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Civitans: small club, big doings

go unnoticed

By Gary M. Cates
staff writer

A majority of Plymouth residents
surveyed recently by the city in a mail-
in poll haven't noticed changes in their
police services, despite organizational
changes in the department.

Some 61 percent of those responding
to a non-scientific poll claimed they
hadn't noted a difference in the police
force since July 1 - when city police
stopped patrolling Plymouth Township
and implemented a "team concept"
program.

Of those who noticed changes, the
majority (23 percent) pointed to more
police visibility. Other changes ob-
served include less visibility (6 per-
cent), friendlier officers (3 percent),
more patrol (3 percent), more tickets
and new patrol car markings (both at 2
percent}

"The 61 percent doesn't surprise me
and it doesn't concern me either," said
Police Chief Richard Myers. "The 23
percent at more visibility - | di(In't
think it would be that high.

"Most of the changes which we im-
plemented are internal, and possibly
cause some external indication such as
more patrol and visibility,"” he said,
adding the survey was conducted just
one month after changes took effect.

Asked to indicate their three most
serious crime concerns, the one picked
most often by respondents was break-
ns.

Despite that concern, 90 percent of
thqi#li,veyed never have attended a
crime prevention meeting. And, in-
terestingly, the number two area se-
lected for increased police activity was

Hauler's

| cuts dea

By Gary M. Cat-

staff writer

If anything, fewer potential buyers
- rather than fewer cars - is what
hurt Plymouth auto dealers during the
recent car haulers strike.

With the International Brotherhood
of Teamsters announcing a tenaUve
agreement last week, local dealerships
were preparing for increased customer
traffic following the three-week walk-
out.

"The strike hasn't been a great hard-
ship,"” said Mike Kolb, general mana-
ger of Hines Park Lincoln Mercury at
40601 E. Ann Arbor Road near 1-275

"The most damage was done not by
not having enough cars to sell but the
negative aspect of the whole ordeal,”
Kolb said.

"Overall, we were able to make it
through without too much of an impact
on our business," said Ron Chaudoin,
general manager of Lou LaRiche Chev-
rolet at 40875 Plymouth Road.

"The dealenhip here, for the mmt
part, did al} right, although we dld have
mome ahortages In particular car lines,
which we were able to take care of
through some extra dealer trading,"
Chaudoin said.

"What the strike did do is affect the
buying attitude. The traffic through the
showroom did slow and people did not
want to buy," he said, adding that a

participating in crime prevention pro

grams.

THE CITY administralUon sent some
400 copies of the nine-question Burvey
to Plymouth residents at the beginning
of August.

As of last Monday, 176 residents -
about 44 percent of those receiving the
survey - mailed back responses.

The survey was developed to provide
information for the clty commission
and police department, according to
Paul Sincock, assistant to the city man-
ager.

The first two questions - about
crime prevention and Neighborhood
Watch programs - also will anist in
the city's bid for a $25,000 crime pre-
vention grant.

"The information will be included in
our amended grant application," he
said, adding that responses to the crime
prevention questions likely will bolster
the city's odds of obtaining the grant.

Of the 90 percent who said they
hadn't attended a Neighborhood Watch
or similar program, 68 percent 8.aid
they weren't aware such sessions were
offered.

"Obviously, we have to do a better
job packaging and marketing our
crime prevention programs,"” Myers
said.

Along the nme lines, Myers Bald the
survey showed him the department hu
"got some educating to do." Such polls
are important for tracking attitudes
about law enforcement, he said.

If people think we have a problem
in a certain area, even U we doo't then

Please tum to Page 4

strike

er traffic on the river .

General Motors financing incentive
taken late last week almost "doubled

business.”

TO HELP move the 19B5S models at

dealerships and in transport storage
yards, GM atarted offering 7.7 percent
financing on many of its cars and light
trucks.

The financing plan wu announced
after the tentaUve agreement was
reached.

"So far we've held up fairly good, but
this 7.7 percent interest thing has Bet
things on fire," said Al Dubach, sales
manager of Dick Scott Buick at 200 W
AnNn Arbor Road near Mill.

"The strike slowed sales becauae
people didn't think there were any cars,
which Wasn't true. Allo, the news was
saying to hold off buying becaule deal-
ers were short and would rip you off,
which also waan't true,” Dubach said.

Another dealership affected by the
7.7 percent financing ts Bob Jeannette
Pontiac at 14949 Sheldon near M-14

"If people are interested Ln buying,
this 7.7 11 going to deptete Lnventorte
very rapidly - strike or no strike,"
said Lenny George, Jeannette salem
manager.

"l never ran out of can, and | wu
never short during the strike," George
Bald.

Please tum to Page 4
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Lt. Commander Chuck Beck of Plymouth and hli son, Curtie The view from the Gutter™ bridge (bolow) re,-8 a group ol Navy

(above), check out the view from the the U.S. Coist Guard cutler
Manpou. Beck 1, showing hie lon how to uN a navigatbonal tool.

Navy lovers

League members and their lamill- enjoying a day'l outing on thi
Detroit River.

spendday y — — — — — 7}

By Jeen Adamczak

staff writer

Usually we think of Michigan's Great Lakes as a
splendid source of enjoyment and pleasure for
boaters, swimmers and vactioneers.

But there are some people who see the Great
Lakes as important assets which keep the country
strong militarily and economically.

Ed Jacques of Farmington Hills is such a person.

The retired Michigan Bell employee is a member
of the Navy l.eague. He Bees his membership u
helping promoted the use of the waterways for de-
ferue and for shipping. He joins 200 members in
the metropolitan Detroit area in promoting these
goals.

THE LEAGUE numbers 45,000 nationally. It i:
comprued of all civillans, and works to support
aervicemen in the Navy, Marine Corpe, Coast
Guard and Merchant Marines.

"The memben really enjoy the organization,"
Jacques uid.

"'"The thing | enjoy the molt without a doubt, ts
the quallty of the military perionne] | deal with.
They're stimulatkng, intelligent and very coopera-
tive They appreclate us and we appreciate them."

One of the ways the Coast Guard showed It, ap-
preciation for the Ikague was to invite member;
and their families aboard the Coast Guard cutter
Mariposa for a cruise up and down the Detroit RIv-

er.

About 150 people attended the crube, which aim
marked the 195th annlversary of the Cout Guard,
according to Jacques

THE LEAGUE "adopted" the Martpoia and its

——— = ———. - crew last year. Becau,e Coast Guard members are
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usually quite tramient the l.eague often moral
and financial support to the crew and their fam!-

lia.

'We adopted the ship so families and servicemen
know their communitte, care about them,"” mald Lee
Landel, Livoola resident and member of the
League for 10 years.

If the famille, of the lervicemee need help in
any way we help them out We give thorn iotne kind
of a Bocial contact lo they feel like apart 01 the
community’ Land- mati

The Navy lagoe'i crue oe the Marip- has
been an az=,1 event for the put 11 years and
oerv. toh,4htee the awarell- d uquemem-
ber, u to what really happ- 00 their adopted
Alp, Lant// //plained.

A RE,mED Nav, Admiral. Lande,=id h real-

1- mole than clult-thedifficult t=kfaced by
thecrewol-Marip-.
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