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RESPONSIBLE
DRINKING: A pubtleawareoess
program oo "Reip-ible Drinking"
will be pr-ented from 8 to 10:30 p.m
tonight in the Plymouth Cultural
Center, 025 Farmer. Spon•ored by the
Plymouth Jayeees in conjunciton with
Central Distributors (Budweier), the
Plymouth Police and the Plymouth
City Attorney, office, the program
will include live demonstrations of
the protable breath tester, field
sobriety test:, an€ the steps taken by
a Plymouth pollce officer when
stopping a suspected drunk driver.
The demotistrations will be
performed by Plymouth Police
officer; and volunteers who will be
served alcohol to bring their Blood
Alcohol Content (BAC) to 0.10
percent City Attorney Ron Lowe will
discus; the legal problems a drunk
driver will face when arrested.
Repr-entatives from hospitals and
from Students Against Drunk Driving
(SADD) will be prelent

Persons who live in the Plymouth-
Canton school district are among the
wealthiest in the state in terms of an-
nual income, according to a study by
the Michigan Department of Treasury.

An analysis of 1983 state income tax
returns by school district indicates that
Plymouth-Canton residents ranked 21st
among 574 districts statewide with an
average adjusted gross income of
$27,500.

That figure was the fourth highest
among the 36 school districts in Wayne
County, topped only by Grosse Pointe,
Grosse Isle and Northville.

The analysts, released in August, also
yields other interesting tidbits such as:

I Just more than Ealf of the 28,216

income tax returns filed in Plymouth-
Canton in 1983 claimed a property tax
credit

The homestead credit averaged $468,
which was higher than the average
property credit in 79 percent of the
school districts in Michigan.

However, taxpayers in 10 Wayne
County school districts - including
Garden City, Livonia and Northville -
received higher homestead credits on
average than did Plymouth-Canton ref
idents.

(Homestead credits are available if
property taxes exceed 3 4 pereent of
household income.)

• Plymouth-Canton taxpayers rank
in the bottom quarter statewide when

other options to reduce taxes.
Nearly 2,100 returns indicated a sen-

ior citizen credit totalling *1.5 million;
136 returns had credits for veterans or

the blind amounting to $29,500, 64
credits for the disabled totalling
$34,500; and st farmland or solar
amounting to $63,000.

I Taking account of all property
tax credits, Plymouth-Canton taxpay-
ers paid a total of $33.2 million in in-
come taxes In 1983.

THE INCOME and property tax
credit analysts was prepared to be used
as an informational tool, Heideman
said.

"I think people like looking at statis-

uble du

embers goo,

ties for their community," he said.
"This gives us an indirect indication of
the amount of state aid people get
through property tax relief.

The Department of Treasury advised
caution interpreting the statisUcs.

"Not all income tai returna are
represented ... since 11.3 percent of
total returns and 7.7 percent of proper-
ty credits claimed listed no school dis-
trict code or a nonexistent code," the
report sald.

"Second, some taxpayer, may have
mistakenly listed an incorrect school
code," It continued. "The third reason
for caution is that as always, averages
may give a misleading picture In some
instances"
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, bad times

planes blowing everything up."

GRADUATION: The
Plymouth-Canton Board of Education
recently approved graduation dates
for thil coming June. Both Plymouth
Salem and Plymouth Canton high
schools will bold their graduations on
June 8. The ceremonies •g•In this
year will be held in Hill Auditorium
in Ann Artx. Last year the
graduatiom wore switched to Ann
Arbor oa a trial buls and the

repo- las»itive enou,h that the
board decidld to return In'86.

TOXIC DROP: If you have
unwanted chemleabitond in the

lange or basement, you will want to
take advantage 01 the special Dervice
being provided by the Wayne County
Department of Health Envirvemental
Diviston. You can take old pesticidef
solvent. pool chemlealf hobby
supplkes, and other homehold
product: cootalming toxic chenical•
to Livocia Bentley *44 parking lot at
6 Mile and Hubbard, 44 -mile eut of
Farminitl Rad. from 9 a.rn. to 3:30
p.m. 00 8%#wd•„ Nov. 16. The
Ier,160 11 frie of charge. The dlvilion
will not be abl< howm•r, toaecept
wa,te oil, lata•intorplo-
Take watioll Ter.MeliN ©enter
and taki yow 141011- to the State
Polk.
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taking property tai credits as a per-
oentage of tax before credits.

The local figure 18 18.2 percent. Only
River Rouge, Romulus, Woodhaven and
Van Buren rank lower in Wayne Coun-
ty'

'That indicates residents in Plym-
outh are getting higher than average
property tax credits off their income
taxes bl.t because their incomes are
high, credits represent a lower percent-
age of the taxes they pay," said How-
ard Heideman, manager of the state's
Taxation and Economic Policy Office.

• While the general homestead tax
credit far and away was most used ;n
Plymoulh-Canton to lower property
taxes, local taxpayers also made use of
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Veteran ren
By Alvl. L.wl.
staff writer

BILL BRESLER/*taff photogripher

Joseph Rogena, who wrvid In the Navy during both world wars, Is
. Irequent visitor to the V.F.W. Mayflow- Poil in Plymouth.

Joseph Rogena may be one of the
oldest members of V.F.W. Mayflower
Post 6695 in Plymouth at age 86.

But he is a spry 86 and, although he
said he gets a "mental block every once
in a while," Rogena delights that he re-
members as much as he does about his
life.

And his life, according to Rogena,
through the good times and the bad, has
"been a nice bunch of rosa."

"And that includes the time I spent in
the Navy during war times," said
Rogena. "And I've been through two of
them - World War I and World War
II."

Rogena remembers specifics about
the war, like the number of men on
both ships and the secretary of state
during World War I - Edwin Denby.

"There were 955 men on my ship
during World War I with room for 300
extras," Rogena quickly responds,
"And 2,300 men during World War IL
nothing else but airplanes and guns!"

ROGENA REMEMBERS the guns
most of all

Stationed on one of 18 battleships
during World War I, Rogena wu locat-
ed In the turret of the USS Arkansas.

"I spent all of my time with the nuz-

people
zle. I was located in that turret for one
year and 10 months," said Rogerla, who
believes World War I was an easy war.
"I was in charge of putUng the gun
powder in the trap box for a 12-inch
gun but, these days, no one would know
what a nunle and all that other stuff
i....

One of Rogena's moot-memorable
experiences occurred one 4 a.m. In the
middle of the Atlantic Ocean while on
the Arkansas, although he didn't think
so at the time.

"The captain of the ship called the
battle alarm at four in the morning and
we all got up to find out what was up,"
Rogena said. "Anyway, the captain
said there was a sub in the water;
turned out to be a log. Can you believe
it? This guy was half-cracked."

Rogena doesn'l remember much
about World War II, only that be had a
case of malaria, that he dldn't like the
greasy pork chopi on the ship and that
lt was a "treacherous war."

"I was on the ship doing con:truction
and repair," Rosena said. "It wn a bad
one, lots of minesweepers and alr-

AFIER THE WAR Rogena, who was
born on March 17, 1899, in Pittsburgh,
moved to Detroit with wife Louise to
whom he was married for 47 years un-
til her death in 1983.

"I opened a bar at 6460 Russell
Street," Rogena said "Had that bar for
35 years, back in the good old days
when Al Cobo was mayor."

Regena retired in 1965 at age 65, and
he presently spends his time visiting
friends at the V.F.W. once or twice a
week. He said he doesn't have any hot>-
ble:, other than traveling to visit rela-
lives, most of whom live in Blooming-
ton, Ind.

On the subject of future wan, Roge-
na said that he'll never be in another
one and he "hopes to God" that he'll
never see one.

The philosophy of this two-time vet-
eran is a simple one: "Peace is the best
thing Ln the world for everybody. It's
just that slmple."

In uniform and displaying his two
bronze good conduct medals, Rogena
plans to spend Veteran's Day riding in
a car to the ceremonies in Plymouth.
"If my leg was in good shape I'd be
marching with the rest of the boy:," he
proudly said.

HUMANmES MODEL: Balanced-budget fight ignites hot seat
11»hummiti-ovam at Plymouth
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By TIM Richard
staff writer

Lyn Bankes, a freshman state repre-
sentative from Livonia, got more at-
tention from lobbyists than the other
147 members of the Michigan Legisla-
ture combined during lut week's show-
down vote over a federal balanced
budget/constitutional convention.

"She caved. She uw that full-page
ad and wu almost in tears. She can't
handle the pressure," Bald a woman
colleague.

Bankes switched Thunday to a "yes"
vote, joining the loming mide in an at-
tempt to make Michigan the 33rd state
to pelitioo the U.S. Comgr= either to
raUfy a balanced-budget amendment
to the Conatitution or call a constitu-
tional convention.

Despite her switch, the measure
falled, 61-58, in the Ho- aiter being
p-ed 24-14 in the state Secate

"Now she ha, both *des mad at her,"
laid the colleague, Rep Shirley John-
»04 R-Royal Oak.

THE BALANCED budget/coo-con 1.-
me wu prooounced "dead" for the re-
malnder of this Misioo by Home mi-
nority leader Michael Bt,Kh, R.841-
naw, after Thunda» hall-hour I-

Comervative backers of the plan -
the state Chamber of Commerce, the
NaU-1 Taxpiyen Union and the
Michipn Bankers A-ociatton - u.
their hope, hed 01 *caring Co,m
No rauying the balanced-budget
ame•*nent. H H state 1,0•latur- a.k
It, America'• fint co-tutional e.
vectida in 118 ,•rs could become are

at. how...,rn Wayne county
talmillier• •01*

• Y- - Rep# Lyn Bank-, R-LI-
44 Jo 8,=1*4 DRadfor and GIB
ald Law, R·PI,moith; Sea R. Robert
Ge•ke, R.N•t-k

• N. - RIB J-ne Ban* [&

State politicos consider federal issue
Westland, and James Kosteva, D-Can-
ton; Sens. William Faust, D-Westland,
and Patrick McCollough, D-Dearborn.

• Ablent - Rep. William Keith, D-
Garden City. This had the effect of a
"no" vote because it takes 56 "yes"
votes to adopt a measure.

In the House, 43 Republicans and
eight Democrats voted for adoption; 10
Republicans and 46 Democrats were
oppoeed. Three members were absent.

In the Senate, 19 Republicans and
five Democrats were in favor, one Re-
publlcan and 13 Democrats were op-
ped

THE PRESSURE - from the White
Hou•e, her congressman, the state
Chamber of Commerce, the NaUonal
Taxpayers Union and constituents -
•u concentrated on prying a "yes"

Teacher
A Plymouth-€anton teacher, who

•u -pended for six mooths in No
vember 104 - woo the latut
round in hb attempt to recover back
pal.

An Ingham arcilt judge ha• al-
amed a /1101 4 the :tate t=re
CO-i,110, u,CladlY liwiuip'-0
*804 0* andi.. --
m.01,1/IM./4.Ulm-
V be earmed aE th• M-*
™ r-0-: Wid ili ™linA

mid Wint= Albitio# a lawyer for
the,chool di,#Set, m Hut I attor-
aq •dild< Ii mhoot boed dwil

110• partl*oted, theboar delb

from Bankes, who had voted against an
earlier version of the plan.

Elankes naid *he favored a balanced-
budget amendment to the Constitution
in her 1984 campaign but voted last
spring against the flmt version of the
resolution becaule It contained a con-
COIl.

But the final measure utified her
becauae "the conventioo would be lim-

ited to a single topic or the resolution
will be null, void and relcinded."

Senate Majority Leader John Engler,
R-Mount Pleasant, arranged for Prest-
dent Ronald Hearn togive bera brief
phone call of :opport That occurred
when she wu viliting Geake on the
Senate floor Wed-day

'lbe president was not the deciding
factor. He wa• an extencaung factor,"
said Banke who alio •u urged to

wins paY
erations, therefore violating Kurtz'*
due proc- right•.

Albertion demt- that the deliber•-
tio- weretated-.Muloot
a-let hal appialed to ui itate
Court of Appiah. *Th, attor. in-
volved N a-•114 .1.plitteg not .,0..,"'C.1.
Albertio ia Ie-0from the 000 .01- 00'

mooth

][urk Initially -ed ***di
ln/, w. =Iooded for =Ingimi:*
live force *- a I.. *
deat. H.:im. ./404/0*
4 In-al afts at Q.tillily-
8.00,

vote yes by Congres:man Carl Purnell,
R-Plymouth.

For other Wayne County lawmakers,
it wu just another vote 00 something
they either did or didn't believe in.

'*THE WHOLE thing's crazy," uld
Rep. Gerald Law, R-Plymouth, who
supported the resolutlon nonethele-

"I'm not for a convention that would
do anything but balance the budget
But by the time a constitutional con-
vention got around to doing it, we'd be
another trillion dollan in debt," Iaid
the -cood-term lawmaker. "What
bothers me ts the long, drawn-out pro·

Law uld be wu persuaded by Con-
gre=nan Pursell that a con,00 would
not be a "runawaf' body "Carl': not
what you'd call the dle-hard conserva-

ruling
"What the district it attempting to

do ligettheappials court to look at
whether the 00:dence =ppolted th•
act- rat- .O./.re • pr,
oidural p,obl,m," Albirtion Iald.
We're :aying Al. pr.enoi ad.

A broader q-,Uon i, abo at Ii••,

"Are boar or *Ir• 0*inialijau
gh to hal **MCM Al-t•

tive," chuckled Law, referring to Pur-
»ell': relatively liberal voting record.

"I wi,h the federal government
would take care of It at their level in-
stead of having the state, involved."

IN THE SENATE debate, Mc(lot-
tough, whole diltrict include, Garden
City, warned that "ooce a co=Utution-
al conventlon 1, called, your reason:
for calling It become irrelevant Your
ability to reicind It 11 not real."

McCollough tald poll, of hi, district
abowed 76-24 percent approval for a
balanced budget ameodment but 59-41
oppolitioo to a con-con.

Faust of Westland didit speak but
coocurred In McColloush'i rmnarks

Geake - whome di,triet Include,
Redford, Livonia, Plymouth and Can-
ton - clo,ed the Senate debate by uy-
i4 other speakers had -roked
Iomething: "Thil il only a comtitution-
al conveotion, even if It'i called. Any-
U:ing that thi: comtituttooal coaven<
tton propoom still hal to be ratified by
three-fourths of theitatel.

Thedeleptes are notloing toloto
W.kington and jit do -tever they
feel like, evin,lf thly docided to rum
away from th, win olthe p,00&

9.hipa hia bilized bed, ar*
ticle In l# 00=litutloa It hal Volked
farly ve]11 Ow fed,ral loiwi
med'I nerer hadabanced b,*t
/ovidon. Wineed oil,0," Geake
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comill.ed to * 0,1.42. tt * MI'
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