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By Doug Funk,
staff writer

Decisions are expected from the
Plymouth-Canton school board tonight
on exactly what kind of bond issue will
be presented to voters later this year.

Three options have been proposed
for new construction, site improve-
ments and equipment purchases that
would carry price tags estimated at
$12.5 to $15 million.

All three recommendations call for

the construction of a new elementary·

school in Canton Township at a cost of
$4.5 million.

The options were prepared by a citi-
zens advisory committee, a committee
of administrators and teachers, and a

handful of high-level administrators.
The school board is expected to pick

and choose among the options proposed
by all three groups. The meeting gets
underway at 7:30 p.m. at the board off-
ice, 454 S. Harvey, Plymouth.

THE LEAST costly option - $12.5
million - was prepared by Superb
tendent John Hoben and his execuUve

,cabinet, said Richard Egli, assistant to
the superintendent for community rela-
tions.

Their proposal includes:

• $6.4 million for construction in-

cluding $4.5 million for the new ele-
mentary school, $700,000 for the addi-

tion of six classrooms to Gallimore El-

ementary, and 1925,000 for an addition
to the board office.

• $4.2 million for equipment includ-
ing $1.3 million for buses and $600,000
for computen.

• $2.5 million for building improve-
ments including $1.1 million for gener-
al renovations at Central Middle School

and $1.1 million for a heating system at
Pioneer Middle School.

• $373,000 for site improvement
projects including $100,000 for addi-
tional student parking at Centennial
Educational Park and $100,000 to
resurface the track at CEP stadium.

Voter approval of a $12.5-million
bond issue would result in a property

.

taI increase of just over *46 per year
for 16 years on a house with a market
value of UO,000, according to projec-
tions by school officials.

That assumes an 8-percent interest
rate.

THE CITIZENS' committee recom-

mendation of *15 million includes U
million for construction of a middle

school. However, a new middle school

probably ISA needed now because of a
leasing arrangement with the Livonia
school district.

The citizens' committee advocated

spending only $305,000 on renovations
at Central Middle School and made no

provisions for new buses, computers or
a furnace at Pioneer.

-

Voter approval of a 11;·million bot¥1
issue would result ina property tax in-
crease of just more than $84 per year
on an $80,000 house for 18 years, ad-
cording to projections.

The administration-teacher commit-

tee recommendation of a ;14.5-million
bond issue calls for spending *660,000
to replace roofs at Allen and Plooe*r,
$2.2 million for buses and *1.7 million
on renovations at Central.

Voter approval of a $14.5-m.Ullon
bond issue would result in a property
tat increase of $68 a year on a house
worth $80,000 for 18 years.

A likely date for a bond issue elec-
tion ts June 9, the day of the annual
school board election.

I School board weighs bond options

Plymouth student
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By Kevin Brown
staff writer

The farthest 16-year-old Heather
Keehn has traveled is Minnesota. But

come July, she and two other area high
school choral singers will travel to Ja-
pan. just one stop on a Far-Eastern con-
cert tour.

Keehn of Plymouth, along with Sara
Erickson, 16, and Janai Stepp, both of
Canton, will join the Music Youth Inter-
national choir and orchestra on its 22nd

foreign tour. The group will perform in
Hawaii, Korea and Japan.

MYI, the youth chapter of the People
to People music group, was formed in
1964 by Lester McCoy. "Our main pur-
pose is not musical; that's our lan-
guage," explains McCofs widow Bern-
ice, who heads MYI from her Saline
home "Our goal is to organize and pro-
mote youth understanding and world
citizenship."

But while promoting citizenship is
the main goal, the group routinely wins
favorable notices for its performances
abroad. Organizers seek young people
"who are good citizens first of all and
excellent musicians second," McCoy
says. "In the fall, we send out fliers to
all high school music departments in
driving area from Saline,"the rehearsal
site, McCoy e][plains. "We try to make
it available to all in th. Great Lakes
area/'

The group of 100 students wiil tour
Hawaii and Japan for five weeks, be-
ginning in July. The touring singers and

musicians will be billeted in Japanese
homes, giving the Americans a close-up
look at the host country's culture.

"The friendships that are made

through the group are lasting," says a
four-time tour alumnus, Kim Schmidt

of Plymouth. "I still keep in touch."
Schmidt, 20, will serve as a staff

member this year, and will also sing in
the MYI choir as in years past. Her
tour duties include taking care of
group passports, visa applications, and
uniforms - navy blazers, white shirts,
and gray slacks or skirts.

This will be the second tour for

Keehn; she toured England and Scot-
land with the group last year. "I've
been singing since the fourth grade,"
Keehn says, adding she'd like to be-
come a professional singer. Highlights
of last year's tour were the Palace The-
ater in Manchester ("It was huge") and
a British comment about Americans,

Keehn says
"There was one guy that told me

America had a popcorn mentality and
a Coca-Cola culture," she recalls, add-
ing "He was joking "

To join the tour, each musician must
raise nearly 12,000 to pay expenses
Donations are sought from service
clubs like the Kiwanis, from private
sources, or through candy sales. "I've
been selling candy bars, we had a raf-
fle/' says Erickson, who adds she's also
looking for sponsors.

Erickson said she got the idea to au-
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Friends from France
Violette Meslier (center) Introduce, French student, to local youngitin at Smith Elementary
School of Plymouth-Canton Community Schools. Thi French students are visiting the communt-
4 and participating In a variety of activill- to help them learn about life In the United Stal-.
See,tory. Page 58
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Several hundred Plymouth city rei-
dents and business owners will be

asked their opinions of police protee-
tion via mail surveys or personal visits
by auxiliary police officers this month
and next

The survey is required by a grant the
city received to establish a local crime
prevention program.

 However, city administrators say
 they hope to accomplish more with the
, inquiry than just meet red tape re-
 quirements

'Il helps the police department do
some planning, target some problem
areas perhaps we're not seeing," said
Paul Sincock, assistant to the city man-
ager "I'm sure the chief and the men
of the department will take a good look
at it."

The survey asks recipients to list
their most-serious crime concerns, po-
hee services they would like to see in-
creased and whether they would like to
see more police involvement in the
schools.

RESIDENTS and business people
also will be asked whether they believe
the local news media accurately repre-
sents activities of the police depart-
ment.

Additionally, several questions cen-
ter on special programs offered by the
department such as free home/bust-
ness security surveys, neighborhood
watch and child fingerprinting.

"We will get them all compiled and
sometime in April, we anticipate mak-
ing public complete result8 of the sur-

vey," Sincock said.
While the surveys will be made on a

random basis and recipients can re
main anonymous, respondents may
identify themmelves U they want fol-
lowup contact from the police depart-
ment.

"We've Belected a total of 500 real-

dents and busines»es and we've divided
the city into five sedions which com-
spood to the police department'* crime
reporting sections," Sincock uid.

One hundred surve, will be mailed

into each of four sections. Door-todoor ..

surveys will bemade inthe fifth lee- il
tion, which includes streets betweda 1
the Cultural Center and the DPW yard. 1

"It will be interesting to lee re-

sponses in comparison," Sincock Bald of 
the two methods of inquiry.

Questiom were prepared by Iine 001-
cers, Chief Richard Myers and Sincock

The mail surveys were expected to
start going out today, Slneock said. The
personal surveys will begin near the
end of the month.

1 Four-legged officers sniff out suspects |
By Dion, Gale
staff writer

When Canton officer Nltro makes a

collar, officer William Keppen leads
him by the collar and they head
straight to the donut shop.

"We have a habit when he catches

someone that on the way home we stop
and get a nutty donut" Keppen sald.
"He loves nutty doouts."

Nitro, a 7-year-old thoroughbred
German shepherd, and Keppen have
worked together for six yeari

Now that the department purchaled
a $11,100 station wagon for the "canine

 unit" the pair 011 patrol the Itreetstogether ever,day. Theftl •tart out
from the home they lare with a cat
and Keppin'* wife. Rene, and when it'i
Ume to call it quits, they'll 111 be to-
lether

LIKE NITRO and Keppen, officers
Rico and Ernie Sayre al»o are a team
with access to the new car - not to be
confused with the animal control vehi-

cle used to pick up strays and dead ani-
mals.

The squad car is designed to give the
canine officers room to move around

with a »creen separating them from

The affectioo the partners have for
each other 9 obviou, al Nitro De•lles

his head on Keppen'i leg and Rico 11€4
his chin flush with Be noor,and peers
up at Sayre.

"At home tbefre just like ho-
pets,"Sayre maid

Keppen Emirts, recalling Nitro's an-
tics when he'; off duty but quickly
adl: '*Tbey may not be perfect bit
there ain't in,ooe better."

AltBough Nltro ind Rlco are trained

to attack on command, they have codd-
ly, playful traits which are especially
important for Sayre and wife Joan who
have a 6-year-old daughter

NITRO AND RIOO, who al,0 is a

thoroughbred German :hepherd, have
proven their worth and each h= three
certificate, of merit ribbom to show if

anyone denies lt.
ne canine ofneen come to the polts

with 14 mooth police training for
obed-e, Iearchhi buil, and
crowd control.

I.ikewi•e,Keppen and Sayre comp]*
ed inte- 1-0= to hidle Ir fog:b

leged par-n™ do, Im =11 14
spood to Keppen andBam fllo oack
recdve 01§0 amudly Al ibl towb
fip for food and veWba:In cara

Cantne ome- are -ommoe to

molt local police departmect:, 10 Nitro

and Rico - on call 24 hours a day Ln
Canton - are often used in other com-
munities.

'If the phone ring, in the middle of
the night, he can tell oomehow from
Bill'; voice whdther he'i going to
work," sald Renee Keppen, adding that
Nitro can distingull• between 25 word,
and pick out a specific toy from a
group of 10 when told.

"He': really very intelligent," Ihe
uld.

Rico, 00 pounds, and Nitro, N
poo-, track thecolp,Ws -lt andlet
0- dneers maketbob- ™tri»
cialty 11 *re!,0, Illits and MdIng
101'peop. i ;

*100% 96* 60"agn.-it 4.
4/"-al-
peet h Mmed *-4.-0
yar*over 1* and " Illy, heLL!1

flushed him out right in froot of a pl-
trol unit,"

ALTHOUGH THE dop are trained 1
to attack on command, Keppen Mid
Sayre haven't had them attack an,o,A
"yet" Keppen u id.

He provld the dop are capible *
soarling at Sa,re. Both canine, lirched
from uwir b,Id)beariN thetelli 
and growling at theother omeer.

rhey can ,obet up a drunk re1 qulck, too," Sayre maid.
Nil, and Re- Keppen ha. 00¢Ul .

clo,e, but the do, doom7 like It .*
sh• •0110*che• a gad car.

9 wo:,7 let Ine -ar thi polk 1
=rk-, I,ppeald. "EW,di* I

al.*f-1/01*ettalamb I
1100 -,0 torhlm" .,.

'714: family," Keppi -4 ,;' 1.
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