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THUNDERS TO 3RD:
The Plymouth-Canton
Thundercats have returned from
the 1986 Michigan Sof'ball
Tournament aftering capturing
third place in its division.

In its first year of competition,
the Thundercats were among 25
Special Olympics softball teams
who competed in the tournament
Aug. 15-16 in Midland. Local
members included Ron Walzak,
Christine Emerson, Scott
Kohmescher, Chris Reynolds,
Sarah Banicki, Dan Grunas, Tony
Witt, Neil Keith, Chris Savage,
Crisstie Gwizdak and Michael
Pilotto. They were coached by
Barb and Gary Witt with
assistance from Mike Keith and
Marsha Waizak.

The Coaches Award for most
valuable player went to Chris
Reynolds, shortstop, who hit .900
during the three games including
three grandslams. Some other
highlights included Dan Grunas'
unassisted triple play and Ron
Walzak's shutout. The tourney
was hosted by Midland Parks and

Recreation.

HUMMER 1»RE:

Christopher Lore, son of Judy and
John Lore of Plymouth, has spent
the summer marching with the
Santa Clara Vanguard Drum and
Bugle Corps from Santa Clara.
The corps began its nationa; tour
of 12 states on July 21 and was
among more than 60 drum and
bugle corps competing in the
international championships Aug.
11-16 at Camp Randall Stadium.
Madison, Wis. Lore, a 1985
Plymouth Salem High graduate
and a former member of the
Plymouth Centennial Educational
Park Marching Band, will begin
his sophomore year in September
at Kalamazoo Coliege

BI'MY. HUMY: Plymouth
Police have been hopping this
summer dealing with trespassing,
loitering and traffic infractions,
especially along Main Street.
How busy, you ask

Well, from July 1 through Aug.
17, local gendarmes issued 657
tickets and made 40 arrests. For

the same period last year,
officers wrote 394 tickets and

made 25 arrests. Chief Richard
Myers provided the statistics
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charities here

By Doug Funke

staff writer

Proposed changes in the federal
tax law on charitable contributions
would have a minimal impact on
giving jocally, say directors of chari-
table organizations and clergy in the
Plymouth-Canton community.

Taxpayers who don't itemize de-
durtions such as mortgage interest
and property taxes wouldn't be able
to deduct cash contributions to char-
ity in 1987 even though they can do
so this year.

Fewer taxpayers are expected to
itemize in the spring of '87, too. if

Congress. as expected, passes the
bill.

Still, local leaders aren't worried.

S'In my opinion there is a greater
awa reness of need and people are
giving because of this need and not
because of tax deductions,"” said
Clarence DuCharme. executive di-
rector of the Plymouth Community
Fund United Way.

1 don't look for a tax deduction.
I'm looking to help the charity."

Most contributors share that phi-
losophy. he said.

' During hard times, when fewer
people are working, those who are

working gave more. They picked up
the slack.”

ORGANIZATIONS like the Good-

fellows also dont expect much nega-
tive feedback.

TON

"The majority of our revenue is
derived from newspaper sales," said
John Burdztak, a Canton Goodfel-
lows director. Very few - if any -
purchasers bother asking for re-
celpts for tax purposes.

"We get some contributions from
patrons of $50 to $100, but that
would amount to only $500 or so. We
feel it (tax change) would be a mini-
mal effect.”

Other groups like the Kiwanis,
VFW and Knights of Columbus,
which also raise money through
vending activities, presumably
would be similarily affected.

The Rev Mark Morningslar, as-
sistant pastor at the First Presbyte-
rian Church of Plymouth, said he
suspects parishioners don't tie dona-
lions to tax benefits.

"l think it's not even in the fronts
of their minds when they give. They
don't realize it until they do their
taxes '

Robert Czapiewski, an accountant
with the firm of Swad & Co., agrees.

"From my experience, they wont
necessarily think about tax implica-
lions. amount they deducted, but
timing," he said. -They give not be-

cause of taxes, but because they
know the church needs 11 to exist.-

December - the end of the tax
year - is generally a good month
for charities. because people are
thinking about possible deductions
and the hohday spirit kic'k-ins, he

said.
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This photograph taken by Dawnice Kerchaert of Plymouth Township was judged the grand

IS P J g
prize winner in the Obsérver Newspaper Mayllower Balloon Festival color photo contest.
Nearly 50 entries were received.

Good shot

IMT Balloon festival photo contest
winners share common goals

STEVE FECHT/ laff pholographei

Softball Kings

Canton Sports' Miki Anderion pitched his tecm to the top
of the Canton First Divialon but found the going a bit
rough agalnet Plymouth'§ E.F. Hutton In the firit Plym-
outh-Canton Observer Sonball King lhowdown Wedne,-
day night al Massey Field. Ditaili on page 78.

By Doug Funke
staff writer

The first- and second-place
winners in the Observer Newspa-
pers' color photo contest relating to
the Mayflower Hot Air Balloon Fes-
tival have three things in common.

Both were first-time contestants,
they just happened upon the scenes
they captured on film rather lhan
posing them, and both used Pentax

cameras.

Dawnice Kerehaert, 31, a Plym-
outh Township resident, was the
grand prize winr er. She took a pie-
ture of a child watching balloons

being inflated at the Centennial Edu-
eational Park launch site.

Robert Boroniee of Canton was
second with a kateidoscope portray-
al of the inside of a balloon floating
overhead.

Larry Algar of Plymouth Town-

ship and John Robertson of Canton
were third and honorable mention,

respectively, with photos of halloons
in flight

The Observer staff evaluated the
entries About 50 were submitted

KERCHAERT is a keyliner and
technical illustrator for an advertis-
ing agency.

"That particular picture there just
happened," she said "That little boy
was just up and down and enjoying
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Those earlier labor days
remembered by officials

By Kevin Brown
staff writer

They hold prominent jobs in the
community today - judge, city
manager, trustee. But once, there
was a first job. It usually didn't pay
much. But most Mid it taught them
something of the working world, and
of life.

As Labor Day approached in 1945,
Judge John MacDonald was working
at his first two jobs. "l was deliver-
. for the Detroit News and
Ing papp

working at Eastern Market," he re-
called.

The jurist, who applies forensic
knowledge to Plymouth'§ 35th Dis-
triet Court docket, then passed judg-
menl on a two-legged, winged as-
semblage

"l sold chickens; eggs and chick-
ena," MacDonald said. "You had to
spin off the head - just turn It
around in your hand. It's very pain-
leg to the chicken, I'm sure. The
first Ume | felt bad or squeamih

about it. B,Al that's the way they did

He awoke at 3:30 a.m. lo get ready
for work. "You had to be on time. |
learned punctuality, responsibility,
how to deal with the public. Some
people were more fussy than oth-

ers."”

IT WAS a fussy bos, that sparks a
vivid memory of Canton Township
Clert Linda Chuhran's first job. She
was 16. "l wag working at the State-
Wayne Theater, on Michigan Avenue
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