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 Paving clears financing hurdle

SUPPORT OLYMPICS:

You can support Special
Olympics while enjoying an
inexpensive dinner at the same
time by attending the McDonald's
Pancake Dinner form 5-7 p.m.
this Monday at the McI)onald's at
39700 W. 5 Mile east of Haggerty.
A donation of $1.50 per person
will cover the dinner; cost of

beverages is extra. Tickets may
be purchased at the door.

By Kevin Brown
staff writer

A 1986 Paving Program, funded
about 60 percent through special
assessments to Plymouth
homeowners, has been approved by
the Plymouth City Commission.

The commission action at the

regular Monday meeting clears the
way for awarding bids on the
$573,000 project. Construction is
scheduled to start June 1 and end

Aug. 1, according to the city's
timetable.

Commission approval followed a
public hearing in which 10 city
residents questioned either the
fairness of their assessment or a real

need for repairs.

IN A LE'ITER to the commission,
Bruce Goodsite of 999 Penniman

wrote that the $12.88-per-front-foot
adessment was unfair to Penniman

homeowners:

"The road damage comes about
due to the heavy traffic flow into and
out of the downtown section.

major wear and tear on the roadway
is not from Penniman residents."

Mary Kehoe of 932 Penniman told
commissioners, "I don't think it's
fair that residents of Penniman...

have to pay for all the damage from
trucks."

City Engineer Ken West echoed
his response at the commission
meeting in an earlier letter to City
Manager Henry Graper. "rhere has
been a suggestion that the

recommended assessment for
Penniman Avenue be lowered
because of traffic volume," West
wrote.

"The recommended assessment is

equivalent to residential streets and
is based on the same life span," West
maintained. "The actual surface of a
heavily traveled street will be
enhanced by increased vehicle use
that kneads the surface of the
pavement and slows the oxidation
process."

Graper said the main reason
Penniman is in poor shape is the age
of the road surface, not heavy traffic
expected on a major road artery.
"Penniman hasn't been paved since
the '60s," he told citizens addressing
the commission.

Twenty-five cents

VInlpt Ir,lin,•. af /0, N Ue.-v...GRAPER ALSO stressed to

Penniman homeowners complaining
of heavy traffic that the road was
designated a major road in the early
1950s under a state act.

Through that act, a city gains road
maintanence funds from the state
according to the number of streets
designated major streets - those
with high traffic volume serving a
city.

West said Penniman's road base,
built stronger than the base of
streets carrying less traffic, only
requires $500 in repair, "which is
less than we anticipate for any ot the
other streets," he wrote. "Arterial
streets (like Penniman) are the top
priority for maintenance and snow
and ice control."

bordering on Farmer, objected to
being assessed for repairs to
Farmer, saying there is no drainage
problem as the city maintains. "I'll
invite you all over for coffee the
next time it rains, you can see for
yourselves."

West responded that excess water
was not running into the storm drain
but instead through the street into
the ground. He said a south curb had
been pushed up as a result, and there
is no effective crown in the center of

the street, indicating future drainage
problems.

Donald Keller was the lone

commissioner voting against the
resolution approving assessments
for Farmer, Penniman and Church.

LOWELLITES
HONORED: Lowell Middle

School students Lisa Phillips,
Christopher Pavia and Loren
Givens were the top three

Bid continues
winners in the 17th annual

America & Me Essay Contest

Please turn to Page 4 to save house
School

reports
150 sick
About 150 elementary students at

Allen School in Plymouth were out
of class Wednesday due to some type
of stomach ailment, school officials
said.

The unusual number of absenlees

began to show up Monday and
Tuesday; by Wednesday, school
officials decided to call in the Wayne
County Health Department to
investigate.

Some students showed up to school
Wednesday and left sick during the
day, but most of the 150 were ill by
Wednesday morning and did not
come to school.

Principal Tom Workman said the
health department was called in
because of the large number of
students affected. He said health

officials were checking out the air,
water and food at the school as

possible sources of contamination
for the gastrointestinal infection.

Last week the school did have a

few cases of the 24-hour flu, but
Workman did not know if that was

related to this week's outbreak.
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By Kevin Brown "YOU CAN'T put a mone
staff writer amount on the community spi

said Szyniszewski following
A plan to relocate the historic meeting. The group seeks volun

Wilcox House was outlined to help in both moving the house
skeptical Plymouth city renovating it.
commisioners Monday, some of Szyniszewski suggested the Wi
whom offered conditional support.

House could serve as headquai
Cheryl Szyniszewski, a Plymouth

Township resident and head of the Organizations, and serve as a cei
tor all community arts-rel

Friends of the Wilcox House group reference source for informatio
formed earlier this month, informed

Plymouth-Canton cultural event
commissioners of tentative group . She said several arts gr
plans during the "citizens comment" contacted have expressed intere
portion of the commission meeting. using:pace in the house.

Of the group's plan to move the Szyniszewski told commisio
house to an undetermined area site,

that in one week the group colle
Mayor William Robinson

1,400 petition signatures in suT
commented, "It's certainly quite of moving the house. The Wi
ambitious." He estimated such a

house, she added, "is part of
project would cost $300,000-

quaintness that is one of the se
$400,000. "All I can do is wish you points used by citizens
success," Robinson added.

businesses in this community."
Commissioner Mark Wehmeyer

commented, "It's charming in its Szyniszewski said the 40-mer
present location; it's beautiful in its group's biggest stumbling bloc
setting. But the minute you take it finding land on which to locat,
away from Kellogg Park, nobody's house before demolition, tentat
going to see it." set for late May, to make roon

Wehmeyer said moving the 85- 44 condominium units. Owner
year-old house may not be feasible Wilcox has said he would con:
for several reasons. "I think you donating the house for public its€
should look at this and determine if A group meeting is schedulec
there's some realism behind it.' 7:30 p.m. today at the Grange Iii

Consumers avoid

Two Incldents involving unezplod- That device also failed to explod
ed pipi bombl in a M,mouth Town. Michigan State Police dispoee
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Evelyn Edgar takes in the beauty 01 Miller Woods with the las

Nature devotee w

harbingers of sprii
By Penny Wright
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hike In water bills
For many the spring signals the "Wildflowers in Your Own B.

special writer ed her time to giving glide-lee
presentations on such topics

The Plymouth Township Board fund had an undesignated surplus
annual trek to southern climes in people ,*, " "Mystery of Migration"

reversed itself Tuesday and of $637,000 as of Dec. 31, Breen
search of a warming sun. "Michigan Wildflowers."

But for Evelyn Edgar, a retired During her presentations
decided to absorb a wholesale said.

water increase from Detroit with Working capital - a Plymouth-Canton school teacher. for something that can't be re- tours, Edgar observed that yol
surplus township funds rather than combination of designated and spring signals the start of her walks placed." sters have a natural enthusiasm

pass the increase on to individual undesignated reserves and cash through Miller Woods, a 10-acre In Evelyn Edgar's view, the pub- wildlife and plantl.
consumers. flow - increased to $3.1 million by beech-maple -climax" forest in lie's lack of knowledge and respect "Fourth and fifth graders are

In January, the board opted to the end of 1985, auditors reported. Plymouth Township. for natural areas is one of the big- biggest joy. ™y appreciate I
pass along an increase from 87 to Working capital has increased by

She searches for wildfloweri gest threats to Mmer Woods and they are seeing "
93 cents per 1,000 cubic feet. almost a million dollars in two Over the next several months, the other forested areas in Michigan That natural enth=lasm db

A favorable audit report of the years. knowledgeable nature devotee will "So many penni• 4,1,0 what?' pears, however, during high *cl
township's water and sewer fund "We're hoping working capital spend many hours leading groups of when you talk a he distruction and young adult yean, she th
prompted the switch, which will stay where it Is due to new adults and school children through of wooded ar- sald. "Pe®le "It's .0 important they keep
Supervisor Maurice Breen business in the township," Breen the virgin forest. She will walk the think the wood, are just vacant 16 childhood enthu:ium for the wo

estimates will cost the township said. Rower-lined trails pointing out the People from the cities have -10 to p- on to their ehildren.'0
about $80,000. The average township plants and wildflower• that mark nothing ehe." Edgar grew up in Caro in

"We had made a decision homeowner can expect to continue
the woods' transition from winter to Tl,e former Egli,h *cld I fb Thumb area and attribute* her c

basically not to add to the paying about *55 every three
summer. nilliat with st,ch attlt•*- to the inter-t in wildlife to her fati

A SPRING WALK through Miller course of her ton. amliauoo with "My dad had a lot to do witlreserve," Breen said. "We had a months for water and sewer
Woods h ,cheduled for 10 a.m. to 1 Plymouth-Canton Icho,10, Girl feeling; about nature. He wal raltremendous amount of activity In lervice.

the area - tap fees, connection If Detroit's wholesale rate bad p. m. Saturday, May 3. Scont• and the Detroit Aoduboe Soel. in northern Michigan and loved
fees. A good portion of that w. been passed 00 to consumers, Miller Wood: 10 00 Powill Boid ety, Edgir hu helped h# of out*doors I inherited that 1
industrial development." quarterly household bills would between Beck and Ridge la Plym- poople ch/le th•ir complitiot from him."

1 ne township's water and sewer have Increased by about 02. outh Township. views about wildlife to -thmialle

Her goal: '9» initill appriciUoe appriciation. , Ple- tum to P•e
, y

Pipe bomb incidents concern police
.
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