

into the woodg *0 Mid he grabbed her.

f

threw her to the ground and KIually
a=autted her.

AFIER THE a-ault took place, and,
u he wal walking toward Plymouth
Road, the man threatened her and told
her to *tay where :he watthe victim
told police.

She went back to the wkway and
toW *riffs dipatb dit had hat

pome .Im pf
4=.44/ omon-ttot.

an• wil bil**4 noluled *r par
lotl amd took hr *6 Oilllood H-,ital
Inlorma*§,bl ul.ad..

Towuht, Btrol orneor Craig
Schwart, 0.... Ill 01 a man

.

depattel, do roUnely a,kid the wom. p-d* Whon the diputi- foid that
an about her a, what.he widol. 11: the ar,• lown to them bythe victim
the ar- and other q-Uo- The depu- 9 la 51!9014 thV contacted city
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