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By W.W. Edgar
and Doug Funki
staff writers

An apartment village with about 120
units is planned for a 5-acre site behind
the Lumber Mart on Ann Arbor Trail at

Mill in the city of Plymouth.
The development is proposed even

though the state housing authority de-
clined to help finance a senior citizen
apartment complex in that area in the
mid 1970s due to concerns about prox-
imity to railroad tracks.

The would-be developers - the Allen
families of Salem Township - say they
propose to ,reduce noise with bermed
landscaping and covered parking shel-

ters.

'They hopefully will add enough of a
buffer between the railroad and us to
cut down noise," said Cynthia Allen.

Preliminary plans call for construct-
ing 10 individual buildings each with
three levels of occupancy and contain-
ing 12 units, Allen said.

"Half of the first story would be un-
derground," she said. "We plan on
bricking the first 1 4 story and vinyling
the Lhird. We want to keep with the
Plymouth architecture."

EACH OF the 1,000-square-foot units
would contain two bedrooms, major
appliances and a washer and dryer.

'I would think rents would be under

$500," Allen said. "I don't think we

would command much more than
lhat."

If the rental projections hold true,
the additional housing stock provided
by the apartments would be in marked
contrast to luxury condominiums
planned on property owned by Jack
Wilcox in downtown Plymouth and
Joanne Hulce in Plymouth Township.

The Allen family - which includes
Cynthia, her husband David and Da-
vid's parents, Darrell and Mary - own
three industrial buildings in Livonia,
Cynthia said. David also owns Sales &
Engineering Inc. in Livonia.

This will be their first foray into res-
idential income properties.

"We love Plymouth," she said. "My

husband grew up in Plymouth and his
parents lived here 40 years. We'd like
to invest in Plymouth because we like
it so much.

"We just started looking at some-
thing for an investment. We were so
fortunate we came across something
zoned right in Plymouth. Now just
seemed like the time to do it."

FAVORABLE interest rate; atso
make this a good time to act, she con-
ceded

The Aliens were expected to close on
the sale of the parcel today (Monday),
Cynthia said. They anticipate taking
their proposal to the city planning com-
mission in May, start constructing in

July and welcoming their first tenants
by the end of the year.

Development costs were pegged by
Allen at upwards of 13.5 million.

Washers and dryers within individual
units are expected to be especially at-
tractive to tenants. "I remember when

we lived in an apartment and had to go
down to the basement," she said. "It's
not the same as the convenience of hav-

ing a laundry room in your own apart-
ment."

The Allens' architect, Erick Carne,

indicated that much emphasis will be
put on landscaping to provide visual
aand accoustical buffering between
apartment tenants and other resi-
dences nearby.
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By Diane Gal•
staM writer

Cash prizes and the use of a new car
for a year are being used to get teenage
drivers to compete in a national driv-
ing program promoting safety.

For the first time since Operation
Driver Excellence began, Canton
Township will host the district compe-
tition

"One purpose of the progam is to
make youngsters aware that they have
to be safe drivers," said James Sebel of
American Veterans of World War lI,
Korea and Vietnam, which is sponsor-
ing Operation Driver Excellence with
Dodge

"It's to make youngsters aware of
courtesy on the roads, defensive driv-
ing and to make them aware of what's
happening on the highways," said
Sebel. adding that 50 percent of all la-
tai accidents inyolve youngsters be-
tween 15 and 25 years old

THE DISTRICT competition will be
held beginning 830 am. Saturday,
April 19, on Canton Township Hall
grounds. at 1150 S Canton Center
Road

Applications are available at Plym-
outh Canton and Plymouth Salem high
schools as well as the Canton Township
Police Department

At the district level novice drivers

will represent high schools in Monroe,
Wayne, Washtenaw and Lenawee coun-
ties.

Winners of the district competition
will meet with top candidates around
the state and those victors will go to
the national meet

'The district level has always been
held in Detroit and this is the first time

it will be held anywhere else," said
Canton Officer Eddie Tanner, who is

representing the police department in
organizing the event.

'Michigan has never had someone
win the national, and that's what we're
looking for this year," Tanner *aid.
"We're hoping three students from
each high school at the district level
will participate "

From 830 am to 2 p.m. the drivers
will test their skills on a written exam,

maneuver a car through an obstacle
course and complete a road test ac-
companied by a police officer who will
grade them for proper handling skills.
Refreshments will be available and

parents of the youngsters are invited to
attend, Tanner said

FIRST- THROUGH FIFTH-place
winners at the district level will

receive Jackets and the top three also
will get trophies
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By Emory Diniels
staff writer

Robert Sincock, who invested his

lifetime in community service, died
early Thursday morning at age 69

A Plymouth Rolarian for 33 years,
and past president, Sincock lived a life
that was committed to the Rotary mot-
to of "Service Above Self."

A retired Realtor and self-employed
businessman, Sinceck served lhe city
as mayor and city commidioner and
played a role in the construction of City
Hall, development of the Cultural Cen-
ter, and in the planning to build a deck
on Central Parking Lot

His name D "cast in bronze" in the

city as it appears on bronze plaques at
the Dunning-Hough Library, City Hall,
Cultural Center and Tooquish Manor.

He died March 20 in St. Joieph Hos-
pital, Ann Arbor, after a long bout with
cancer.

BORN IN 1916 in Calumet in the

heart of the Upper Peninsula's copper
country, Sineock and wife Dorothy
moved to Plymouth in 1943 wheo he
joined Burroughs Corp. in war produc.
tton work.

A decade later he entered bwiness

on his own as owner/operator of the
Standard Service Station (now Doug':
AMOCO) at the corner of Main and Ann
Arbor Trail.

In 1954 he wu appointed to the
Plymouth City Commlision by the
mayor, R-ell Dune. He was twice
elected to the tity Commisolon. and

'71 2 -

1.V

N Main were widened in the city

Sincock joined the J L. Hudson Real
Estate Co and in 1968 was again ap-
pointed to the City Commusion and
then elected in 1970. Because he played
hockey as a boy in Calumet, Sincock
played a major role in the development
of the Plymouth Cultural Center and
ice arena during his tenure of service
on the commission. He served as dedi-
cation chairman when the Cultural

Center was opened.

After leaving the City Commission
Sincock rematned active in city gov-
ernment. He lerved u lecretary of the
Municipal Building Authority, chair-
man of the Riverside Cemetery Com-
mission, and member of the Municipal
Parking Commission until the time of
his death.

In May 1972 he wu awarded a cent-
ficate from the Plymouth Community
Chamber of Commerce recofizing
him for 25 years of Bervice to the corn-
munity.

But that Iervice did not end with 25
years. He went on to become a member
of the Blue Ribbon Committee on Ag
ing, which organized the Plymouth
Council on Aging, and hasserved oothe
council'; board of diricton. U Rotary
president in 1976-77, he Mrned the
club's attention to the proble,m of the
aged in todifi lociety.

AS A MEMBER OF Ow kdy of
Good Counid Catholic Quch, micoa
In active in Ule O-:I 4 Ull•-ch
from its biement quterl - Un-
Street to Its preient location on Penni

man Avenue.

He served the church as a member of

its building committee, as president of
Holy Name Society. and was a charter
member of the Plymouth Knights of
Columbus 3292 in May 1958

In civic life he wai a past board
member and past president of the
Plymouth Symphony Society, for sever-
al years served on the board of the
Plymouth Communty Fund-United
Way, and was one of the original mem-
ben of the Neighborhood Retirees Club
of Plymouth.

His interest in music went beyond of-
fices in the Symphony Society, though.
In 1974, for instance, he was Instru-
mental in arranging the donation by
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Root of Ann
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served as mayor pro tem and mayor
during the years of 1937-1963.

As mayor, Sincock worked to obtain
a $268,000 federal grant to build the
present City Hal] in 1963. He wa given
the honor of laying the corneritone for
the city hall, in company with the late
Ul Sen. Philip Hart and them U.8. Rep.
Martha Griffiths.

Heal,o worked to annex the Ca-dy
property for Western Electric, and con-
vinced Ham Gerke Sr. to locate the lit

Federal Saving» & Loan buildine at
Penniman Avenue and Mah Dldnl
his mayoral teomm neldon Road and

Slreet of a Baldwin plino for the Cul-
tural Center and in arranging the gift
of a player piano from Betty Stremick
to Tonquish Minor.

As a Rotarian, he terved u chicken

barbecue chairman, prelident and in
numerous other politions. He was club
executive secretary until forced to re-
sign recently because of falling health.
In recognition of his many Rolary
achievements, in June 1984 be wa: des-

ignated a Rotary International Paul
Harris Feilow - a fellowship that ay-
mbolizes Rotary's commitment to
world har.lony

Services were held Saturday in
Schrader Funeral Home. Belides wife

Dorothy, he is survived by Iom, Craig
and Paul, and daughter, Mary Ann.

Watmon wal conveyed by holieopter
to St. Joeeph Mercy Holptial In Anc
Arbor but wu dead om arrival.
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