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School board OKs phone system purchase
The Plymouth-Canton Board of Edu-

carton Monday approved the purchase
of new telephone equipment from
American Telegraph & Telephone Co.
CAT&T' and 26 new Apple computers

Money from the district's general
fund will be used to purchase and in-
stal] the telephone system under a con-
tract awarded to AT&T for $272,000.
Of that. $222,000 will be charged to the
1985-86 operating fund and $50,000 to
the '86-87 operating fund.

THE PHONE SYSTEM is expected

to save the district $360,000, which
would have been spent on leasing the
system over 10 years and, according to
Raymond Hoedel, associate superin-
tendent for business, would provide
better phone coverage.

Representatives from AT&T claimed
the system would provide uniformity
throughout the system. It has a "user-
friendly" terminal, service facilities
are nearby, the company has a large
local customer service support team,
and phones can be preprogrammed so
employees don't have to learn a large

number of codes.

The accounting firm of Plante &
Moran completed research on several
phone system proposals and reeom-
mended that the AT&T system be in-
stalled from February through May
1986.

The AT&T system is called ATIIS
(American Telephone & Telegraph In-
formation Systems)

The phone company said system's
capacity is more than adequate for the
school district's needs and will provide
state-of-the-art communications, espe-

cially in the high schools and adminis-
tration building.

Other bids were received from Exe-

cutone, MBCI, ROLM and United Tech.

THE BOARD also approved the pur-
chase of 26 Apple computers for use in
special education classes. The purchase
is made possible by federal grant funds
totaling $46,000.

A year ago Apple IIe's also were pur-
chased by the special education depart-
ment with federal funds.

The board also approved:

• A summer tax levy. According to
Hoedel, this is the first time in 30 years
that the district hasn't had to borrow

money. When taxes were collected
once a year, the district would have to
borrow (tax anticipaUon notes) to meet
payroll until tax revenues arrived.

• A middle-school attendance pro-
cedure calling for disciplinary action
when a student has 10, 15 and 25 at}-
sences.

• A contract with Datacation for

Centennial Educational Park (CEP)
student scheduling for the 1986-87

school vear for *12,000.
0 The district's application to the

Michigan Department of Education for
vocational-technical course offerings in
electronics-computer repair and elec-
tronics-robotics beginning with the
1986-87 school year.

The district will provide ;70,000-
75,000 to meet the matching fund re-
quirement.

Because of the Christmas holidays,
the board canceled its regular board
meeting scheduled for Dec. 23.

Grant could put historical school back in action

Historic Cherry Hill School could be put to use if Plymouth-Canton Community
funds would finance the restoration.

BIll BRESLER/itaff pholograj

Schools agrees to lease or sell it to Canton. Gral

By Diane Gal•
staff writer

A $99,500 grant has been awarded to
Canton Township for renovation of the
Cherry Hill school at Cherry Hill and
Ridge.

The grant will be supplemented by a
$1,050 allocation from local funds, ac-
cording to Gov. Blanchard.

Canton will be unable to use the

grant unless Plymouth-Canton Commu-
nity Schools gives or leases the school
to Canton, Supervisor James Poole
stressed. Previous attempts by Canton
in this direction have been rejected by
the school district, Poole added.

'But the grant is a tremendoug
leather in our cap, and I think it will be
wonderful for all of the people in west-
ern Wayne County," Poole said.

ONCE REHABILITATED, the
school - in a one mile radius often re-

ferred to as the Cherry Hill Historical
District - will be used by citizen
groups and township-sponsored organ-
izations as a township meeting hall.

State Rep. Jim Kosteva, D-Canton,
and Kim Scherschligt, Canton's corn-
munity and economic development re-
search associate who wrote the grant
application, praised each for helping
gain the grant.

Kosteva also lauded the hard work
on behalf of the renovation by Canton's
Historical Commission and Society.

"The renovation actually serves two
purposes," said David Nicholson, town-
ship director of community and eco-

9'er nomic development. "Not only will an
It important landmark be reserved but

the structure will be returned to a use-

ful state so it can return to the citizens.
We have received tremendous citizen
support for this project."

The architectural style of the school.
built in 1876, is Italianate.

It served as a one-room school house
until Henry Ford donated funds for an
addition making it a two-room school
house. Ford then added the school in
1945 to the Greenfield Village Edison
School System, Scherschligt said.

The Cherry Hill school remained a
part of this system until Henry Ford's
death in 1947 at which time it waa re-
turned to the Plymouth School District.

"Renovation of the school will pro-
vide increased awareness of the histor-
ical roots and should create incentive
for further preservation efforts,"
Scherschligt said. "Canton does have an
identity problem and this could realy
be something that the citizens could
focus on."

THE GRANT was one of seven in
Wayne County totaling $850,570

The money is allocated from the
Michigan Equity Fund, which 18 part of
a statewide program designed to sup-
port regional and cultural activities

About 330 units of government ap-
plied for grants this year and 635 prop
ects were reviewed by the Department
of Commerce. The total requests from
these cities, tow,whips and villages to-
taled $29.5 million.

"The grant is a timely continuation
of Canton's efforts to promote the hi-
torical community," Kosteva said.
"With these funds, we can restore one
of Canton's most prized historic sites
and turn it into a valuable community
meeUng place."

Coordinators make life interesting for area seniors
By Mauri, Walkir
special writer

It wasn't too many years ago when
activities for senior citizens were prae-
tically unheard of This has changed
drastically today, thanks to the untir-
ing efforts of many dedicated people.

Canton has two such dedicated per-
sons who devote their efforts to making
life interesting for the township's many
senior citizens.

Dianne Neihengen, 38, is coordinator
of senior citizen activities, assisted by

Louise Spigarelli, 26, also of Canton.
They are headquartered al the Canton
Recreation Center, 44237 Michigan Av-
enue at Sheldon, where five days a
week there are activities available to
residents age 55 and older.

Dianne has been coordinator since
September 1982. Prior to taking this
position, she was a member of the Can-
ton Planning Commission and on the
farm preservation committee.

She is a 1969 graduate of Dayton
Univerilly in Ohio where she majored
in social work and theology. She and
her husband, Bill, have two children,
Amy, 14, and Matthew, 11 4.

AS COORDINATOR, Dianne is re-
sponsible for about 500 Canton senior
citizens who take advantage of the ser-
vices offered.

She and Louise work with four clubs,
people

the Pioneers. Royals, Zesters and th€
men's club. The Canlon Senior Kitchen

Band also is under their supervision.
They collaborate with the Wayne-

Westland Community Education De-

. partment in offering a variety of class-
es that include woodcarving, American
government, handcraft techniques, oil-
painting and needlecrafts.

Arranging trips, linlng up speakers
for the clubs and handling social ser-
vice referrals are just a few of the
other duties of the coordinatorl.

"We are everything from nurse mald
to janitor to chauffer. We somettmel
have delivered food to :hut-ins wheo

our regular person was ill," Dianne
added.

Although senior citizen programs
have increased over the years with
more senion becoming involved, DI-
anne and Louise both said they still are
concerned about Canton seniors who

still don't realize what an active pro-
gram the township offers.

"We do get inquiries constantly from
penom who have just moved into Can-
ton or are planning to," Dianne Iaid.
"We even get calls from perlons out of

what's inside
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town whose parents live here asking
about services available for senion."

I,ouise said the center it more than
just a place to meet weekly.

"There are mome people who drop by
everyday to play pool, have lunch or
play cards. We believe the center
should be a focal point for wrvice to
seniors, not confined to just one thing,"
she added

Dianne agrees
"People have a choice of activities.

And we want them to feel free to call

for help. We have tried to open up our
program to get rid of the Bterotype of
just cards and bingo as activitie• for
Benion," Ihe Bald.

"In every program, you can't please
everyone, but we try. We don't talk
down to anyone. We feel the people we
are a=ciated with areour frie- and
hope they feel the same about uf" she
added.
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GWENDOLYN E. METTETAL

Funerab services for Mrs. Mettetal,

57, of Canton Township were held re-
cently In Schrader Funeral Home,
Plymouth, with burial at Riverside
Cemetery, Plymouth. Officiating was
the Rev. Philip Rodgers Magee Memo-
rial contributions may be made to the
Michigan Cancer Foundation.

Mrs. Mettetal, who died Dec. 6 in
Canton, was born in Meaford, Ontario,
Canada, and moved to Canton in 1954
from Dearborn. She was a homemaker

Survivors include: daughters, Debora
Kerkau of Canton, Jacquelyn Kravick
of Yokon, Okla.; son, Richard of Mil-
ford; and three grandchildren.

[VAN D. CAMPBELL

A memorial service for Mr Camp-
bell, 60, of Plymouth was held this
week in Schrader Funeral Home with
Pastor Leonard J. Koeninger officiat-
ing. Memorial contributions may be
made to the Michigan Heart Associa-
tion, to the Michigan Cancer Founda-
tion, or to the charity of the donor's
choice.

Mr. Campbell, who died Dee. 8 in
Livonia, was born in Canton and lived
his entire life in the Plymouth-Canton
area He was a supervisor with Ford
Transmission in Livonia, was a mem-
ber of St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Plymouth, was a volunteer
firefighter for many years in the Plym-
outh community, was a member of the
Howell Elks, was past commander of
the Passage-Gayde American Legion
Post in Plymouth, and in ]950 owned
and operated a dairy farm in Canton
and Howell.

--- ---------
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Survivors include wife, Delphine,
daughters, Claire Roberts of Plymouth,
Beth D'Angelo of Plymouth, Lynn Bock
of Massachusetts, Loraine Burnett of

Indiana, Pamela Campbell of West-
land, and Jill Campbell of Florida;
sons, Joel of Georgia, Leslie of Texas,
Jerald of Colorado, Gregg of Florida,
Michael Hatke of Florida, Mark Hatke
of Indiana, and Chris Hatke of Wiscon-

sin, sister, Irene Smith of Gaylord, and
13 grandchildren.

VILMA M. KRUKLITIS

Funeral services for Mrs Kruklitis,

76, of Plymouth were held recently in
Lambert-Vermeulen Funeral Home m

Plymouth with burial at Riverside
Cemetery, Plymouth. Officiating was
the Rev. Valters Liventals

Mrs Kruklitis, who died Dee 3 in St.
Mary Hospital, Livonia, was born in
Riga, Latvia A homemaker, she was a
member of St. Paul Latvian Ev. Lu-

theran Church, Detroit
Survivors include: husband, Karlis,

son, Juris of Plymouth and Andrejs of
Clinton, N.J.; daughters, Elga Leone of
Houston and Baiba Bomis of Ann Ar-
bor, seven grandchildren and one
great·grandchild.

DAN J. BENNETr

Funeral services for Mr. Bennett, 47,

of Harrison were held recently in
Schrader Funeral Home with burial at

Greenwood Township Cemetery. Offici-
ating was the Rev. Kenneth Gruebel.

Mr Bennett, who died Dee. 7 in Ann
Arbor, was born in Canton Township.
Born on the family farm in Canton
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Livonia Mayor Edward MeNamara
has rented Roma Hall for a major po-
litical gathering Sunday, when he is
preparing to announce his candidacy
for Wayne County executive in 1986

In an invitation to the "Holiday Re-
eeption," MeNamara wrote that he
'wishes to share this announcement

with my friends and supporters' be-

Edward H. McNamara
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fore telling his intentions to the press

on Monday.
'As you know, for the last few

months I have been seriously consid-

ering entering this race. The support
and encouragement I have received
from my friends and supporters was
the critical factor in my decision," he
stated.

MeNamara, a Democrat and Livo-

nia's mayor for the past 15 years, has
been spending this week attending the
National League of Cities Conference
in Seattle

HIS PLANS Sunday will propel him
into his second bid for the job of
Wayne County's chief executive offi-
cer and make him the first major
candidate in the race.

Aides said he is announcing early
- the Democratic primary isn't until
next August - to begin lining up sup-

port from government leaders and fi-
nancial contributions. The race is ex-

pected to cost some $400,000.
Said a chief political supporter,

Joan Duggan, also his mayoral ad-
ministrative assistant: "I think a lot

of people pushed him to do this (an-
nouncement now) because they want-
ed to know his intentions. Everyone is
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looking around (for supporters) at the
moment, and many of his friends
have been put on the spot approached
by other candidates," she said.

MeNamara. 59, comidered to be an
able public administrator who works
at gaining "consensus" solutions, lost
in a previous bid for the county spot
against then-Sheriff William Lucas.
The post was filled for the first time
in 1982.

Lucas switched to the Republican
Party last May and is now actively
seeking support for governor.

ALTHOUGH HE led in the suburbs,
MeNamara failed to overcome Lucas'

overwhelming strength in Detroit and
his strong suburban showing.

We have a leg up because he has
run this race before,- Duggan said.
"We made some mistakes and learned

a lot. And we're gonna work smarter
this time."

Duggan said much of the campaign
organization won'l be in place until
probably January, including the nam-
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ing of his campaign manager. Livoata
personnel director Edith Davis 13
treasurer of his organization, labeled
-MeNamara's Band."

The 1986 county electiom, which
will occur along with the statewide
governor's race, will be held with a
partisan primary sometime in Aug,=t
and followed by a general election in
November 1986. Wllh the county vot-
ing about two-thirds DemocraUc, the
Democratic nominee in August is al-
most assured victory in November.

Others with name recognition con-
sidering the county race include:
County Commission Chairman John
Hertel of Harper Woods; Sheriff Rob-
ert Ficano, another long-time Livont-
an; and assistant county executive
Frank Wilkerson, a Southfield rest-
dent who said he would move back to

the city of Detroit if he decided to
seek the job.

In Livonia, MENamara was re-
elected to a sixth mayoral term in
November 1983. That term doesn't

expire until 1987.
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Among the members of the Canton Kitchen Band shown at left at right libister Elementary School student Tommy Mnor got• to
entertaining at the telethon were Iva Folts (left) and Merle Hutchin- sit on Santa's lap in return for libister, donation of 800 canned
son. The volunteer emcees (above) included Sandy Preblich (left) good items.
of The Sandy Show and J.P. McCarthy of Single Touch. In the photo

Baskets were filled with love, ·lotsa food

The volunteers manning the phones included these two members
of FISH in Plymouth, Gordon Chapin and Juanita Kahrl.

 families in Plymouth and Canton by
ORE THAN 21,000 canned goods were

collected last Saturday for needy

the "Baskets Filled With Love"

telethon/food drive conducted by Omnicom Ca-
blevision and the Plymouth Salvation Army
Corps.

Maria Holmes, acting program director for
Omnicom, said Monday she expects 40,000 to
50,000 canned good items will be collected when
the campaign ends. Last year, she said, some
30,000 canned goods were collected.

Besides the 21,000 canned good items turned
in from noon to 5 p.m. Saturday, about $1,000
cash was donated during the telethon. About 100

signs were donated by Value Signs by Design on
Lilley Road at Ford in Canton.

Among the celebrities participating were
Gary Cubberly of Channel 2 and Wayne County
Executive William Lucas. In addition, Kathy
Adams did a special promo tape which was
played during the telethon explaining what it
was like being raised the child of parents who
were officers in the Salvation Army Corps.

Local celebrities who volunteered as masters

of ceremonies all day long were Sandy Preblich
of the Sandy Show and social columnist for the
Canton Observer, and J.P. McCarthy of the Sin-
gle Touch cable show on Omnicom.

Besides gifts from individuals, canned goods

were donated by Burroughs Corporation, Ford
Motor Company, K mart, and by classes in
Plymouth-Canton Community Schools. Also par-
ticipating were senior citizen groups in Canton
and Plymouth and the famed Canton Kitchen
Band.

Local talent did many of the videos which
were pre-taped and shown during the telethon,
added Holmes. Girl Scout troops from Canton
and Plymouth also lent their support.

The chairman of the 1985 Baskets Filled With

Love was Pete Smith, associate producer of Om-
nicom. The co-chairmen were Holmes and Lt.

Larry Manzella, commanding officer of the
Plymouth Salvation Army.

brevitles

I BREVITIES
DEADLINES

Announcements for Brevities should be sub-
mitted by noon Monday for the Thursdav issue
and by noon Thursday for the Mondav issue
Bring in or mail announcements to the Observ-
er at 489 S Main.

I RUMMAGE SALE

Thursday, Df. 12 - Community Education De-
partment of PIymouth-Canton Community Schools
will sponsor a rummage sale from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
at Starkweather Center, 550 N. Holbrook, Plym-
outh. Proceeds from the sale of donated items will
be given to the Community Literacy Council which
trains Laubach lutors to assist adults with reading
difficulties. The center is one block north of Plym-
outh Road and two blocks east of Mill in Old Vil-
lage

I SANTA VISITS C&O
Saturday. Dee. 14 - The C&O Railroad will fea-

ture an engine and caboose with Santa and refresh-
ments on the tracks at Main Street and Theodore.
The activities are open to the public from noon to 5
Pm.

I CEP HOLIDAY BALL
Saturday, Dee. 14 - The Centennial Educational

Park (CEP) Ball will be 8-11 pm.in Plymouth Can-
ton High School. Tickets are $5 a couple or $3 sin-
gle

I CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS PARTIES
Saturday, Dec. 14 - Canlon Parks and Recre-

ation is sponsoring its annual Children's Chriltmas
Parties for ages 3-12. The children will enjoy mov-
tes, games, refreshments and a special visit with
Santa Claus in person. Times are 9:30-10·30 a.m. for
ages 3-7 and 10:45-11:45 a.m. for ages 8 up to 12. It
Ls necessary to register in advance by calling 397-
1000 from 8:30 am. to 5 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day.

I POLISH CAROLS
Sunday, Dec. 15 - Madonna College will present

Polonaise Chorale, a concert of Polish Christmu
Carols, beginning at 4 p.m. in the Activities Center
of the campus at I-96 and Levan, Ltvonia. Featured
will be traditional Polish and English caroli and
poetry and an audience sing-along. A cake and col-
fee reception will follow the concert. Admission 11
free.

I HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE
Tuesday, Dec. 17 - Smith Elementary School

PFO will sponsor a Christmas Holiday Open Hou.e
at the school beginning at 7 p.m. There will be
caroling around the Chriltinal tree in front of the
Ichool and refreshment: in the gym afterward. All
rooms will be decorated and open to the public.

0 GUARANTEED WHITE CHRISTMAS
Thuriday, Dec 19 - The Canton Parks and Ree-

r-tion Department is spoloring iti "Guaranteed
White " contest for Canton residents. The
com- will have hb yard co¥,red viui
100. t Dec. 20, and receive a copy of Bly
Crolb» "Whiti Christmal" album Entry forn,
ap• avallable at the park, and recreattoo depe*
»mt or by liedne low nami, addn- and t-

(pl- almber t Cantoo Parb and Recreatio
1150 Center Road. Cantoo, Mich. 48108.
n. M re-I entrli la B pm Dee. 11.
™ wl-r 011 bo *ckld Thir-y, Dee. 19.

1. 2

I BLOOD DONATIONS

Saturday, Dec. 21 - The American Red Cross
Bloodmobile will be at Jeannotte Pontiac, 14949
Sheldon, Plymouth, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. The visit
is sponsored by the CNP Girl Scouts. For an ap-
pointment, call Verna George at 981-4890.

I MUPPETS ON TOUR
Saturday, Dec. 28 - A special family field trip to

see "The Muppets on Tour" stage show will leave
Canton Township Adminlstation Building at 9:30
a.m. for Cobo Arena Mini-Theatre. The charge is $7
per person for admlttance ticket and transporta-
tion. Canton Parks and Recreation is sponsoring the
trip to see Jim Henson's famous muppets, all big-
ger than life. Space is limited, 30 sign up early by
calling 397-1000 between 8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m.
weekdays.

WSDP / 88.1
(WSDP-FM 88.1 w the student-operated ra-

dio station at Plymouth Centennial Education- . . , >....„406/1 .. .F

al Park (CEP).)

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

THURSDAY (Dec. 12)
4:05 p.m.... This Day in History - Students V

from Plymouth Canton and Plymouth Salem
high schools report on historical events.

5:05 p.m.... Family Health - What happens
when a person has a stroke?

6 p.m.... News File at Six - Julie Struck with
the news and a special feature.

FRIDAY (Dec. 13)
4:05 p.m....This Day in History.
5:05 p.m.... Family Health - Christmas safety

Ups.
6:10 p.m. ... CEP Sports Weekly - Dan John-

aton hoets.

MONDAY (Dec. 16)
4:05 p.m.... This Day in Higtory
5:05 p.m.... Family Health - Kidney stones.

TUESDAY (Dec. 17)
4:05 p.m.... Thi Day in HIstory.
5:05 p.m.. . , Family Health - Treatment of kid-

ney stonel.
1:10 p.m.. . . Family Report - Adoption, Part V.

WEDNESDAY (Dec. 18)
4.05,.... Th' Day La Hhtory.
1:05 p.m.. . . Family Health -How brain effecti

the body
6:10 p.m. ... Community Focm - Hoit Noelle

Torrace.

THURSDAY (Dee. 11)
4. p... Thi, Day in Hiltory.
3,08 ,-m.,.. Family Health - type, 01 -4et +{ 1

1-01.

1:10 p.m. .CEP Sport, Weekly - Don Job
Kon haiu.

MONDAY-SUNDAY '
(Dee. 23 to Ja• 1)

(WSDP will not broadcast & to Chrid- i. p j•. ft,;
mas vacation.
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